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FROM OUR PASTOR... 

Dear Friends, 

“Let the peace of Christ reign in your hearts.” These words from Saint Paul’s letter to the 

Colossians (chapter 3, verse 15) sum up part of our mandate to live as Jesus’ disciples in  

the world today. 

 

We know that it is not easy to be a Christian; the world presents us with temptations to give 

in to secular thinking. So many parts of our society today are intent on pushing God out of 

the way and allowing a “person-centered” attitude to take over. When we turn away from 

God, to whom can we turn? 

 

Evil is prevalent in the world today – the senseless violence in our schools and in our 

neighborhoods, the violence committed against the dignity of the human person through 

racism, abortion and mercy-killing (just to name a few), and the lack of charity in speech 

and action towards each other all prevent the peace of Christ from reigning in our hearts.  As 

we come to the end of the Easter season at Pentecost (this year, on June 5th ) we need to 

retain Christ’s peace in our hearts more than ever. What exactly is Christ’s peace? Part of 

the answer is that it is the knowledge that He is always with us. Jesus promised this to the  

Apostles and to us as he ascended to heaven; that He would not abandon us but send the 

Holy Spirit. The peace of Christ is also the knowledge that, through baptism and confirma-

tion, we have been given the ability to be Christ to one another. In the words of the “Prayer 

of Saint Francis”, a much loved hymn, we hear “Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, let me give pardon; where there is sadness, let me bring joy”. 

 

We must do what we can to share the peace of Christ with others but we must first remem-

ber that we cannot give what we do not have. If the peace of Christ is not within us how can 

we share it? So let us first work on cultivating and maintaining the peace of Christ in our 

own hearts – bring an end to un-Christian speech and actions within ourselves (i.e. stop 

gossiping, stop spreading rumors, stop talking about others faults and weaknesses); promote 

a respect for all life at every stage (honor the elderly, take a stand against abortion) and seek 

the grace of God through frequent confession and a worthy reception of Holy Communion. 

Then, and only then, can we offer the peace of Christ to others. 

 

Saint Paul concludes that section of his letter to the Colossians with the admonition to “be 

thankful”. Let us first and foremost, and always, thank God for His love for us. 

 

In Christ, 

Father Joe Mancini 
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Upcoming events 

June 19th: Corpus Christi Procession starts at St Stephen’s Church 

after the 12 noon Mass and will walk through the local streets.  All are 

welcome to participate.  This procession gives witness that Catholics 

believe in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist. 

June 19th:  Father’s Day is observed with remembrance candles.  The 

candle request form is available on the website.  Request forms are 

due to the parish office by June 14. 

July 3:  Sunday Mass in Spanish at 1:30pm will be added to the regu-

lar Mass schedule. 

July 9th: Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Mother Cabrini, Yonkers, New 

York City led by Fr. Luis.  The bus will depart from St Stephen’s 

Church at 10:00am and return to the church at 3:00pm.  The pilgrim-

age includes a Staff-led Introduction, guided tour, Mass, and personal 

time.   Cost is $35/person and pilgrims are asked to bring a brown bag 

lunch. To sign up, contact the rectory, payment is due with registra-

tion. 

July:  Movie Nights!  Dates and movie selections to be announced. 

September 18th:  The Annual Parish Picnic will take place on the 

church grounds.  Save the date, more details will follow.  

 

Watch our bulletin, website and Facebook page for updates.   

 

OPERATING HOURS                     

FOR THE                                        

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office observes 

the following schedule: 

 

Mondays - Fridays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

The Parish Office will be 

closed: 

July 4 

September 5 

 

Please note : our office 

hours are subject to change 

without notice. 
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Summer Schedules Effective May 23  

 

Masses: 

Saturday (Vigil Mass) 5:00pm;  

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am and 12:00noon;  1:30pm (Spanish –beginning July 3) 

Monday through Friday 9am 

Wednesdays 7pm (Spanish) 

Saturday 8:30am  

First Friday 7:00 pm (Portuguese) 

 

Confession: Adoration: 

Sunday 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am Monday 5:30pm-7:00pm (except July 4th & Labor Day) 

