
Nativity Prayer  
of St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

 
Let your goodness Lord  

appear to us, that we,  
made in your image,  

may conform ourselves to it. 
In our own strength  

we cannot imitate your majesty, 
power and wonder  

nor is it fitting for us to try.  
But your mercy reaches from the 

heavens through the clouds  
to the earth below. 

You have come to us as a small 
child, but you have brought us 

the greatest of all gifts,  
the gift of eternal love.  

Caress us with your tiny hands, 
embrace us with your tiny arms 

and pierce our hearts  
with your soft, sweet cries. 
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Create a “Manger of Love” during this Advent season. Set a bowl of straw next to your manger. And when-
ever one of your children does a good deed or says a prayer, he or she places one straw in the manger. The 
idea is to create a nice soft place for the baby Jesus by Christmas, and then they can place their baby Jesus 
in the manger on Christmas Day. The driftwood in this photo came from the Oconto River and was used as 
the manger in front of the altar at St. Bernard by Fr. Ferdinand Mack throughout the 1950s. 

Advent is a time to stir up a deeper desire for Jesus 
     I was recently reading in a periodical I receive 
that Advent is a time for us to run toward the mys-
tery of the Incarnation.    
     Hopefully along the way, we can stir up within 
us a deeper desire for Jesus. It is this desire in our 
souls that reflects our human longing for peace, 
hope and liberation.   

     As Christians, we need to eagerly move toward Christmas 
examining our human frailties and relationships. 
     This idea of running invites us to search for what we already 
have. This may seem like an odd statement, but consider that we 
do not pretend that we are awaiting the birth of a baby. Our an-
cestors already went through this exhaustive waiting.  
     Our search is to look into our own aches and pains, both 

physical and spiritual, to discover again how God brings peace, 
hope and beauty. Put another way, Advent summons our hearts 
to God, who is already among us.  
     So I often say, “Don’t waste Advent.” Do not get so focused 
on Christmas preparations that the beauty of Advent is lost.     
     Prayer, reconciliation and reflection can open our hearts 
anew to the wonders of God’s presence and work in our lives.    
     If we can do this, Christmas will be so much more meaning-
ful. Christmas will truly celebrate what Jesus is doing in our 
lives – bringing peace, offering fulfillment and enhancing joy 
and tenderness. Advent is truly a path toward all of this.  
     Your continued support of St. Bernard’s in terms of time, 
talent and treasure is deeply appreciated. May God’s blessing be 
with you in these holy seasons of Advent and Christmas.   
 

Manger of Love 



The Bee 
Publisher: Rev. Br ian Wilk 
Editor: Ellen Krenke 
Contributors: Rev. Br ian Wilk, Ellen 
Krenke, Tom Theis, Kevin Sullivan, 
Susan Swanke, Gene and Diane Zander 
 
The Bee is a quarterly publication of St. 
Bernard Catholic Church. 

In this Issue 
 

Our Patron…….....………………..3  
Our History…...………..….……....4 
Our Church……..….…..……….…5 
Our Community…..….………....6, 7 
Our People…………..…...……..8, 9 
Our Children……..…...…...…10, 11 

2       The Bee          Winter 2017 

City details University Avenue, landscaping plan for St. Bernard 

 
Save the date! 

 
     Join us for our second annual 
Winterfest from 6-8 p.m., Feb. 3 in 
the parish center. 
     The event includes food and 
drinks, games, including bingo, a 
silent auction, a basket raffle, a 50-
50 raffle and fellowship with other 
St. Bernard families. 
     Watch the bulletin for more 
details! 
 
 

2017 Advent and Christmas season schedule 
 

Holy Day Masses and Reconciliation Schedule 
Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation) 
Thursday, Dec. 8    8:15 a.m., 12:10 p.m., and 5:30 p.m. 
Communal Penance: Tuesday, Dec. 13 7 p.m. 
Private Confessions and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday, Dec. 15    5-6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 19    6-7 p.m. 
All Saturdays    3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Christmas and New Year’s Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve, Sunday, Dec. 24  4 p.m.,  Children’s Choir,  
     6 p.m., Youth Choir, 9 p.m., Adult Choir 
Christmas Day, Monday, Dec. 25  8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 
The Holy Family, Saturday, Dec. 30 5:00 p.m. 
The Holy Family, Sunday, Dec. 31  7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m. 
Solemnity of Mary, Monday, Jan. 1  9 a.m. 
       
 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     New landscaping for St. Bernard will 
be paid for by the city, highlight the mid
-century architecture of the church and 
provide a beautiful entry way for the 
city, a landscape architect told parish-
ioners here in October. 
     “I really wanted to create something 
that I thought was unique to the site,” 
said Jeff Maloney, an architect with 
Vandewalle and Associates. “It is such 
an important site in the city. And obvi-
ously it is important to you as a spiritual 
place, but also an important community 
building … with its prominence to the 
downtown area.” 
     Landscaping for St. Bernard was 
approved by the Middleton Common 
Council in September as part of the plan 

to widen the intersection of University 
Avenue and Parmenter Street to the 
north to make room for two dedicated 
left-turn lanes. 
     According to the plans, a total of 
0.075 acres will be acquired from St. 
Bernard by the city to expand University 
Avenue. 
     In the remaining space along Univer-
sity Avenue, two maple and two locust 
trees will be removed and new trees, 
shrubs and plantings will be installed by 
the city.  
     “The landscape could be modernized 
a little bit,” Maloney said. “We wanted 
to highlight the building form with the 
plants, put in plants that are symbolic as  
well as functional and something that 
had meaning to the church.” 
     The University Avenue entrance to 
the church will be made more formal 

with showier plants, including two East-
ern red bud trees, which bloom in the 
spring. The lower canopy of these trees 
will allow the stained glass window to be 
seen throughout the year. 
     “I really like the idea of getting those 
trees out from in front of that big stained 
glass window,” said Fr. Brian. “When 
that gets lit up at night, it is a spectacular 
sight.” 
     Other plants listed by Maloney include 
a “Knock out” shrub rose cultivated at the                                            
University of Wisconsin, bleeding hearts, 
daffodils and white lilies. Planting beds in 
the very front will be used for annuals. 
     The remaining trees along University 
Avenue would be properly cared for by             
                       Cont. on page 11  
 
