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New Mass times begin in June  

New statue of St. Bernard 
 
A new six-foot, hand-carved statue of our 
patron, St. Bernard of Clairvaux, has been 
ordered for the interior of our church.  
See related story on page 2.  

By Fr. Brian Wilk 
     As I have talked about for the past 
year or so, and as I formally an-
nounced at the end of April, our Sun-
day Mass schedule will change effec-
tive June 9, 2018.   
     The new Sunday Mass times will 
be 8 and 10:30 a.m.  
     Why is this being done? 
     First, we need to keep in mind that 
the current schedule is designed for 
two or more priests.  
     With the number of priests cur-
rently serving in our diocese, it seems 
unlikely to me that we would get a 
second priest in the foreseeable fu-
ture.  
     Second, the attendance at each 
Mass does not warrant three services 
on Sunday morning. The church can 
easily hold about 600 people.  
     Here are the average Mass attend-
ance figures from January 1 to March 
31 of this year: 7:30 a.m. – 163; 9 
a.m. – 273 and 11 a.m. - 262.  
     These numbers clearly show that 
two Masses on Sunday, along with 
one on Saturday evening, will pro-
vide adequate space. 
     Third, the revised schedule will 
provide a bit more time and greater 
flexibility for our Sunday morning 
religious education program.  
     Whether or not we have children 
participating in religious education, 
we all have a responsibility to sup-
port the program.   
     Our call is to evangelize in what-
ever way we can. Supporting and 
encouraging our young people in 
their faith development is one way 
that we can do this.  
     Our children are our future both 
for the parish and the church univer-
sal. 
     Fourth, since becoming pastor 

here at St. Bernard parish nearly four 
years ago, one of the most recurring com-
ments I have heard is that it is difficult to 
meet people.  
     It occurs to me that with our Sunday 
Masses so spread out it would be difficult 
to meet more people.  
     With the new schedule and with an 
increased emphasis on Sunday morning 
fellowship gatherings, my hope is that we 
can develop a better sense of community. 
     Fifth, while I do not wish to dwell on 
this there is an issue of Canon Law here.  
     Canon 905 states that a priest should 
not celebrate the Eucharist more than 
once a day.  
     It also says that the local bishop can 
allow priests to celebrate twice a day for a 
just cause or if pastoral necessity requires 
it, even three times on Sunday and holy 
days of obligation. 
     Celebrating twice on Sunday is cer-
tainly common practice for a good num-
ber of priests.  
     However, following the law, I see no 
pastoral necessity to celebrate three 
Masses on Sunday.  
     A very well respected commentary on 
Canon Law states the following: “For 
permission to trinate (three Masses) on 
Sundays and holy days, there must be a 
case of genuine pastoral need as, for ex-
ample, when a priest has the care of more 
than one church or when the church is 
unable to accommodate all the faithful 
who wish to attend.   
     “The mere convenience of the faithful 
would not be an adequate reason to tri-
nate unless a sufficient number of them 
could not attend otherwise.” I think this 
speaks for itself.  
     As a closing comment, when I had my 
knee surgery in November of 2018, every 
priest who helped out on Sunday said the 
same thing to me: “Why do you have 
     Continued on page 2      
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St. Bernard statue to grace church’s interior 
By Fr. Brian Wilk      
     During the recent renovations in the 
church, Kevin Laufenberg, our parish 
pastoral associate, pointed out to me that 
we do not have a suitable statue of our 
patron, St. Bernard of Clairvaux.   
     We have the stained glass window in 
the back and a very small statue on the 
west side of the church, but nothing in 
the church that is really substantial.   
     We both agreed that the new wall, 
which was previously the cry room win-
dows would be an ideal place to display 
such a statue.  
     I also talked about this with the par-
ish council, and they unanimously 
agreed.  
     The idea is that the statue will be 
secured to the east wall on a pedestal 
and will be clearly visible within the 
church. 
     Through Stemper Religious Goods in 
Milwaukee, I have ordered a six-foot, 
hand-carved wood statue from Italy that 
will take several months to receive.  
     With the actual cost of production 
and related costs, like shipping, I esti-
mated that the total cost will be in the 

area of $18,000. I have already secured 
$7,000 for this project. 
     I am seeking donations from individu-
als or families in the parish to cover the 
remaining cost of this project.  
     I am also proposing the we dedicate 
this statue to the memory of Msgr. Doug-
las Dushack, our former pastor, who 
passed away on March 15, 2019.      
     If you would be interested in helping  
with this, donations can be made out to 
“St. Bernard Parish” and sent directly to 
me at 2015 Parmenter St., Middleton, WI 
53562-2627.  
     Donations can also be made through 
the Sunday collection by putting them in 
a separate envelope marked “STATUE.”   
     I am confident that with the generosity 
you have shown in the past that we can 
cover the cost of this beautiful addition to 
our worship space.  
     If you have any questions, please get 
in touch with me.  

