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FROM OUR PASTOR... 

My dear parishioners and friends of Saint Stephen’s parish, 

 

What Is Christmas All About?!?!? 

 

These words, popularized in an anguished cry by Charlie Brown in “A 

Charlie Brown Christmas”, ought to be on the lips and minds of every 

Catholic Christian.   

 

For weeks now we have been exposed to Christmas decorations on 

sale in stores, “Black Friday”, “Cyber Monday” and other sales ads 

and Christmas music on the radio stations.  One wonders if the secular 

world even bothers to acknowledge Thanksgiving anymore. 

 

Two thousand years ago, Christ was born in poverty, in a borrowed 

manger in a stable because there was no room at the inn.  Today, we 

have turned the sacred moment of the dawning of our salvation into a 

call for more and more.  There is nothing impoverished about our cel-

ebration of Christmas these days. 

 

Is this what Christmas is all about?  No!  It is about our need for a 

Savior who would save us from ourselves.  Perhaps now, more than 

ever before, we need that Savior again.  We need the baby in the man-

ger to remind us that we are poor in spirit and totally dependent on 

God.   

 

And we need Advent to remind us to slow down and prepare our 

hearts for Christ’s coming.  We also need the days and months after 

Christmas to remind us to be ready for His coming at the end of time.  

May your celebration of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany open your 

hearts and minds to God’s love. 

 

God bless you! 

Father Joe Mancini 
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In February of this year, our annual “Father Washington Mass” 

was affected by the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.  The organ-

izing committee, in conjunction with the different veterans’ 

groups who usually attend, thought it best to forego any major 

public celebration given the age of the veterans and their poten-

tial vulnerability to contracting the virus.  On top of that, on the 

actual day of the Mass we had our second major snowstorm of 

the winter. 

 

This year, however, we anticipate a return to the traditional ob-

servances of the past.  The “Father Washington Mass” will be 

offered on Sunday, February 6, 2022 at 12:00 noon.  As of this 

writing, we have invited Bishop Gregory Studerus, the regional 

bishop of Hudson County to offer the Mass and preach.   

 

ANNUAL “FATHER WASHINGTON MASS” 
OPERATING HOURS                     

FOR THE                                        

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office ob-

serves the following 

schedule: 

 

Mondays - Fridays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

The Parish Office will 

be closed: 

Dec. 25 –Jan. 1 

January 17 

February 21 
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Synod of the Church 2021—2023 

Earlier this year, Pope Francis invited the Catholic Church around the world to join in a multi-

year Synod.  A Synod is a consultative body in the Church that seeks to address the issues that 

the Church faces—in both positive and negative ways.  The Pope hopes to clarify the 

Church’s mission, especially to those on the fringes on society. 

Within the Archdiocese of Newark, training sessions for 

parish staff and others have already been held to conduct 

the first phase of the Synod which is done on the parish 

level.  The format will follow very closely to a type of 

“town-hall” setting in which parishioners, young and old, 

are invited to share their thoughts and hopes for the 

Church.  We invite you to look forward to Saint Stephen’s 

participation in this process sometime in the winter 

months and to pray for clarity, understanding and honest 

discussion during the different phases of the Synod.  The 

Synod will conclude in the Fall of 2023 in Rome. 



Christmas Schedule 

 
Confessions before Christmas 

December 18/19 

30 minutes before each Mass 

December 20 

6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

December 23 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Masses 

 

Christmas Eve 

December 24 

4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

 

December 25 

Midnight (12:00 a.m.)* 

8:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

 

* We will livestream the Midnight Mass 

 

Please note—there is NO Mass at 5pm on 

Saturday, December 25th & January 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 
SAINTS 

3 Francis Xavier 

4 John Damascene 

6 Nicholas 

7 Ambrose 

8 Immaculate      

Conception 

9 Juan Diego 

11 Damasus 

12 Our Lady of      

Guadalupe 

13 Lucy 

14 John of the Cross 

21 Peter Canisius 

23 John of Kanty 

24 Christmas Eve 

25 Christmas Day 

26 Stephen 

27 John the Evangelist 

28 Holy Innocents 

29 Thomas Becket 

30 Sylvester 
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JANUARY  
SAINTS 

1 Mary, Mother of 

God 

2 Basil the Great 

3 The Holy Name of 

Jesus 

4 Elizabeth Ann Seton 

5 John Neumann 

6 Andre Bessette 

7 Raymond 

13 Hilary 

17 Anthony of Egypt 

19 Fabian 

20 Sebastian 

21 Agnes 

22 Vincent of           

Saragossa 

23 Marianne  Cope 

24 Francis deSales 

25 Conversion of St. 

Paul 

26 Timothy & Titus 

27 Angela Merici 

28 Thomas Aquinas 

31 John Bosco 

 

THE FEAST DAY OF SAINT STEPHEN 
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The following article first appeared in the blog of Thomas Craughwell on De-

cember 26, 2017 and was featured on the website of the National Catholic Reg-

ister (www.ncregister.com). 

