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FROM OUR PASTOR... 

My dear parishioners and friends of Saint Stephen’s parish, 

 

As the summer months turned into autumn and now as we ap-

proach the Christmas season, there had been great hope that the 

pandemic would be over or, at least, lessened.  We know that 

this, unfortunately, is not yet a reality. 

 

Still, the Advent season offers us HOPE for our current situation.  

Hope that this will be over and Hope that we will see a return to 

normalcy. 

 

Advent is a journey that leads to Christ.  We prepare our homes 

for the celebration of Christ’s birth with decorations, trees, lights 

and the like but are we also preparing our hearts for the return of 

Our Lord at the end of time?   

 

Use this Advent season as a time to rediscover what is truly im-

portant in life, especially your spiritual life!  Make some time to 

rediscover the beauty of talking to God, one-on-one, in prayer.  

Rediscover something new about one of the saints or something 

new about the Catholic faith.  The efforts we put forward now 

will have great rewards later. 

 

May we be ready to welcome, into our homes and into our hearts, 

the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, our Emmanuel, a name 

which means “God is with us”! 

 

Thanks, as always, for your continued support of our parish!   

 

God bless you! 

Father Joe Mancini 
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Christmas Eve & Day Mass Schedule 

December 24 - 2pm, 4pm, 4:15pm (Hall), 6pm, 6:15pm (Hall), Midnight 

December 25 - 8am, 10am, 12pm 

Our pastor, Father Joe, recently spoke at all of the weekend 

Masses and presented the annual Financial Report to the parish-

ioners.  At the end of the last Fiscal Year (ending June 30, 2020) 

the parish realized a deficit of over $100,000.  Much of this defi-

cit was caused by the reduced offertory over the weeks that the 

Church was closed due to the pandemic. 

 

Father Joe invited the parishioners present, and those watching on 

the livestream, to consider a one-time, end-of-the-year gift to the 

parish. Many people and families were unable to go to the mov-

ies, the hair salons, etc.  We also spent less during the weeks of 

closures.  As we begin to receive, in the mail or via email, differ-

ent requests for charitable giving, why not make Saint Stephen’s 

a priority? 

 

The gifts that anyone makes would be above and beyond the nor-

mal offertory gifts that are made and can be used for tax deduc-

tion purposes.  Visit our website - www.ststephenkearny.com - 

and click on the button marked “End of Year Charitable Contri-

butions” and a form will pop up that can be used to restrict the 

gift.  Print out and complete the form and return it to the parish 

office.  Thank you for your consideration and generous response! 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

END-OF-YEAR CHARITABLE GIVING 

Christmas is an important 

time for Catholics and we 

see our biggest numbers 

of worshippers on Christ-

mas Eve & Day.  While 

the dispensation to attend 

Mass is still in effect, we 

will offer nine (9) Masses 

on December 24 and 25 to 

satisfy your obligation.  It 

will be necessary to regis-

ter for the Christmas Eve Mass-

es since we are only allowed a 

maximum of 150 people at 

each Mass. 

Please visit our website - 

www.ststephenkearny.com - 

for the most up-to-date infor-

mation on Christmas Eve & 

Day Masses. 

OPERATING HOURS                     

FOR THE                                        

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office observes 

the following schedule: 

Mondays - Fridays 

9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Saturdays & Sundays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

*subject to change for holiday 

hours 

 

The Parish Office will be 

CLOSED on the following 

days: 

 

Christmas Day - December 25 

New Year’s Day - January 1 

Martin Luther King Day - Janu-

ary 18 

President’s Day - February 15 
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CONFIRMATION, SEPTEMBER 24, 2020 

In our last newsletter, we congratulated the young adults and teens who 

received the Sacrament of Confirmation in June.  A second group of 

teenagers received their Confirmation in September.   

The original liturgy for Confirmation, scheduled, for June 7th, was 

postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Cardinal Tobin gave each 

pastor permission to administer the Sacrament to their candidates at a 

time of the pastor’s choosing.  The usual minister of Confirmation is a 

bishop and so this special permission, known as delegation, was neces-

sary for the Sacrament to be valid. 

Father Joe, having received this delegation, confirmed the twelve can-

didates on September 24th.  

Those who received Confirmation are: Christian Ascensao, Stephanie 

Bianchini, Matthew Branco, Nikki Carrera, Braeden Cunningham, 

Catherine DiMase, Francesca Gomez-Montejano, Victor Hanson, Mat-

thew Lawrence, Sarah Santos, Maeve Weber and Anna Yezzi. 

We congratulate the newly confirmed and pray that they, their sponsors 

and their families will always remain close to the Lord and rely on the 

gifts and the fruits of the Holy Spirit to make good decisions in life! 