 
Aug. 20 is the feast of our patron,  

St. Bernard of Clairvaux,  
an abbot and doctor of the Church. 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     The change to two Masses on Sunday 
will also affect the schedules for several 
parish ministries.  
     About 200 volunteers in the liturgical 
ministry, which includes altar servers, 
lectors and commentators, extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion, cantors, 
ushers and choir members, must decide 
when and if they want to continue to 
serve. 
     “I know change can be challenging 
and it will take everyone a while to get 
used to the new schedule, but I am confi-
dent we’ll be able to adapt!” said Joy 
Bauman, the parish’s director of music.   
     Bauman hopes to alternate the adult 
servers, who are currently scheduled for 
the 7:30 a.m. Mass, with the youth serv-
ers who have signed up for the 8 a.m. 
Mass.  
     “It all depends on what kind of re-
sponse I get,” she said. “So, I’ll keep you 
posted!”   
     Bauman, who also directs the youth 
choir and the adult choir, said she has not 
decided if she wants to assign a Mass to 
each choir or alternate them for the 10:30 
a.m. Mass.  
     So, some families are putting off their 
decision on a new Mass time until they 
know when their choir will sing.  
     As these changes are finalized, Bau-
man said she will alert volunteers through 
email and bulletin announcements.  
     Religious education classes for the 
elementary grades will be held from 9:15
-10:15 a.m., which is between the two 
Masses, said Jenna Ripp, the coordinator 
of religious education for the parish.         
     Middle school grades 6-8 and all high 
school students will continue to meet on 
Sunday evenings.  

NEW MASS TIMES from page 1 
 
three Masses on Sunday?” Our mission-
ary from Tanzania, who has here last Ju-
ly, said the same thing as well.   
     Finally, prior to his death in Novem-
ber, I discussed this change with Bishop 
Robert Morlino. He thought that the ap-
proach I was taking was reasonable. His 
only request was that I adequately com-
municate this to the members of the par-
ish. That I believe I have done here.   
     As always please feel free to contact 
with me if there are questions. Blessings 
to each of you as we head into the sum-
mer months.  

New Mass times to impact many parish ministries 

     Specific class times will be available 
at a later date, said Kevin Sullivan, the 
director of religious education for the 
parish. 
     (See Page 11 of this newsletter for 
more information about religious educa-
tion registration and how to volunteer as 
a catechist.) 
     The nursery will be open during the 8 
a.m. Mass. It is located on the first floor 
of the Religious Education Center, room 
101, and is available for toddlers 
(walkers) to age four. 
     The transportation provided for our 

seniors living in area care centers will 
also be affected by the new Mass times, 
said Kevin Laufenberg, our pastoral asso-
ciate. 
     The small yellow school bus currently 
shuttles about four parishioners from 
Rosewood Villas Apartments, Middleton 
Glen Apartments, Heritage Senior Living 
and Voss Haus Apartments. 
     St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, which 
also uses the shuttle, has decided to end 
their contract with the bus service and get 
their own van.  
     So, we may continue to ride with them, 
but Laufenberg said he is also exploring 
other options for ride-sharing in the par-
ish.  

Choir is just one of the ministries affected by 
the new Mass times. 
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Remembering Msgr. Dushack 
‘He found the face of God in every single person he met’ 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Msgr. Douglas L. Dushack, the 
pastor here at St. Bernard from 
2003 to 2015, passed away on 
March 15 in Sun Prairie.  
     Msgr. James Bartylla, the dio-
cese administrator, presided at the 
Mass on March 21 with Msgr. 
Donn Heiar, the pastor of St. Al-
bert the Great in Sun Prairie, as 
the homilist. 
     Heiar said Dushack knew who 
he was called to be.  
     “Monsignor Dushack found the 
face of God in every single person 
he met. He lived his life as if he 
were at the Sermon on the 
Mount.”  
     Heiar said he has had five 
priests in his life, who he consid-
ered true, loving mentors. They 
included Msgr. Pat Higgins, who 
was the pastor here from 1981 to 
2002, and Dushack.  
     In 1995, when Heiar was in the 
seminary, he was sent to work 
with Dushack at St. James Parish 
in Madison.  
     “Everyone said, wow what a 
tough pull! But boy, I have never 
been more blessed.” 
     When they met, Dushack asked 
Heiar if he could cook. Heiar said 
no, so they ate a lot of frozen piz-
zas, cereal and microwave pop-
corn.  
     “It wasn’t his gift. It didn’t 
need to be,” Heiar said. “Pairing 
up socks didn’t need to be his gift. 
He couldn’t clean. He couldn’t 
pick up after himself. It didn’t 
need to be his gift. He knew who 
he was.”  
     Heiar said Dushack also had a 
hard time setting boundaries: “He 
just couldn’t say no.”  
     Technology confounded him. 
“He tried them all. He failed mis-
erably,” Heiar said.   
     “Every night there was a knock 
on the door. I would have to repro-
gram the TV, reboot the computer 
and how does your phone continu-
ally get on airplane mode?” 
     Dushack would say, “Oh, son I 
don’t know … maybe it’s the 
weather.” 
     “His gift was his priesthood,” 
Heiar said. 
     “Since 1995, he put me in his 
hip pocket. Whenever I would 
have a particularly bad day, I 
would call him, and he would say, 
‘Donnie, people are nuts! But you 
have got to love them. We are all 
nuts. We are all unworthy.’” 
     Heiar said retiring in Sun Prai-
rie meant a lot to Dushack. He 
attended Sacred Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary Parish grade school and 

