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Covid survivors: Prayer, plasma will beat this disease 

John Doll and Jan Clauss were interviewed for a news story by Kathryn Larson of Spectrum 
News 1 about their battle with coronavirus. (Photo by Ellen G. Krenke) 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Two long-time St. Bernard parishioners 
have survived the coronavirus with new-
found respect for the power of prayer and 
plasma. 
     John Doll was admitted to UW Health 
University Hospital on March 24, and Jan 
Clauss went to SSM Health St. Mary’s 
Hospital on March 28. 
     Doll said he was checking his tempera-
ture every day, because “(I) didn’t want to 
get this crazy disease.”  
     On Monday, March 23, his temperature 
was normal. He went to the grocery store, 
and on his way home he said he “started to 
feel like crap.” 
     On Tuesday, when Doll checked his 
temperature, it was 102.3. 
     He told his sister, Connie Bickler, to 
call the ambulance.  
     “I didn’t have a clue what it was, but I 
figured this isn’t good,” he said. 
     When Doll got to the emergency room, 
the doctors started checking on his heart 
condition.  
     Doll said he has had several issues with 
his heart along with diabetes and high 
blood pressure. 
     “I’m not the healthiest guy in the 
world,” he said. “But I still play golf every 
week. I go fishing. I’m active, but slowing 
down a little bit.”  
     Finally, they decided to give Doll his 
own hospital room for a thorough check-
up.  
     “By 7 o’clock that night, the doctor 
rapped on my window, and via speaker he 
said, you have tested positive for the virus. 
     “I have never ever been afraid to die. I 
figured, well, this is a death sentence for 
sure. I figured I was just a goner.” 
     Meanwhile, Connie was busy on Face-
book generating all the prayers she could 
among family and friends.   
     “Just to sit and read the responses was 

unbelievable,” Doll said. “The (St. Ber-
nard) choir has the best prayers in the 
world. They have saved a lot of lives in 
the choir. I know that. Every Thursday, 
we pray for anyone who needs prayers.”  
     Doll, who is the oldest of 12 chil-
dren, is also the patriarch of a family of 
about 200, and “they all prayed for me. 
I know they did.” 
     Connie kept everyone up to date on 
his status.  
     “I was sure I was dying,” Doll said. 
“I felt horrible.”  
     On the third night, the nurse asked if 
Doll wanted her to pray with him. “I 
shook my head, because I couldn’t talk, 
and she took out a card and she started 
reading a prayer to the Virgin Mary. 
     “By the time she was done reading, I 

was staring eye to eye with the Virgin 
Mary and she said, ‘John, don’t worry. 
You’re going to be just fine.’ And I knew 
I was, right then.” 
     The next morning, Doll said he decid-
ed that he had enough of the ventilator. 
     “So I unhooked myself from the venti-
lator and pulled out the breathing tubes,” 
he said. “Of course that set off the 
alarms. The nurse came in and said, 
‘What the heck are you doing?’  
     “I said, ‘I can’t take these things any-
more.’ She said, ‘They are saving your 
life,’ and I said, ‘No, they are not. They 
are making me worse.’” 
     The doctor said they would try the full 
face oxygen mask, and “it made the 
whole difference in the world,” Doll said. 
                  Continued on page 9  
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Living Rosary readies for October celebration 
 
     Whether it is in-person or via Zoom, members of the Living Rosary will gather on 
Oct. 2 to pray the rosary and adore Christ in Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  
     At 1:30 p.m., the group will pray the Joyful and Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary 
followed by a benediction with Fr. Brian in the church. The rosary will also be availa-
ble via livestream on the parish Facebook page and website at stbmidd.org/live. 
     Since the Covid-19 outbreak, available group members also have prayed a Rosary 
every Tuesday at 1:30 p.m., via Zoom.  
     Parishioners Mary and Conrad Wrzesinski have “done a great job in advancing this 
ministry through Zoom,” said Sue Ziegler, the group leader. “Mary has a slide show set 
up that we can meditate on the mysteries as we pray the Rosary and also has words for 
prayers that members are not familiar with.”  
     In May of 1929, 15 female parishioners began the Living Rosary at St. Bernard par-
ish. Members prayed a decade from one of the mysteries of the rosary each day 
so together a complete rosary of all the decades was prayed daily. 
     More than 90 years later, the membership has changed and grown to include both 
men and women, who daily recite an assigned decade. They almost complete five 20-
decade rosaries each day! 
     To become a member of the Living Rosary, you must commit to praying your dec-
ade every day and contact Diane Zander at 608-831-5167 or euzan@chorus.net. 

