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Zelinski looks forward to life as ‘faithful, loving’ priest 

Enan Zelinski and Fr. Brian take in the sights after Zelinski’s diaconate ordination in 
Rome last October. (Courtesy photo) 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     When Deacon Enan Zelinski thinks 
about the kind of priest he wants to be, 
two words come to his mind: faithful and 
loving. 
     “Faithful to what I have been called to 
… the life of a priest,” said the 26-year 
old. “And loving to people as I have been 
loved by God. And just wanting to share 
that so deeply and so profoundly with the 
people that I meet and the people that I 
have been called to serve.  
     “I think the only way to do it is to find 
ways to authentically love people. We 
have so many witnesses to unauthentic 
love and so many witnesses to things that 
lead us away from God that my faith is set 
in the fact that our life is made for so 
much more.  
     “To love someone is to genuinely share 
that with them. I don’t know what that 
will look like, that is half the adventure.  
     “I want to continually live a life of 
faith that is expressed in the ways that I 
love the people that I serve.” 
     Zelinski, who is the son of Mary and 
Todd Zelinski of Ixonia, Wis., will begin 
that life on June 26, when he is tentatively 
scheduled to be ordained at St. Maria 
Goretti Parish in Madison.  
     He was in the fourth year of theology 
studies at the Pontifical North American 
College in Rome when he and four other 
seminarians from the Diocese of Madison 
were asked to return home to avoid expo-
sure to the coronavirus. 
     “Everyday things were escalating in 
Italy,” he said. “It was nice to finally 
know … alright we are going home.” 
     Zelinski said the group travelled 
through airports in three cities that are 
considered “hot beds” for the virus – 
Rome, New York and Detroit.  
     When they got home, the five spent 14 
days in a remote cabin in southwest Wis-
consin.  

     “It became a small seminary away 
from the seminary,” said Zelinski. “We 
established what we would do every 
day, and most of that was study … be-
cause we were still in school.  
     “We had communal prayer times. A 
priest would come out and celebrate 
Mass with us on the cold deck, because 
he couldn’t come into the house. We 
saw many sacrifices being made for 
us.” 
     Before entering the seminary, Zel-
inski spent two years at the University 
of St. Thomas in St. Paul. Minn., study-
ing electrical engineering. He also stud-
ied at St. Andrews Seminary, Seton 
Hall University in South Orange, N.J., 
before going to Rome.       
     He said he didn’t realize how much 
he would miss his family until he went 

away to school. 
     “One of the greatest sacrifices is the 
absence of familial life, especially after 
all of my 12 schooling years being at 
home.” 
     As one of seven children, Zelinski 
attended kindergarten at St. Henry’s Par-
ish in Watertown and then was home-
schooled until graduation. 
     “We were always involved in church. 
We would decide as a family what we 
would give up for Lent. A lot of those 
communal things shaped who I am not 
just as a future priest, but as a man and as 
a man who is going to be a father.”  
     Zelinski credits his parents with hand-
ing down the faith to their children.  
     “They did it with such sincerity,” he 
said. “They saw that it was something  
                               Continued on page 3 
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Parish acquires  
St. Bernard icon 

 
Feast day on Aug. 20 

 
     In addition to the St. Bernard of Clair-
vaux statue that the parish acquired last 
year, Fr. Brian purchased this icon of St. 
Bernard from Drazen Dupor, a Middleton
-based iconographer. 
     “He has been very generous to the 
parish,” said Fr. Brian. “And it is a nice 
addition to the parish.”  
     When he bought the icon, Dupor told 
Fr. Brian that it was one of only two that 
he painted.  
     St. Bernard’s feast day is Thursday, 
Aug. 20. Please join us for Mass at 8:15 
a.m., in the church. 

     I hope that you enjoy this latest edition 
of the St. Bernard newsletter – The Bee.       
     Please feel free to share it with others 
who may have an interest in our activities 
and parish life. 
     Before I get to the future, I would like 
to say something about the present.     
     These have certainly been difficult 
times, not only for the parish but more 
significantly in our individual lives as 
well.   
     Know that my prayers are with you 
each day for strength in faith, personal 
and family health and economic and job 
security.   
     Through it all, I am so grateful for the 
continued support of the parish, not only 
financially but also for the spirit of coop-
eration in carrying on our parish minis-
tries.   
     There is more about this further on in 
the newsletter. I am particularly grateful 
for our parish staff, who have so diligent-
ly carried on while working both in the 
office and at home.   
     While it has certainly been a challenge 
connecting with people, I am extremely 
proud of how we have carried on as a 
faith community. My thanks to everyone! 
I am now an expert on ZOOM meetings! 
     Now on to the future. One of the 
things that I have thought about in my 
five years here (it is hard to believe that it 
has been five years!) is that we lack an 
adequate gathering space that is directly 
accessible to the church.   
     Yes, we have the hall, but it is not 
directly attached to the church proper.  
This has also been mentioned to me by a 
number of people in the parish. 
     We have started looking at the possi-
bility of building a gathering area on the 

A vision for the future: My prayers are with you each day 

east side of the church that would be 
attached to the church and also provide 
access to the existing hall.        
 

“While it has certainly been 
a challenge connecting with 
people, I am extremely 
proud of how we have     
carried on as a faith      
community.”  
 