graduated from Sun Prairie High 
School.  
     “He put us in his hip pocket, 
and we are really a better parish 
because of it. He taught us humil-
ity, he taught us sacrifice, he 
taught us discipline and dedica-
tion and an immense love for Our 
Lady.”  
     At St. Bernard, parishioners 
also remembered him as a loving 
and dedicated priest.  
     “He always asked the kids 
about their lives,” said Julia 
Pohlkamp. “It makes such a dif-
ference with kids … and their 
parents! We love people who 
love our kids, especially when it 
is so freely given and expressed 
… how wonderful!”  
     Joe Gugel fondly remembers 
playing euchre with Fr. Doug at 
Christmas and making his favor-
ite drink, an “Old-Fashioned.” 
     Retired Army Col. Jack Rogan 
said when short-term memory 
problems made it difficult for his 
wife, Ann, to get to daily Mass, 
Fr. Doug offered to say a special 
Mass for her.      
     For Diane and Gene Zander, 
who cooked for and worked in 
the church with Fr. Doug, it is 
hard to choose just one story.  
     “When we would go out to 
dinner, he would say, ‘Diane, 

don’t you want your usual dou-
ble shot and a beer?’ It was his 
big joke!’” said Diane.  
     “I think he would joke 
around, but he was very reli-
gious,” Gene said. “When it 
came to church … he was very 
serious.” 
     Diane was still making meals 
for Fr. Doug while he was in Sun 
Prairie. They actually talked the 
night before he passed away.  
     She told him that she had 
some meals for him and asked if 
he wanted to go out to dinner. 
     “It still hurts,” they said. “He 
was such a good friend.” 

     When he died, his care was 
immediate and loving, Heiar said.  
     “I never saw him so peaceful as 
he looked today, because God 
called him and brought him 
home.” 
     Several priests attended his 
funeral, including Fr. Brian and 
Fr. Mike Bertrand, the pastor of 
St. Francis of Assisi, our sister 
parish in Milwaukee.  
     He was buried in Sacred Hearts 
Cemetery in Sun Prairie.  
     “He wasn’t perfect, but he was 
real,” Heiar said. “He was honest. 
He understood his humanity. He 
was loved by many.” 
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EC movement forces members out of their comfort zone 

Members of the Evangelical Catholic small groups sing a prayer after a reception held May 7 in 
the parish center. New leader training will start in the fall here at St. Bernard. 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     To celebrate a season of Evangelical 
Catholic (EC) small groups and the con-
tinuation of the Small Faith Group pro-
gram, about 50 group members and lead-
ers came together to share their experi-
ences at a reception on May 7 here at St. 
Bernard.  
     “But that doesn’t mean we are finished 
with small groups,” said Susan Swanke, 
the EC point person for the parish. “This 
is only the beginning. 
     “Evangelizing is kind of scary,” she 
said. “But once we experience the love of 
God more and more deeply, we can’t help 
but want to share that with the people that 
we love so that they can experience God’s 
goodness in their life too. We are really 
happy about this beginning here.” 
     In the fall, training will start for a new 
crop of leaders of different ages and back-
grounds.  
     The small groups that have already 
been formed will continue in the fall, and 
a new bunch of small groups will be start-
ed next spring during Lent.  
     Fr. Brian said he was nervous about 
the launch of the EC movement, but ex-
cited about the number of people who 
signed up for the small group program.  
     “That tells me that people are yearning 
for something,” he said. “And the beauty 
of this is as we get into the next Lent we 
are going to do this again and expand it 
and get more people in and continue to 
keep growing.” 
     At the reception, Swanke encouraged 
members to share how the small group 
sessions helped them to grow in faith and 
in their relationship with Jesus. 
     Ally McBride, who met at a local cof-
fee shop with her group led by Ryan and 
Sara Putz, said she joined “on a whim.” 
     “It is sort of outside of my comfort 
zone, but I decided to join to do some-
thing different for Lent,” she said adding 
that she enjoyed connecting with others 
and with her faith.  
     “I think that really made a difference 
in our group, being able to share in that 
way not only with the Bible, but also how 
our lives were going.”       
     McBride said she previously found it 
hard to understand and digest information 
from the Bible.  
     “I found the small group was a great 
way to hear others’ perspectives and to 
start to explore it a little deeper,” she said.    
     “That was a really wonderful and im-
pactful experience. I also enjoyed how 
much I could connect it back to my life 
and how I could listen to others connect it 
back to their lives.”  
     Jim Nordhaus, a member of Mike 
Gabor’s small group, said, “Because of 

personal things that happened to us last 
year … this came at a good time.” 
     Before joining the small group, 
Nordhaus said when he prayed he always 
asked for something, but “the group 
brought this full circle for me … to thank 
God for all the things I’ve gotten and that 
I have.”  
     Nordhaus also said he enjoyed meet-
ing other parish members and sharing 
experiences with them.  
     “That has meant a lot to me. Getting 
closer to the parish and helping my faith 
grow. I hope everyone came away with a 
similar experience. Thanks to Fr. Brian 
and others for supporting us.” 
     Brenda Gaab, one of the nine small 
group leaders, said when she was asked 
to participate as a leader, she wasn’t en-
tirely sure what she was getting herself 
into.  
     “I really didn’t think it was in my 
comfort zone,” she said. “I did not think 
it was entirely in my wheelhouse. I 
thought that maybe you would want 
someone who knew their Bible better 
than what I did.” 
     Gaab said she was also “totally un-
comfortable” with the word evangelizing.  
     “Quite frankly, the whole thing made 
me a little nervous, but I did know that I 
have always had an interest in growing 
spiritually and learning more about my 
Catholic faith, and so that coupled with 
the fact that I can never say no to any-

