
Welcome to Saint Jude 
We are a Roman Catholic Parish, which gathers believers in Jesus 
Christ in Hopatcong and surrounding areas. Our Pastor is Fr. Peter 
Wierzbicki. We belong to the Diocese of Paterson, New Jersey. Our 
Bishop is Bishop Kevin Sweeney. 
If you are moving to the Hopatcong area, we cordially invite you to 
make Saint Jude your parish. 

Phone: 973·398·6377  Fax: 973·398·0121  Web: judechurch.org  Email: office@judechurch.org 
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ADORATION  
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Wednesday, after the morning mass, we have an 
opportunity to participate in an Adoration. We are going to 
pray with the Morning Prayer, taken from the Liturgy of the 
Hours, and a special devotional prayer to Saint Jude. 

All people are invited and welcome! 
The church is open for visitors during 

office hours: Monday—Friday, 9AM-3PM. 

MASSES ONLINE 
 
We stream our morn-
ing masses online. 
 
Weekdays: 8:00AM 
Sunday: 9:00AM 
 
For those who, for any 
reason, cannot partici-
pate in the mass in person, join us 
online! You can find us on Facebook, 
YouTube and our website: 
 
JUDECHURCH.ORG/LIVE-STREAM 

 
YouTube and Facebook can be ac-

cessed from any com-
puter, Smart TV, cell 
phone (iPhones and 
Androids), tablet 
(iPads and Android 
devices). Find a 
YouTube or Facebook 
app on your device 
and search for “Saint 
Jude Hopatcong” 

MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY 

8:00 AM 
4:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

APRIL 25 
Judy Loughbridge 
Confession until (4:45PM) 
Andy & Fran Imagliazzo 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

APRIL  26 
Joe Belvedere 
Special Intention of  
Sr. Joan Davis 

MONDAY 
8:00 AM 

APRIL 27 
Joseph Romano 

TUESDAY 
8:00 AM 

APRIL 28 
People of St. Jude 

WEDNESDAY 
8:00 AM 

APRIL 29 
Theresa Gonella 

THURSDAY 
8:00 PM 

APRIL 30 
Kathleen Burdek 

FRIDAY 
          8:00 AM 

May 1 
Donna Slavin 

SATURDAY 
8:00 AM 
4:00 PM 
5:00 PM  

May 2 
Carolyn Larsen 
Confession until (4:45PM) 
Gail Bochner 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

MAY 3 
Maureen Schmidt 
John DiGangi 

4TH SUNDAY  OF EASTER, APRIL 26, 2026  



A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE 
SUNDAY READING 

“The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the 
sheep hear his voice as the shepherd calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When he has driven out all his own, he 
walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him, because they recognize his voice…I 
am the gate, whoever enters through me 
will be saved.” 
 
The church, on the fourth Sunday of Easter, 
designates this as Good Shepherd Sunday, 
reflecting the role of Jesus, and we, the 
members of His flock. Simple words say a 
lot. ‘Hear His voice’, ‘recognize’ that voice, 
follow the shepherd, leading ultimately to 
the gift of salvation. 
 
Our chief shepherd, the Vicar of Christ, our 
Holy Father, is entrusted with the care of the 
flock, to lead and feed, protect and guard 
the sacred trust given him, to guide us on 
the way of salvation. May we attentively, lis-
ten to his voice and follow Jesus. 

A BRIEF SYNOPSIS  
OF THE SUNDAY READINGS 

 
First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41  
With great authority, Peter proclaims 
to the people that the Christ who was 
crucified is indeed the Messiah. Urg-
ing them to reform and be baptized 
in the name of Christ, three thousand 
responded to his words and were 
baptized.  
  
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:20b-25  
This is a strong exhortation from Pe-
ter to the people to endure suffering 
for Christ as he did for them. Healed 
by his wounds, they have “returned 
to the shepherd.”  
  
