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FROM OUR PASTOR... 

My dear parishioners and friends of Saint Stephen’s parish, 

 

The calendar pages continue to turn, perhaps at too quick a pace 

for some of us, and we are again on the threshold of the Fall  

season of the year.  I hope and pray that you have continued to 

be well and safe - from the coronavirus, from recent storms and 

other things that may cause stress! 

 

With the end of summer vacations we turn our attention to the 

beginning of a new school year.  I want to wish all of our       

students the best of luck as classes resume; to those who are 

moving on to college, graduate school or the workforce, may 

God grant you the wisdom and knowledge to do well and be 

who He has called you to be.  We also want to acknowledge our 

teachers and those who spend time with our students - may you 

be blessed with patience and all good things! 

 

As the school year begins, parish life at Saint Stephen’s begins 

to pick up again.  Since June, our Church has been opened at 

100% capacity for Mass and the celebrations of the Sacraments.  

The various groups and ministries in the parish have begun to 

resume in-person meetings.  CCD classes will be held with in-

person instruction soon.   

 

In this newsletter, you will read up on what we are planning for 

the next few months.  Most importantly, for those who have not 

yet been back to worship in-person with us, I hope to see you 

soon! 

 

God bless you! 

Father Joe Mancini 
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On Friday, September 10, 2021, Saint Stephen’s hosted the 

Town of Kearny’s 9/11 Remembrance Service.  The other 

Christian churches in town joined us for this very special twenti-

eth anniversary memorial. 

 

The Reverend Doctor Lillian Ramos of the First Baptist Church 

in Arlington delivered the sermon.  In addition, Joe Reese, the 

brother of Judy Reese, one of the 9/11 victims spoke as did 

Mayor Alberto Santos. 

 

We wish to thank 

the Scouts of Unit 

305 who spent the 

days prior to the 

service placing 

3,000 American 

flags on the Church 

lawn as a tribute to 

each of the victims 

who died. 

 

WELCOME BACK!  WELCOME HOME! 

9/11 REMEMBRANCE - 20 YEARS 

Even though the coronavirus 

variants continue to cause    

concern among many, especial-

ly the unvaccinated, the Arch-

diocese of Newark continues to 

encourage the faithful to attend 

Mass in-person.   

Following the current CDC 

guidelines, those who are fully 

vaccinated are not required to 

wear a face mask or practice 

social distancing.  Those who 

are not fully vaccinated are 

asked to kindly wear a mask 

and practice social distancing in 

the Church for the health and 

safety of all. 

We have reinstituted the Sign 

of Peace at Mass - you are 

asked to nod or give a slight 

wave to those around you when 

directed to do so.  Physical con-

tact at the Sign of Peace (a 

handshake, a hug or a kiss) is 

reserved to those in the same 

household only. 

Communion on the tongue is 

allowed but we ask that those 

who are unvaccinated continue 

to receive in the hand. 

OPERATING HOURS                     

FOR THE                                        

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office observes 

the following schedule: 

 

Mondays - Fridays 

9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

The Parish Office is 

closed: 

September 6                   

Labor Day 

 

November 25          

Thanksgiving Day 
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Revised Confession & Adoration Schedule 
(effective September 1, 2021) 

 

Please note our new schedule as outlined below: 

Confession 
(The Sacrament of Reconciliation) 

 

Saturdays 

4:15 p.m. 

 

Sundays 

7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Mondays 

6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.* 

______________ 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Every First Friday of the Month 

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

 

Mondays 

5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.* 

 

Adoration always concludes with Benediction 

of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*(except Labor Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day  

& other major holidays) 

SEPTEMBER 
SAINTS 

3 Gregory the Great 

5 Teresa of Calcutta 

(Mother Teresa) 

8 Nativity of Mary 

9 Peter Claver 

12 The Holy Name of Mary 

13 John Chrysostom 

14 Exaltation of the Holy 

Cross 

15 Our Lady of Sorrows 

16 Cornelius & Cyprian 

17 Robert Bellarmine 

19 Januarius                    

(San Gennaro) 

20 Korean Martyrs 

21 Matthew 

23 Pius of Pietrelcina 

(Padre Pio) 

26 Cosmas & Damian 

27 Vincent de Paul 

28 Wenceslaus; Lorenzo 

Ruiz 

29 Archangels Michael, 

Gabriel & Raphael 

30 Jerome 
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OCTOBER SAINTS 

1 Thérèse of Lisiuex 

2 Guardian Angels 

4 Francis of Assisi 

5 Francis Xavier Seelos 

6 Bruno;                     

Marie Rose Durocher 

7 Our Lady of the Rosary 

9 Denis;                    

John Leonardi 

11 John XXIII 

14 Callistus 

15 Teresa of Avila 

16 Hedwig;            

Margaret M. Alacoque 

17 Ignatius of Antioch 

18 Luke 

19 North American  

Martyrs 

20 Paul of the Cross 

22 John Paul II 

23 John of Capistrano 

24 Anthony Mary Claret 

28 Simon & Jude 

 

ARE YOU PROPERLY FORMED? 
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Earlier this year, Saint Stephen’s parish joined a growing effort in 

the Catholic Church in the United States to help every Catholic, 

and even those who are not Catholic but inquiring about the Faith, 

to learn more about the Church, the Sacraments, the Teachings, 

the Commandments, etc. 