LANDSCAPE cont. from page 2 
the city forester during excavation.      
     On the corner, Maloney suggested a 
grove of Aspen trees that will draw your 

     We prepare for everything we consider     
important in life. And that includes Christmas.  
     Join our parish for Best Advent Ever, a free 
email program that will help you prepare for 
Christmas in a unique way.  
     Each day, you’ll receive an email with: 

 Short inspirational videos from Matthew 

Kelly and Dr. Allen Hunt 

 Practical tips for your everyday life 

 Real-life stories of hope 
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Audio of St. Bernard’s Advent  
sermons available for free 

 
     In these sermons, St Bernard instructs us on:  

 The Left Hand and the Right Hand of our infant Lord.  

 The difference between the wisdom of the world and flesh 
versus what is peaceable and chaste.  

 How the infant Christ was the fountain of devotion spoken 
of by Isaiah.  

 How the Nativity is medicine from the Good Physician.  

 How those who are engaged in useful labor and employ-
ment are fit to be visited by angels.  

     Click on the link at: http://www.alleluiaaudiobooks.com/st-
bernard-homilies-for-christmas-eve-and-christmas/ 

     St. Bernard wrote 19 sermons on the mysteries of Advent 
and Christmas. Seven of these sermons are titled, “De Adventu 
Domini.” Below is an excerpt from Sermon II: 
 
     Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and his name 
shall be called Emmanuel, which is interpreted, “God with us.” 
O Adam! Flee not away, for God is with us! Fear not, O man, 
nor be afraid to hear His name; it is "God with us/With us in the 
likeness of our nature ; with us for our service and for our prof-
it. For us He is come as one of us, passible like unto us.  
     It is said, "He will eat butter and honey;” as if to say, He 
shall be a little one, fed with infant’s food. That he may know 
how to reject evil and choose good. As in the case of the forbid-
den tree, the tree of transgression, so now we hear of an option 
between good and evil. But the choice of the second Adam is 
better than that of the first. Choosing the good, He refused the 
evil; not as He Who loved cursing, and it came upon Him; and 
He would not have blessing, and it was far from Him.  
     In the prophecy that He would eat butter and honey you may 
notice the choice of this little one. But may His grace support 
us, that what He grants us the power to understand He may like-
wise enable us to explain!  
     From milk we obtain two substances, butter and cheese. But-
ter is oily and moist; cheese, on the contrary, is hard. Our little 
one knew well how to choose when, eating the butter, He did 
not taste the cheese. Behold, therefore, how He chose the best; 
He assumed our nature free from all corruption of sin. Of sin-
ners we read that their heart is curdled as milk; the purity of 
their nature is corrupted by the fermentation of malice and iniq-
uity.  
     And now let us turn to the honey. Our bee feeds among lil-
ies, and dwells in the flowery country of the angels. This bee 
flew to the city of Nazareth, which is, interpreted, a flower; He 
came to the sweet-smelling flower of perpetual virginity; He 
settled upon it, He clove to it.  
     But bees, besides their sweet honey, have likewise their 
sharp sting. The Prophet that sang of the mercy and judgment of 
the Lord, knew that this bee had a sting as well as honey. Nev-
ertheless, when He descended to us He brought honey only that 
is, mercy, not judgment so that to the disciples who wished to 
call down fire from heaven on the cities that would not receive 
Him, He answered: "The Son of Man is not come to judge the 
world, but to save it." Our bee had no sting in His mortal life; 
amid the extremity of insult He showed mercy, not judgment.  
     Christ, then, may be symbolized both as a bee and as the 
flower springing from the rod. And, as we know, the rod is the 
Virgin Mother of God. This flower, the Son of the Virgin, is 

Our Patron 
‘Our bee feeds among lilies; dwells in flowery country of angels’ 

"white and ruddy, chosen out of thousands." It is the flower on 
which the angels desire to look, the flower whose perfume shall 
revive the dead, the flower, as He Himself declares, of the field, 
not of the garden. This flower grew and flourished in the field 
independent of all human culture; unsown by the hand of man, 
untilled by the spade, or fattened by moisture. So did the womb 
of Mary blossom. 

Dec. 13 at 7 p.m., in the church 
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Our History 
Parish sends cakes, spiritual bouquets to soldiers at Christmas 