     Part of this design work will also 
include refurbishing of the restrooms 
near the hall and an evaluation and up-
dating of the parish kitchen.   
     To accomplish this, we have entered 
into an agreement with Architectural 
Design Consultants Inc., (ADCI) to do 
the design work on this project and to 
develop cost projections for completing 

a project of this scale.   
     ADCI has worked extensively with 
other parishes in the Diocese of Madison, 
and they come highly recommended not 
only by other pastors but by the diocese 
itself. I have looked at their work and am 
very impressed.     
     Once they develop a concept of the 
vision that I have, we will be sharing it 
widely with the parish for input and feed-
back. 
     A legitimate question might be how 
can we undertake something like this now 
considering the present state of the econo-
my?   
     In response, I am happy to report that 
the parish has been given a gift of 
$1,000,000 (yes, $1 million) to get this 
project going.   
     This will certainly cover the original 
design work and will help substantially 
with construction costs should we decide 
to move forward.   
     While I would anticipate some fund-
raising, this generous anonymous gift is 
an incentive to begin the initial planning. 
     Our future looks bright, and the possi-
bility of this project lends a bit more light 
to that future.   
     I will keep you posted on each step 
along the way.   
     Before passing any judgement on this 
venture, I would ask that you wait until 
the design work is done and we can all 
see what this added space may look like. 
     As I begin year six, I can tell you from 
my heart that I consider this parish to be 
my home, and I look forward each day to 
praying with you, living with you and 
being true disciples of the Gospel with all 
of you. May God continue to bless you 
each day, Fr. Brian  
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DEACON continued from page 1      
good, and they wanted to give it to their 
children as best as they could.                                 
     “Both have admitted to me was that 
they think they could have done it better 
… but they still see the providence in how 
it has played out and how the handing on 
of the faith to all of their children has 
been successful in some way.”  
     Individually, Zelinski said his father 
was very generous with his time and tal-
ents. 
     “It’s kind of something that I have 
picked up through his example … seeing 
the benefits of being self-sacrificial in a 
real way. And I have seen the ways that 
he has had to bear the suffering of that, 
but also the way he has reaped the abun-
dant joy that comes on the other side of it. 
And that is very inspirational … as some-
one who is preparing to be a father.” 
     As a homeschooler, Zelinski said he 
spent the most time with his mother. 
     “It has struck me more and more … 
her ability as a mother to patiently be re-
ceptive of each child. I could see in a big 
family the easy way would be: ‘I will treat 
you and raise you all the same.’ 
     “But especially in these later years, I 
have just seen the way that she respects 
the individuality and sometimes can chal-
lenge us given that individuality.  
     “I found that to be very, very important 
as something to keep in mind in priest-
hood, especially in these later years, as I 
fulfill more and more ministerial roles or 
spend more time in a counseling setting or 
one-on-one settings with people.  
     “The easy thing is to focus on the way 
people are similar, but so much in minis-
try is about the subtle ways they are dif-
ferent. And learning to deal with them 
with a love that reflects the way that God 
sees them … which is radically unique.” 
     Another influence in Zelinski’s life is 
Fr. Brian, who was the pastor at St. Henry 
Parish from 2008 to 2011. 
     “He was my pastor at a crucial time in 
my life,” he said. “I remember the times 
of Confession especially as a good time of 
conversation about the faith and about its 
importance in life.                
     Zelinski said he appreciates the way 
Fr. Brian cares for people, but “also … 
just the way he lives his life, I see a radi-
cal trust. A profound faith that says I trust 
that life is in God’s hands.” 
     Last October, Fr. Brian went to Rome 
for Zelinski’s diaconate ordination. 
     “Throughout the years, he has support-
ed me in seminary,” he said. “I think the 
important thing that he always says when 
I call him or when he calls me is: keep 
praying! It is simple, but that is essential 
for the priesthood.” 
     Zelinski has also asked Fr. Brian to 
“vest” him during his Ordination Mass in 
June.  

     “It is the first time that you put on 
the vestments of a priest as a priest,” he 
said. “The significance is that you ask 
someone who has inspired you and 
whose priesthood you would want to 
emulate. It is a gesture of respect.” 
     Zelinski said his desire to become a 
priest was a gradual process. 
     “Most of my early life I didn’t think 
about priesthood as something for me to 
consider. I was pretty convinced I want-
ed to be a dad like my dad. I wanted a 
big family. I wanted to be married.  
     “I had experienced what a beautiful 
life that is and can be, and I wanted that 
for my own family.” 
     But faith was “always something that 
we did as a family and was a big part of 
our life, so I saw its importance.” 
     After Zelinski graduated from high 
school in 2012, he decided to go to St. 
Thomas.  
     “While I was there, I think it was 
decisive turning point in my own life, 
because faith and the practice of Cathol-
icism had to become my own.  
     “In many ways, I think it was 
through the grace of God more than my 
own willingness.  
     “A lot of times, my faith I would say 
was very weak, but He placed especially 
friends in my life who supported me and 
encouraged me throughout those couple 
of years there.” 
     During his second year, Zelinski 
went on a retreat. The retreat organizers 
contacted his parents asking for letters 
expressing their support and prayers for 
him.  
     His mother sent the request out to 
several family members and friends. 
     “I get these letters at the end (of the 
retreat), and it was an overwhelming 