Gospel: John 10:1-10  
Christ uses the beautiful image of 
the shepherd to describe his care for 
his sheep. He also says he is the 
sheepgate and promises that 
“Whoever enters through me will be 
safe.”  

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

 April 19, 2026 
 

First Collection:  $2,532.00 
Second Collection: $1503.00 

We Share:  $2,148.50 
Grand total:  $3,355.00 

Weekly Goal:  $7,500.00 
Result: -$1316.50 

 



Serving as a Security Specialist helps ensure the 
church provides the safest possible environment 
for children and adults attending our church. If 
you have skills in document writing, product pro-
curement, project management, general con-
tracting, or physical/cyber security then we could 
use your support. If you have no such experi-
ence but are still interesting in helping, then 
please give us a shout. To learn more or to vol-
unteer contact us at: 

safety@judechurch.org 
PROTECT YOUR PARISH FAMILY 

If you see something say something! 

Security Ministry 

RE PO RT  
SU SPI CO U S  

A CTI VI TY  
 

973-398-6377, option 8 
or scan QR code (right) 
& submit a brief report: 

Dial 911  
in case of Emergencies 

PrCeDsGoToSt. 
JuE’SOr 

FuUr pOjCt! 

The Fundraising Committee is a 
standing committee with goals 
of raising funds for different 
needs of the parish through or-
ganizing events.  
 
If you have questions about any 
event, or you would like to en-
rich the committee with your 
own ideas, call: 973-398-6377 

Fundraising  
Committee 

The St Jude Parish Center is available for rent! If you are searching for a place to host 
your party or a special event, our Rental Committee is there to assist. If you have any 
questions, please, call (973)-398-6377 ext.5, or scan the QR code (left). 

Parish Center Rentals 

HALL FOR RENT 
 Reasonable Rates 
 Large & Spacious 
 Many Types of Events 
 
Rental@JudeChurch.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What We Offer: 
 

COVID Compliant 
 Clean & Sanitized 
 Full Kitchen 
 350 Person Capacity 
 250 For Comfortable Dining 
 Multiple Parking Areas 

 
The cost of renting is $500 
Call or Email us for a Tour! 

mailto:Rental@JudeChurch.org


Rosary & Altar Society 
The Rosary & Altar Society is ladies confraternity. It’s main mission is working to spread 
devotion to the Blessed Mother while assisting the parish and community through spiritu-
al, social, and service activities and events, the corporal & spiritual works of mercy in ac-
tion. If you would like to join the group, join them during their monthly meetings (more in-
formation below). 

MEETINGS 
 
The Rosary Altar Society meetings are on the 

first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM. Every-
one is welcome to join us in saying the rosary! 
You may also stay for the meeting if you wish. 

                  Line Dancing with  
                    Stompin’ Sue 

 
The regular line dancing is held 
on Tuesday, from 7:00PM to 

10:00PM in the Parish Center.  
 

The starter classes will begin on Thursdays, 
April 16, 23, & 30th, May 7, 14, 21st from 
7:30PM to 9:00PM. The cost is $75.00 for 
the 6 week program. Everyone is welcome! 

 
MEN’S Free Speech GROUP 

 
The group meets every 4th 
Saturday of the month af-
ter the 8:00AM Mass in the 
Church meeting room. The 
next meeting for the group 
will be April 25, 2026 
 
All are welcome! 

Altar Flower requests can 
be made by filling out one 
of the forms that are in the 
back of the church. The fee 
for each bouquet is $40.00. 



Knights of Columbus 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

All Catholic men 18 and above are invited to 
join our Knights of Columbus Parish Council. 
Help us to help our Church and our communi-

ty.  
For any questions email Frank at:  

Fwimbush@stjudehopatcong.org  

The Pro Life Group meets 
every fourth Tuesday of the 

month in the Church meeting 
room at 7:00PM.  

 
All are welcome. 