 

Described by some as “Catholic Netflix”, FORMED provides the 

very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations to 

help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith any-

where. Literally thousands of movies, children’s programs, 

ebooks, audio, parish programs and studies are sent direct to your 

browser, mobile or connected device.  

 

FORMED also aids your participation in the New Evangelization 

of the Church; you can share content with a friend, offer them a 

subscription or simply discuss with them what you have watched 

or read. 

 

FORMED is a FREE service to any parishioner!  Saint Stephen’s 

parish pays a yearly subscription fee and is listed on the 

FORMED website for anyone to access their personal subscrip-

tion.  We would like to thank those donors who contributed to our 

“End of Year” Giving campaign at the end of 2020.  Those who 

restricted their gifts to the Adult and Youth Formation part of the 

campaign have allowed us to offer FORMED to the parish! 

 

We strongly encourage all of our parishioners, families, single 

adults, young adults, teens and children, to subscribe to 

FORMED today!  Please see the sign-up process on the next 

page. 

 

The reviews are clearly in favor of FORMED.  So many, espe-

cially during the pandemic lockdowns, turned to this trusted     

resource to go deeper into their faith, especially when they were 

unable to participate in person.  FORMED will open a new way 

to help Catholics and those interested in the Catholic faith come to 

know, understand and love what the Church is about! 



How to Sign-Up for FORMED 

1. Go to 

www.formed.org 

and click on the 

“Sign Up” button 

 

 

 

2. Click the “Sign Up 

as a Parishioner” 

button on the pop-

up screen. 

 

 

 

 

3. On the next screen, 

enter the zip code 

07032. 

 

4. Click on “St. Ste-

phen’s Church” 

and then click 

“Next” 

 

5. Enter your name 

and email address 

and then click 

“Sign Up” 

 

 

 

6. Follow the remaining prompts to access your FREE subscrip-

tion to FORMED and enjoy unlimited Catholic content! 

 

7. If you find something on FORMED that you think others in 

the parish will benefit from, drop us a note and let us know so 

that we can share with them! 
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NOVEMBER SAINTS 

1 All Saints 

2 All Souls 

3 Martin dePorres 

4 Charles Borromeo 

9 Dedication of the Lateran 

Basilica in Rome 

10 Leo the Great 

11 Martin of Tours 

12 Josaphat 

13 Frances Xavier Cabrini 

15 Albert the Great 

16 Margaret of Scotland;  

Gertrude 

17 Elizabeth of Hungary 

18 Dedication of the Basilica 

of Saint Peter & Saint Paul 

in Rome;                            

Rose Philippine Duchesne 

21 Presentation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

22 Cecilia 

23 Clement;                    

Columban;                      

Miguel Agustín Pro 

24 Vietnamese Martyrs 

25 Catherine of Alexandria 

30 Andrew 

 

 



“If someone among you hear Christ’s call to a 

complete gift of self in the religious life, do not 

reject such a noble, though demanding, pro-

posal. Have the courage to say yes generously 

and firmly: this can give an incomparable 

depth of meaning to your whole life.” 

 

- Saint John Paul the Great 

 

 

For several years our parish has included a 

particular petition at Sunday Mass “for an in-

crease in vocations to the priesthood and reli-

gious life, especially from this parish”.  Such 

vocations are born, supported and sustained, in 

part, from a parish as well as one’s own fami-

ly. 

 

This call to religious life was recently acted 

upon by one of our long-time parishioners.  

Cathy Buchanan, a familiar face to so many, 

made the decision, through prayer and dis-

cernment, to consider a vocation to the reli-

gious life with the Dominican Sisters of Peace. 

 

Cathy was an important part of parish life here 

at Saint Stephen’s.  She was a lector at Mass 

and a Minister of Holy Communion.  She 

taught CCD for several years and assisted with 

the youth group, joining them on mission trips 

and pilgrimages to World Youth Day events. 

 

Outside of her parish ministry, Cathy was, for 

many years, an officer with the New Jersey 

Department of Corrections.  After retiring 

from the Corrections Department, she set out 

to complete a Masters Degree in Theology and 

Pastoral Ministry. 