experience of receiving love that I didn’t 
deserve or ask for,” he said.  
     “Family and friends that I had known 
my entire life … affirmed me in such a 
way that wasn’t about anything that I 
could do but just about who I was.  
     “And things I didn’t see in myself or 
things that I didn’t recognize as gifts that 
they were able to point to in a real way 
and say I just see God so manifest in your 
life in these things. And I am so grateful 
the way that He has already used you.”  
     Until that point, Zelinski said, he never 
had a thought of pursuing the priesthood, 
“but I was so overwhelmed by what I had 
read there on that retreat and even what I 
had encountered in that retreat.  
     “I cried, because I realized what I had 
been resisting in not wanting to (go) on 
retreats, but also the ways I had not recog-
nized God’s blessings – God’s love in 
how He has created me and shaped me.  
     “But it was a peaceful thing, it was a 
peaceful sense of: I had not recognized 
any of this and yet you have not failed to 
show it or give it to me in this life. 
     “In that moment, for the first time I 
think I genuinely raised the question on 
my heart. What do you want me to do? It 
was a really vulnerable moment I know, 
because the answer wasn’t something I 
had ever expected which was: ‘You are 
going to be a priest.’ 
     “It was an invitation, but it wasn’t. It 
was call. It was: ‘This is what I made you 
for. This is what I am calling you to do. 
This is what everything that you have 
seen expressed in these letters is aiming 
towards. They have been given to you to                                 
be used in priesthood.’  
     “So I ran away. I didn’t tell anyone …                                
because I was afraid. I had no idea what  
                                Continued on page 4 

Deacon Enan Zelinski has met Pope Francis twice during his time in Rome. 
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DEACON continued from page 3 
that would mean, except that I would 
have to give up everything that I had 
planned for my future.  
     “I had to give up the dream of a fami-
ly, the plans for a wife and children and a 
life according to my own plans. That at 
the time, was too scary, too daunting.    
So, I went to Confession and talked to a 
priest about those fears. 
     “Now all I can really remember … 
was is leaving and … having the sense of: 
If it is what Lord wants from you, you 
don’t have to be afraid.” 
     For the next few months, Zelinski con-
centrated on an internship that he had 
accepted in engineering. 
     “One day, I left the lab, work was fine, 
but I had a sense of not being fulfilled and 
I couldn’t really say why. I had many 
great friends, I loved school, engineering, 
what I was doing, but there was a real 
sense of emptiness that I couldn’t leave 
unaddressed.” 
     Zelinski asked himself, What am I 
supposed to do? 
     “And as I closed the door for the day, 
the same sense of peace that had come at 
retreat washed over me. A voice in my 
heart said: ‘You are going to be a priest.’  
     “At that time, I knew it was something 
that I had to pursue. These were two mo-
ments where I have been alone and raised 
this question. No one has pressured me 
into this, yet I felt this invitation in mo-
ments of peace.” 

     After he contacted the Diocese of 
Madison about entering the priesthood, 
he felt at peace with his decision. 
     “From then on … I began to pray 
more fervently about it and genuinely 
begin to discern,” he said. 
     When he entered the seminary, Zel-
inski said he focused on answering one 
question: “I see the sacrifice I am mak-
ing specifically in giving up my plans, 
(and I) recognize this as a genuine call 
from God. I have faith that is what he is 
asking of me. Can I accept it and every-
thing that comes with it?” 
     Zelinski said his years in the semi-
nary have been learning what a priest is 
and what a priest does and how priestly 
life is so much more than just the Mass. 
     “For me the greatest portion of semi-
nary has been prayer and growth in a 
personal relationship with Christ, some-
thing that I didn’t think ever possible 
and realizing how in drawing closer to 
Him, He has shown me more and more 
of the ways I am not qualified to be a 
priest, but the ways He has called me 
and intends to use me. 
     “That is a great mystery to me, but 
one that is always … intriguing to ex-
plore.  
     Zelinski said at seminary he was 
slowly encouraged that the life and re-
sponsibility of a priest is possible with 
Christ. 
     “I don’t need to be afraid of it. Once 
that moment comes, the burning desire 

for proclaiming someone who has 
changed your life, proclaiming the fact 
that: Yes, Jesus Christ literally changed 
my life. I had all these plans, and He said, 
no I am going to ask you to give that up 
and choose this other path. (I) see how 
that is more fulfilling than anything that I 
could have ever planned for myself.” 
     The last lesson that he has learned is 
that conversion is continual. 
     “(As I) look back, I have progressed 
through these years of seminary and prep-
aration for priesthood and see profound 
ways that grace has worked and conver-
sion has happened.  
     “Relative to what I am called to be, I 
have made baby steps. It is a paradox. 
There is a great encouragement in what 
has happened and then there is a great 
excitement for what has yet to happen.  
     “I hope to never lose that in priest-
hood. The sense of just because I am or-
dained does not mean that I am in any 
way more holy or more fit for heaven. 
     “That needs to be a continual part of 
my life as well. If I am trying to help peo-
ple on the way to conversion, but I am 
not pursuing that myself … there is no 
point.   
     “So, seminary has helped me see how 
the priesthood is something that I am 
fashioned for not by my own making but 
how events in my past -- even before I 
thought of priesthood -- were used even 
without my knowledge to shape a heart 
that was made for priesthood.”  

Snack Pack feeds school kids 
throughout Covid-19 closure 

     Volunteers with St. Bernard’s Snack 
Pack program continued to buy the food 
and fill the backpacks even while the 
Middleton Area School District schools 
were closed due to the Covid-9 outbreak. 
     “They have several sites where people 
have been picking up the food,” said 
Georgine Jacobs, the program coordina-
tor. “The weekend food program and the 
schools district have funding to continue 
their deliveries until (the end of the 
school year.)”  
     Parishioners Tom and Kelley Engle 
and their family have been packing 40-70 
bags weekly and taking them to the 
school district office for delivery since 
March 20. 
     The program will end for the summer 
on June 26.   
 
