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Evangelization groups help us to ‘chew on the Word’ 

 Let’s join the ants! 
 
 You are cordially invited to  
 St. Bernard’s annual picnic  
 on Sept. 9 at Lakeview Park,  
         6300 Mendota Ave., in Middleton. 
 
Bring your folding chairs for Mass, which starts at 11 a.m., followed  
by lunch from 12-1:30 p.m., in the pavilion. 
 
Family activities and games will be available for all ages. So, bring  
your appetite and your lucky Bingo partner and let’s have a great time  
together! 

By Susan Swanke 
     After His Baptism in the Jordan and 
time of testing in the desert, Jesus began 
His public ministry by praying to His 
Father about whom to invite to spread His 
mission.  
     He called a small group of 12 Apostles 
to spend time with Him and be formed 
and trained. Their hearts were formed by 
watching Him perform miracles, teach in 
parables, spend the night in prayer and 
reach out to those suffering around Him. 
     Eventually, the 12 would be sent out 
to do the same and to call others to join 
them in Jesus’ mission. As they went, 
Jesus promised that He would be with 
them always. 
     “The Evangelical Catholic (EC),” a 
local organization that works with parish-
es around the country to help form lay 
people in evangelization, has signed on to 
help St. Bernard parishioners to follow 
the example of evangelization that we see 
Jesus use in the Gospels.   
     They aim to help lay people develop a 
strong relationship with Christ and skills 
that empower them to reach out to others. 
     Our aim at St. Bernard is to follow the 
mission process of Jesus in a parish 
movement into discipleship and prayer 
through small groups.  
     Based on the time commitment and 
nature of the training process, a small 
group of people will be invited to be part 
of this first training group that will meet 
this year to grow together and learn to 
lead their own small group during Lent. 
     This group will help us to “chew on 
the Word,” according to the EC website. 
     Small groups of disciples who have 
spirit-filled discussions on the scriptures 
become the vehicle for growth in disci-
pleship and encouragement for one anoth-
er in the Christian life.   
     These groups will begin with parish-

ioners of St. Bernard, and our hope is 
that they will reach out to their friends 
and neighbors in the larger community. 
     These groups in no way replace par-
ish ministries that are already in place, 
such as the Small Faith Groups, but are 
a way to re-ignite the life of Christ for 
all of us. You will hear more about this 
process as we get closer to Lent. 
     Evangelization isn’t so much stand-
ing on the corner and preaching as it is 
introducing our friends to Jesus.  
     We reach out in evangelization, be-
cause we want to love them the way 
Jesus does. 
     Kevin Sullivan and I recently attend-
ed the Evangelization Training Camp 
held by the EC. 
     We went to receive more formation 
and training in order to assist our own 
evangelization efforts here at St. Ber-

nard parish. The week was a great combi-
nation of retreat and practical training.  
     There were opportunities for personal 
prayer time each morning with the scrip-
tures as well as Mass, Adoration and time 
singing songs of praise to the Lord in the 
evening.   
     The middle portion of the day was 
spent learning from the EC staff about 
ways of reaching out and the process of 
growing as a disciple. 
     What most impacted me about our 
training camp was the sense of communi-
ty and fellowship that I experienced.  
     We spent a lot of time praying with 
each other and enjoying each other’s 
company.   
     It made me realize that our need to 
evangelize isn’t just for our hurting 
world, but also that we can experience 
more of the joy Jesus wants for us! 
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40 Days for Life: Prayerfully promote a culture of life 

     What is the mission of the Church?   
     I believe that it is to make disciples. It 
sounds simple, but in our present day it 
can be a daunting task.   
     After lengthy discernment on my part 
and in discussion with people from the 
parish and staff, I am happy to announce 
that St. Bernard’s has entered into a pro-
gram with “The Evangelical Catholic 
(EC)” to help us become more inspired 
and more fully trained in our mission as a 
parish and church.   
     EC which has its offices in Madison, 
has as its mission to be on the front lines 
of the Church’s ministries of evangeliza-
tion: parishes and university campus min-
istries in almost every corner of the Unit-
ed States.   
     Their vision is to see that all of these 
ministries are fully awake to the urgent 
need for the Gospel in their communities 
and to equip them to do something about 
it through inspiring, training and support-
ing leaders to drive dynamic outreach. 
     Beginning this fall, EC will work with 
us to train a small group of selected indi-
viduals, who will in turn go into the par-
ish in small groups to further our call to 
discipleship.   
     This is a long-term commitment to 
further grow in our faith in our relation-
ship with Jesus Christ both as a commu-
nity and as individuals.  

     This is a rather brief or soft introduc-
tion to what we will be undertaking. For 
the parish, you will hear more about this 
as we approach Lent in 2019.    
     During the fall months, the leader 
training will begin with both EC and 
parish staff involvement. 
     I am excited about the possibilities 
that this program, called “Reach More,” 
presents to the parish.   
     I know that there are people who are 
yearning to grow in their faith but who 

are at a loss as to how to do it.   
     The “Reach More” program may be 
just the thing for those who struggle in 
faith and in their relation with Christ.      
     Stay tuned for further details.  
     Maintenance Update:  Over  the 
summer months, some maintenance up-
dates have been undertaken at the parish.   
     While some of these are behind the 
scenes, I thought that an update would be 
useful:  

 You have probably noticed that the 
parking lot has been sealed and re-
painted.   