SELF DEFENSE CLASS  
 
Every Wednesday night in the Parish 
Center from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Call 
Mike at 973-229-9881 for more infor-
mation. 
 

Proceeds go to the Church. 

Discovering the Roots of Our Faith 
 
We have begun a special Bible Study on 
the first five books of the Old Testament, 
held Wednesdays at 6:30 PM in the 
Church’s Meeting Room. 

These sessions are led by Rabbi Andy 
Mars, a close friend of Father Peter, who 
guides us through the Scriptures in their 
original context. Together, we explore the 
traditions, culture, and insights that often 
remain unspoken in Christian teaching. 
This deeper understanding of the Old 
Testament helps us better appreciate the 
New Testament and our own faith. 

Rabbi Andy is known for making these 
ancient texts come alive with clarity and 
meaning. 

All are warmly invited to join us for this 
unique opportunity for learning and dia-
logue. 

On May 2nd & 3rd, the Knights of Co-
lumbus will collect donations for Birth 
Haven, supporting unwed mothers and 
their children. Your generosity provides 
essential resources—shelter, food, and 
clothing—to vulnerable families. 
Through the Knights' efforts, your do-

nation is maximized to empower mothers to choose 
life and build a stable future.  



Guidelines for Protecting 
Yourself from Scams and 

Fraud 
 
In today's digital age, scam-
mers are becoming more so-

phisticated in their attempts to deceive peo-
ple through emails, social media, and text 
messages. It is important to stay vigilant and 
protect yourself from potential fraud, espe-
cially when it comes to sensitive financial in-
formation or personal details. Below are 
some essential guidelines to help you identify 
and avoid common scams, and ensure the 
safety of both you and your parish communi-
ty. 
 
Some Guidelines: 
Never respond to a suspect email.  If you 

are not sure, Do Not Respond to the 
Email call the person and speak to them 
personally to verify. 

Watch out for fake accounts, impersonators, 
and direct messages in social media ap-
plications.  

Watch out for fake text messages claiming 
to need favors or gift cards (some people 
report that cell phone numbers printed in 
Bulletins are susceptible to fake texts) 

All emails about any type of financial trans-
action must be confirmed verbally with the 
parties involved. 

Always look carefully at the email address, 
even that might look close to the real one.  

Any request for change in direct deposit, "a 
favor," gift cards, money, personal infor-
mation, etc. is generally a scam. 

Please report any Parish related suspected 
scams to  
technology@patersondiocese.org  

Report any unusual activity to your local po-
lice. 

The diocese will never send you an email 
that is not from @patersondiocese.org, 
and Saint Jude church will never send you 
an email that is not from: 
@stjudehopatcong.org  
or 
@judechurch.org 

“HOPE”  
BEREAVEMENT 

GROUP 
The next meeting of the  

Bereavement  will be be on April  
26th at 12:00PM in Meeting 

Room. 
All are welcome. 

 
“Journey through your grief and 

learn to live again.” 

Women’s Sharing Group. 
meets every third Thursday of the 
month. The meeting next month is on 
May 21st in the Meeting Room of the 
Church from 7:00PM to 8:00PM. 
 

If interested 
please call  

Kathy Friel at 
973-398-8728. 

mailto:technology@patersondiocese.org
mailto:@patersondiocese.org
mailto:@stjudehopatcong.org
mailto:@judechurch.org
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SHOP RITE GIFT CARDS 

 
We express our heartfelt gratitude to all 
those who generously responded to our 
plea for assistance. Your overwhelming 
generosity has touched our hearts deeply.  
 
However, we find ourselves still in need of 
your continued support. Please consider 
that the church receives a 5% contribution 
when ShopRite certificates are pur-
chased. Your support through this avenue 
makes a significant difference. 
 
Additionally, you have the option to pur-
chase these certificates for your personal 
use as well. Your continued support is in-
valuable, and we are truly thankful for 
your consideration. 