Right photo: Since the shutdown of Mid-
dleton schools, Tom and Kelley Engle 
and their children, Sarah, Elizabeth and 
Julian, have been packing about 60 Snack 
Packs each week for Middleton school 
children. 
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Our History 
Fr. Higgins builds a Christian community in Middleton 
     (This story was published 
in May of 1985 by a Domini-
can publication in Wiscon-
sin..) 
     Sometimes Catholics will 
live across the street from 
each other and not be ac-
quainted, even while attending 
the same church.  
     And the pastors or pastoral 
team of that church – which 
may number in the thousands 
– have no ready means of lis-
tening in on the needs of their 
people. 
     That was the problem faced 
three years ago by St. Ber-
nard’s parish in Middleton, 
Wisconsin.  
     A large, sprawling, middle 
and upper middle class parish 
counting talented men and 
women who are not lacking in 
generosity, St. Bernard’s had 
until recently no structure for 
helping people reach out to 
their neighbors in Christian 
helpfulness and love. 
     But that is all changing. A 
symbol of the change is a wall 
map criss-crossed with yellow 
yarn to mark off 18 neighbor-
hoods stretching west from 
Lake Mendota, with swarms 
of vari-colored pins dotting 
the rectangles.  
     The map for St. Bernard’s 
parish family is a device to 
promote person-to-person 
relationship, says Sr. Rita Lui. 
With the pastors, Fr. Joseph P. 
Higgins and Fr. David Baker, 
Rita has helped initiate a 
unique “Neighborhood Pro-
ject.” 
     The map itself was worked 
out by Joan Schmit, a parish 
secretary, with the help of her 
husband who is employed I 
map-making for the State of 
Wisconsin. Neighborhood 
boundaries were arbitrarily 
defined by thoroughfares, as 
well as accepting the existing 
subdivision.  
     The “mix” of each neigh-
borhood (singes, families 
where both parents are Catho-
lic, ecumenical marriages and 
single parents) was visualized 
by use of pins – red, white, 
yellow and blue.  

     Since the team had to start 
with their project on a small 
scale, the Shorecrest-Willow 
neighborhood in the NE sec-
tor seemed a good place to 
begin.  
     The two pastors and Sr. 
Rita contacted six couple 
from that area and arranged 
to spend two hours talking 

with them on a Sunday even-
ing.  
     The first of three questions 
was “What makes people feel 
good about their church?” 
     They found out what did-
n’t make people comfortable 
with their church.  
     To one of the couples, St. 
Bernard’s huge parish 

seemed a cold, impersonal 
community.  
     To another individual, it 
wasn’t obvious where a per-
son could go to offer their 
services. 
     The question, “How can 
we make things better?” 
launched a spirited give-and-
take between the pastoral trio 
and the half dozen couples.  
     As the meeting came to its 
conclusion, the couple agreed 
they would like to host neigh-
borhood meetings in their 
homes to get further input. 
     Recalls Sister Rita, “Those 
people couldn’t believe that 
we would take that amount of 
time just talking with them 
and listening to their ideas.” 
     In subsequent home gather-
ings, each hosted by two cou-
ples and attended by Sister 
Rita and one priest, the parish-
ioners agree on definite needs: 
for a neighborhood hotline to 
respond to personal and fami-
ly crises; for a neighborhood 
welcoming committee to ac-
quaint newcomers with the 
parish – its facilities, religious 
education, special events and 
services.  
     Home meetings were fol-
lowed by a potluck for every-
one, where the neighbors 
could organize to meet those 
needs and others.  

Fr. Higgins served under three bishops 
     Fr. Joseph P. Higgins, 
who was the pastor here at 
St. Bernard from 1981-2002, 
served under three bishops in 
the Diocese of Madison.  
     When he was assigned to 
St. Patrick Parish in down-
town Madison in the 1950s, 
Bishop William P. O’Connor 
was the bishop.  
     In 1960, O’Connor ap-
pointed Higgins as the assis-
tant to the chancellor.  
     He also served as vice 
chancellor, secretary to the 
bishop and chancellor.  
     Bishop Cletus F. O’Don-
nell came to the diocese in 
1967 and brought in a new 
age by helping to usher in the 

changes made by the Second 
Vatican 
Council. 
     “He 
brought ener-
gy and vitali-
ty,” Higgins 
told the Mad-
ison Serra 
Club in 
1997.  
     “I was his secretary for 
six years and learned more in 
the care on the way to Con-
firmations than I did in 
books!” 
     In 1973, Higgins re-
mained as chancellor but 
was also assigned as pastor 
of St. Mary Parish in Pine 

Bluff. Eight years later, he 
came to St. Bernard. 
     After O’Donnell’s death, 
Bishop William H. Bullock 
arrived in 1993.  
     Higgins said it was a time 
of “turmoil in (the) church and 
society, but it was part of the 
growth process we had to go 
through.”  
     There were fewer priests in 
the diocese, but “crises can 
bring opportunity,” Higgins 
said.  
     “We’ll develop a great 
sense of universality beyond 
parish boundaries. 
     “There’s a lot we can do 
together as parishes. We have 
to work with our neighbors.”  