Monday 6:00pm (except July 4th & Labor Day) First Friday 9:30am -10:30am 

Saturday 4:15pm 



JUNE SAINTS 

1 Justin 

2 Marcellinus & Peter 

3 Charles Lwanga and 

Companions 

5 Pentecost 

6 The Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Mother of the Church 

9 Ephrem 

11 Barnabas 

12 Most Holy Trinity 

13 Anthony of Padua 

19 Corpus Christi 

21 Aloysius Gonzaga 

22 Paulinus of Nola & John 

Fisher and Thomas More 

23 Nativity of St. John the 

Baptist 

24 Most Sacred Heart of 

Jesus 

25 The Immaculate Heart of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 

28 Irenaecus 

29 Peter and Paul, Apostles 

30 The First Martyrs of the 

Holy Roman Church 
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SPRING BUSTLED AT ST STEPHEN’S  

In the spring letter “From Our Pastor”, Fr Joe discussed the time of Lent 
and the coming of life that spring brings in both nature and the liturgical 
seasons.   
 
It has been a wonderful spring here at St Stephen’s.   After two years of 
restrictions, we were able to fully celebrate these liturgical seasons to-
gether in person. 
 
We brought Lent to a close by entering Holy Week. Many activities 
filled Holy Week from special readings to sacred traditions reminding us 
of the last days and hours of Jesus’ time of ministry.  There are many 
people to thank for the success of this incredibly special and holy time of 
the year, from each and every person that attended any of the services to 
all that played a role in executing the events of the week.  A lot of prepa-
ration went on behind the scenes from beautifully decorating our gothic-
style church, choir practice, preparations by 16 altar servers, practices 
and many other activities too numerous to list here.   
 
We entered Holy week with a procession led by CCD students from out-
side the church, down the aisle and up to the altar to begin the 10:00 
Mass of Palm Sunday.  This procession recalls Jesus riding the mule into 
Jerusalem amid the welcoming crowds.   
 
On Wednesday, April 13 the Living Stations of the Cross were presented 
by parish youth.  Many people came to attend and the teens did a fabu-
lous job.  
 
We entered the Triduum with Holy Thursday’s celebration of the Last 
Supper.  Jesus giving us, his disciples, the first Holy Eucharist which we 
repeat at every mass; The pastor washed the feet of 12 parishioners, re-
peating Jesus washing the feet of his 12 apostles (John 13:1-17). At the 
end of the service, the Living Jesus in the Eucharist was removed from 
the altar and placed in the Sanctuary of the Four Chaplains via a proces-
sion around the church.  Many parishioners stayed and prayed in watch 
over Jesus as we recall Jesus’ time praying in the Garden of Gethsemane 
(Luke 22:39-46) 
 
Good Friday, although seen as a solemn day of Jesus’ death, we got re-
minded that He had to die before His resurrection.  For the first time, we 
held a Spanish Service of The Passion at 7pm, after which the life-size 
statue of Jesus Christ was laid at the foot of the altar.  Many came over 
the next hours for time in silent prayer and reflection. 
 
(article continued on next page) 



JULY  SAINTS 

1 Junipero Serra 

5 Anthony Zaccaria & 

Elizabeth of Portugal 

6 Maria Goretti 

9 Augustine Zhao Rong 

and Companions  

10 Benedict 

13 Henry 

14 Kateri Tekakwitha 

15 Bonaventure 

16 Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel 

17 Camillus de Lellis 

20 Appollinaris 

21 Lawrence of Brindisi 

22 Mary Magdalene 

23 Bridget 

25 James, Apostle 

26 Joachim and Anne 

29 Martha, Mary and  

Lazarus 

30 Peter Chrysologus 

31 Ignatius Loyola 

 

SPRING BUSTLED AT ST STEPHEN’S  (CONT’D) 
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We closed out the Triduum with Holy Saturday and brought in 

the Light of the Resurrected Jesus with the Easter Vigil.  The 

Easter Vigil starts after sundown in the church yard with a fire. It 

rained, so the usual bonfire was replaced with a smaller fire con-

tained in a vessel.  The new Paschal Candle was lit and the light 

spread to individual candles for the procession into the dark 

church. The return of The Gloria and Alleluia brought an end to 

the darkness and the beginning of joy.  During the Easter Vigil, 

those adults who had been preparing for Baptism received the 

three sacraments of initiation – Baptism, First Communion, and 

Confirmation.   