thing led me to participate in this mission, 
and I’m very glad that I did. It was a very 
good experience.” 
     Gaab reiterated the previous comments 
about how the program encourages con-
nections.   
     “Most importantly, building a relation-
ship with Jesus and connecting with 
Him.”  
     Once the small groups were started, 
the goal was fellowship and getting to 
know one other.  
     “But ultimately we focused on our 
shared goal of wanting to have a better 
relationship with Jesus,” she said. “We 
had some very insightful and interesting 
conversations that insued from that. 
     “I think everyone who left our meet-
ings left with some food for thought ... 
left with a deeper understanding of Jesus. 
And hopefully a more grateful heart 
knowing His presence in our lives. 
     “I hope that all of you had a positive 
and enjoyable experience in your small 
group and that because of it you have also 
grown closer to Jesus and to one another.” 
     Fr. Brian said he was glad to hear the 
presenters say that they got out of their 
comfort zone.  
     “You are not going to grow on your 
faith journey if you don’t get out of your 
comfort zone,” he said. “We can get so 
comfortable that you get to the point 
where you are not really growing any 
                                Continued on page 6 
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Our Community 
Bickel dishes out ‘popular’ meatloaf at CMC meal 

Tony Bickel has been a part of the St. Bernard crew that makes a monthly meal at the Catholic 
Multicultural Center in Madison for more than 20 years. 

Meatloaf Recipe 
 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
 
Ingredients: 
16 2/3 pounds of ground beef 
8 cups of oatmeal 
3 tablespoons of salt 
2 teaspoons of black pepper 
1 1/3 cans of tomato juice 
1 package of frozen onions 
8 eggs 
 
Mix all ingredients and place into 
greased load pans. Cover with alumi-
num foil. Set timer for 50 minutes. Re-
move from oven and cut into eight piec-
es. Uncover and put back into the oven 
for 15 minutes. Feeds at least 20! 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     It only has seven ingredients, but the 
meatloaf made by St. Bernard parishion-
ers, is the star of one delicious meal pre-
pared each month for those at the Catho-
lic Multicultural Center (CMC) in Madi-
son. 
     “I think the meal has stayed exactly 
the same the entire time I have worked 
with the program,” said Tony Bickel, the 
St. Bernard meal organizer, who has been 
with the group for about 20 years.  
     “Until two years ago, I didn’t even 
know what the ingredients were. Then I 
found the secret recipe.” 
     It wasn’t really a secret. It was taped 
to the parish center’s kitchen door, but 
Bickel made a copy of it and provides it 
to any new cooks who volunteer to help 
with the monthly meal. (See the recipe 
below.)  
     “That recipe works,” Bickel said. “The 
people who eat it there, love it.” 
     “Meatloaf Monday” at CMC receives 
rave reviews. Both the meal and the serv-
ers are complimented by meal attendees.  
     John said he stopped in for the free 
meal on Monday and forgot it was 
“Meatloaf Monday.”  
     He said it was a very happy coinci-
dence, and “the servers were nice, helpful 
and polite.” 
     Elvin, another “Meatloaf Monday” 
attendee, said: “All the servers were very 
nice and made sure everyone had gotten 
enough to eat.” 
      

“They appreciate it. 
That is why I think we 
should be doing it.”   
 
     Laura Green, the volunteer coordinator 
at the CMC, said about 80 people are 
served at the weeknight meal. 
     “The guests here do talk about 
‘Meatloaf Monday,’ so it is definitely a 
South Madison legend that people here 
know about and enjoy,” she said.  
     A free meal is served at the CMC from 
4-5 p.m., Monday through Friday and 11 
a.m., to noon on Saturday and Sunday.  
     St. Bernard serves one of these even-
ing meals on the third Monday of each 
month.  
     A team of volunteers, led by Bickel, 
meets in the parish center kitchen at 
12:30 p.m., delivers and prepares the 
meal at the CMC and returns at 6 p.m.  
     “It is a once a month commitment for 
three to four hours, and I think they like 

the socialness -- at least the servers do -- 
of the people of St. Bernard coming 
together to work together to do some-
thing for others … who need help,” said 
Bickel. 
     For those who want to help but can-
not go during the day, donations of in-
gredients or treats are helpful.  
     Bickel said he has about 25 volun-
teers, who make donations or prepare 

and serve the food. 
     “These are people that are happy,” he 
said. “They are doing something for 
someone else … and they are happy to be 
here. They enjoy what they are doing.” 
     Bickel got involved in the meal pro-
gram in the late 1990s. It was then known 
as the St. Martin meal program.     
     He took over the scheduling and deliv-
ering duties from Rick Kurtz in 2012.  
     Bickel said he has never had a reten-
tion issue with his volunteers.  
     “There are so many people that have 
been helping for so long and they contin-
ue to do that, which makes this job much 
easier.” 
     Bickel said he would encourage others 
to get involved in the meal program, be-
cause “people enjoy doing it. They do it 
until they can hardly do it anymore … 
until they are physically unable.” 
     Bickel said it is important for St. Ber-
nard to participate in this meal program, 
because of the people they are feeding.     
     “They appreciate it. That is why I 
think we should be doing it.”   
     (Editor’s note: To get involved in this 
program as a server or to donate ingredi-
ents or treats, contact Bickel at 
ton100@aol.com or 608-345-4229.) 
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Parish gauges interest in forming Care for Creation Team 