LOCAL ALCOHOLIC  
ANONYMOUS MEETINGS 

Hopatcong has 4 Alcoholics Anony-
mous meetings per week 

 
Saturday:         11:00 AM  
Saturday Evening:  7:00 PM 
Sunday:    9:00 AM  
Sunday Evening:  5:00 PM 

 
All the meetings are on Lakeside 
Blvd 
in the lower level of the Senior Cen-
ter. 
 
What is so unique about this group? 
The Hopatcong’s group is 42 years 
old and was started at Saint Jude 
Church when Father Ryan was the 
Pastor. 



Jennifer Appolina, Matthew Bailey, Ann Bauer, 
Makayla Bennett, James Bonavota, Tom Brown, 
Kyle Bussey, Ethel Butler, Jordyn Cameron, To-
ni Castoro, William Cerra, Salvio Cerrada & 
Connie Cerrada, Amanda Church, Matthew 
Clemente, Cathy Collins, Linda Corcoran, Rich-
ard Costa, Tom Crouch, Shannon & Reggie 
Crowley, Claudia Davis, Joseph D’Amelio, Fred 
Dennhardt, Liliana DiFillippi, Dennis Doherty, 
Julie Dowden, Andy Downs, Vincent Esterly, 
Anne Ferguson, Richard Ferris, Nicholas Filtz, 
Deanna Foli, Charisse Forkey, Patty Galloway, 
Maria Ines Garcia, Will Garcia, Stephen Gravatt, 
Alan & Denise Gilbert, Beverly Gilmore, Katie 
Gowey, Jodie Grillo, Peter Grof, Jackie 
Hangley, Eleanor Henesay, Linda Hill, Max 
Howa, Stella Impagliazzo, Vera Joann, Andrea 
Jones, Avery Jones, Danny Kavanaugh, Terri 
Kellerman, Richard Kennedy, Walter Kester, 
Cheryl Knapp, Charlie La Capria, Theresa Leg-
gio, David Lind, Erin Loescher, Cheryl Lotitto, 
Richard Macari, Joan Major, Tyler Mahler, Rog-

er Manter, Carmella & Dominic Marino, Joanna 
Mark, Tracy Martinez, Sean McCann, Pat 
McDonald, Gerry McAdams, Nicole DeMott 
Mendia, Jeanine McKenna-Bender, Claire Mil-
ler, Carmen Mobley, Anthony Monetti, Maryann 
Moore, Sean Moros, Dan Murphy, Tom Nied-
bala, Kim Olenic, Joanne Orr, Betty Painter, 
Yvonne Paquing, Marion Parillo,  Bob Pecarific, 
Fran Pepe, Jason Perez, Cheryl Petrizzo, Frank 
& Dawn Piccione, Edward Pinkerman, Jeff 
Poyer, Lupita Pryor, Steven Rattner, Richard 
Ratti, Cathy Ricciuto, John Regis, Jacob & 
Jaxson Rivera, Denise Rogalski, Mary Rushka, 
Sammy Sanchez, Paul Sansevere, Elena 
Shenesky, Michael Slattery, Michael Sobczak, 
Catherine Sorace, William Stelmach, Mickey 
Stevens, Eric Strasser, Iwan Stoev, Phil 
Teetsel, Nancy Tevis, Natalitie Thompson, 
Kaylee Thornburg, Rosemarie Tiefenbacher, 
Anne Marie Truncali, Vicky Wheeler, Grzegorz 
Wierzbicki, Joyce Williams, Barbara Wulff, Kar-
lene Yaple. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO ARE SICK. 