‘Go Make Disciples’ is for all of us 
     We are pleased to provide you with a 
copy of the latest edition of the St. Ber-
nard newsletter – “The Bee.”   
     I hope that you read it and enjoy it.  
Please pass it along to others who may 
have an interest.   
     Sharing what is happening at St. Ber-
nard’s with others in the community is a 
great way to tell our story and share the 
faith! 
     In this issue, you will find infor-
mation about our new youth minister, 
Our Lady’s Good Helpers Preschool Co-
op, our involvement with Evangelical 
Catholic, confirmation and other sacra-
ments as well as a very interesting piece 
about parishioners who have struggled 
with Covid-19.  
     My thanks toEllen Krenke, our Com-
munications coordinator, for pulling all 
of this together.   
     You have probably heard me men-
tion or have read in the Madison Catho-
lic Herald, about the diocesan evangeli-
zation initiative recently launched by 
Bishop Hying called “Go Make Disci-
ples.”   
     The purpose of this is for all of us to 
renew our commitment to the mission of 
evangelization in our lives.   
     The last words that were spoken by 
Jesus before His Ascension were to go 
make disciples of all nations.  
     And that is what the Church has been 
doing since that holy day.   
     Bishop Hying has launched this initi-
ative as we approach the 75th anniver-
sary of the Diocese of Madison.    
     He sees it as a call for all of us to 
answer in a new and deeper way our 
mission of evangelization proclaiming 
by our words and our very lives the real-

ity of Jesus Christ in the world.   
     It is an exciting thing for our diocese 
and parish.   
     Kevin Sullivan of our staff will coor-
dinate this initiative parish-wide. 
     There are some things that we can all 
do now.   
     First, each week the Catholic Herald 
has very fine information on both evange-
lization and catechesis under the heading 
of “Go Make Disciples.”   
 

“The purpose … is for all of us to 
renew our commitment to the 
mission of evangelization ….” 
 
 
     If you are not receiving the Catholic 
Herald and would like to, contact the par-
ish office and we can facilitate this for 
you.   
     St. Bernard’s picks up the cost of these 
subscriptions for parish members. I would 
encourage everyone to subscribe. 
     Second, Bishop Hying has a video 
series on FORMED called ECHO. It is 
based on the U.S. Catechism for Adults.   
     The parish maintains a subscription to 
FORMED for all to use. It can be ac-
cessed on the St. Bernard Parish website. 
     These are just some initial suggestions 
for all of us as we begin this ongoing 
evangelization initiative.   
     Stay tuned as the diocese and parish 
move forward with this. 
     Thank you for taking the time to read 
and browse through this latest edition of 
“The Bee.”   
     Thank you for your continued support 
of our parish community, particularly in 
these past few very difficult months.       
     Blessings! Fr. Brian 

 
Tips to cope with stress  

during COVID-19 
1. Pause. Breathe. 
2. Take breaks from the news 
3. Make time to sleep and exercise 
4. Reach out and stay connected 
5. Seek help if overwhelmed or 
unsafe 
 
You’re not wrong to feel the way 
you do, you’re not weak, and 
you’re not alone. Help is available 
for anyone who wants it. 
 
A message from nursing students  
at Edgewood College.  