By Ellen G. Krenke      
     “The environment … is on loan to 
each generation, which must then hand it 
on to the next.” -- Pope Francis, “Laudato 
Si: On Care for Our Common Home” 
     Steve Coleman, a retired engineer and 
member of St. Dennis Parish in Madison, 
was asked to talk about the call to action 
in “Laudato Si,” how St. Dennis and oth-
er parishes have responded and ideas for 
launching similar efforts here at St. Ber-
nard in May. 
     In addition to forming the St. Dennis 
Care for Creation team, Coleman is active 
with the national Catholic Climate Cove-
nant and has authored a booklet entitled, 
“A Catholic Response to Global Warm-
ing.”    
     In the booklet, he writes that “Laudato 
Si” is much more than a conversation 
about the pollution of the atmosphere and 
environment: “It calls for us to care for 
creation and care for the poor. But there 
is an urgent message about climate 
change that we must get right and we 
must start now.” 
     Increasing global temperatures, melt-
ing of Arctic Sea ice and sea level rise 
and an increase in the concentration of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are a 
few of the areas he discusses in his book-
let, which is available on the St. Dennis 
Parish website.  
     Coleman concludes by suggesting a 
path forward: “On a personal level and on 
a parish level we are talking about con-
version – a change of heart,” he writes. 
“A change of heart that is inspired by 
God’s call to be good stewards of the 
earth; a change of heart that comes from 
compassion for our brothers and sisters 
around the world whose very survival is 
threatened by climate change.” 
     He encourages lifestyle changes, such 
as using the most efficient light bulbs, 
adding insulation and replacing windows 
in our homes, driving and flying less, 
using public transportation, making gas 
mileage a priority when purchasing a new 
vehicle.  
     At the parish level, Coleman suggests 
conducting an energy audit, recycling 
more, encouraging car-pooling, ride-
sharing or biking to church functions.  
     “These changes are important because 
of the message we send, the symbolic 
presence, as well as the carbon pollution 
saved,” he writes. 
     Finally, “using our Catholic teachings 
as foundation,” Coleman writes that the 
laity can form Care of Creation teams, 
pastors can speak from the pulpit about 
our call to be good stewards, and every-
one can write to Congress advocating for 

legislation that will lower our carbon 
emissions and provide incentives to re-
place fossil fuels with renewable energy 
options. 
     To get started, Coleman asks those 
who are interested to take the St. Francis 
pledge, which is “a promise to live our 
faith by protecting God’s creation and 
advocating on behalf of people in pov-
erty who face the harshest impacts of 
global climate change.”  
 
 

“Prayer is essential if we 
are to be beacons of hope 
and agents of change.” 
 
 
     “We can pray, learn more about cli-
mate change, assess how to make chang-
es, act on those findings and advocate 
for systemic change,” Coleman writes.  
     Do something, but do not get discour-
aged, Coleman writes.  
     “Prayer is essential if we are to be 
beacons of hope and agents of change. 
Use simple prayers.” 
     Another key to maintaining hope is to 
find a companion for the journey, Cole-
man writes.  

     “Jesus sends his followers out two by 
two. We all need partners and supportive 
communities, particularly when we are 
feeling overwhelmed. We can find those 
partners in our family, friends and neigh-
bors as well as in our church – a Church 
called to take Christ’s teaching out into 
the world.” 
     Coleman writes that we can create our 
own community by forming a Care of 
Creation team in our parish. 
     Last fall, Fr. Brian was approached by 
Ben Roden, a parish council member, 
about the idea of forming a Care of Crea-
tion team here at St. Bernard.  
     “Care of Creation is a rapidly grow-
ing, national Catholic movement that 
presents a fantastic vehicle for St. Ber-
nard parishioners to answer that call to-
gether," said Roden. 
     And Fr. Brian agreed. 
     “We all have a responsibility as God’s 
people to be good and faithful stewards of 
all that God has given us,” he said. “Care 
for the earth both as individuals and as a 
community is a sure sign of gratitude for 
God’s gifts and presence in our lives.” 
     If you are interested in joining a Care 
for Creation Team here at St. Bernard, 
please contact Roden at 847-366-6272 or 
baroden@yahoo.com.  