 New water heaters and a new water 
softener have been installed in the 
parish center and religious education 
building.   

 The doors on the east end of the reli-
gious education building have new 
hinges, so that they will close proper-
ly. 

 We, along with the Diocese of Madi-
son, have signed off on an agreement 
with the city of Middleton for the 
land needed for the University Ave-
nue/Parmenter Street reconstruction.  
This work will be done in 2019. 

 We received final bids on the re-
stroom remodeling for the church.  
Our hope is to have this work com-
pleted this fall. See more on page 6. 

By Mike Gabor 
     St. Bernard’s parishioners are encour-
aged to join the upcoming national cam-
paign of “40 Days for Life” starting on 
Sept. 26 and ending on Nov. 4.   
     Each fall, Madison joins hundreds of 
cities across North America in conducting 
around-the-clock vigils to end abortion in 
their city.   
     In Madison, the vigil takes place on 
the east side at Planned Parenthood locat-
ed at 3706 Orin Road.   
     The vigil is a peaceful campaign that 
focuses on prayer, fasting and public wit-

ness to God’s beautiful gift of life that 
all of us receive - from the moment of 
conception to the natural end of our life.     
     Participants pray and fast with a re-
pentant and contrite spirit to our heaven-
ly Father, begging to hear the prayers of 

His people to heal our lives, our churches, 
our communities, our nation and our 
world.   
     We pray that conversions of hearts 
will be granted to again be a culture of 
life that protects the most vulnerable of 
His gifts. 
     You can sign up for one hour of prayer 
anytime during the day or evening that 
best fits your schedule.  
     We hope to have St. Bernard parish-
ioners commit to a two-hour block per 
week during the vigil.   
     For more, you can log onto vigilfor-
life.org or call me at 608-228-0104.   
     Of course, prayers and fasting dedicat-
ed to this Vigil for Life campaign is ap-
preciated wherever and whenever you are 
able to during the 40 days.   
     The most common prayers said during 
the Vigil are the rosary, the chaplet of 
Divine Mercy, and other dedicated devo-
tionals. Fasting options range from small 
to larger sacrifices. 
     As Pope Francis has said, we are to be 
the medics in the field hospital of this 
hurting world. 
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Our History 
Middleton VFW post named for St. Bernard parishioner 

KC Color Guard 
 
     Knights of Columbus Council  
#4549 will provide a color guard for the 
Veteran’s Day Mass on Nov. 10. 
     Please  join us to remember our past 
and present military members.  

William P. “Sonny” Simon 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     “Although I had a few close shaves 
myself, that’s all we have to do is pray, 
and every thing will turn out all right, 
from now on I am going to be out of a lot 
more danger. (thank the Lord.)” 
     Private First Class William L. 
“Sonny” Simon wrote these words to his 
mother in a letter dated Oct. 26, 1944. 
     Ten days later on Nov. 5, he was de-
clared Missing in Action and later Killed 
in Action after a fierce battle in Germa-
ny’s Hurtgen Forest.  
     Simon, who was a member of St. Ber-
nard parish, was 20 years old. He was 
posthumously awarded the Bronze Star 
medal and the Purple Heart. 
     The Battle of Hürtgen Forest was a 
series of fierce battles fought between 
American and German forces from Sept. 
19 to Dec. 16, 1944 about 50 miles east 
of the Belgian–German border.  
     It is the longest single battle the U.S. 
Army has ever fought, according to the 
U.S. Army. 
     In his last letter dated Oct. 28, Simon 
said he was attached to his company 
headquarters acting as a messenger for 
his platoon. He was assigned to the 109th 
Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Divi-
sion. 
     “His ability to lead, his keen competi-
tive spirit, his “never-say-die” determina-
tion combined with his faithfulness to 
duty and gentlemanliness have won him 
many friends not only in our parish but 
also in the entire community,” wrote 
Monsignor Ferdinand A. Mack, the pastor 
of St. Bernard, in a recommendation let-
ter for Simon. 
     He graduated in 1943 from Middleton 
High School, where he excelled in four 
sports: football, basketball, boxing and 
baseball. 
     About a month after graduation, Si-
mon enlisted in the Army. He trained at 
Fort Bliss, Texas, Camp Chaffee, Ark., 
and Fort Meade, Md., before being sent 
to England on Aug. 21, 1943.  
     While at Fort Bliss, Simon wrote: 
“The only thing I can tell you is I’m 
about 2,000 miles from home, which is 
way to far to suit me. I sure wish I was 
home with everybody. I didn’t realize 
how nice it is to be ho(m)e. (So much for 
that I’m just plain home sick.)” 
     Simon’s family said he wrote more 
than 200 letters to family members and 
friends between June 1943 and November 
1944.  
     In these letters, he keeps his mother 
informed of his whereabouts when he can 
(“I wish I knew where I was going but of 