Bee kind 
to your 
mind 
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Parish’s Evangelical Catholic program begins third year 

Diocese celebrates 75th anniversary with new evangelization program 
     The Diocese of Madison, under the 
leadership of Bishop Donald J. Hying, is 
launching a bold new initiative called 
"Go Make Disciples" in order to renew 
our commitment to the mission of evan-
gelization. 
     The last words Jesus spoke to his 
apostles before leaving this earth to as-
cend into heaven were to go out into the 
whole world and make disciples of all 
nations (Matthew 28:19). 
     And since Pentecost Sunday in the 
year A.D. 30 or 33, that's what the apos-
tles and their successors have been doing 
throughout the ages.  
     As modern-day followers of Jesus 
Christ, the same mission is entrusted to 
us. 
     As we approach the 75th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Diocese of 
Madison, which we will celebrate in 
2021, Bishop Hying is calling all of us in 
this beautiful diocese to answer that call 

in a new and deeper way by re-
committing ourselves to the life-giving 
mission of evangelization, that is, to 
proclaim -- by our words and by the tes-
timony of our lives -- the reality and the 
love of Jesus Christ and the gift of salva-
tion offered to us through faith in Him. 
     Hying said the plan is to roll out a 
new wave of evangelistic zeal in four 
phases.  
     Phase One is officially underway as 
of May 31 (Pentecost), with a focus on 
the deeper formation of our priests and 
lay leadership at every parish. 
     Phase Two begins this coming Ad-
vent with a focus on the deeper for-
mation of all active Catholics. 
     Next Pentecost, 2021, initiates Phase 
Three, in which each parish will work on 
drawing up their own individualized 
plans for reaching out to the broader 
community in their own area. 
     The implementation of those evange-

lization plans will launch us into Phase 
Four, which will last from Advent 2021 
until the whole world is Catholic or until 
our Lord Jesus returns to earth, whichever 
comes first! 
     The Madison Catholic Herald will 
participate in this renewed emphasis on 
evangelization by the introduction of two 
new regular features.  
     In every issue from now on you will 
find a whole page dedicated to evangeli-
zation and another page dedicated to cat-
echesis. 
     On the evangelization page, you will 
find conversion stories and testimonies 
from people whose lives have been trans-
formed by the Gospel. 
     It will also include success stories of 
local evangelization efforts from parishes 
around the Diocese of Madison, inspiring 
stories of the saints, reviews of books and 
other resources about evangelization and 
much more! 

By Kevin Sullivan 
     The last instructions that Jesus left the 
apostles before He Ascended into Heaven 
can be found at the end of the Gospel of 
Matthew: “Go, therefore, and make disci-
ples of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19).  
     This command has become known as 
the Great Commission of the Church and 
is the ideal for which we strive to have all 
of our parish actions and activities be 
directed towards.  
     This commission has an organizational 
and personal element to it.  
     Christ wants Fr. Brian, the entire par-
ish staff, AND every baptized person to 
commit to “making disciples of all na-
tions.”  
     Whenever you hear about evangeliza-
tion, this is what the Church is talking 
about.  

     For the past eight years, I have had 
the privilege and honor to walk along-
side the teens of our parish and try to 
offer them experiences of encounter 
with the Risen Lord, so that they can 
see how God is inviting them to say 
“yes” to a relationship with Him.  
     It is bittersweet for me to step away 
from this as my primary role on behalf 
of the parish and to move into this new 
role focused on evangelization and out-
reach.  
     The two main components of my 
role will be to serve as the point person 
for our Evangelical Catholic partnership 
and to be the primary catalyst for the 
current diocesan initiative for parishes 
to focus on discipleship and evangeliza-
tion. (See story below.) These efforts go 
hand-in-hand, so my work will be im-