SMALL GROUPS cont. from page 4 
more … you are in your own little box. 
Being able to get out of that comfort zone 
I think is a very important thing for spir-
itual growth. 
     “Who were the first people to get out 
of their comfort zone? The 12 Apostles. 
Jesus said come follow me. He didn’t 
really give them much of a plan. It was 
pure faith on the part of those original 12.   
     “And that is the same leap of faith that 
we have to have, so I am really delighted 
with the way this has turned out and our 
potential for growth.” 
     Fr. Brian said it is a very exciting time 
in our parish and our diocese.  
     One of the first words used by our new 
bishop was evangelization.  
     “Spreading the gospel, spreading the 
kingdom of God in whatever way we can 
do it,” he said. “The church is a place to 
start something bigger, where we can 
come together in prayer and gratitude. 
     “It is different for all of us. We are all 
on different faith journeys … that is the 
beauty of our faith. It effects each of us 
differently. It meets that ultimate goal of 
building a kingdom. 
     “We have laid a groundwork that I 
think over the next two or three years will 
be a positive growth experience for us at 
St. Bernard’s.” 
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Our People 
Swanke walks where Jesus walked during Easter trip  

     Michelle Good and her mother, 
Mary B. Good, have been St. Bernard 
parishioners for about seven years.  
     Michelle, who plays several roles 
for Wisconsin Public Radio and Tele-
vision, is a lector and cantor, and 
Mary, who is a former chief executive 
officer and author of several fiction 
and non-fiction books, is a member of 
the Environment Committee.  

By Susan Swanke 
     I recently had the privilege of travel-
ing to Israel to visit the holy sites of the 
Gospel stories and walk where Jesus, 
Mary, and the apostles walked.   
     It was a tremendous gift to be able to 
see with my eyes and touch with my 
hands many of the places where God be-
came man and won for us victory over 
death and sin.   
     It was especially a gift to be there dur-
ing Holy Week and Easter when we re-
member these events of our redemption 
with greater solemnity.  
     While there were many interesting 
historical, cultural, and archaeological 
things to see and learn, the most moving 
were the spiritual inspirations we re-
ceived while there.   
     One such highlight was our first trip to 
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jeru-
salem on Tuesday of Holy Week.   
     Our Franciscan guide had arranged for 
us to have Mass at the altar on Calvary 
early that morning.   
     In order to make it there in time with 
our group of 50 from our hotel in Bethle-
hem, we needed to leave quite early in the 
morning.   
     We were delayed in crossing from the 
West Bank into Israel and thought that we 
would miss our time slot for Mass.   
     However, thanks to our guide who ran 
ahead to keep our slot as we all caught 
up, we made it in time to celebrate Mass 
on the spot where Jesus died some 2,000 

years ago. 
     Many of us in our group were moved 
to tears during this beautiful and simple 
Mass.   
     The readings were so fitting: “Jesus 
humbled himself and became obedient 
unto death, even death on a cross.   
     Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name 
which is above every 
name.” (Philippians 2: 8-9)   
     While I was there, I couldn’t help but 
think how grateful I was for the gift 
Jesus gave and to thank him for offering 
his life for me.   
     I was moved by such a complete act 
of love. I felt so deeply loved. This act 
of sacrifice revealed not only the heart 
of God to me, but also my own worth to 
have Someone give so much for me. 
     Days later when I returned to the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher on Easter 
Sunday, I witnessed a breathtaking 
sight.   
     Rays of sunlight were streaming in 
the dome of the church above where the 
tomb of Jesus is.   
     Amidst the commotion in the church, 
when I saw this, my heart burst with 
joy, and I exclaimed out loud, “You are 
God!”   
     What a gift it is to belong to Jesus 
and to know his love.   
     May the joy of the first disciples on 

Susan Swanke of our parish staff recently traveled to Israel for the first time.   

Swanke took this photo of a ray of sunlight 
streaming into the Church of the Holy Sepul-
cher on Easter Sunday. 

Easter morning be a source of strength 
and memory for us amidst the crosses and 
difficulties of this life. 
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Parishioner encourages others to “Bee” kind, change the world 

By Jan Clauss 
     Someone in my faith group asked me if I could change one 
thing in my life, what would it be? 
     I replied that I would like to change the world into a more 
positive place. 
     And I would like to start with my small world and expand it 
to include yours. 
     In order to accomplish this, I feel that I must constantly aim 
to be a more positive person, seeing only the good in my 
friends, associates and even those that I haven’t had the oppor-
tunity of getting to know. 
     I read a book titled, “Random Acts of Kindness,” which 
helped me tremendously in working toward this goal. 
     During Lent, I pledged to commit one random act of kind 
each of the 40 days. If you do anything for that length of time, it 
becomes a habit!   
     Now that I have myself somewhat on track, in order to 
change the world, I like to challenge all of you Bee readers to 
help me, and I promise you that it will help you also. 
     I’m finding that being kind (and doing kind things for other 
people) is a very contagious thing.  
     We are actually the primary recipient in that it makes us feel 
so much better about ourselves while bringing happiness to 
someone else at the same time. It’s definitely a win-win situa-
tion.  
     I feel sure that God would be very pleased if we spread hap-
piness to one another. 
     Now, if you would like to help me change the world, I ask 
that each of you Bee readers do one special kind gesture for 
someone else this week. 
     Start with one thing and you probably will want to continue, 
perhaps doing one special kind thing each day and so on.  
     It can be as simple as giving someone a compliment, a phone 
call, a letter or offering someone your place in line at the store. 
The options are endless! 
     Sometimes rather than trying to change others around us, we 
need to change ourselves.  
     I feel quite confident the blessings you feel from doing these 
kind acts will make you a happier and more positive person as 

well as making the day for someone else … again a win-win! 
     I think this random acts of kindness idea is a movement that 
could change our world!  
     I need lots of help to make my dream move forward and be-
come a continuing habit for each of us.  
     (Editor’s note: Jan Clauss, pictured above, has been a mem-
ber of St. Bernard Parish for more than 50 years. She is current-
ly a member of the parish council and the Human Needs Com-
mission.) 