Children of St. Bernard Catholic School collected “nearly a ton” of clothing for war relief services       
in New York. From left to right in the truck, Marvin Hermans, Philip Breuning and Roland     
Lamberty, standing  from left to right, Kathleen Hilgers, Barbara Nesson, Roger Hillenbrand, Joan 
Kaminsky, Phillis Breuning, LaVerne Hermans, Mary Stricker, Mary Anne Teff, Sr. Mary Jane 
Frances and Sr. Mary Philip, principal of the school. 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Along with many other community 
organizations, St. Bernard parish did its 
part to support the troops during World 
Wars I and II. 
     “The beginning of World War I 
brought about many changes in the vil-
lage,” according to the church history. 
“The women knit items for soldiers at 
home and away and for the people of oth-
er countries.  
     “The school children also were busy. 
Seventh and eighth graders made quilts by 
knitting squares, younger children made 
baby layettes and also knit squares for 
quilts and afghans.”  
     All of the children saved tin foil for the 
aluminum and fruit pits and nut shells for 
the activated carbon, the history states.  
     To protect soldiers from German gas 
attacks, these items were needed to pro-
duce activated carbon for gas masks. It 
took 200 peach pits or two pounds of nut 
shells to produce enough carbon to outfit 
one gas mask, so schools, churches and 
other organizations throughout the United 
States and Britain saved these items.  
     By 1942, the country was deeply em-
broiled in World War II. Gas rationing 
was in effect so people were encouraged 
to share rides to church, according to the 
church history.  
     The Red Cross asked for cigarettes, 
cookies and cakes to send to servicemen.    
Sugar was being rationed at that time, so 
the rectory offered sugar from its ration.  
     Home nursing courses were taught in 
Middleton, and the sermon was eliminated 
from the 6 a.m., Mass, so that the men and 
women would not be late for their jobs at 
the Badger Ordinance Plant. 
     Fr. Ferdinand Mack, the pastor at St. 
Bernard, said officers from the plant met 
with local clergymen to warn them that 
their problems would increase with the 
“young folks” from the plant. 
     “It was the war days that brought peo-
ple close together,” Mack wrote in his 
memoirs. 
     Robert Hildebrandt compiled a list of 
more than 80 parishioners who were in the 
service.  
     Everyone was asked to pray for them 
and send spiritual bouquets to the service 
personnel at Christmas time. Many memo-
rial Masses were said for service person-
nel during this time.  
     Mack said the list was not limited to 
parish members. He said he was thanked 
by “a good Lutheran” who said he re-
ceived prayers from the parish while he 

was in the South Pacific. 
     The first casualty was the nephew of 
Al and Muriel Blaschke of St. Bernard. 
     In 1943, canned goods were collected 
after Masses to be sent to St. Vincent de 
Paul in Chicago for the needy in Europe, 

China and the Philippines.  
     St. Bernard Catholic School children 
collected “nearly a ton” of clothing for 
the National Catholic Welfare conference 
to be sent to the war relief services in 
New York.  
     Ladies were asked to donate three doz-
en cookies to the United Services Organi-
zation Center in Madison, because Truax 
Field was a very active service base at the 
time. 
     The days of fast and abstinence were 
still observed. However, farmers were 
given permission to harvest crops on Sun-
days and Holy Days and to serve meat 
while harvesting crops. 
     Along with the need to support the 
war effort came the need to start a Catho-
lic school in Middleton.  
     The school was to be a memorial to 
the parishioners who served in the war.  
     “It was to be a permanent symbol of 
what they fought and died for so that fu-
ture generations might be reminded of 
their sacrifices for God and country,” 
according to the church history. 

Fr. Ladislas Szepe, pictured sitting with Fr. 
Ferdinand Mack, fled Russian persecution and 
was a displaced person in the American Zone 
of Austria before coming to St. Bernard as a 
curate in 1951. 



Winter 2017      The Bee                        5 

Our Church 
Stained glass: Gifts for the new church from the parish ladies 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     In December of 1950, after several 
successful card parties and bake sales, the 
ladies of the Christian Mothers Society 
decided to spend some of their hard-
earned money on new curtains for the 
rectory. 
     The gift became the first of many from 
the ladies to the recently established par-
ish. 
     Windows would again be the group’s 
first concern when the new church was 
built in 1958-59. 
     “As a result, today attention is called 
again and again, by those who enter the 
church the first time, and by those who 
drive past the church, to the spacious and 
beautiful colored glass window and its 
dedication to St. Bernard and Our Lady,” 
according to the church history. 
     Along with his other duties related to 
the church design, Gene Marrggraff of 
Universal Studios was asked to design the 
stained glass windows.  
     He started with the “Mother’s Memo-
rial,” which is the stained glass facing 
University Avenue. 
     “Who was this St. Bernard?” was 
Marrggraff’s first question. So, Msgr. 
Ferdinand Mack gave him a copy of the 
recently published edition of “Butler’s 
Lives of the Saints” to find the answer.  
     “At the time, it was made emphatic 
that St. Bernard’s love and devotion to 
Mary, together with his illustrious fame as 
a preacher, theologian and builder be de-
picted,” according to the church history.     
     “The fruits of his study of the life of 
St. Bernard, together with the guidance 
from church leaders are proven by the 
very expressive symbolism found in St. 
Bernard’s window facing University Ave-
nue.” 
     St. Bernard was known for his moving 
oratory in defense of the church and con-
demnation of the schisms of the day, 
which had arisen in the church.  
     He has always been known as the Cis-
tercian abbot devoted especially to prayer 
and meditation. Many of his writings and 
homilies are used as works of reference 
even today.  
     “That is why we find him not just in an 
attitude of prayer in the stained glass, but 
also in an attitude of pleading to the 
Blessed Mother for light and guidance,” 
according to the church history. “That 
great love is expressed, together with his 
faith and hope, by the symbol which de-
scends its rays upon our patron.”  
     Visions of our Blessed Lady are refer-