course that’s a military secret”); about 
his food consumption (“I noticed that 
the chow we get comes from Green Bay 
… and to top it off it’s the best part of 
any of the rations”); but most of all he 
tells his mother not to worry. 
     On Sept. 26, 1944, Simon wrote: 
“We(ll) Dear I might as well tell you, I 
am somewhere in Germany. I am quite 
aways back from the front, sure hope I 
stay back. But as long as I am feeling 
good and getting good chow I won’t 
complain. Only thing is we have to pray 
a little harder now.” 
     In his letters, he also encouraged his 
younger brother to enjoy his high school 

years. 
     “Sure would like to get home to see 
Jimmie play football, the lucky stiff. The 
little devil better take advantage of those 
three years.” 
     “Jimmie,” who is known here at St. 
Bernard as “Jumbo,” said he was a soph-
omore at the time of his brother’s death.  
     “I remember going to his ball games,” 
he said. “He was too good.” 
     After his death, a plaque in memory of 
Sonny was added to the Simon monu-
ment at St. Bernard cemetery. His par-
ents, George and Margaret Simon, are 
both buried there. 
     Every year on Memorial Day, mem-
bers of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
#8216 hold a ceremony at his memorial 
site.  
     After World War II, charter members 
of the local VFW chose to name their 
post after Sonny, because “he was from 
the community and known to many of the 
members,” said a post spokesperson.  
     Simon’s name is also recorded on the 
Tablets of the Missing at the Netherlands 
American Cemetery, an American Battle 
Monuments Commission (ABMC) in 
Margraten, along with others missing 
from World War II.  
     Of the 16 million Americans who 
served in World War II, more than 
400,000 died during the war.  
     Currently there are 72,917 service 
members (about 26,000 are assessed as 
possibly-recoverable) still unaccounted 
for from World War II. 
     Last December, Jim and his sister, 
Eileen, were asked for a DNA sample, so 
there is still hope that Sonny’s remains 
may be identified. 
     The graves of all service members 
interred as “Unknown” have been meticu-
lously cared for over the past 70 years by 
the ABMC, according to the commis-
sion’s website. 
     A cross on each gravesite reads: “Here 
rests in honored glory, a comrade in arms 
known but to God.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Jim “Jumbo” Simon 
holds a photo of his 
brother, William L. 

“Sonny” Simon, who 
was killed in Germany 

in 1944.  
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Our Church 
St. Bernard: A symbol of modern, mid-century architecture 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     What does St. Bernard’s church have in common with 
McDonalds restaurants, the Sydney Opera House and the Hiro-
shima Peace Memorial?  
     All use the parabolic arch in their design.  
     St. Bernard’s arch was created by the architects of John J. 
Flad & Associates of Madison in 1959. 
     According to an architecture publication, the parabolic arch 
shape is the ideal geometric figure from an engineering view-
point, because it produces the most thrust at the base. 
     It was Edward Presley, an architect with Flad & Associates, 
who presented the idea of a curved beam construction for St. 
Bernard’s church, “and from this embryonic stage the church 
now is constructed as the first known completely parabolic 
arched church in the United States,” according to the church 
history. 
     Not everyone appreciated the “barn” shape of the new St. 
Bernard’s church, but they did agree that a new church was nec-
essary. 
     Because as the city of Middleton grew, the parish grew. 
From the time Fr. Ferdinand A. Mack came to the parish in 
1940 until 1958, the parish grew from 135 families to 550.  
     Even with six Sunday liturgies, overcrowding became a seri-
ous problem. Chairs were being placed in the aisles along both 
ends of the pews to accommodate Mass goers. The church only 
had a capacity of 100 people.  
     The Holy Name men were concerned that this practice was 
dangerous, because people going to Communion had to climb 
over the folding chairs.  
     Gradually, the idea of building a new church developed in 
the mind of Mack. His first call was to Thomas H. Flad.  
     “With zeal and enthusiasm, Tom responded immediately,” 
according to a church document titled, “Design.”  
     “There followed meetings as frequently as once or twice a 
week in which discussions, at times very vehement and violent, 
brought forth designs and sketches of many varieties, both ex-
treme and gentle, modernistic and traditional, practical and im-
aginative.  
     “The greatest critic during this period, somehow always 
looking over the shoulders of Father Endres and Father Mack, 
and of course, son Tom, was maestro himself, John J. Flad.”  
     Mack and Thomas Flad made several trips to newly con-
structed churches in Minneapolis, St. Paul, Milwaukee, the Chi-
cago suburbs and St. Louis to get ideas for the new church.  
     During a three-hour meeting with the parish in June of 1956, 
the following changes were suggested to the plans: 1) add a 
ramp at the entrance to the mother’s room for strollers; 2) add a 
communion window to the mother’s room; and 3) add exterior 
lighting to the bell tower area. 
     At the end of the meeting, Mack suggested that construction 
begin as soon as possible, because “building costs are increasing 
daily,” 
     By mid-1957, plans and specifications for the new architec-
turally significant church were completed, and Bishop William 
P. O’Connor gave his approval in February of 1958. Herman F. 
Simon, a parishioner, was chosen as the contractor.  
     To save money, the men of the parish were asked to find 
equipment and manpower to cut down the trees and clear the 
area for construction. 
     At the dedication on May 7, 1959, Mack congratulated the 
parish on the completion of the new church. 
     “Words of praise of the church have come from all sides,” he 
said. “God has truly been good to us, and I can say with all sin-