Building a ‘gracious’ parish at the corner of Parmenter and University 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     The story about the road to Emmaus teaches us a valuable lesson 
about hospitality.  
     After the resurrection, Jesus meets two travelers on the road. He 
asks them what was happening. They tell Him about Jesus, who was 
crucified, now his tomb is empty, and we don’t know what to think. 
     As they walk, Jesus interprets the scriptures for them. 
     When they get to their destination, the two travelers invite Jesus 
inside for a meal. It is in the breaking of the bread that they realize who 
He is.  
     Without offering hospitality, they would not have known who He 
was. 
     “To not offer hospitality to another person means that we miss the 
opportunity for the Jesus in them to meet the Jesus in us,” Tracy Wel-
liver, the director of parish and community engagement for Liturgical 
Publications, Inc., said during a recent webinar on “Gracious Hospitali-
ty.”  
     The number one priority for many parishes is to be more welcom-
ing, said David Baranowski, the stewardship director for Archdiocese 
of St. Louis, who was also part of the webinar. “And many parishes 
may be friendly, but they are not welcoming.” 
     He then quoted the late Archbishop Thomas Murphy who said, be-
longing leads to believing.  
     Baranowski said the St. Louis archdiocese truly believes this.  
     And for that reason, they encourage parishioners to pretend that they 

are new to the parish from the moment they step out of their car on 
Sunday.  
     As they make their way to the church, they are encouraged to think 
of all the opportunities that they have to welcome a visitor, because 
“the best gift we can give is our heart … our heart to Jesus and our 
heart to others,” Baranowski said.  
     Gracious hospitality leads parishioners to Jesus and that is what it is 
all about, Welliver said. So, the key is to be welcoming to one another.  
     Baranowski, who worked for Anheuser-Busch for 30 years, said all 
of the company’s printed material included these words: “Making 
friends is our business.” 
     “It was something that they truly believed,” he said. “When you 
joined the company, all the old timers shared their information willing-
ly. Everyone wanted to see everyone else succeed.” 
     On Monday mornings, company employees would talk about the 
number of people they converted from Miller Lite to Budweiser at vari-
ous events over the weekend.  
     “If you think about all this, this should sound familiar, right?” Bar-
anowski said. Common mission, Catechism, faith stories. 
     The remainder of the webinar highlighted different ways to be a 
more gracious parish, including: challenging yourself to meet five new 
people each Sunday; holding welcome dinners for new parishioners; 
clear and visible signage for parish buildings; mentoring new families 
or hosting church gatherings outside of church. 
     How can you welcome the Jesus in them to meet the Jesus in you? 
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Our Children 
‘Edge’ middle school program returns for second year 

By Kevin Sullivan 
     An early 2018 study titled, “Going, Going, Gone,” co-
sponsored by St. Mary’s Press and the Center for Applied Re-
search in the Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown University 
contains some alarming statistics about young people who grow 
up Catholic.  
     Over half of young adults, who were baptized Catholic, now 
do not identify with our faith.  
     Of young people leaving the church, the median age for do-
ing so was 13 years old and almost 75 percent who leave do so 
before the age of 20. Even scarier, is that 87 percent of those 
who have left claim that their decision is final. 
     It seems that our society knows this problem anecdotally and 
is not surprised by these findings. Yet it is sobering to consider 
what these statistics mean for our parish, our families and for 
the future of our faith.  
     Knowing the current reality, our middle school religious edu-
cation program took a bold step this last year. We moved away 
from our former classroom model of catechesis and began using 
“Edge,” a curriculum from Lifeteen, which teaches and evange-
lizes.  
     Teaching the content of our faith is important. However, 
without an encounter with the Risen Lord and a desire for a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ, knowing about faith turns into strict-
ly an academic pursuit. 
     Using “Edge,” our middle school religious education pro-
gram is now in a large group setting. All students are learning 
the same material and over the three years of middle school, 
most of the basic tenants of our faith will be covered.  
     The night is modeled after the Mass in which we follow the 
movements of Gather, Proclaim, Break and Send.  

     The Proclaim, 
or the main teach-
ing for the night, 
is now shorter in 
time. It is more 
concise and tries 
to go deeper into 
the key principles 
of our faith.  
     The Gather 
and Break gener-
ally includes an 
activity or small 
group time to help 
make the teaching 
meaningful and 
relevant to our 
middle schoolers.  
     In the Send, we offer space and time for meaningful prayer.  
     I need to constantly remind myself that the adult catechists 
are called to invite, share and teach but then step aside and leave 
room for the Holy Spirit to work in the lives of our young peo-
ple. 
     The middle school years are challenging for many students 
physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually.  
     With “Edge,” it is my hope to support and encourage proper 
spiritual development to help our young teens grow into a trans-
formative relationship with Jesus Christ.  
     Thank you to all religious education families who allow my 
team and me to partner with you in teaching and passing on our 
faith to your kids.  