1. Anyone baptized in the Roman Catholic faith 
who wishes to become a Member of Saint Jude 
in Hopatcong is asked to come to the parish of-
fice for registration. 
2. Certificate of Good Standing for Godparents or 
Confirmation Witnesses stating that a given per-
son is a believer and practicing Catholic will be 
issued at the parish office after three months of 
belonging to the parish community and fulfilling 
the obligations towards the parish. 
3. All Catholics in our parish are obliged to partic-
ipate in Sunday and holiday Masses and support 
our parish by making donations to the church 
using the envelopes received by mail. 
4. Any person 25 years old and older need to be 
registered under their own name to get the status 
of a parishioner of Saint Jude regardless of 
whether he lives with his parents or alone.  
5. Families who have changed their address are 
asked to inform the parish office in order to up-
date their address details. 

Our Staff: 
Rev. Peter Wierzbicki...................................Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Tom Friel.....................................Deacon 
Lillian Colello....................Administrative Assistant 

& Coordinator of CCD 
Safe Environment Coordinator 

Carol Belvedere……….......Front Desk Manager 
Henry Schmidt................................Parish Trustee  
Diane Pecarific…………………  Parish Trustee 
Chad Bennett......................................Bookkeeper 
Bernie Visto………...................................Organist  
Taya Shumerina........................................Organist  
Edie Vieth......................................................Cantor  
Karlene Yaple………...…………………..Cantor 
Danette Swanson                            Parish Events 
Frank Wimbush………...…………...…….OCIA, 

 & Knights of Columbus 
Rob Bond…………...…....…….Security Ministry 
 
How to register: 
If you are new to the parish or have not previ-
ously registered in the parish, please do so by 
calling the office at 973-398-6377 for a registra-
tion form.  
Also, if you are not receiving collection enve-
lopes, we can arrange to have them sent them 
to you. 
 
Our Parish Family invites all of its members to 
share fully in our spiritual and social life.   
 
If you change your address or telephone num-
ber, please contact us. All parishioners are re-
quested to use the regular Sunday envelopes or 
our Online Giving. If you are not receiving them, 
please call the Rectory 
Parish Center Rental 

If you would like to rent a Parish Hall, please call 
office at  973-398-6377 ext. 5 
For more information email  our  hall  rental com-
mittee: rental@stjudehopatcong.org 
 
Eucharistic Liturgies 
Sunday Masses: 5:00PM (Saturday Vigil 
Mass), 9:00AM and 11:00AM 
Weekday Masses (Mon - Sat) 8:00 a.m.  
Holy Days of Obligation To be announced  
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. or by appointment  
Adoration: every Wednesday after the morning 
mass 
 
Remember to always check the bulletin and 
listen to the announcements for any chang-
es and times for special liturgies. 
 
Sacraments: 
BAPTISMS is performed every 2nd & 4th Sun-
day during the 11:00AM Mass., unless other-
wise specified. Parents are asked to call the 
rectory to register. The Baptismal preparation 
meeting  on the first Monday of the month at 
7:30PM.  
 
MARRIAGE - Arrangements should be made at 
the Rectory no less than 6 months before the 
marriage date and prior to any social planning. 
To arrange for Pre-Cana, please call the  
Rectory.  
 
 
 
R.C.I.A. RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF 
ADULTS - Persons interested in learning of the 

Catholic faith, and any adult person who needs 
to receive Baptism, Eucharist or Confirmation. If 
you need information regarding this, please 
contact the Rectory.  
 
VISITATION OF THE SICK AND ELDERLY - 
Please keep us informed so that we can be 
attentive to those who are ill at home or in the 
hospital. Communion is brought upon request to 
the home. For the Sacrament of Anointing of the 
Sick, please call the Rectory and dial the emer-
gency extension to speak with the Pastor. 
 