DECEMBER   
SAINTS 

3 Francis Xavier 

4 John Damascene 

6 Nicholas 

7 Ambrose 

8 Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 

9 Juan Diego 

11 Damasus I 

12 Our Lady of Guadalupe 

13 Lucy 

14 John of the Cross 

21 Peter Canisius 

23 John Kanty 

26 Stephen 

27 John the Apostle 

28 Holy Innocents 

29 Thomas Becket 

31 Sylvester I 

 

*The Sunday after Christ-

mas is the Feast of the 

Holy Family - Jesus, 

Mary & Joseph 

The newly confirmed gather for a group picture at the end of the Mass on September 24th 
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JANUARY SAINTS 

1 Mary, the Holy Mother 

of God 

2 Basil the Great &          

Gregory Nazianzen 

3 Most Holy Name of 

Jesus 

4 Elizabeth Ann Seton 

5 John Neumann 

6 Andre Bessette;     

Epiphany (traditional) 

7 Raymond 

13 Hilary 

14 Ignatius of Antioch 

17 Anthony the Abbot 

20 Fabian; Sebastian 

21 Agnes 

22 Day of Prayer for Legal 

Protection of Unborn 

Children 

23 Vincent 

24 Francis de Sales 

25 Conversion of St. Paul 

26 Timothy & Titus 

27 Angela Merici 

28 Thomas Aquinas 

31 John Bosco  

 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS - SEPTEMBER, 2020 

While many of our children 

preparing for First Holy Com-

munion in May were disap-

pointed when the liturgies had 

to be postponed due to the 

pandemic, they were equally 

excited to receive Jesus for the 

first time in Holy Communion 

at two special liturgies in Sep-

tember! 

Each of the children was per-

mitted to have, in addition to 

their parents and siblings, ad-

ditional family members join 

them for the First Communion 

liturgies which took place Sep-

tember 26 and 27, 2020. 

 

We congratulate the children 

who received First Holy Com-

munion in September: Dyllan 

Belchior, Alana Cantor, Daniel 

Cooke, Allen Costanzo, Emily 

Dabrowski, Kayden Fonseca, 

Violet Garcia, Mason LaCorte, 

Brendan Mara, Michael Os-

tros, II, Ava Piccillo, Fabiana 

Ramos, Nico Russo, Alexander 

Sanchez, Richard Sanchez, Es-

lin Santos, Jr., Camilla Silva, 

Sophie Socci, and Michael 

Wademan 
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“We are introduced to two individuals...who 

can be, if we let them, models for us today.” 

In the traditional calendar, the Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord, celebrated on February 2nd each year, marked the conclu-

sion of the Christmas season.  This feast, occurring forty days 

after Christmas, is also referred to as “Candelmas Day” since the 

candles we use in Church throughout the year are blessed today.  

Many families leave their home Nativity sets up until this day, 

even though the other Christmas decorations have long since 

been put away. 

In the gospel assigned to this feast day, we are introduced to two 

individuals, Simeon and the prophetess Anna who can be, if we 

let them, models for us today. 

Simeon and Anna both spent much of their time each day praying 

in the Temple and awaiting the Messiah. Simeon even prophesies 

FOCUS ON LITURGY - PRESENTATION OF THE 
LORD 

  5 

FEBRUARY SAINTS 

2 Presentation of the Lord 

3 Blaise;                              

Ansgar 

5 Agatha 

6 Paul Miki & Companions 

8 Jerome Emiliani;                

Josephine Bakhita 

10 Scholastica 

11 Our Lady of Lourdes 

14 Cyril & Methodius 

17 Seven Holy Founders of 

the Servite Order 

21 Peter Damian 

22 The Chair of Saint Peter 

23 Polycarp 

 

to Mary that her own heart shall be pierced by a sword of sorrow 

(the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows is September 15th).  Both Sime-

on and Anna model for us the importance of daily prayer so that 

we, too, might be able to recognize the Messiah when he appears.   

Prayer is a true mark of Christian charity since it involves us both 

talking and listening to God.  Following the example of Simeon and 

Anna, may we be good pray-ers! 

And, if possible, please leave up your family Nativity set, even if 

it’s just Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus, in your homes until Feb-

ruary 2nd and have a special prayer as you put them away until next 

Christmas! 



Y 
ou may have wondered about the family 

that you have seen attending Mass togeth-

er at St. Stephen’s, the same family you 

may have seen walking together in the Corpus 

Christi procession from St. Stephen’s Church to 

Sacred Heart Chapel on Belgrove Drive or partici-

pating in any 

number of other 

Parish events. 

 

We are happy to 

feature the Logue 

Family - Kelly, 

Brian and their 

four children, 

Jack 17, Owen 15, 

Braidan 12 and 

Casey 10 - as this 

quarter’s Parish 

Family in the 

Spotlight. 

 

When asked 

about their St. 

Stephen’s activities and interests, the family was 

enthusiastic in responding that they enjoy partici-

pating in the Father Washington Mass and also the 

Advent Wreath making event. The children look 

forward to the Haunted Hallways during Hallow-

een. Jack, Owen and Braidan have participated 

through the years in the Living Stations of the 

Cross and they all like attending the Fish and Chip 

dinner on Ash Wednesday not only for the dinner 

but for the interactions with other parishioners. 