mersed in all of this at the same time.  
     We have just begun our third year of 
partnership with Evangelical Catholic in 
which they coach and support me in rais-
ing formed, trained and equipped leaders.  
     Many of these leaders conducted Bible 
studies this past Lent. Some were even 
able to adapt and continue in an online 
format once everything was locked down 
in mid-March.  
     The hope and dream of our efforts is 
to equip faithful Catholics to live the 
Great Commission on their own. This 
might include Bible studies, faith sharing 
groups, prayer groups, participation in 
retreats and learning and growing in faith 
—all happening outside of parish-run 
offerings. 
     All of what we will be doing through  
                              Continued on page 11 
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Our History 
Parish hosts youth center: ‘They need positive choices’ 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     On Jan. 6, 1997, the Middleton Youth 
Center moved into the Religious Educa-
tion Center (REC) here at St. Bernard. 
     “They need positive choices,” accord-
ing to a story in the “Good News” news-
letter published by St. Bernard in 1997. 
     In March of 1995, a task force was 
formed at St. Luke Lutheran Church to 
look at the possibility of an after-school 
program for youth in grades six through 
eight.  
     They were guided by research that 
suggested that the after-school hours of 
3:30-6 p.m., can be a critical time for 
youth, because many of them go home to 
empty houses or hang out on the street. 
     The task force recommended to the St. 
Luke council that an after-school program 
be offered.  
     It was approved, and they agreed to 
house the center in their facilities. 
     In September of 1995, the Middleton 
Youth Center Advisory Board met for the 
first time to get the program up and run-
ning.  
     In February 1996, after many early 
morning meetings, discussion and input 
from the youth of the Middleton-Cross 
Plains Area School District, the Middle-
ton Youth Center opened its doors at St. 
Luke. 
     Within a few months, the center was 
already outgrowing its space and the 
search was on for a new location. 
     According to the St. Bernard parish 
council minutes on Sept. 26, 1996, Joy 
Bauman of the parish staff and Shannon 
Tracy, a representative of  the youth cen-
ter, said the program had grown to almost 
50 students. 
     The council voted to open negotiations 
with the youth center to use the REC on a 
trial basis.  
     At the next meeting on Nov. 21, the 
YMCA formally requested to use the 
REC basement to run their 12-month 
middle school youth program.  
     “Msgr. (Joseph P.) Higgins met with 
the administrators and was sufficiently 
impressed with the quality of the program 
and its operation to suggest we accept 
their proposed contract,” according to 
parish council minutes.  
     After much discussion, it was decided 
YMCA would be allowed to use the facil-
ity beginning Jan. 1, 1997.  
     The contract included a six-month 
probation period with a 60-day escape 
clause.  
     The YMCA would provide their own 
equipment and use the kitchen on a lim-

ited basis.  
     Although no rent was charged, the 
YMCA had $2,000 in their budget to 
cover any repairs or maintenance result-
ing from wear and tear on the facility. 
     So on Jan. 6, the center opened the 
doors of its new home. 
     The center was open from 3:30-6 
p.m., on school days and provided a 
healthy, supportive and safe place for the 
youth, according to the newsletter.      
 
 
“We ... have been happy to have our 
facility used for such an important 
and worthwhile endeavor.” 
                   —Msgr. Joseph P. Higgins   
 
     It offered a variety of activities in-
cluding foosball, pool, ping pong, video 
games, computers, air hockey, conces-
sions, as well as workshops and pro-
grams on a variety of teen issues and 
interests. 
     At the Jan. 23, 1997 parish council 
meeting, it was reported that “the pro-
gram is running and Father Higgins is 
pleased with the supervisory personnel,” 
according to the minutes.  
     Only one major problem occurred on 
move-in day when a pool table was car-
ried down the stairs and the rubber treads 
on the stairs were ripped.  
     The rubber treads cover the terrazzo 
tile that is used in the stairwell of the 
Religious Education Center. 
      “This was unfortunate, because our 
maintenance personnel had suggested 
another way for this very reason, but 
they did not listen,” according to parish 