Higgins 
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Parishioners respond to coronavirus outbreak 

     By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Coronavirus wreaked havoc on our lives and our routines for 
a few weeks in the spring. 
     But St. Bernard parishioners adjusted accordingly. 
     The maintenance staff made sure all surfaces were sanitized 
for visitors to the church.  
     The Knights of Columbus offered to help to any parishioners 
who needed it and made phone calls and visits to several home-
bound parishioners.  
     Fr. Brian and Deacon Enan Zelinski held a private Mass each 
morning remembering St. Bernard parishioners in the intentions, 
and the daily Mass goers were also there to pray the rosary. 
     Although the Masses were cancelled, the chapel was open 
for a few hours each day for prayer. 
     For Easter, Kevin Sullivan of the parish staff acquired the 
necessary equipment to LiveStream the Holy Week Masses. 
     His efforts were not in vain. Each Mass had more than 500 
views on Facebook, and the online comments were favorable. 
     Kevin Laufenberg, our pastoral associate, made several 
phone calls to homebound parishioners, who said their health 
was good, but they felt lonely during the shutdown. 
     “They feel so isolated, because they feel that can’t go out,” 
he said adding that he was looking forward to better weather, so 
they could at least get outside for some fresh air. 
     Even without collections each Sunday; Laurie Zimmerman, 
our financial specialist, still received envelopes by mail, by de-
livery and through the website. 
     “I do want to extend my heartfelt thanks to all those who are  
still contributing to the success of our parish,” she said. “I real-
ize for many this is a very difficult time, with income either 
diminished or non-existent, and so I find myself saying even 
more prayers for all our parishioners, including those who can 
not afford a giving at this time. There are other ways to give.                                                                     
     “Stewardship is much more than giving monetary support;  
it’s a giving of our all, in prayer, in concern, in sharing however 
and whatever we can. So to all the great stewards we have in our 

Practicing good social distancing, Luke House volunteers from St. 
Bernard Parish in Middleton wait to add their food donations to the 
collection on March 31. Instead of serving casserole and salad, volun-
teers were asked to donate bread, lunch meat, fruit and cheese for 
lunches that were packed and distributed by the Luke House staff.  

Tom Theis of our maintenance staff scrubbed down every door knob 
and handle on a daily basis for several weeks during the coronavirus 
outbreak.  
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Left photo: Kevin Sullivan of the par-
ish staff prepares for his first 
LiveStream Mass on Palm Sunday. 
 
Photo below: Fr. Brian holds a parish 
staff meeting on Zoom. Deacon Enan 
Zelinski listens in behind him. 
 
Bottom photo: Tim and Sue Bergs, St. 
Bernard volunteers with the Catholic 
Multicultural Center meal program 
made their meatloaf in disposable pans 
in March and April. Volunteers were 
not allowed to stay and serve guests at 
the center. 

parish, my gratitude.”  
     Our Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) made a monetary 
donation to the SVdP food pantry and pharmacy.  
     When the pantry started curb-side pick-up parishioners Carol 
and Rod Nilles filled boxes and loaded cars.  
     Our SVdP conference also held a collection for St. Vinny’s 
thrift stores, which filled the SVdP truck and the parish garage 
with items. 
     When Luke House asked for food for sandwiches, group 
members said they were not allowed to buy more than one pack-
age of lunch meat at local grocery stores. But they brought what 
they could for delivery to Luke House, where the staff packed 
and distributed bag lunches during the week.  
     St. Bernard volunteers with the Catholic Multicultural Center 
(CMC) were also asked not to serve their monthly meal of meat-
loaf, but they did provide the food for the meal in disposable 
containers to be served by the CMC staff.   
     Volunteers with St. Bernard’s Snack Pack program contin-
ued to buy the food and fill the backpacks for about 60 students 
while the Middleton Area School District schools were closed. 
     Members of the Living Rosary held their May celebration as 
planned with the help of a little technology.  
     The rosary and benediction were led by Fr. Brian via live-
stream. 
     "It was wonderful to still experience and honor the Blessed 
Virgin Mary,” said Sue Ziegler, the event coordinator. “A big 
thank you to Father Brian. So glad we could still be together 
virtually, but hopefully we will be able to celebrate together on 
the first Friday of October." 
     Finally, members of the Prayer Shawl and Rosary Makers 
ministries were kept busy with their work at home. Both items 
were made available in the chapel area of the church. 
     Several St. Bernard ministries stayed in touch via Zoom, 
including the parish staff and parish council, the Knights of Co-
lumbus, the Young Adult Group, SVdP conference, Living Ro-
sary and some of the Evangelical Catholic groups.  
     “I think the parish has responded very well,” said Fr. Brian. 
“Our ministries have kept going. I’m also happy with the way 
people have adapted to the livestreaming and haven’t abandoned 
the Mass. So, though it is different, we are still praying together 
as a community. I look forward to the day when we can all get 
back together again as people of God celebrating and giving 
praise.” 
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Creation Care team celebrates Earth Day at Fireman’s Park  
 
     The plan was for the Care for Creation team to invite parishioners to join them the 
weekend after Earth Day to pick up trash at Fireman’s Park in Middleton. 
     Unfortunately, the coronavirus intervened.  
     But since the event was being held outdoors and since the weather was beautiful in 
late April, four team members, JoAnna Richard and her husband, Paul Nelson, Ben 
Roden and Georgine Jacobs met at the park to do some cleaning while also practicing 
good social distancing. Georgine’s biggest find was the bottom of an old shoe! 