enced in many of St. Bernard’s writings. 
These are symbolized by the presence of 
Our Lady in the upper corner of the 
glass.  
     The monasticism demanded by the 
Cistercian Rule is emphasized by the 
expressive symbols on the monastic 
buildings in the light and shadows of the 
ornamental glass.  
     Sandaled and pigtailed children are 
shown gathered around Mary. “This is 
the gift of your mothers to the one 
whom they call their heavenly mother,” 
Marrggraff reportedly said.  
     The Memorare, a prayer loved by St. 
Bernard asking for the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, is printed in 
the lower right corner of the window. 
     At the time, the “Mother’s Memori-
al” was the largest art glass window in 
the Midwest. Marrgraff had to rent a 
large gymnasium in Winona, Minn., to 
produce a sketch of the window. 
     Since the St. Bernard window is ded-
icated to motherhood and children and 
married life, the windows in the east and 
west choir lofts are dedicated to the reli-
gious life and the priesthood, respective-
ly. 
     The west window emphasizes the 
priesthood through the administration of 
the sacraments. The priest is central in 

the window. He holds the sacred host and 
the chalice. The aspirant to the priesthood 
is depicted by the young man kneeling in 
prayer. 
     The east window emphasizes the reli-
gious life coming from the Hand of God 
in the upper left corner to Mary the Moth-
er, symbolized by the diamond with the 
double “M” picturing the three nuns 
clothed in the dress of the 1950s working 
with mind, heart and hands. It is dedicat-
ed to the children of the parish as symbol-
ized by the child at the desk. 
     The original colored glass on both the 
east and west side of the church was pas-
tel with no detailed symbolism.  
     In the mid-1970s, artist Odell Prather 
of Pennsylvania was asked to redesign 
them to depict the flow of life with an 
occasional symbol of the church, includ-
ing: a beehive, indicating industry; the 
Papal Coat of Arms; the Diocesan Coat of 
Arms; the seal of the state of Wisconsin;           
                         Cont. on page 7 
STAINED GLASS cont. from p. 5 
and the sketch of the old church. 
     In 1978-79, the pastel glass was re-
moved from the windows in the sacristy 
and the mother’s room (now the chapel).  
     In the sacristy, the four windows con-
tain liturgical symbols: the chasuble, the 
maniple and stole, the pyx and the chalice 
and paten. 

When the new church was being built in 1958-59, the “Mother’s Memorial” was the largest art 
glass window in the Midwest, according to the church history.  
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Our Community 
St. Bernard parishioners continue to amaze with generosity 

     St. Bernard parishioners opened their closets, their hearts and 
their wallets, and the totals for each of the charitable drives held 
over the last few weeks are amazing! 
     First, in the warm clothing drive, Barb Bohringer of the Hu-
man Needs Commission reports that volunteers bundled 100 
coats and five large bags filled with boots, mittens, hats and 
scarves for St. Francis of Assisi, our sister parish in Milwaukee. 
Also included in the drive was 32 bags of warm clothing items 
for our local St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVdP). 
     A total of 422 tags were placed on the Giving Trees this year, 
and many gifts were left under the tree, Bohringer said. These 
gifts will be distributed to our sister parish, SVdP and the Eliza-
beth House in Madison.  
     Barb Roberts of the SVdP conference said 2,700 pounds of 
food and paper items were collected in November and sent to the 
SVdP food pantry. The group also made a $500 donation to the 
SVdP pharmacy. 
     SVdP’s annual Cookie Extravaganza will be held after all 
Masses on Dec. 9-10 in the parish center. 
     In our efforts to feed the hungry, our volunteers report feed-
ing about 120 at the Catholic Multicultural Center and about 80 
at Luke House each month. See the separate story on the next 
page about the progress of the Snack Pack Blessings program. 
     Organizers of these events would like to thank everyone who 
participated and the many volunteers who helped in making this 
a wonderful holiday season for so many in our community.  
 
Photos from top to bottom right: Georgine Jacobs fills out gift tags 
for the Giving Tree; fifth graders from Barbara Schlotthauer’s class help 
sort coats for the warm clothing drive; a parishioner drops off a bag of 
food for the SVdP food drive; and Keith Bohringer inspects donations 
for the warm clothing drive.  
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     In the mother’s room, each window 
contains a symbol of the Mother of God, 
including: lily of the valley, a symbol of 
humility; a fleur-de-lys, a conventional-

A snowy picture of the old St. Bernard 
church can be seen on one of the side panels 
inside the church. 

     Monsignor Ferdinand Mack, our first 
full-time pastor, writes in his memoir:  
     “What great delight the Nuns had one 
Christmas when they received roller 
skates as a gift from me. They used them 
in the basement of the school after mak-
ing certain the window shades were 
pulled and the doors locked. Many and 
many a shriek and giggle, plus bruises, 
resulted.  
     “Years later, one of the students of 
that time, remarked to me, “Now I know 
why the furniture was always shoved up 
against the wall when we got to school in 
the morning.” 

ized version of the Annunciation lily;  
an apple, a symbol for the Mother of 
God because by the first Mother Eve 
and her tasting of this fruit, sin entered 
the world and by the Holy Mother’s 
Son, the curse of sin was taken away; a 
globe encircled by a serpent (devil), a 
symbol of the fall of man, but has been 
used to represent the Blessed Virgin in 
Genesis as a prophecy that the seed of 
the woman shall bruise the head of the 
serpent; the mystic rose; the monogram 
“M” for Mary; a sealed book, because 
the miracle of the Virgin birth is too 
profound for mankind to understand; a 
starry crown for the Queen of Heaven; a 
pierced heart, a symbol of the prophecy 
uttered by the aged Simeon in St. Luke; 
a crescent moon, a symbol of St. John’s 
vision recorded in the apocalypse; and a 
lily, the Madonna Lily. 
 