council minutes. 
     “I remember that,” said Tom Theis of 
our maintenance staff. “I think I told them 
that I would not help them move that pool 
table. I have moved enough pool tables 
and pianos in my lifetime!” 
     (Side story: Tom said several years ago 
a wedding was held in the lower level of 
the center and a beer keg was dragged 
down those terrazzo tile stairs and the cor-
ner was knocked off of each stair as it 
went down!) 
     In September of 1997, it was reported 
to the parish council that the youth center 
continues to be successful with no prob-
lems or complaints.  
     A motion was made to continue to al-
low use of the center at least until the end 
of the school year. The vote was unani-
mous. 
     Four years later, Msgr. Higgins, the 
pastor here at St. Bernard Parish, sent a 
letter dated Aug. 21, 2001 to the Middle-
ton Youth Center. 
     “At this time, we are now looking to 
renovate the lower level into a multi-
purpose space to provide for a variety of 
needs in the parish,” he wrote.  
     “We would like to move ahead with 
these plans as soon as possible which 
means we need the youth center to vacate 
its current location.” 
     So, the youth center moved out in No-
vember 2001. 
     “During this time, we have enjoyed a 
positive partnership with the YMCA and 
have been happy to have our facility used 
for such an important and worthwhile en-
deavor,” Higgins wrote.  

Middleton students in grades six through eight enjoyed the amenities provided by St. Bernard 
Parish beginning in 1997. 
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Report cards: ‘A day of both love and serious examination’ 

 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     During this year’s spring cleaning, the staff found two boxes filled with report cards 
from St. Bernard School in the basement of the parish office.  
     Barb Harrington, our administrative assistant, pulled out one report card with a fa-
miliar name: Bauman. 
     It belonged to June Bauman, the sister of Joy Bauman, our director of music. 
     “I was very surprised to see them!” said Joy. “Just seeing the names of the teachers 
on the report cards brought back a lot of memories. And I went through the box and 
found the rest of my siblings report cards as well – haven’t shared them with them yet, 
though!”  
     According to the memoirs of Msgr. Ferdinand A. Mack, the first full-time pastor 
here at St. Bernard, report card day was “a great day.”  
     Maybe for him.  
     For the students, not so much. 
     “According to what I have heard from students since (now adults with children and 
grandchildren of their own) there was much trembling as the youngsters came up to me 
for their report card,” Mack wrote. “Even to this day, in visiting with some of those 
students, they will make reference to ‘report card day’ – a day of both love and serious 
examination.  
     “At Pio Nono High School in Milwaukee, when report card day came, I was called 
‘the constable’ but they also knew that it was with real love in my heart when it was 
necessary to scold.” 
     Mack didn’t get to do all the scolding. The sisters teaching at the school also put the 
“Comments” section of the report card to good use. 
     “Could do better” was the suggestion for one student with straight Ds in the first 
semester.  
     “Will find fourth grade hard” was the comment for a struggling third grader. 
     Here are a few other gems: 

 “He is too anxious to leave school at 3:20 to do anything but school work.” 

 “Doesn’t take an active part in class, but has the confidence of being accepted be-
cause of his success in sports” was the admonishment for the class jock.  

 “Very likeable – likes to get out of work.”  

 “Good student – wants to become a priest.” 

 “Very, very, very, very slow.”  

 “Concentration is in short spurts.”  

 “He is a puzzle to me; seems to be intelligent, but is about the poorest reader I have 
ever sent to second grade.” 

     Grades weren’t the only area noted for improvement. Discipline and attitude were 
also commented on by the sisters. 

 “I hope over the summer, Pat will settle down. When together with Ed, we have 
real problems!” 

 “She tends to be bossy.”  

 “Good – somewhat of a show-off!” 

 “Has a good voice and used it very well.” 

 “He is a pleasant person, but a constant day-dreamer.” 

 “Good – a bit scatterbrained!” 

 “Impertinent and sassy – a certain clique joiner.” 

 “Talk – talk – talk!” 
     They also included some helpful suggestions for the students: 

 “Very short. Needs a front desk” was written for one vertically challenged fourth 
grader.   

 “Excellent student. Completes all work. Capable of doing extra work.” 