 

Why December 26 was Chosen as the Feast of St. Stephen 

 

[On] December 26, the Christian world celebrates the feast of St. Ste-

phen. All we know about him comes from the Acts of the Apostles (talk 

about an unimpeachable source), chapters 6, 7 and 8. But there is anoth-

er story about St. Stephen, also historically accurate, and it is the reason 

why today was chosen as his feast day. 

 

In 415, a priest named Lucian was sleeping in the baptistery of his 

church located about 20 miles from Jerusalem. (He had the baptistery do 

double duty as his bedroom so he could protect the sacred vessels from 

being carried off and pawned by burglars). 

 

One night, when he was half awake, he saw an elderly man walking to-

ward him, calling him by name. “I am Gamaliel,” the old man said, 

“who instructed the apostle Paul in the law.” You’ll find Gamaliel men-

tioned in Acts, too—Acts 22:3—where St. Paul says that he studied the 

law “at the feet of Gamaliel.” It was Gamaliel who saved the lives of St. 

Peter and St. John when they appeared before the high priest and the 

Sadducees. The Sadducees wanted to execute the apostles, but Gamaliel 

advised caution. Regarding this teaching about Jesus, he said, “If this 

plan or this understanding is of men, it will fail; but if it is of God, you 
will not be able to overthrow them.” There is an ancient tradition that 

Gamaliel secretly became a Christian. 

 

In his appearance to Lucian, Gamaliel told him the location of the tomb 

of St. Stephen, which had been lost and forgotten for centuries. After 

Stephen’s martyrdom, Gamaliel had the body brought to his estate in 

Caphargamala (modern-day Beir Jimal, Israel) and buried in a tomb he 

had prepared for himself and his family. The lost tomb was not far from 

Lucian’s church. Then Gamaliel revealed something else—he and Nico-

demus, the man who came to Christ by night to satisfy himself that Je-

sus was the Messiah, and assisted Joseph of Arimathea in taking 

Christ’s body down from the cross and burying it in Joseph’s tomb, was 

also buried with Stephen (when the Jewish authorities in Jerusalem 

drove Nicodemus out of the city as a traitor to their faith, Gamaliel shel-

tered Nicodemus until the good man died). And Gamaliel was buried in 

the same spot, too.   

 

God had sent Gamaliel to Lucian because he wanted the relics enshrined 

in churches where, he said, “through their means, God might open to 

many the gates of His mercy.” Then Gamaliel instructed Lucian to go to 

Patriarch John, bishop of Jerusalem, and say that God wanted him to 

witness the opening of St. Stephen‘s tomb and then carry the relics to 

the Holy City. His message delivered, Gamaliel vanished. 



Lucian did not want to be gullible. After all, he had been only half 

awake when he had this vision—or perhaps it was only a dream. So he 

put off going to see Patriarch John, and prayed for guidance. Three 

weeks later Gamaliel returned and rebuked Lucian for his lack of faith. 

This time Lucian was convinced that the vision was authentic. He pro-

crastinated no longer, and called upon the patriarch. John instructed 

Lucian to conduct an excavation, and report on what he found. 

 

Lucian did indeed find the remains of the three saints. At this news, 

Patriarch John with a large crowd of clergy and the faithful, came to the 

tomb. He placed the bones of St. Stephen in a chest. As he did so, more 

than 70 witnessed who suffered from a variety of serious ailments, 

were healed. The date of the recovery of the relics of St. Stephen was 

December 26, 415. That is why we celebrate the feast of St. Stephen on 

December 26. 

 

The report that the relics of St. Stephen had been discovered sent a 

surge of religious joy through the Christian world. Among those excit-

ed by this unexpected gift from God was the great bishop and theologi-

an, St. Augustine. Some relics of St. Stephen had been sent to Hippo, 

site of Augustine’s cathedral. In his City of God Augustine tells story 

after story of the miraculous healings God granted through the interces-

sion of St. Stephen. After filling page after page of miracles he knew 

firsthand, because often he knew the person who had been healed, Au-

gustine says, “Now what am I to do? I am constrained by my promise 

to complete this work, a promise which must be fulfilled; and that 

means that I cannot relate all the stories of miracles that I know.” 

 

One of the stories Augustine did record tells of the day a portion of St. 

Stephen’s relics arrived at a neighboring diocese. The bishop and a 

great throng of Christians turned out and formed a grand procession to 

the newly built shrine. A blind woman was led to where the bishop was 

carrying the reliquary. The woman asked if she was near the saint. The 

bishop said yes, and gave her one of the flowers that decorated the reli-

quary. The woman applied the petals to her eyes, and immediately her 

sight was restored.  

 

And so, December 26 is the Feast of Saint Stephen because this is the 

day when, in God’s Providence, He restored Saint Stephen to us.   

 
(Image: Lorenzo Lotto, “The Stoning of Saint Stephen”) 
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FEBRUARY SAINTS 

2 Presentation of the 

Lord 

3 Blaise 

5 Agatha 

6 Paul Miki & Compan-

ions 

7 Colette 

8 Josephine Bakhita 

9 Jerome Emiliani 

10 Scholastica 

11 Our Lady of Lourdes 

14 Cyril & Methodius 

17 Seven Founders of the 

Order of Servites 

20 Jacinta & Francisco 

Marto 

21 Peter Damian 

22 Chair of Peter 

23 Polycarp 

27 Gabriel of Our Lady of 

Sorrows 

 

 



A dalberto and Uby Inoa began worship-

ping at St. Stephen’s Church in 2010 shortly 

after they were married and moved to Kearny. 