They feel that St. Stephen’s also has the most beau-

tiful Easter and Christmas Masses and the Church 

is beautifully decorated (and we will not dispute 

them on this point!) 

They participate 

in numerous 

community activ-

ities as well. The 

children play var-

ious sports in 

town, ice hockey, 

street hockey, 

soccer, crew and 

cross country.  

Brian enjoys 

coaching street 

hockey and has 

coached since his 

oldest son was 

five.  

 

 

Some of the family members are part of the St. 

Columcille Pipe Band in Kearny. Brian plays the 

bagpipes, Casey plays tenor drum and Owen and 

Braidan play snare drum. Kelly has been actively 

involved in multiple school PTA’s in the Kearny 

School District and enjoys volunteering her time 

especially when the time is spent on educational 

pursuits and interests. 

FAMILY SPOTLIGHT 
THE LOGUE FAMILY 

The Logue Family (left to right) 

Jack, Brian, Casey, Kelly, Braidan, Owen 



With the restrictions imposed during the pandemic 

many of the things they enjoy doing as individuals 

and as a family have come to a halt. March is a busy 

month for the Logue family as they celebrate their 

Irish Heritage by playing with other pipe bands 

during St. Patrick’s Day parades. They were only 

able to play in two parades in March. When the 

pandemic hit, the rest of the parades and various 

competitions, sports, school and Church activities 

were either canceled or closed. 

 

Their family life has also changed; they always 

looked forward to going to Church each week. With 

four children their schedule is very busy and Sun-

day Mass was always something they made time for 

as a family. Whether it was at noon or the Sunday 

evening Mass after a busy weekend, they always 

cherished their time in Church together with God. 

Brian remarks that “they say you don’t miss some-

thing until it’s gone and we miss attending Mass in 

person. Since March we have primarily attended 

Mass from our living room TV, watching the St. 

Stephen’s livestream together. In an odd way, we 

feel this Pandemic has strengthened our Faith and 

brought us closer to God. As I mentioned before it 

makes you realize what you miss and you tend to 

understand what matters most in your life.” 

 

It seems that the pandemic restrictions have taught 

them to concentrate on what matters most as 

Catholics. The entire family misses going to Church 

and receiving the Holy Eucharist. However, they 

feel their Faith has strengthened: “We can still hear 

the Gospel and listen to Mass via the livestream. 

Knowing that these times are scary and challenging 

we find ourselves praying more and appreciating 

the good things and blessings God has given us.” 

 

When asked if they had any suggestions to improve 

St. Stephens outreach to families and young 

adults, Brian and Kelly are quick to respond, “In 

our opinion, St. Stephen’s is very focused on family 

and youth outreach.”  

 

Both Kelly and Brian attended different parishes 

growing up. When they purchased their home in 

Kearny they registered at St. Stephen’s. Since then, 

Brian says “we have always felt welcome at St. Ste-

phen’s and all our children have attended or are 

attending St. Stephen’s CCD program. Our oldest 

son loves playing St. Stephen’s pipe organ. Bob 

Maidhof, the Director of Music, has spent many 

hours after mass giving Jack pointers. We have at-

tended family picnics on the grass, made Advent 

Wreaths, and presented the Gifts at Mass. We take 

our dog, Piper to get blessed during the yearly 

Blessing of the Animals on the feast of Saint Fran-

cis. St. Stephen’s is a great parish and very family 

oriented. Fr. Joe and all the staff at St. Stephen’s 

have always been great with our family and we feel 

we are lucky to worship God at St. Stephen’s and be 

part of the St. Stephen’s Parish.” 

 

 

 

 



SAINT STEPHEN’S PARISH 

Established in 1904 to meet the 

spiritual needs of Catholics in the 

Arlington section of Kearny, Saint 

Stephen’s has been home to genera-

tions of the faithful. 

Our beautiful church, dedicated in 

1939, has served as a focal point in 

the Town of Kearny.  Our worship 

of God each week is equal to none 

and the current parishioners strive 

to practice good Christian virtues in 

every aspect of daily life. 

We have inherited a great treasure 

of faith from our ancestors.  May we  

wisely use the gifts and talents that 

God has given us in order to build 

the Kingdom here on earth! 

May our patron, Saint Stephen, 

guide and direct us on our journey 

with the Lord. 

 

 

This Newsletter is being emailed to our 

parishioners who have provided an email 

address through the parish census. 

 

Copies of this Newsletter are also available 

for pick-up in the Church. 

The Church of Saint Stephen 
Archdiocesan Sanctuary      

of the Four Chaplains 
141 Washington Avenue 

Kearny, NJ 07032 
 

201-998-3314 
201-998-4924 (Fax) 

 
www.ststephenkearny.com 
thechurchofsaintstephen@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: 
Saint Stephen’s Roman 

Catholic Church 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

Have the “Best Advent Ever!” 

 

 

 

 

 

What or WHO are you seeking this Advent? 

Visit this website to get daily Advent reflections emailed to you: 

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent/best-advent-ever.html 