By Laurie Zimmerman 
Parish Financial Specialist 
     As I sit here at my desk processing 
your donations, I am filled with much 
gratitude.  
     Not just for those who can manage 
during these difficult times to keep con-
tributing, but for those who are also offer-
ing prayer, sacrifice and well wishes.  
     What wonderful stewards we have in 
our parish community! You inspire me 
daily!    
     And that led me to some thoughts 
about stewardship, which I will would 
like to share with you. 
     We often think of stewardship only in 
terms of time, talent and treasure, things 
that maybe we can control or sometimes 
see as gift. 
     Time … that we can control. We can 
decide how to spend our time, at least our 
“spare” time.  
     We know our days are numbered, but 
we often think of time as our own – that it 
is ours to give or ours to hoard.  
     There may be times when we feel out 
of control, that the days are just flying by, 
that we never seem to have enough time 
to do all the things we want to do or need 
to do.   
     But do we look at time as a gift from 
God, bestowed on us for us to cherish or 
for us to share? How often does God ask 

Stewardship: Coming to God with an open heart 
us to share a few moments with Him in 
prayer? To give a few seconds to make 
someone’s day with a kind word? To 
donate an hour of service to a group in 
need? The challenge lies in this: Can we 
afford to give of our time? 
     As for talent – well, that we 
acknowledge more as a gift. Not every-
one has the same strengths or abilities.  
     Surely God had something to do with 
distributing our talents. Maybe we have 
a flair for writing? Or an aptitude for 
numbers? Maybe we’re great at singing, 
or engaging people in conversation.  
     Whatever our talents are, these are 
certainly blessings from above, no one 
would argue with that. The challenge 
for us comes in how to best nurture 
those gifts and then, more importantly 
how to share them. 
     And finally treasure – the one bless-
ing that we almost always see as ours.   
     After all, didn’t we work hard for our 
money? Didn’t we earn every penny?  
     Unless we have rich uncles who gra-
ciously included us in their wills, often 
we do not see our funds as gifts.  
     Yet, didn’t God have something to 
do with how we obtained those earn-
ings? Didn’t He bless us with the abili-
ties and opportunities to get the jobs we 
have or have had? So how do we share 
those blessings? Do we tithe as the Bi-

ble instructs us? Or do we share from our 
excess, from our leftovers after buying 
the things we want? 
     So what exactly is stewardship? 
     After attending a conference on stew-
ardship last fall, I came to realize: Stew-
ardship is nothing more than coming to 
God with an open heart, receiving what-
ever blessings He wants to give, embrac-
ing those gifts (even those we aren’t sure 
we want), nurturing them, and then pass-
ing them on and sharing them with others 
in gratitude. 
     So how open is my heart? Do I close 
myself off to certain gifts because I don’t 
see them as gifts? Such as this virus? Is it 
really a gift?  
     Perhaps it is if I realize that here is an 
opportunity to spend more quiet time 
with the Lord. 
     Do I shun the blessing because of the 
messenger sent to give it to me? Do I 
take the time each day to come to God, to 
open my heart a little more, a teensy 
crack maybe, to hear what it is that God 
wants to say? And hearing the WORD, 
do I embrace it? What am I doing right 
now to nurture the gifts God has given 
me?   
     These are the thoughts running 
through my head. Perhaps they will flow 
down and take root in my heart… and 
yours. 
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Our People 
Richard watches Mass online at churches around the world 

     Helen Drobniak has been a St. 
Bernard parishioner since she moved 
here five years ago from Harrisburg, Pa. 
     She is a member of the St. Vincent 
de Paul conference, the Human Needs 
Commission, the Living Rosary and the 
Prayer Chain Network. 
     She said she is grateful for Fr. 
Brian’s leadership and new friends from 
the parish! 

Eight members of Knights of Columbus Council 
#4549 drove to Marshall, Wis., on May 14 to sing 
happy 77th birthday to fellow KC member, Jim Faren 
(right photo). Faren was the financial secretary for the 
council and instrumental in many of the council’s 
activities. “Jim had the biggest smile on his face when 
we drove up,” said Tim Bergs, the council’s current 
financial secretary. Above photo: Joe and Holley 
Gugel hold a “Happy Birthday, Jim!” sign. 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     During the recent coronavirus pan-
demic, JoAnna Richard observed Wis-
consin’s stay-at-home order, but that did-
n’t stop her from attending daily Mass in 
at least 15 different churches and cathe-
drals around the world.  
     “I find it to be a little sliver of normal-
cy to be able to have that every day,” she 
said. 
     Richard, who retired from state ser-
vice at the end of March, was blessed 
with excellent timing. 
     “My goal if we hadn’t had the pan-
demic was to start attending daily Mass, 
so this was my substitute for that effort,” 
she said.  
     To start her day, Richard uses the 
Catholic Daily Reading application on 
her cell phone. 
     She then noticed that the app also pro-
vides a list of online Masses.  
     “It was fascinating,” she said. “All the 
different churches that are available, so I 
started checking them out.” 
     She has watched Masses from the 
Basilica Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 
in Newfoundland, St. John Cantius Cath-
olic Church in Chicago, the Sacred Heart 
Cathedral in Knoxville, Tenn., the Catho- 