 

Cathy worked for the Church of Our Lady of 

the Blessed Sacrament in Roseland for a few 

years, serving as Pastoral Associate for Litur-

gy and was the parish coordinator for the Pro-

tection of Young People and the Faithful. 

 

In the summer of 2020, Cathy left New Jersey 

to begin a year of more intense discernment 

with the Dominican Sisters of Peace.  On July 

11, 2021, Sister Cathy Buchanan was admitted 

as a Novice.  She is currently in Chicago par-

ticipating in the Collaborative Dominican No-

vitiate.   

 

We thank God for the gift of discernment to 

religious life and wish Sister Cathy the very 

best.  May we remember her in our daily pray-

ers! 

Sister Cathy Buchanan (right) and Sister Tram Bui 

(left) at their Admission to the Novitiate on July 11, 

2021. 

Spotlight on 

VOCATIONS TO THE RELIGIOUS LIFE 



F ather Luis Car-

los Rodrigues 

is assigned to Saint 

Stephen’s parish as 

our new parochial 

vicar. 

 

Father Luis was born 

in Brasilia in Brazil 

in 1983 and speaks 

English, Spanish and Portuguese. 

 

Father Luis’ parents, Joaquim Manuel and 

Maria Aparecida adopted Father when he was 

ten months old.  He grew up without knowing 

the reason why his biological mother gave him 

up for adoption but later found out that she 

was unable to give him the proper care that an 

infant required.  Father Luis is very open and 

honest when discussing this part of his life and 

is happy that he has been able to meet his bio-

logical mother and reconcile with her.  He is 

also happy that God gave him a family that 

was able to provide for him throughout his 

life. 

 

Father Luis is the oldest of his step-siblings; 

he has two stepbrothers and one stepsister.  In 

addition, his birth mother has two other chil-

dren.  He is the only member of his immediate 

family in the United States. 

Father Luis began his discernment to the 

priesthood in his native Brazil and through the 

Neo-Catechumenal Way.  The “Way” is an 

itinerary of Christian formation in the Catholic 

Church. 

 

Father Luis’ discernment brought him to the 

Archdiocese of Newark where he lived at Re-

demptorist Mater Seminary on Passaic Ave-

nue in Kearny.  After some years of study, Fa-

ther was sent on mission to Hartford, Connect-

icut and then returned to the Archdiocese 

where he was ordained a deacon.  He was as-

signed to diaconal ministry at Saint Aloysius/

Saint Benedict in Newark.   

 

On Saturday, May 29, 2021, Father Luis was 

ordained a priest by Cardinal Tobin at the Ca-

thedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart and began 

his assignment at Saint Stephen’s on July 1st. 

 

Among Father’s hobbies are running and 

cooking. 

 

We are happy that Father Luis is a part of our 

parish family; he will coordinate an outreach 

to Spanish-speaking parishioners and families 

among other things. 

 

Welcome 

Father Luis Carlos! 

“Courage, brothers and sisters! We are not alone. Christ is with us and He sends us angels to give 

us the Good News. Do not be afraid! The Scriptures say, ‘Fear not, for I am with you; be not dis-

mayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my right-

eous right hand!’ (Is. 41:10). ‘If God is for us, who can be against us?’ (Romans 8:31)’” 



SAINT STEPHEN’S PARISH 

Established in 1904 to meet the 

spiritual needs of Catholics in the 

Arlington section of Kearny, Saint 

Stephen’s has been home to genera-

tions of the faithful. 

Our beautiful church, dedicated in 

1939, has served as a focal point in 

the Town of Kearny.  Our worship 

of God each week is equal to none 

and the current parishioners strive 

to practice good Christian virtues in 

every aspect of daily life. 

We have inherited a great treasure 

of faith from our ancestors.  May we  

wisely use the gifts and talents that 

God has given us in order to build 

the Kingdom here on earth! 

May our patron, Saint Stephen, 

guide and direct us on our journey 

with the Lord. 

 

 

This Newsletter is being emailed to our 

parishioners who have provided an email 

address through the parish census. 

 

Copies of this Newsletter are also available 

for pick-up in the Church. 

The Church of Saint Stephen 
Archdiocesan Sanctuary      

of the Four Chaplains 
141 Washington Avenue 

Kearny, NJ 07032 
 

201-998-3314 
201-998-4924 (Fax) 

 
www.ststephenkearny.com 
thechurchofsaintstephen@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: 
Saint Stephen’s Roman 

Catholic Church 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

Triduum in Honor of Saint John Paul II 

 

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday 

 

October 20, 21 & 22, 2021 

7:30 p.m. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Recitation of the Rosary 

Confessions 

Veneration of a First-Class Relic 

 

Saint John Paul II, pray for us! 