 “Needs to improve attitude toward physical education.”  
     Tom Theis, our maintenance supervisor who attended St. Bernard School, said he 
doesn’t remember getting his report card from Mack on report card day.  
     “We were just happy to be moving on to the next grade!” 
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By Humberto Pasarell  
Grand Knight, KC Council #4549           

     By now you all probably 
heard about how our founder, 
Fr. Michael J. McGivney is 
going to be beatified.  
     Pope Francis approved a 
miracle attributed to the inter-
cession of Fr. McGivney.  
     The miracle recognized by 
Pope Francis involved an un-
born child in the United 
States, who was healed in 
utero of a life-threatening con-
dition in 2015 after his family 
prayed to Fr. McGivney.  
     Beatification is the first 
step prior to canonization and 
could take years.  
     To give you some perspec-
tive, Fr. McGivney’s saint-
hood cause was officially 
opened in 1997 in the Archdi-
ocese of Hartford, Connecti-
cut.  
     After 11 years, in 2008, 
Pope Benedict XVI declared 

him a Venerable Servant of  
God in recognition of his life 
of heroic virtue.  
     In 2000, 
an investiga-
tion into a 
miracle at-
tributed to Fr. 
McGivney’s 
intercession 
was complet-
ed.  
     However, in 2011, the 
Vatican ruled that the event 
was not miraculous in na-
ture.  
     In 2012, another possible 
miracle was reported and 
placed under investigation.  
     A beatification Mass will 
be held in Connecticut in a 
date to be announced soon.  
     After his beatification, 
one more confirmed miracle 
will be needed in order for 
him to be considered for 
canonization. 

Beatification set for McGivney 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     The Snack Pack Blessings program will begin its fifth year by 
expanding to include all grades in the Middleton Cross Plains 
Area School District, said Georgine Jacobs, the St. Bernard pro-
gram organizer. 
     “From the onset, our goal has been to serve all students who 
would like to have a backpack full of food for the weekend,” 
Jacobs said. “This is very significant in the eyes of the church 
members who have volunteered with this program.” 
     The Middleton Cross Plains weekend food program was start-
ed by St. Luke Lutheran Church in 2016. St. Bernard joined that 
same year and took the name: Snack Pack Blessings. 
     Today, five churches make up the program along with the 
school district and the Middleton Education Foundation.  
     When the program began, St. Bernard served the Elm Lawn 
and Northside elementary schools.  
     Last year, the churches also took turns providing weekend 
meals for Glacier Creek Middle School in Cross Plains.  
     Starting in March and continuing through the summer 
months, volunteers continued to provide the weekend meals even 
while the schools were closed due to the Covid-9 outbreak. 
     The summer program ended on Aug. 14. 
     Weekend meals for the new school year will begin Sept. 25.  
     This year, the school district is asking students to pre-order 
their meals for the week, including their weekend meals.  
     Pre-ordering will allow organizers know how many back-
packs they will need to provide each week.  
     Jacobs said she looks forward to serving the older students. 
     “It doesn’t matter how old you are, you still get hungry on the 
weekends,” she said. 

Barb Roberts of the St. Bernard Conference of the Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul, pictured left, delivered birthday bags for mothers living at 
Seton House in Madison in August. The bag included a prayer shawl 
and a gift card for the mothers to buy something for themselves. 
Priscilla Lentini, the director of Seton House, pictured right, said the 
pandemic has made it hard for her to consult with prospective residents.  

KCs plan for new ceremony 

Our Community  
Snack Pack Blessings 
program begins fifth year 

By Ellen G. Krenke      
     Last year, the Knights of 
Columbus held its first public 
ceremony in Connecticut with 
family and friends in attend-
ance celebrating the com-
bined exemplification of 
charity, unity and fraternity.  
     The ceremony will now be 
used by KC councils around 
the country, including Coun-
cil #4549 here at St. Bernard, 
instead of First, Second and 
Third Degree ceremonies.  
     “It’s the beginning of a 
new era for the Knights of 
Columbus,” Supreme Knight 
Carol Anderson said at that 
first ceremony.  
     “We’ve been talking for 
many years now about the 
Knights being a family-
oriented organization, by 
which Catholic men joining 
our brotherhood become bet-
ter Catholics, better husbands, 
better fathers.  
     “And that’s the point of 
this exemplification of the 
three principles; that’s the 
point of having family mem-
bers witness your promises.”  
     The national organization 
made the change, because 