cerity that I did not contemplate or dream at any time that we 
would have so beautiful, so prayerful a House of God as we pos-
sess.”  
     Mack thanked Thomas Flad for his inspiration and personal 
effort. “He made this not just a job to produce, but a love to ac-
complish,” Mack said. “Many, many days, yes, even late into the 
night, found him here two and three times.” 
     By Holy Week of 1959, the new church was ready for use. 
The $480,000 church could seat 800 people. Its curved beam 
plan, copper roof, handicapped accessible entrances, 150,000-
piece mosaic, great marble altar, colorful stained glass windows, 
magnificent crucifix and other fine liturgical pieces and furniture 
would make it a showpiece of the Diocese of Madison. 
     On Ascension Thursday, the church was formally dedicated 
by Bishop O’Connor.  
     From a “State Journal” story dated Jan. 24, 1960 and titled, 
“Church attracts many: Persons come to visit from all over 
U.S.,” the church is described as “striking.”  
     “Many who have admired the building from the outside have 
wanted to visit the church and see its interior. Of these, hundreds 
have done so, and have found that St. Bernard’s is as strikingly 
beautiful inside as out. 
     “Most striking of all is the building itself. Its floor plan is 
cruciform or cross-shaped, and the church is two intersecting 
parabolic arches in form.  
     “The arch-shaped construction means that in effect there is 
no separate ceiling and no “walls” as such. The laminated wood-
en arch is continuous. The building was constructed of heavy 
cedar slabs, faced on the inside with oak.”  
     The 15 individual arches were made from Southern Pine with 
a dark ebony stain and vary in height from 41 feet to 49 feet, 
according to an architecture publication highlighting the 
church’s design. 
     At great cost to his personal health, Mack oversaw all of 
these accomplishments. During the building of the church, he 
was hospitalized after suffering a heart attack.  
     “But in his usual spirited way, he exercised his leadership 
role and guided things to a successful conclusion,” according to 
the church history. “While he was greatly occupied with build-
ing up the physical part of the parish, he never lost sight of the 
need to nurture the spiritual life of the parish as well.” 

The new St. Bernard church designed by John J. Flad & Associates of 
Madison, was described as “striking” by the local media.  
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Top photo, workers gather in what would become the front of the 
church with the parish office in the background. Above photo, here is 
a rendering from John J. Flad & Associates, the architecture firm 
from Madison that designed the church. It includes a reflecting pool 
between the church and the school. That area is where the parish 
center is now located. Right photo, the completed church with mid-
century modern hanging lights. 



In the Pews 
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“Perhaps the bee is more honored not because of what she 
does, but because of what she does for others.” 

First Saturdays: A time for reparation 
 
     Every first Saturday of the month, a morning Mass and Rec-
onciliation are held in our parish. 
     We celebrate, “Communal First Saturdays,” because of a 
request by Our Lord and Our Lady of Fatima. 
     Our Lord asked that we “have compassion on the Heart of 
your Most Holy Mother covered with thorns with which un-
grateful men pierce it at every moment.” 
     We can try to remove these thorns of sin with acts of repara-
tion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
     Our Lady promised the salvation of souls, a period of peace 
and the conversion of Russia if we complete five “First Satur-
days.” 
     To fulfill the “First Saturdays” devotion on five consecutive 
“First Saturdays,” the following four actions must be completed: 
1) Go to Reconciliation; 
2) Receive Holy Communion; 
3) Pray five decades of the Rosary; and 
4) Keep Our Lady company for an additional 15 minutes 

while meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary. 

Tom Theis, center, the maintenance supervisor here at St. Bernard, 
talks with Steve Hoff, right, a parish member who is overseeing the 
renovation of the church restrooms, and architects from Sketchworks 
Architecture of Middleton.  

Parish renovates bathrooms with help of apostolate, generous parishioner 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     The bathrooms located in St. Bernard’s church will be up-
graded this fall to allow access to parishioners of all physical 
abilities. 
     “I don’t think they have ever been done,” said Steve Hoff, a 
member of the parish’s facilities committee, who is overseeing 
the project. “They don’t even really meet code … the women’s 
room especially.” 
     Hoff, who works in construction for Flad Development, 
which is the firm that built the church about 60 years ago, said 
the project includes: 

 The men’s restroom, located off the University Avenue 
entrance, will be renovated; 

 The old bubbler in the vestibule will be upgraded to a water 
cooler; 

 The women’s restroom, located at the chapel entrance to 
the church, will be renovated to meet current building codes 
and expanded to include space from the old cry room;  

 The cry room will become a family bathroom and seating 
area; and  

 All three bathrooms will get new flooring, tile, lighting, 
toilet enclosures and fixtures.  

     Contractors will review the project and meet with their sub-
contractors over the next few weeks. 
     Hoff said he expects construction to begin in early October. 
“We will have to be flexible … but we’re doing what we can to 
get it done as fast as we can.” 
     Once a contractor has been chosen, drawings that have been 
prepared by Sketchworks Architecture of Middleton will be 
available for parishioners to review. 
     Fr. Brian said he plans to apply for a grant from the Diocese 
of Madison Apostolate for Person with Disabilities to help cover 
part of the cost of the renovation. 
     He added that an anonymous St. Bernard parishioner has also 
asked to help with any expenses not covered by the apostolate. 
     “These are the original bathrooms that were built in 1958,” 
Fr. Brian said. “There is the wear and tear … and then there is 
the accessibility issue.”      