 

Easter Sunday is not the start and end of Easter.  Easter continues 

for 50 days, as we continue to rejoice in the light of the resurrec-

tion through the liturgy, ending on Pentecost Sunday, June  5th. 
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AUGUST SAINTS 

1 Alphonsus Liguori 

2 Eusebius of Vercelli & Peter 

Julian Eymard 

4 John Viannery 

5 Dedication of the Basilica of 

St. Mary Major 

6 Transfiguration of the Lord 

7 Cajetan 

8 Dominic 

9 Teresa Benedicta of the 

Cross 

10 Lawrence 

11 Claire 

12 Jane Frances de Chantal 

13 Pontian and Hippolytus 

14 Maximillian Mary Kolbe 

15 The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

16 Stephen of Hungary 

19 John Eudes 

20 Bernard 

21 Pius X 

22 Queenship of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

23 Rose of Lima 

24 Bartholomew, Apostle 

25 Louis & Joseph Calasanz 

27 Monica 

28 Augustine 

29 Passion of St John the Bap-

tist  

 

 

SEASON OF SACRAMENTS 

Easter reminds us of the new life given to us by Christ.  That 

new life is reflected in our Sacraments.  One of our duties as 

members of the parish is to pray for one another and for those 

receiving sacraments each year. 

 

Baptism:  So far in 2022, seven infants and young children have 

been baptized into the faith.  

 

First Communion:   On April 30th and May 7th, 23 of our par-

ish children received their First Penance and Frist Communion. 

The two classes of students worked hard all year preparing for 

the sacraments.  Being eligible to receive the Sacrament of the 

Eucharist at every Mass after our first continues to nurture our 

bond with Christ. 

 

Holy Orders:  On May 28, The Archdiocese ordained five men 

as priests.  Our own parish priests observe their ordination anni-

versaries at this time.  Fr. Joe celebrates 21 years as a priest; Fr. 

Luis 1 year;  Msgr.  Kulig, 61 years; and Fr. Ortiz, 13 years, rep-

resenting a total of 96 years of priesthood presiding over our 

congregation.  Let us always pray for an increase in vocations to 

the priesthood and religious life; perhaps the Lord is calling 

some from our own parish to serve the Church? 

 

Confirmation:  On June 8th, 21 of our youth will receive the 

Sacrament of Confirmation, completing their initiation into the 

Catholic Church.  The students have been diligent in their for-

mation since First Communion and especially these last two 

years preparing to receive the sacrament.  Receiving the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation has them declare themselves ready to bear 

witness to the Lord; and through the Sacrament, the Holy Spirit 

is bestowed upon them to strengthen them for this journey. 

 

Initiation for Adults:  On April 16th, as part of the Easter Vig-

il, Liliana Macavilca  and Johnathan Routis received the Sacra-

ments of Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation.  Liliana 

said that this journey “made me realize how much I needed Je-

sus Christ in my life to be myself”.  Jonathan said “I am aware 

that the greatest blessing of receiving the sacraments is not be 

the culmination of one's spiritual journey. It is important to re-

main faithful and steadfast, for the world is enveloped with dis-

torted fabrication and never-ending temptations.  

 

Anyone interested in receiving sacraments, for youth or adult, 

please contact the parish office. 



LIFE IN HEDGES HALL 
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The CCD classes for grades 1-8 were back in person in Hedges Hall this year.  The 
grades were split up across multiple days/times:  Sunday evening, Monday afternoon, 
Tuesday afternoon and Tuesday evening.   The CCD Scholastic year ended with the 
final classes on May 10. Students, teachers and families continued to expand their un-
derstanding of the Catholic Catechism.  
 
The Rosary Altar Society hosted their annual Social on May 2.  A wonderful time was 
had by the large group that attended.  Proceeds go to the Sanctuary Fund for altar 
cloths and such and for other ministries.   
 
Saint Stephen’s Youth Group hosted a “Make-Your-Own Ice Cream Sundaes” event 
on May 7th.   This social was open to students ranging from 7th to 12th grade.  It was a 
rainy, dreary Saturday night outside.  Inside, Hedges hall was filled with laughter and 
joy.  There was a station for creating ice cream sundaes; tables to sit, chat, and eat; and 
lots of games scattered around the hall.  This group of teens had a great time being 
with friends, fellow classmates and meeting new people in their age group.  