Roller skates for Christmas 

Snack Pack program continues to grow, adapt to changes  
By Ellen G. Krenke      
     The start of the new school year brought lots of new 
changes for the Snack Pack Blessings program. 
     First, Northside Elementary School joined Elm Lawn 
Elementary School in the program, which provides snacks 
to supplement students’ weekend meals. 
     Georgine Jacobs, the program coordinator, said the 
program serves more than 29 students from both schools 
each week during the school year. 
     St. Bernard is one of five area churches involved in this pro-
gram, which serves a total of 80 students at Middleton elemen-
tary schools. 
     The second change involves the backpacks used to transport 
food to the students. Each week, volunteers would place food 
items into these backpacks that were numbered for each student 
signed up at Elm Lawn.  
     On Monday, these same backpacks would have to be collect-
ed by school personnel and returned to a St. Bernard volunteer.  
     If a student forgot or lost his backpack, which was highly 
likely for elementary age students, the backpack would be re-
placed with a new one. 
     This year, the food items will be placed in plastic bags that 
do not have to be returned by the students each week.  
     “(They) are a lot easier to work with,” Jacobs said adding 
that she got a donation of plastic drawstring bags from Buckle, a 
clothing and shoe store in West Towne Mall. 
     Finally, the program is now entirely dependent upon mone-
tary donations from St. Bernard parishioners.  
     Last year, the program was also supported with food dona-
tions from the Middleton Outreach Ministry.  

     But unfortunately, the food pantry was unable to con-
tinue its participation. It now acts as a consultant for the 
program. 
     Jacobs said Second Harvest will provide food begin-
ning in January, but until that time the program will have 
to purchase all the food that is needed for the students. 
     Last year, about $2,000 was collected from St. Bernard    
parishioners for the program. With the addition of 

Northside,   Jacobs said more money will be needed. 
     If you would like to make a donation, checks should include 
“Snack Pack” in the notes section and cash should be put in an 
envelope marked “Snack Pack.” 
     Parishioners, who use weekly envelopes, can also include a 
donation, but need to note how much should go to Snack Pack. 
     All donations can be placed in the collection basket or 
brought to the parish office. 
     Jacobs said there has been some turnover in volunteers, but 
the number remains strong at about 90. 
     Eight teams of three volunteers shop for the needed food 
items and pick up donations during the week, while 13 teams 
pack the meals and deliver them to the schools on Fridays. 
     With all the changes, there is one thing that remains the 
same: The desire to feed hungry children. 
     “It’s really taking off,” Jacobs said. “The school district just 
said today that their goal is to also serve the middle schools in a 
different format: maybe by storing food at the school.”  
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Our people 
Joy Bauman spreads cheer throughout the parish, year 

Joy Bauman meets with Chantel Schmitz, 
one of our cantors, to prepare for weekend 
Mass. 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Her nickname around the office is “Joy to 
the world.” 
     Well, at least one person calls Joy Bau-
man, our music director, by that name. 
     “Joy is always joyful,” said Tom Theis of 
our maintenance staff. “She always finds 
good in everyone. Joy’s glass is always full, 
not half full. She is a very positive person, 
and I believe her faith has a lot to do with it. 
She is just a real sweetheart.” 
     As the fifth of seven children born to Wal-
ly and Vera Bauman, Joy grew up three 
blocks from St. Bernard. Her father was the 
mayor of Middleton from 1965-75. 
     She went to St. Bernard School through 
the sixth grade and graduated from Middleton 
High School. 
     “I’m a dyed-in-the-wool Middletonian,” 
she laughs. 
     After high school, Bauman went to UW-
Madison with plans to be a music major and 
eventually a choir director. 
     “At the university, I discovered that music 
was more work than I wanted it to be,” she 
said. “When you are a music major at UW, 
you spend hours and hours in Humanities 
practicing. Music was becoming not so fun 
for me anymore.” 
     So, Bauman decided to explore different 
classes at the university. But when she was 
21, her father passed away. 
     “I became aimless,” she said. “School 
wasn’t doing it for me, so I started working 
for a while.” 
     Bauman also volunteered here at St. Ber-
nard. She helped with Confirmation and the 
youth group and taught religious education 
classes. 
     A priest friend suggested that she pursue a 
degree in religious studies. At the same time, 
she accepted the youth ministry position here 
at St. Bernard. So, she enrolled at Edgewood 
and finally got her undergraduate degree at 
the age of 35. 
     She worked in youth ministry for 18 years, 
and “I just started burning out,” she said. “I 
still liked the kids, but my enthusiasm, my 
energy level, my recovery level wasn’t quite 
where it should be.” 
     Since she was also playing the piano for 
the 9 a.m., Mass every Sunday, Fr. Doug 
Dushack offered her the music position when 
it became vacant in 2009. 
     “Music has just always been a part of my 
life,” said Bauman, who started piano lessons 
in the second grade. “I certainly never envi-
sioned myself as being a church musician. 
That was never a thought in my head – ever!  
But I’ve always enjoyed it. I seem to have 
somewhat of a knack for it, I guess.”  
     As the music director, Bauman is responsi-
ble for devising the music list for each liturgy 
in addition to playing for those Masses. She 
also plans and plays for weddings, funerals 
and other Holy Day and special liturgies. 
Bauman trains and schedules all the liturgical 
ministers. She directs both the adult and youth 
choirs. She also prepares the children’s 
Christmas choir which sings at the 4 p.m., 