     He added that the old restrooms could not accommodate pa-
rishioners with walkers or wheelchairs. 
     According to an article in the “Madison Catholic Herald,” 
the apostolate has provided funds “through the generosity of 
many people over the years.” 
     These funds are distributed in the form of a grant to parishes 
in the Diocese of Madison to support the “full inclusion of peo-
ple with disabilities in the life of the Church.” 
     After Fr. Brian decided that the 60-year-old bathrooms need-
ed a refresh, he contacted Grant Emmel of the diocese’s build-
ing commission.  
     According to the Catholic Herald, Emmel’s job is to “help 
ensure that the modifications they are considering meet with all 
civil and diocesan policies.” 

Mike and Ewa Alexander and their family became members 
of St. Bernard parish, when they moved to Middleton from 
Chicago three years ago. Their son received his First Com-
munion this year, and they look forward to their daughter’s 
First Communion next year! 
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By Ellen G. Krenke   
     Every year at this time, I pause 
to reflect on the events of 9/11 
and the lasting effect it has had on 
us as a family and as a nation.  
     Because on that day, I was an 
Air Force officer working in a 
building in Crystal City across the 
beltway from the Pentagon, but 
my two daughters were at the 
Pentagon day care center. 
     It was a beautiful September 
morning, and I rode by bicycle 
from our house, which was about 
1/2 mile from Mount Vernon, 
down the Potomac River bike 
trail to Crystal City.  
     My husband dropped the girls 
at the day care on his way to his 
office in Rosslyn, which is locat-
ed on the other side of the Penta-
gon. This was our routine, but 
after that day it would be changed 
forever.       
     I got into the office just before 
9 a.m., and settled into my seat. A 
50-inch television was located 
directly to the left of my desk, 
because I was a media relations 
officer for the National Guard 
Bureau. 
     When the first plane hit at 8:46 
a.m., I said to someone walking 
by, “Hey, some idiot just flew a plane into the World Trade 
Center.” We watched for a few minutes and then continued 
working.  
     After the second plane hit, a crowd started to gather. We had 
the only television in the building, and everyone wanted to see 
what was happening.  
     Then an announcement was made that a plane was headed 
for Washington. I was worried about the girls, but I was also 
worried about my husband, who had a meeting at the New Ex-
ecutive Office building that morning to plan a White House 
event. I tried to call him several times, but got no response.  
     When the plane hit the Pentagon, the mood in the office 
changed dramatically. My job was to answer questions from the 
media about the National Guard’s response to these attacks. But 
first I had to make sure my family was O.K.  
     Someone asked if I wanted to borrow their vehicle to drive 
to the Pentagon to check on the girls. I said yes and left imme-
diately. 
     It was a quick drive. I left the car in the Pentagon parking lot 
hoping that it wouldn’t be towed (yes that thought actually went 
through my head).  
     The plane crashed into the opposite side of the building. 
Smoke was billowing from the crash site. Paper was raining 
down on us. The smell was a combination of jet fuel, burning 
rubber and everything else.   
     Day care workers had moved the children out of the building 
and across the street to a park area next to the Potomac River. 
The babies, including my daughter, Grace, who was 11 months 
old, were pushed outside in their cribs. She was fast asleep. 
When I found my daughter, April, who was three, her first 

Our People 
St. Bernard staffer remembers 9/11: God does not want harm for us 

question was: “Can we go look 
at the river?” 
     Thankfully, both were too 
young to understand what was 
going on and hopefully my anx-
iousness didn’t affect them.  
     At times like these, you focus 
on your mother. The “Hail 
Mary” was on the tip of my 
tongue. 
     A friend of mine from the 
Mississippi National Guard was 
checking on his son, because it 
was his first day at the day care 
center.  
     Bill was in the right place at 
the right time. His office took a 
direct hit and everyone inside 
was killed. 
     While we were there, some-
one said another plane was head-
ed for the Capitol. I was still 
trying to get in touch with my 
husband, when Bill asked if I 
wanted a ride to Rosslyn.  
     As we arrived at my hus-
band’s office, he was walking 
out to his car. I will be forever 
grateful to my friend for that ride 
away from the Pentagon. I was 
relieved to have all of us togeth-
er at last.  
     I’m not sure what time it was, 

but we were headed home. The traffic was bad. People were 
walking down the George Washington Parkway, because the 
metro was closed. I started trying to call my family to let them 
know that we were O.K. The phone lines were up and down, but 
I finally got through to my brother.  
     After we made it home and everyone was in place, I went 
back to work. Traffic was getting worse with civilian offices 
and businesses closing early. I got as close as I could to my 
building and parked my car. Again hoping that it wouldn’t be 
towed away.  
     As a mother, your first reaction at any attempt to harm your 
children is to protect them. 
     As a mother/Airman, your reaction is the same, but you also 
know that you have a job to do to ensure their continued safety. 
     9/11 is a day that we will never forget and will have an ever-
lasting impact on our children, especially those who lost a loved 
one.  
     I visited my daughters at lunch time every day, and I noticed 
another mother who did the same. Her daughter was a toddler, 
and they would sit together and talk and play in the front wait-
ing area. She was killed in her office on 9/11, and I still think 
about and pray for her family.  
     Several months and years after 9/11, my daughters always 
pointed out where the plane hit the Pentagon.  
     The events of that day took away our sense of security, but 
they should not take away our faith that God does not want 
harm for us. 
     According to Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know well the plans I 
have in mind for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare, not 
for woe! Plans to give you a future full of hope.” 