lic Church of the Resurrection in Lan-
sing, Mich., Our Lady of Poland Catho-
lic Church in Southampton, N.Y., the 
Carmelite Fathers Chapel in Munster, 
Ind., and the English Holy Mass from 
Lourdes, France. 
     “My favorite is from Lourdes … 
right from the grotto,” she said. “You 
really feel like that is a special place.” 
     Richard said all of the services are 
similar, but they do have their own local 
flavor. 
     For example, there is some Slavic 
language influence at the Yonkers 
church and with the Carmelites in Indi-
ana, she said.  
     For that reason, some of the services 
have been a little hard to understand.  
     “The English hasn’t always been the 
best,” she said. “The priest is usually 
pretty good, but sometimes the assistant 

or lectionary is a little harder to under-
stand.  
     “But the app has definitely been a nice 
find. A real gift.” 
     Richard, who has been a parishioner 
for about 30 years, said visiting these 
churches on-line has taught her that the 
Catholic Church is “broad” in its reach. 
     “I was surprised by what is available,” 
she said. “There are so many Masses 
available throughout the day. There are 
evening Masses too.” 
     Even if you don’t have the phone app, 
parishioners can access these Masses 
through a quick internet search through-
out the year.  
     On the first weekend that Masses were 
not available here at St. Bernard, Richard 
said the hardest part was not receiving 
Communion.  
     “The prayer is helpful,” she said. “It 
does at least give you some hopefulness, 
but missing Communion is hard.  
     “I feel I have been a little spoiled. 
Twice now I have lectored and I have 
been able to receive Communion, and I 
can’t tell you how good that feels.” 
     And although Richard spends her 
week days away from home, she always 
returns to St. Bernard Mass on Sunday. 
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Convalidation: I do, take two for Dalsin family 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Last year, Jeff and Traci Dalsin celebrated their 10th wed-
ding anniversary by getting married in the Church. 
     “It was perfect,” said Traci. “We were able to involve our 
children. They were very excited.” 
     This ceremony called “Convalidation” means that the 
Church is granting sacramental recognition to a marriage en-
tered into outside of the church and considered invalid accord-
ing to canon law. 
     Fr. Brian Wilk, the pastor here at St. Bernard, said this 
would include any civil ceremony or marriage ceremony that in 
some way lacked the proper form for a Catholic wedding. 
     When Jeff and Traci were married in 2009, it was a non-
denominational ceremony held at an outdoor venue in Lake 
Geneva.  
     “It was what we thought fit us in our lives at the time,” said 
Traci. “We were both raised Catholic. Both of our families were 
very involved in their churches. We both had just a great Catho-
lic upbringing and role models, but I think for both us … when 
we met neither one of us was really practicing.  
     “Through careers and traveling and school, both of us lost 
touch with the Catholic Church.” 
     It was when they found out that they were expecting their 
first child that they began to think about getting back into the 
Church. 
     “We rediscovered our faith throughout having children,” 
Traci said. “And it was something quite frankly, for a few years 
we had been saying: ‘I wish we had had the Catholic ceremo-
ny.’” 
     At the baptism of their first child, Msgr. Douglas Dushack, 
our former pastor, discussed the option of convalidation with 
the couple.  
     “He was great about the whole thing,” Traci said. “He said 
let’s focus on getting this child baptized and then after that we 
will bless your marriage.” 
     In the meantime, they called another diocese to research the 
process for getting a convalidation and felt overwhelmed by the 
requirements.  
     “We were told that we had to start over with all the classes 
… (and) they put this whole process in front of us,” said Traci. 
“We were trying to figure out how to carve out time to do all of 
that.” 
     A few years later, they contacted Fr. Brian, who explained 
that they had to approach their convalidation as a whole new 
wedding ceremony. 
     “All couples have to go through the paperwork to see that 

they are free to get married in the church,” said Fr. Brian. “For 
us, it is as if they are getting married for the first time.” 
     The ceremony includes a repeating of vows, an exchange of 
rings and witnesses.  
     If an annulment is needed, Fr. Brian said the couple may also 
have to go through the full annulment process before they can 
be considered for convalidation.  
     Traci said she would encourage others to consider convalida-
tion for their marriage.  
     “It gives you an opportunity to reaffirm your vows with your 
spouse. What I think for me started out as formality … actually 
became something much more special and meaningful than I 
anticipated it to be.”  
     The Dalsins, who have been parishioners here for eight 
years, were also given the option to have a small or large cere-
mony.  
     “We had the ability to do it … the way we wanted it,” Traci 
said. “It was a very special day, and it reaffirmed everything at 
the same time.”  
     As she reflected on the ceremony, Traci said they were sorry 
that they waited so long.  
     “We weren’t embarrassed about it, but it was something that 
we were trying to keep quiet, because we were very involved in 
the church and some Catholic organizations, and we always felt 
a little strange about it.  
     “It wasn’t something that we wanted to publicize, (but) we 
wanted to get it rectified.” 
     Traci also wanted to stress what she learned from the pro-
cess: The Church is not here to judge you!  
     “I think that is a really important message,” she said. “I have 
had conversations with friends who are Catholic. Friends who 
have not completed different (sacraments), and there seems to 
be quite a few people with trepidation. 
     “What I told one of my friends and what I came to realize is 
that they are not judging you for what you did or didn’t do, they 
are just happy to see you now and they are going to welcome 
you back in, and we need to stop putting that pressure on our-
selves.” 
     “When you put it into that perspective for people, then they 
feel this weight off their shoulders and they are willing to come 
in and do whatever it is they are needing to do at the time.”   
     Fr. Brian reinforced Traci’s comments. “I do (convalidation) 
as a welcoming thing, because we want to welcome them into 
the sacramental life of the church.  
     “We are not here to judge them, but to offer the grace of the 
sacraments.” 