10        The Bee         Summer 2019 

St. Bernard Parish welcomes 41 to the ‘Table of the Lord’ 
     A total of 41 second-graders received 
their First Communion on May 4-5 here at 
St. Bernard.  
     Holding his friend, Charlie the Sheep, Fr. 
Brian encouraged the students to share their 
faith with one another.  
     Please pray for our children as they 
continue their faith journey! 
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VBS takes kids on shipwrecked adventure this summer 

Braaten receives Fr. Higgins memorial scholarship for 2019 

     Are you ready to venture onto an uncharted island where kids 
survive and thrive?   
     This four-day Vacation Bible School anchors kids in the truth 
that Jesus carries them through life's storms with fun songs, 
games, Bible stories, crafts, and learning about the Saints. 
     Vacation Bible School is for children entering grades pre-
kindergarten through fifth and will be held from 9 a.m., to noon 
on Aug. 5-8. 

     The cost is $20 for the first child and $15 for each additional 
child. 
     Registration forms, which are due by July 8, are available on 
our website at www.stbmidd.org. 
     Teens and adults are also needed to help make this week a 
success! 
     For more information or to volunteer, contact Jenna Ripp at 
829-5878 or email her at jenna@stbmidd.org. 

     All students kindergarten through 12th grade should be en-
rolled in parish catechetical programs. 
     Most of our Religious Education (RE) classes meet in the RE 
building on Sundays during the traditional school year. 
     We ask that all students be signed up before attending a 
class. 
     Questions about registration or the religious education pro-
gram can be directed to Susan Swanke, the RE administrative 
assistant, at 829-5877. 
     Elementary grades will meet from 9:15-10:15 a.m., on Sun-
days between the two Masses.  
     Middle school grades 6-8 and all high school students will 
meet on Sunday evenings. Specific class times will be available 
at a later date. 
     Students eligible to begin Sacrament preparation will receive 
instructions and specific meeting dates with their registration 
materials. 
     All Sacrament preparation will occur outside of traditional 
religious education. 

     Registration forms for 2019-2020 will be available in the 
parish office during normal business hours: 8:30 a.m. to noon 
and 1-4:30 p.m., and on our website at www.stbmidd.org/youth-
education in late July. The fee is $50 per child. 
     Your child’s faith formation is important to us. We look for-
ward to seeing them in class in September!  

Registration for religious education classes begins in July 

     We’re looking for teachers to share the love of Christ with all 
grade levels. 
     All adults who volunteer with youth are required to pass a 
background check and complete the “Safe Environment” train-
ing through the Virtus program. 
     To volunteer, please contact Jenna Ripp about Virtus training 
or for elementary classes at 829-5878 or jenna@stbmidd.org or 
Kevin Sullivan for middle or high school classes at 829-5879 or 
kevins@stbmidd.org. 

Catechists needed for all ages 

     Hadley Braaten is the recipient of the Fr. Pat Higgins Memorial Scholarship for the class of 2019.   
     Hadley has an excellent record of high school and community service and has been an excellent 
representative of our parish at other Catholic programs and groups available in our area, said Kevin 
Sullivan, the director of religious education here at St. Bernard.  
     In June, Hadley will give a week of service at Love Begins Here for her sixth summer!  
     In the past, she has been involved in the Frassati Fest planning team and the St. Vincent de Paul 
Youth Service Council.  
     Within our parish, Hadley has helped multiple summers at Vacation Bible School, is a seven-year 
youth choir participant, and has been a catechist for our elementary program for two years.  
     Applicants for this scholarship are asked to reflect on Fr. Pat’s favorite hymn, “The Servant 
Song.”  
     Hadley shared in her application, “There is a certain level of closeness… when we encounter 
those we serve, and this closeness is humble and kind.”  
     Hadley plans to further her education at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities in the fall. 
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Calendar of upcoming events at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
 

June     July      August 
5 - Luke House Meal   3 - Luke House Meal   1 - SVdP Meeting 
6 - SVdP Meeting   4 - Independence Day   5-8 - Vacation Bible School 
11 - KC Officer Meeting  9 - KC Officer Meeting   7 - Luke House Meal 
12 - Prayer Shawl Ministry  10 - Prayer Shawl Ministry  13 - KC Officer Meeting 
15-16 - MOM Diaper Drive  11 - SVdP Meeting   14 - Prayer Shawl Ministry 
16 - Father’s Day   14 - St. Francis picnic in Milwaukee 19 - Human Needs Meeting 
17 - Catholic Multicultural Center Meal 15 - Catholic Multicultural Center Meal 19 - Catholic Multicultural Center 
25 - KC Rosary and Meeting  23 - KC Rosary and Meeting  20 - Faith Formation Meeting 
29-30 - SVdP Food Drive  25 - Parish Council Meeting  20 - St. Bernard Feast Day 
          27 - KC Rosary and Meeting 