Air Force Lt. Col. Ellen Krenke and her daughter, Grace, are pictured 
during one of their daily visits at the Pentagon day care center.  

 



8                                 The Bee                                                                       Fall 2018 

Our Community 
St. Bernard SVdP helps Madison to shelter the homeless 

 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     St. Bernard parish is making a differ-
ence in Madison's efforts to help those 

living on the street to find 
shelter by eliminating the 
last barrier to homelessness: 
a security deposit. 
     "Sometimes just provid-
ing a roof over their head 

makes such a big difference," said Matt 
Julian, a social worker for Meriter’s 
HEALTH or Helping Educate and Link 
the Homeless program. "It is amazing 
how much you can provide when you get 
them under that roof." 
     HEALTH “serves as a bridge for those 
individuals who are uninsured, unem-
ployed or disconnected from medical and 
other community services,” according to 
the Meriter website.  
     “My job is to help people manage 
their chronic medical and mental health 
situations while living on the street, and 
then we try to work towards housing,” 
said Julian, who has worked with the pro-
gram for three years. “But because hous-
ing can be so limited we try to do our best 
to manage them on the street until we can 
get them there.” 
     However, when Julian finds a home-
less individual with a medical need that 
could be life-threatening, he works to 
move them up on the housing priority list. 
     “This person’s life will be greatly 
shortened if they were to remain on the 
street, so we get a medical exception for 
these folks,” he said. 

     The “Zero Initiative” priority list 
considers the length of homelessness 
and the individual’s vulnerability index 
to determine those with the highest need 
for shelter. 
     “Zero Initiative” is a national pro-
gram to reduce veteran and chronic 
homelessness. 
     About four months ago, Julian con-
tacted Peggy Spiewak, who is a nurse 
care coordinator at UnityPoint Health-
Meriter Hospital and a member of the 
St. Bernard Conference of St. Vincent 
de Paul (SVdP). 
     The two met during consultations 
involving homeless individuals, and 
Spiewak invited Julian to a SVdP meet-
ing to familiarize him with the program. 
     A few weeks later, Julian asked 
Spiewak if she thought the group could 
provide a $250 security deposit for an 
individual with severe medical issues.  
     Spiewak got approval from the St. 
Bernard group, and the individual got 
his apartment.  
     “It has been extremely helpful,” said 
Julian. “We are talking about (people) 
with chronic medical issues. 
     “We are doing our best to help them 
manage on the street, but when all the 
research shows that the way that we can 
really help prolong someone’s life and 
help them reach successful outcomes … 
they have to be housed. 
     “So, when we get these (people) 
housed right away, it greatly changes 
how we can provide care for them.” 

     Once they have stable housing, Julian 
said he can then get them focused on their 
physical health and any other needs by 
providing Home Health, in-home thera-
pies and even Meals on Wheels.  
     “It is so much easier to get involved 
with folks and get them involved with 
services to help them have a much better 
quality of life,” Julian said. 
     Julian said he usually has a short 
amount of time to get a security deposit 
for his clients, which means a  short turn-
around for Spiewak and the other St. Ber-
nard SVdP members. 
     A recent case involved an individual 
with severe medical issues, and “rather 
than wait until his next pay period we 
reached out to you guys to get him in 
right away,” Julian said.  
     The individual needed a security de-
posit on Monday. Julian contacted 
Spiewak on Thursday and got the check 
on Friday. 
     “I’m just grateful to have another fund 
for support,” Julian said. “A lot of our 
funds can be limited from the federal, city 
and state … where a private funding 
source is a much quicker turn-around and 
there aren’t little things to snag.” 
     In the last four months, the St. Bernard 
group has provided security deposits for 
three individuals. 
     “It’s huge, these people are on a big 
high when they find out they have hous-
ing,” Julian said. “They are so grateful for 
the opportunity. It just really changes 
things around for folks.”  

Braaten, Krenke represent parish on SVdP youth service council 
     The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
(SVdP) of Madison created a Youth Ser-
vice Council in 2014 to encourage stu-
dents to plan and execute their own local 
service projects.  
     "Blessed Frederic Ozanam and his 
friends started the society when they were 
college students, and they named it after 
St. Vincent de Paul," Gayle Westfahl, 
member services coordinator for SVdP, 
told the Madison Catholic Herald in 
2014. "We all know there are very talent-
ed high school students here in Madison, 
and many people could be served well 
through their creativity, passion and de-
sire to be of service." 
     The council consists of high school 
students, who serve as representatives for 
their home parishes and Catholic schools 
from around Dane County.  
     This year, St. Bernard is represented 
by Hadley Braaten, who has been a mem-
ber for three years, and Brett Krenke.  