 Saint Frances Xavier 

Cabrini lived, for a 

brief time, in the Town 

of Kearny while estab-

lishing Saint Anthony’s 

Orphanage on Passaic 

Avenue in what is now 

Redemptoris Mater 

Seminary.  Our pil-

grimage will help us to 

know more about this 

remarkable woman—a 

woman who left her 

home to travel to a 

strange land in the 

hope of  bringing 

Christ’s love to the 

most vulnerable. 

 

Please sign up in the parish office.  

Further information will be sent to 

those who sign up. 



 

The Catholic faith of the Alda Family, Danielle, 

Alan, Francesca 9, Dylan 6 and Danielle’s mom 

Dolora has deep roots. Both Alan’s and 

Danielle’s family are devout Catholics. Dolora’s 

family was very active in their parish in the Philip-

pines for many years where they offered their 

time, talents and treasures to the Catholic commu-

nity. 

 

From the Philippines the family settled in Jersey 

City worshipping at Our Lady of Victories. Dan-

ielle attended OLV Elementary School. Her grand-

parents were lectors and Eucharistic ministers and 

following in their footsteps, Danielle volunteered 

as an altar server. 

 

The family has been worshipping at St. Stephen’s 

since 2000 and Francesca and Dylan attend CCD 

classes. Francesca received First Holy Commun-

ion in 2021. Dylan is on track to  receive his First 

Penance and First Holy Communion in May of 

2023. 

 

Francesca and Dylan have enrolled in the sum-

mer tennis camp at the Arlington Players Club. 

They both love music. They sing while Frances-

ca plays guitar. They enjoy playing the drums 

and piano as well. Danielle and the children are 

considering joining the choir at St. Stephen’s. 

Francesca and Dylan are also enrolled in 

KEEP (Kearny Explorers Enrichment Pro-

gram). Danielle remarks that “during the quaran-

tine times our family life changed a bit. We at-

tended mass on the livestream and also some-

times would watch Filipino masses on 

YouTube”.  

   

Danielle’s grandmother passed away on April 

27th . Danielle and her extended family have been  

 

 

 

 

praying the rosary every day since. Their Faith 

has helped them cope with their loss. 

 

When asked if the family has any suggestions 

for improving St. Stephen's, they agree that 

"St. Stephen's parish, as a whole does, great 

things for the community and needs no im-

provement". They feel that it is up to individu-

als in the community to join and be part of the 

parish and participate in the opportunities the 

parish offers.  

 

 

Family in the Spotlight 

The Alda Family 

The Alda Family  on Francesca’s First Holy 

Communion day in the spring of 2021 

Danielle, Alan, Francesca, and Dylan  
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SAINT STEPHEN’S  
PARISH 

 
Established in 1904 to meet the 

spiritual needs of Catholics in the 

Arlington section of Kearny, Saint 

Stephen’s has been home to gener-

ations of the faithful. 

Our beautiful church, dedicated in 

1939, has served as a focal point in 

the Town of Kearny.  Our worship 

of God each week is equal to none 

and the current parishioners strive 

to practice good Christian virtues in 

every aspect of daily life. 

We have inherited a great treasure 

of faith from our ancestors.  May 

we  wisely use the gifts and talents 

that God has given us in order to 

build the Kingdom here on earth! 

May our patron, Saint Stephen, 

guide and direct us on our journey 

with the Lord. 

 

 

This Newsletter is being emailed to our 

parishioners who have provided an email 

address through the parish census. 

 

Copies of this Newsletter are also 

available for pick-up in the Church. 
The Church of Saint Stephen 

Archdiocesan Sanctuary of the Four 

Chaplains 

141 Washington Avenue 

Kearny, NJ 07032 

 

201-998-3314 

201-998-4924 (Fax) 

 

ststephenkearny.com 

thechurchofsaintstephen@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: 

Saint Stephen’s Roman Catholic Church 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

Father’s Day  

Candle Remembrance 

 

Please visit our website to print out your candle request forms. 

Visit our website by scanning this QR code with your smartphone. 
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