Other  contacts 
 Official Website: 
 www. judechurch.org  
 Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/StJudeHopatcong 
 YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/  
 SaintJudeChurchHopatcong  
 Questions and requests for livestreaming: 
 l i ve@judechurch.org  

OFFICE 
HOURS 

 
Monday-Friday: 
9:00AM-3:00PM 

 
Weekends 

Closed 

You can always call us:  
973-398-6377 

Ext. 1 – Mass Schedule 
Ext. 2 – Office Hours 
Ext. 3 – Parish Office 
Ext. 4 – Lillian & Religious Education 
Ext. 5 – Parish Hall Rentals 
Ext. 6 – Deacon Tom & Baptismal 
             classes 
Ext. 8 – Security Ministry 
Ext. 9 – Fr. Peter & Emergencies 

mailto:rental@stjudehopatcong.org
http://www.facebook.com/StJudeHopatcong


McHugh-Tully Memorials

Ralph Rullis
President 

Dawn Nixdorff
Manager

Experts in Design Since 1919

5% Discount
Mention This Ad

We are specialists in Personalized 
Mausoleums, Upright Memorials 

and Markers for Cremation 
and Traditional Burials.

www.McHughMemorials.com • 973-887-0530 • 800-924-0514
214 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover, NJ 07936

CALL NOW TO BOOK
YOUR NEXT EVENT!

453 River Styx Road • Hopatcong NJ 07843
973-234-5300

Joshua Donovick, Esq.

NEED A NEW WILL?
SKYLANDS
LEGAL LLC

H H H H H

973.970.9583
SPARTA, NJ

“They made something
that was so complicated,

so easy.” ~Doris Y.

5 BOWLING GREEN PARKWAY

973-663-0233

"WHERE FRIENDS AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER!"

~ Join Us For Breakfast After Mass ~
Everything Homemade - Catering Available

973-810-3409
30 Hopatchung Road · Hopatcong

10% Discount 
For 

Seniors

~ Established 2015 ~
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

22 Howard Blvd., Suite 104 Mount Arlington, NJ 07856

We provide many services for the entire family:

www.MtArlingtonFamilyDentistry.com

Emanuel Catania, DMD

973-770-3322
info@mtarlingtonfamilydentistry.com

Cleanings · Digital Radiographs · Cosmetic Fillings · Porcelain Laminates 
Crowns & Bridges · Root Canals · Implant Restorations · Full & Partial Dentures 

Periodontal Gum Care · New “Cutting-Edge” Digital Impressions

“A Great Dental Experience...With a Gentle Touch!”

Protecting your family, securing your 
future and saving you money.

ANTHONY SESSA
Registered Representative

N.J. Lic. #1057181

amesessa@ft.newyorklife.com | 862-201-9655 

PLUMBING 
PROBLEMS?

Call...

973-398-0875
NJ License #10597 

Drains · Faucets · Toilets · Water Heaters · Your Plumbing 
thepoliteplumber.com

We’ll never ask 
how it happened!

MARISA 
HANSEN

Cell 973-610-3467 • Office 973-539-1120
marisa1313@verizon.net 

44 Whippany Road • Suite 230 
Morristown, NJ 07960

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated
www.hansenhomessales.com

Hopatcong Resident  
and Parishioner

"Helping You Make The Right Move"

080B (JA) - St. Jude's Parish Community, Hopatcong FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

President & Manager
NJ Lic. No. 4228

Continuing Joseph 
J.A. Cinotti's 
Commitment 

To Family Service

Michael J. 
Cinotti

Joseph R. 
Cinotti

Director

NJ Lic. 
No. 4098

(973)
398-3000

Leber-Lakeside
Funeral          Home

MAIN ROAD, 
LANDING   

NEW JERSEY 
07850

St. Jude's Parishioner & Member of 
KOFC #9914 • Hopatcong Resident

151 ROUTE 10 EAST • SUITE 203 • SUCCASUNNA, NJ
O: 973-206-1400 • Cell: 973-714-4441

FRANCES M. PEPE

TAX ONE PLU$

151 ROUTE 10 EAST • SUITE 203 • SUCCASUNNA, NJ
Office: 973-206-1400 • Cell: 973-714-4441

Specializing in Tax Solutions
Frances M. Pepe, Ph.D. • By Appointment Only

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION

francesmpepe@gmail.com

Broker/Owner
Ph.D, CRS