     Beginning in September, the council 
will meet monthly at the Middlecamp 
Center for Vincentian Charity in Madi-
son to plan service activities that they 
will take back to their parish youth min-
istries to encourage their involvement.      
     “We are looking forward to our fifth 
year as the Youth Service Council and 
continuing our inspiring efforts to grow 
in faith, grow in friendship with each 
other and to help those in need!” said 
Westfahl. 

     In the last four years, the council has 
held clothing drives and fundraising car 
washes, helped with set-up for Feed my 
Sheep, worked in the food pantry garden, 
shopped for SVdP’s annual Little Drum-
mer gift distribution program and hosted 
a Christmas social for residents of All 
Saints Assisted Living in Madison. 
     In 2017, the council awarded its first 
scholarship to a student who receives 
free/reduced lunch and desires to contin-
ue their education. 
     The scholarship also provides finan-
cial support for the student's family in the 
form of rent credit, grocery gift cards and 
transportation funds, Westfahl said. 
     To fund the scholarship, the council 
plans several fundraisers, including a 
“Parents Night Out,” which is hosted here 
at St. Bernard.  
     Donations to the scholarship fund may 
be sent to: Madison SVdP YSC, P.O. Box 
259686, Madison, WI 53725. 



KC Council #4549 hosts annual golf event at Pleasant View 

Fr. Tom Kelley of St. Francis Xavier in Cross Plains get a great reaction from his teammates from left to right, MSgr. Daniel 
Ganshert of St. Joseph in Dodgeville, Fr. Brian Wilk of St. Bernard in Middleton and Fr. Jay Poster of St. Joseph in Baraboo after 
sinking his putt during last year’s Fr. Pat Higgins Invitational at Pleasant View Golf Course in Middleton. 

 
Other KC events this fall 

 
November: 

 
13 - Vet’s Day Mass Honor Guard 
14 - Mass and Potluck 

     In 2007, inspired by Fr. Pat Higgins 
and his love of golf, Doug Brown, Randal 
Halford and Wayne Dohse organized a 
golf outing as a fundraiser for Knights of 
Columbus Council #4549.  
     Since that time, this annual golf outing 
has grown into the largest fundraiser for 
the council’s charitable works. Proceeds 
have supported the parish, Middleton 
Outreach Ministry, seminarians, local 
Special Olympics, the Middleton Veter-
an’s Tribute, an ultrasound machine for 
the pregnancy center and The Beacon. 
     “There is more to this event than just 
golf,” said Mark Misenheimer, the coun-
cil recorder. “Foremost is a chance for 
people to spend time together and have 
fun.” 
     Many priests have participated in this 
event, including: Higgins; Monsignor 
Doug Dushack, a former pastor at St. 
Bernard; Fr. Tom Kelley of St. Francis 
Xavier in Cross Plains; Monsignor Dan 
Ganshert of St. Joseph in Dodgeville; and 
Fr. Jay Poster of St. Joseph in Baraboo.  
     “And if your game is in need of help, 
you can buy mulligans,” Misenheimer 
said.  
     Local businesses sponsor a hole to 
help support us. There is a meal after the 
golfing with a silent auction and raffle.      
Thanks to the efforts of people like re-
tired Col. Jack Rogan and Jerry Denruit-
er, many fabulous gifts are donated for 
the auction.  
     Even if you don’t golf, you can still 
participate. Many Knights help organize 

this event, including Ron Braem, Don 
Acker and Hank Simon, Lyle Meeker, 
Bob and Jim Faren, Joe Gugel, and 
Chris Murdoch. There is also an option 
to come for the meal and auction only. 

     This year’s outing will be held Sept. 
24. For $75, you get 18 holes of golf with 
cart and a buffet lunch. Anyone 16 and 
over can play. Registration starts at 8 
a.m., followed by golf at 9 a.m. The so-
cial hour will be held from 1:30-2:30 
p.m., followed by the lunch and raffle.  
     Forms are available at the entrances to 
the church or you can contact Ron Braem 
at 608-831-6658 or rsbraem@tds.net or 
Wayne Dohse at 608-836-3902 or 
cddohse@tds.net. 
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KC Council #4549 recently installed new officers, including in front from left to right: Paul 
Wagabaza, inside guard; Richard Roberts, lecturer; Dick Horan, warden; Ed Brummel, grand 
knight; Humberto Pasarell, deputy grand night; Fr. Brian; second row: Tim Bergs, financial 
secretary; Tom Riley, trustee; Chris Murdoch, advocate; Ben Nevarez, trustee; Dave Fuccillo, 
trustee; Wayne Dohse, chancellor; Mark Misenheimer, recorder; Erin Kennedy, district deputy. 
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Our Children 
Choosing sponsor is important first step in Confirmation  
     How do I choose a sponsor for Confir-
mation? First, look to one of your Baptis-
mal godparents.        
     Because of the connection between the 
sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, 
the Church encourages you to invite your 
godmother or godfather to be your Con-
firmation sponsor.  
     “It is desirable that the one who under-
took the role of sponsor (godparent) at 
Baptism be your sponsor at Confirma-
tion” (Code of Canon Law, Canon 893). 
     If there is a valid reason why the Bap-
tismal Godparent is not available (e.g., 
death, a non-practicing Catholic) then 
look for a person who fits this description 
from Canon Law:  
     The sponsor must be a baptized and 
confirmed member living a life in harmo-
ny with the Catholic Church. 
     Your sponsor must be a baptized and 
confirmed Catholic but cannot be your 
mother or father. 