Christmas Eve Mass. And finally, she puts 
together the presider book and the commen-
tator notes for the weekend Masses in addi-
tion to playing for all three Sunday Masses.  
     Her best Sundays are when she can hear 
the congregation really singing. “That kinda 
keeps me going … and if a person comments 
about how the music just uplifted them or if 
I get a random email from a visitor com-
menting on a piece of music.” 
     Bauman said she especially loves work-
ing with the youth choir. “That is probably 
one of my favorite parts of the job, because 
it keeps me connected with the kids. They 
are just so much fun. I just love their spirit. I 
love my adult choir too, but I have a special 
place in my heart for my youth choir.” 
     Helping to plan for funerals is a job that 
Bauman describes as “a real privilege.” 
     “There is just something about being able 
to help people through a difficult time,” she 
said. “If it is a piece of music that is particu-
larly meaningful … trying to help them navi-
gate that challenging time and doing what 
we can. It is just a real blessing.” 
     Bauman said it is not always easy. “There 
have been some meetings where I have had 
tears in my eyes. You do what you can to 
help them hang on to their faith and get them 
through. I would say that this is part of my 
job that really keeps me going.” 
     In her 26 years here at St. Bernard, Bau-
man said one thing has not changed at St. 
Bernard: The goodness of the people. 
     “The people have always been very nice 
and good to me … and kind and pretty easy 
to work with,” she said. “When you ask 
them for help with stuff, they do it. We are 
the ‘Good Neighbor’ city, but I really feel 
that there is a good sense of that here at this 
parish … a good sense of faith and helping 

others out has stayed here at the parish.” 
     Bauman said her faith is very important to 
her, but “I’m not the best person in daily pray-
er, so I’m not sure my regular spiritual life is 
as on track as it should be. I’m a work in pro-
gress. 
     “As I get older too, just having that faith … 
it’s one of those things that you just kind of 
count on. It’s a comforting thing to have.”  
     After Bauman lost her mother last year, she 
began to contemplate her own life. “I thought: 
‘I’m the next generation to die,’” she said. “It 
will be years down the line hopefully, but I 
have to have that faith that I will see them 
again someday. It keeps me from falling into 
depression. It keeps me hopeful. I still have 
moments of anxiety, but I like to think that 
anxiousness is kind of abating a bit each day.  
     “I am more hopeful about what happens 
after this life I guess. I don’t really despair 
about dying. My faith tells me that this is just 
round one.” 
     Bauman credits her family with keeping 
her in the faith. “We came to Mass every 
week,” she said. “I don’t remember it ever 
being an option for us to not come to Mass.  
     “I went through a period when I really 
questioned stuff, especially when dad died I 
was like, ‘What the heck is this about?’ I was 
not separated from the church, but I was not 
totally engaged either.” 
     At the suggestion of a friend, she attended 
all the Masses of the Triduum and “something 
just really clicked for me. I’m not sure why. 
There are always going to be times when you 
question your faith, but there is something 
about having that kind of foundation or root or 
groundedness.  
     “I often wondered what people who don’t 
have faith do when they do have that challeng-
ing time with the death of a loved one or ill-
ness … like how do you cope with that? Not 
that faith gives you any answers, but it some-
how helps you live with those questions and 
find some comfort.”  
     When Bauman looks down from the choir 
loft on Christmas Eve, she loves to see every-
one with their candles lit when the lights are 
turned out in church.  
     “You look down and think these are the 
people of God. Everybody is united together. 
We are all here in this one space, worshipping 
this one God. It is a real sense of community. 
No matter where they came from or what is 
going on in their lives. We are all united in 
this one prayer.”  
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Knights of Columbus hosts memorable father-son night in 1961 

     One of the most popular events in the history of Monsignor 
Lederer Council #5459 was a father and son night held in 1961. 
     The speaker was a left guard for the Green Bay Packers  –  
Fred “Fuzzy” Thurston. 
     According to an article from the Middleton Times-Tribune, a 
crowd of about 150 braved an outside temperature of 10 below 
to attend the event.  
     “Fred Thurston proved to be a real crowd pleaser,” the arti-
cles states. “His warm, friendly talk broke any chill that might 
have been brought in from the intense cold outside.” 
     In his speech, Thurston encouraged the young people in the 
audience to not give up on their dreams. He told them that he 
was headed for Canada when he got a call from the Baltimore 
Colts in 1958.  
     He won the NFL championship with the Colts that year de-
feating the New York Giants in the title game. The offensive 
coach for the Giants was Vince Lombardi, who became the 
Packers coach in 1959.  
     Thurston must have made an impression on Lombardi, be-
cause the Packers traded for Thurston before the 1959 season 
began.  
     “We came to Green Bay together, and we went out together 
(after Super Bowl II),” Thurston said of Lombardi in a 1996 
interview with the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. “That’s always 
my claim to fame. Every day, I thank God that I’ve had the op-
portunity to be a Wisconsin native, a former Packer and a Pack-
ers fan. I mean, how many great things can you have in one 
life?” 
     According to the Time-Tribune article, Thurston told the St. 
Bernard audience that Lombardi had an exceptional ability to 
motivate the team before a game. 
     Thurston also said when he was traded to the Packers he 
thought his luck had run out, but Lombardi changed all that. 
     Thurston was a key member of the Packers' offensive line 
during the team's glory years under Lombardi. He was often 
paired with fellow guard Jerry Kramer and led the Packers' 
power sweep, which has been called the most famous running 
play in the history of the National Football League. 
     The sweep was unstoppable with halfback Paul Hornung and 
fullback Jim Taylor carrying the ball behind Thurston and Kra-
mer. 
     “If somebody broke down, the play broke down,” Kramer 
wrote in his diary of the 1967 season. “Fuzzy was great at pull-
ing. He had quick feet. And if you look at pictures from that 
time, with Fuzzy and me leading Hornung, all three of us have 
planted our feet. We’re synchronized, where we cut and turn 
upfield at the same time. It was like we were one.”   
     During his time with the Packers from 1959-67, Thurston 
won two Super Bowls, five NFL championships and was named 
first team All-Pro in 1961 and second team All-Pro in 1962. He 
was named to the Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame in 1975. 
     Along with two former Packer teammates Herb Adderley 
and Forrest Gregg, Thurston is one of only three players in pro 
football history to play on six World Championship teams, in-
cluding five with the Packers and one with the Colts in 1958. 
     According to the Times-Tribune article, Thurston told the 
group that Packer fans are the greatest.  
     “The terrific support shown Vince Lombardi and his boys 
was the extra incentive the Packers needed for their terrific 
showing under the new Packer label,” the article states. 
     Thurston also narrated some film from the Packer-Ram game 
in which Green Bay won the Western Conference Division 
Championships. 
     “Throughout the entire program Fred’s quick wit and mag-
netic personality won him new friends,” the article states.  