 
 

Three Breunig generations marry at St. Bernard 
 
     Clarence and Bernice Breunig were caretakers here at St. Bernard 
Parish for more than 40 years. They worked here, and they raised their 
family of 10 children here. 
     And three generations of their family have been married here. 
     Their daughter, Phyllis, and her husband, Roger Brumm, were the 
first couple married by Msgr. Ferdinand Mack in the new St. Bernard 
church in 1958. 
     Phyllis’ daughter, Jill, was married to Tom Moutvic by Msgr. Joseph 
P. Higgins on July 12, 1986 at St. Bernard. They are pictured left in the 
photo with their daughter, Kelsey, who was married to Dominic Peeters 
by Fr. Brian Wilk on June 23, 2018. 
     “Growing up my family attended many holiday Masses together at 
St. Bernard’s. They still gather in the school hall for holidays every 
year,” said Kelsey. “Dominic and I look forward to carrying on the 
family tradition.” (Photo courtesy of Beau Petersen Photography) 
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Registration for religious education classes begins in July 
     All students kindergarten through 12th 
grade should be enrolled in parish cate-
chetical programs. 
     Most of our Religious Education (RE) 
classes meet in the RE building on Sun-
days during the traditional school year. 
     We ask that all students be signed up 
before attending a class. 
     Elementary grades will meet from 
9:15-10:15 a.m., on Sunday’s between 
the two Masses. 
     Middle school grades 6-8 and all high 
school students will meet on Sunday eve-
nings. 

     Specific classes times will be availa-
ble at a later date and may be subject to 
change. 
     Students eligible to begin Sacrament 
preparation will receive instructions and 
specific meeting dates with their regis-
tration materials.  
     Registration forms for 2021-22 will 
be available in the parish office during 
normal business hours: 8:30 a.m. to 
noon and 1-4:30 p.m. and on our web-
site at stbmidd.org/youth-education in 
late July. 
     Catechists are also needed for these 

Our Children 
VBS: Climb aboard for mountains of fun at Rocky Railway! 
     On this faith-filled adventure, kids 
discover that trusting Jesus pulls them 
through life’s ups and downs.  
     Each day at Rocky Railway VBS, kids 
track through field-tested rotations that 
reinforce relevant Bible points and im-
merse kids in new adventures.  

Serving the parish 
 
St. Bernard altar servers, Joe and Jack McNerney, August 
and Oliver Braaten and Brett Krenke, spent a late April 
morning cleaning the pews in the church. Fr. Brian said he 
appreciated all their hard work for the parish. 

     Vacation Bible School is for children 
entering grades pre-kindergarten 
through fifth and will be held from 9 
a.m., to noon in on Aug. 4-7. 
     The cost is $20 for the first child and 
$15 for each additional child. 
     Registration forms, which are due by 

July 10, will be available on our website 
at stbmidd.org/youth-education. 
     Teens and adults are also needed to 
help make this week a success! 
     For more information or to volunteer, 
contact Jenna Ripp at 829-5878 or email 
her at jenna@stbmidd.org.  

classes.  
     All adults who volunteer with youth 
are required to pass a background check 
and complete the “Safe Environment” 
training through the Virtus program.  
     Questions about registration or the 
religious education program can be di-
rected to Jenna Ripp for elementary clas-
ses at 829-5878 or jenna@stbmidd.org or 
Kevin Sullivan for middle or high school 
classes at kevinw@stbmidd.org or 829-
5879. 
     To volunteer, contact Ripp about Vir-
tus training.   

LBH makes changes for summer 
 
     Love Begins Here (LBH) is the diocesan, local mission trip 
program that has been an integral part of the faith formation expe-
rience of many of our parish teens over the last eight years.  
     Given the current state of the global health crisis and in balanc-
ing what is possible and practical with keeping everyone safe, 
LBH is planning to run this summer in a modified format.  
     The plan as of mid-May (which may be adapted or modified 
depending on current CDC recommendations and/or local guide-
lines) is to host LBH at each parish involved as a day-camp for the 
week we had originally planned to attend.  
     Instead of St. Bernard’s 13 parish teens and adult lead mission-
aries joining the 100 from around the diocese in Janesville for a 
week of service, we will instead operate at St. Bernard with our 
small group as a day camp the last week of June. 
     If you have questions or want to support the program financial-
ly, please connect with Kevin Sullivan at 829-5879. 
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Calendar of upcoming events at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
 

June     July     August               
3 - Luke House Meal Program  1 - Luke House Meal Program  5 - Luke House Meal Program 
4 - SVdP Meeting   2 - SVdP Meeting   6 - SVdP Meeting 
9 - KC Officer Meeting   4 - Independence Day   11 - KC Officer Meeting 
10 - Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting 8 - Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting 12 - Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting 
15 - Catholic Multicultural Center Meal 14 - KC Officer Meeting  17 - Catholic Multicultural Ctr Meal 
16 - Human Needs Meeting  20 - Catholic Multicultural Center Meal 18 - Human Needs Meeting 
21 - Father’s Day   21 - Human Needs Meeting  20 - Feast of St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

23 - KC Rosary and Meeting  23 - Parish Council Meeting  25 - KC Rosary and Meeting 
      28 - KC Rosary and Meeting    