They have four children together, Aliyah, aged 

8, Eliana, 6 years old and 21 month old twins, 

Alberto Junior and Aria. Adalberto’s two old-

er sons Elijah and Jeremiah complete their 

family. 

 

Uby was raised in the Catholic faith and at-

tended Catholic school. As a child 

Adalberto served as an altar boy and later re-

ceived his sacraments through the 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

program. 

 

Uby and her two older daughters have helped  

with decorating the Church for the holidays 

and Aliyah has been a member of the chil-

dren’s choir since she was 5. Uby remembers 

that Aliyah could hardly read when she started 

but she loved to sing with Miss Devon and the 

other children. Eliana has also shown an inter-

est in singing but has yet to join the choir. Ad-

ditionally the girls love to dance, participate in 

gymnastics and soccer, play the piano and take 

horseback riding lessons. Unfortunately since 

the pandemic the dance school closed and the 

girls have not returned to most of their activi-

ties. 

 

Aliyah attended the second level CCD 

(Confraternity of Christian Doctrine) classes 

virtually with Miss Sherwen from October 

2020 to May 2021. During those months she 

participated fully in her classwork and in May 

2021 Aliyah received her First Holy Commun-

ion at St. Stephen’s. It was a special day for 

the family. 

 

The pandemic brought numerous challenges 

for the Inoa family. Uby remembers it well,  

(continued on the next page) 

 

 

Family in the Spotlight 

The Inoa Family 

The Inoa Family ~ 

Adalberto, Uby, Elijah, Jeremiah, Aliyah, 

Eliana, Adalberto, Jr. and Aria 



“When the pandemic first started I was on ma-

ternity leave from my position as a pediatric 

physical therapist after the birth of our twins. I 

found myself not only nursing and taking care 

of the twins but also having to home school a 

kindergartner and a second grader!  It was also 

difficult not being able to attend Mass in per-

son. We made the best of it and were sure to 

attend the livestream mass on Sundays.”  

 

Since the reopening of St. Stephen’s Church 

Uby, Aliyah and Eliana attend Mass together 

regularly. During these challenging times the 

family found comfort and strength by 

reflecting throughout the days on the many 

blessings in their lives. Uby said it best “for 

me it has been a way of praying to God with a 

grateful heart.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Inoa Family on Aliyah’s First Holy 

Communion Day in the spring. 

“Three Kings Sunday” 

Sunday, January 2, 2022 is the Solem-

nity of the Epiphany—the day on 

which, tradition tells us, the Three 

Kings traveled to visit the infant Sav-

ior. 

 

It is customary on this day to bless our 

homes by inscribing, over the door, the 

traditional blessing of the Kings.  

Blessed chalk and Blessed Epiphany 

water will be available at all Masses on 

January 2nd. 

 

In addition, we will welcome special 

guests to Saint Stephen’s Parish!  The 

Three Kings will be present in Hedges 

Hall after the noon Mass.  We invite all 

parishioners, especially families with 

children, to join us for this special 

event.  Refreshments will be served. 

 

In order to provide for everyone, 

please let us know that you will be 

coming—invitations were sent home 

through CCD and are also on the par-

ish website: ststephenkearny.com 



SAINT STEPHEN’S  
PARISH 

 
Established in 1904 to meet the 

spiritual needs of Catholics in the 

Arlington section of Kearny, 

Saint Stephen’s has been home to 

generations of the faithful. 

Our beautiful church, dedicated 

in 1939, has served as a focal 

point in the Town of Kearny.  

Our worship of God each week is 

equal to none and the current 

parishioners strive to practice 

good Christian virtues in every 

aspect of daily life. 

We have inherited a great treas-

ure of faith from our ancestors.  

May we  wisely use the gifts and 

talents that God has given us in 

order to build the Kingdom here 

on earth! 

May our patron, Saint Stephen, 

guide and direct us on our jour-

ney with the Lord. 

 

 

This Newsletter is being emailed to 

our parishioners who have 

provided an email address through 

the parish census. 

 

Copies of this Newsletter are also 

available for pick-up in the Church. 

The Church of Saint Stephen 

Archdiocesan Sanctuary of the Four 

Chaplains 

141 Washington Avenue 

Kearny, NJ 07032 

 

201-998-3314 

201-998-4924 (Fax) 

 

ststephenkearny.com 

thechurchofsaintstephen@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: 

Saint Stephen’s Roman Catholic Church 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

Year—End Giving 

 
To make a year-end gift to your 

parish to help us maintain our 

mission, ministries and physical 

plant, please visit our website 

www.ststephenkearny.com and 

click on the yellow box entitled 

“End of Year Charitable Con-

tributions”. 

 

We invite you to consider re-

stricting your gift to the 

“Windows to Heaven” fund 

which will help us make neces-

sary repairs to our stained glass 

windows. 