     After a question and answer period, Thurston signed auto-
graphs for every youngster present. “He also showed a tremen-
dous interest in the kids by diagraming plays for the young St. 
Bernard gridmen and thoroughly enjoyed himself talking foot-
ball (with) them,” the article states. 
     According to the article, Thurston worked for Brookwood 
Home Center in Madison during the off season. “It is really 
pleasing to hear a pro-athlete conduct a talk and meeting with 
the good delivery, warmness, friendliness and sincerity as does 
Fred Thurston.” 

Carol and Rod Nilles have been St. Bernard parishioners for 31 years. 
Rod is a daily Mass server, and Carol is a monthly volunteer at Luke 
House. Both are Eucharistic ministers and belong to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Conference. “From day one, we have felt very welcomed at 
St. Bernard's,” Carol said. “We have made many life-long friends and 
have thrived under the strong pastoral leadership. We consider    
membership at St. Bernard's one of our greatest blessings.” 



Our Children 
Five ways to prepare your child for their first Reconciliation 
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Mass servers needed 
 
     Gene and Diane Zander, our altar server coordinators, recent-
ly visited with St. Bernard fifth graders in their religious educa-
tion classes to encourage them to serve at Mass. 
     More altar servers from grades five and up are needed, and 
training will be provided to anyone who would like to find out 
more about serving at Mass. 
     “Actually, most servers find that being a part of the Mass is 
better than just sitting in the pews,” Gene said.  
     You can contact Gene and Diane at 608-831-5167, and they 
will meet you at church at your convenience to go through all 
that you need to know. 
. 

     Our parish second-graders will receive their first Reconcilia-
tion on Dec. 16 in the church, and it will take a team effort to 
prepare them for this soul-redeeming sacrament.  
     “We can’t view the (sacraments) just as single events,” Fr. 
Brian told parents. “We need to use them as stepping stones 
along our faith journey … one built on the other. 
     “And if there is something in this that you don’t understand, 
please get in touch with us. Let’s do this together.”  
     Here are five simple ways you can help your child prepare for 
their first Reconciliation from Erika Maria at Catholicmom.com: 
     1. Talk about the Sacrament of Reconciliation together 
before your child receives the sacrament. It’s important they 
understand what it is and why we do it. Read together with your 
child about when Jesus instituted the sacrament and gave His 
apostles the authority to forgive sins in His Name in the Gos-
pel of John 20:19–23.  
     Explain to your children that going to Confession is not about 
getting into trouble; it’s about asking God for forgiveness and 

receiving God’s grace to do better. Listen to your child’s ques-
tions and encourage them to learn more by asking more ques-
tions. 
     2. Teach your child how to pray an Examination of Con-
science each night before bed or as often as time allows. 
Some families do this together as a family before bed, silently 
reflecting on their days while mom or dad read the examination 
out loud. There are many great examinations around. Try and 
find one that your child will understand.  
     3. Practice, practice, practice! Like with any spor t, musi-
cal instrument, or other skill – continuous practice is essen-
tial. The same is true for preparation for all the sacraments.       
     As your child’s first Reconciliation approaches, take time to 
role play with them what they will do in their real confessions. 
However, you can tell them they don’t have to really tell you 
their sins – unless of course they really want to.       
     4. Go to Confession as a family. As parents, we are the 
first educators for our children when it comes to our faith. How-
ever, the best way to really teach our children about the faith is 
to practice it by living it out in our every day life.  
     Showing your child that you can take the time to go to con-
fession makes a deeper and longer-lasting impression than all 
the hours you might spend talking or reading about it with them. 
     Maybe even make it a family tradition to go on the first Sat-
urday of each month or another day that works for your family. 
If you cannot make it during the time of regularly scheduled 
confessions in your parish, try a different parish nearby or ask 
your pastor if you can schedule a regular family confession 
time. Add a little fun incentive and go out for ice cream or grab 
some pizza afterwards and make it a family date night. 
     5. Pray together. Aside from all the talking, reading, and 
practicing, the most essential step in preparing your child – and 
yourself – for the Sacrament of Reconciliation is prayer.  
     Through prayer, we join in an intimate conversation with 
God. We ask Him to open our hearts to Him, show Him our 
weaknesses, and ask for His infinitely merciful forgiveness. 
Pray with and for your child, asking God to prepare him or her 
for this great Sacrament. 
     Together, you can pray the Act of Contrition with your child 
and also the Prayer to Your Guardian Angel to help them make 
good choices and be ready to receive God’s mercy.   
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Congratulations to high school students from St. Bernard who were confirmed Nov. 19 by    
Bishop Robert Morlino at St. Christopher parish in Verona. Please keep these wonderful young 
people in your prayers. 

Why did the Word  
become Flesh? 