     What does it mean to live a life in 
harmony with the Catholic Church?   
     You are looking for a person who is: 

 Faithful to Sunday Mass and to the 
reception of the sacraments. 

 A living witness to the Catholic 
faith. 

 A person of prayer. He or she has 
spoken about or indicated an un-
derstanding of the importance of 
prayer. 

 Aware of a Christian’s responsibil-
ity to follow Jesus in service of 
others. Someone who donates time 
or money to help the poor, works 
with youth, visits the homebound, 
helps out at the local food pantry, 
or does other forms of service. 

 Honest. A person of integrity who 
is willing to speak up and stand up 

for what is right even in the face of 
opposition. A person who encour-
ages you to do the same. 

 Someone you know well and who 
knows you well. Someone with 
whom you will have an on-going 
relationship. 

     Did you recognize anyone in the de-
scription above?   
     Think about the people in your life: 
aunts, uncles, older sisters or brothers, a 
parent of a friend, a neighbor or a teacher 
at school.   
     It is a huge privilege to be asked to be 
a Confirmation sponsor. The person you 
choose should recognize this and take it 
seriously.   
     He or she should be your prayer part-
ner and mentor in faith long after the oil 
of Confirmation has gone from your 
forehead. 

St. Bernard to host 
Confirmation in October 

 
     Confirmation for tenth graders will be 
held at St. Bernard again this year. 
     Mass will begin at 4 p.m., Oct. 28. 
     To prepare, they will attend one of the 
two Confirmation retreats at Lake 
Waubesa Bible Camp on Sept. 27-28 or 
at Durward’s Glen on Oct. 25-26. 
     For Middleton High School teens, 
there is no school on those days, so the 
group will leave in the morning and re-
turn on the following afternoon.  
     If your school district does not have 
those days off, please notify Kevin Sulli-
van during religious education registra-
tion to arrange an alternate retreat. 
     “Confirmation is a big and important 
moment in your faith journey,” Sullivan 
said. “It is not, however, an end or excuse 
to no longer continue to learn about our 
faith and grow in your relationship with 
the Lord. 
     “Post-Confirmation, you will be ex-
pected to continue in faith formation clas-
ses all year and through the remainder of 
your high school career.” 
     Sullivan also encouraged teens to 
prayerfully discern if they are ready for 
Confirmation. 
     “Sacraments can truly change us, if we 
are prepared well and allow the Holy 
Spirit to work through them.” 
     He added that deferring Confirmation 
one or more years is totally acceptable 
and would show that you are taking your 
faith journey seriously. 

Celebrating children at St. Bernard  
 

To the parents of our young children, may we suggest: Relax! 
-God put the wiggles in children; don't feel you have to suppress it in God's house. 
-Sit toward the front where it is easier to see and hear.   
-Quietly explain the parts of the Mass to your children. 
-Children learn liturgical behavior by imitating you. 
-Sing the hymns, pray and voice the responses.   
-If you need to leave Mass with your child, please 
feel free to do so, but PLEASE come back. 
-Remember that the way we welcome children in 
church directly affects the way they respond to 
Church, to God, and to Christ.   
-Let them know that they are at home here. 
To the members of the parish: 
A smile of encouragement is always welcome to 
parents with small, active children. 
This is, after all, the future generation of our 
Church! 



 

     About 30 children in grades pre-kindergarten 
through fifth grade participated in 
the parish’s Vacation Bible 
School in August.   
     The theme was “Rome: Paul 
and the Underground Church.”  
     They explored the caves of the 
underground church, met the 
Apostle Paul, created cool Bible 

crafts, sang songs and played high-energy games.  
They also made lots of new friends!   

St. Bernard children explore ancient Rome at VBS 
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at 608-829-5872. 

Calendar of upcoming events at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
 
September    October     November              
3 - Labor Day    3 - Luke House Meal   1 - All Saints Day 
5 - Luke House Meal   3 - Small Faith Group   1 - SVdP Meeting 
5 - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 4 - SVdP Meeting   2 - All Souls Day Meal 
6 - SVdP Meeting   6-7 - Blest Art Sale   7 - Luke House Meal 
9 - Parish Picnic    9 - KC Officer’s Meeting   8 - Rosary Makers 
11 - KC Officer’s Meeting   15 - Human Needs Meeting  10 - Vet’s Day Mass Honor Guard 
13 - Rosary Makers   15 - Catholic Multicultural Center Meal 11 - Veteran’s Day 
15 - Baptism Preparation   16 - Anointing Mass/Meal   13 - KC Officer’s Meeting 
17 - Catholic Multicultural Center Meal 19-20 - Marriage Preparation  14 - KC Mass and Potluck 
17 - Human Needs Meeting  23 - KC Rosary and Meeting  19 - Human Needs Meeting 
24 - KC golf outing   26-27 - Marriage Preparation  19 - Catholic Multicultural Center Meal 
25 - KC Rosary and Meeting  28 - Confirmation   27 - KC Rosary and Meeting 
26 - 40 Days for Life begins 