 
By Susan Swanke 
     Every year when Advent comes around I 
promise myself that I am going to be more 
intentional about taking time for silence and 
prayer to really soak in the beauty of expecta-
tion for Jesus.   
     Yet, we tend to pack this very short (and 
even shorter this year!) liturgical season with so 
many activities and preparations that it is easy 
to miss the graces of Advent.      
     Paragraphs 456-460 of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church lay out four answers to the 
question, “Why did the Word become flesh?”   
     Perhaps stopping and noticing these four 
beautiful answers in our Christmas preparations 
and celebrations will help us to be more con-
scious of Jesus’ personal love for us this Ad-
vent and Christmas.  
     The Word became flesh for us: 

 in order to save us by reconciling us with 
God. In the midst of sin and suffering in our 
lives, Jesus desires to bring us hope. He is the 
“light that shines in the darkness” that the dark-
ness cannot overcome (cf. John 1:5). Winter 
days are filled with more darkness, but the 
Christmas lights we hang remind us that 
Christ’s light is brighter. Being reconciled with 
God is connected to being reconciled with our 
brothers and sisters. In addition to making a 
good confession, making a concrete act of for-
giveness or asking pardon from another person 
can really make our celebration of Christmas 
meaningful. 

 so that thus we might know God’s love. The 
eternal love of God was revealed in a very pro-
found way in Jesus. Hebrews reads, “In times 
past, God spoke in fragmentary and varied 
ways to our fathers through the prophets; in 
this, the final age, he has spoken to us through 
his Son.” (Heb 1) When we love someone, we 
look for ways to make them know our love. 
Oftentimes this happens in our tradition of 
sending Christmas greetings. We put into writ-
ing the sentiments of our hearts for those we 
love, just as the Father reveals the love of His 
Heart for us through his Son. 

 to be our model of holiness. God’s act of self-
gift in the Incarnation shows us the way to hap-
piness. “For it is in giving that we receive
(Prayer of St. Francis). Many of us experience 
joy in giving gifts or assistance to those in need 
at Christmas time. Making a sincere gift of 
ourselves helps us to grow in happiness and 
holiness. 

 to make us “partakers of the divine nature.” 
St. Augustine once said in a sermon, “God 
became man so that man might become God.  
The Lord of the angels became man today so 
that man could eat the bread of angels.” Jesus 
wants to be so united with us that he comes to 
dwell in us and help us experience the love of a 
Good Father. When we receive Jesus in Com-
munion this Christmas, let us ask him to help us 
open our hearts to all the gifts he wants to give 
us, most especially a relationship with Him! 

eye up to the bell tower. 
     Also at the corner, Maloney suggested 
removing the hedge to allow for a row of 
grasses and purple phlox, a ground cover 
that will allow you to see St. Raphael. 
     Along the west side of the church, Fr. 
Brian has proposed a parish project that 
would include removing the overhang 
from around the bell tower and the slat 
fence and landscaping the entire area.  
     “If you have ever been on the west side 
of the church … inside the wall is a wast-
ed space that could be used as garden ar-
ea, a prayer area or for wedding pictures 
because we are surrounded by asphalt,” he 
said. “I think there is an opportunity here 
for us to really dress that up.” 
     Fr. Brian said the overhang that sur-
rounds the bell tower serves no purpose. 
     “Very few people come in that way. 
When the church was built, you could 
park on University avenue and Parmenter 
street.       
     “It is an enclosed area right now, but 
with a good landscaping plan and opening 
it up to tie it into what is being proposed 
for the front of the church that whole cor-
ner will be enhanced not only for our 
property, but as part of an entry into the 
city … it can be a real nice welcoming 
area for the ‘Good Neighbor’ city.”  
     The parish would pay for the west side 
project with the proceeds from the sale of 
the land, said Fr. Brian. 
     He added that he hopes to consult with 
architects about the removal of the over-
hang and the landscaping after Christmas. 
     “I don’t want to wait forever,” he said. 

“I hope to work with Vandewalle, so we 
have some continuity between what the 
city is proposing in the front and what 
we want to undertake on the west side. 
Because if we have two different things 
going on ... in the long run it won’t look 
very good.” 
     The city is still in the planning stage 
of the road project, but hopes to have the 
final design completed next year and the 
bidding and construction done in 2019 
before the Good Neighbor Festival, said 
JoAnna Richard, the alderwoman repre-
senting St. Bernard.  
     “I’m happy with the concept and co-
operation of the city … addressing our 
concerns,” Fr. Brian said.  
     He added that the diocese has been 
involved from the beginning and is also 
very supportive of the city’s current 
plans. 
     “I think this was a great compromise 
… considering what the original pro-
posal from the city was,” Fr. Brian said. 
“JoAnna, the city administrator and the 
mayor worked to get everybody together 
on this, and I am very grateful for that.” 
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Calendar of upcoming events at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
December     January             February       
6 - Luke House    3 - Luke House    1 - SVdP Meeting 
6 - RCIA    4 - SVdP Meeting   3 - Winterfest 
7 - SVdP Meeting   7 - Epiphany    7 - Luke House 
8 - Immaculate Conception         9 - KC Officers’ Meeting   13 - KC Officers’ Meeting 
    of the Blessed Virgin   13 - Marriage Preparation   14 - Ash Wednesday 
9-10 - SVdP Cookie Sale   15 - CMC Meal Program   14, 21, 28 - Small Faith Group 
12 - KC Christmas Party   20 - Baptism Preparation   19 - CMC Meal Program 
13 - Advent Penance Service  22 - First Communion Meeting  20, 27 - Adult Confirmation 
16 - First Reconciliation   23 - KC Meeting    27 - KC Meeting  
18 - CMC Meal Program   25 - Parish Council Meeting    
24 - Christmas Eve         
25 - Christmas Day 