participation in second and 
third degree exemplifications 
can be very time-consuming 
and there is a shortage in the 
manpower needed to form de-
gree teams. 
     “It’s a great way to promote 
our brotherhood to a younger 
generation of Catholics,” said 
Humberto Pasarell, the Middle-
ton council’s grand knight.  
     “(And) when you eliminate 
the secrecy of the ceremony 
and the meetings you can share 
with your family what you are 
doing and perhaps get some 
ideas from them as well.” 
     Family members will learn 
about the four core principles, 
charity, unity, fraternity and 
patriotism of the Knights of 
Columbus, he said.  
     They will also get a chance 
to ask any questions that they 
might have about the organiza-
tion after the ceremony. 
     This is a big change, but one 
thing remains the same, said 
Pasarell.  
     “The four principles envi-
sioned by Fr. McGivney … 
(and) we (will) try to look for 
new ways to fulfill our mis-
sion.” 
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Above photo: The St. Bernard Conference of the Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul practiced good social distancing at their August meeting at 
Lakeview Park. They continue to do home visits via phone, donate to the 
SVdP pharmacy and provide for the needs of Seton House in Madison. 
Below photo: With his mask on, Fr . Br ian administer s the sacra-
ments, including baptism and First Communion. Bottom photo: Along 
with the food prepared by his team, Tony Bickel delivered four boxes of 
to-go containers to the Catholic Multicultural Center in August. The 
containers were left over from the parish’s spaghetti dinner held in 2015. 

Above photo: Fr . Br ian holds a par ish staff meeting via Zoom with 
Joy Bauman, our music director, on the screen framed by the church’s 
arches. Below photo: Marie Pauls prepares onions for delivery after 
picking them from the Catholic Multicultural Center garden in August.  
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Our People 
Bernard: Community is ‘essential’ to our high-schoolers 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Prayer was the first thing that came to 
mind when Zoe Bernard started looking 
for opportunities to engage with the stu-
dents as the new director of religious edu-
cation for grades six through 12 here at 
St. Bernard. 
     “The only thing I have thought of real-
ly that is tangible is having the kids come 
to the chapel and pray,” she said. 
“Because you can social distance there. 
Or leading some meditation or somehow 
having some face time with them there.” 
     Being a model for prayer was one of 
the things she learned as a counselor at 
Camp Gray, a Catholic summer camp in 
Reedsburg. 
     Bernard said when Bishop Robert 
Morlino, the former bishop of the Diocese 
of Madison, visited Camp Gray for a staff 
training day, he was asked what is one 
thing they should teach the children while 
they are at Camp Gray.  
     His answer was: “Let them see you 
pray.”  
     “That was years ago, but it really stuck 
with me,” Bernard said. “Because it is just 
really important to have that modeling 
behavior and seeing somebody pray is 
really important.”  
     Whether it is in the chapel, the reli-
gious education building or the parish 
center, Bernard said she doesn’t want the 
pandemic to get in the way of her intro-
duction to the students. 
     “I going to be pretty sad if the first 
time that I am meeting the kids -- and the 
catechists too -- is over Zoom,” she said. 
“The psychology of being with somebody 
-- person to person is so important.”  
     The 25-year-old learned the im-
portance of interpersonal communication 
at Bellarmine University in Louisville, 
Ky. 
     “I wanted to go where I didn’t know 
anyone, and I wanted to be a nurse,” Ber-
nard said.  
     Unfortunately, she learned quickly that 
nursing was not for her.  
     “The blood was not my favorite,” she 
said. “I knew I wanted to help people, but 
I didn’t know how I could.” 
     Bernard was raised in the Catholic 
Church and started going to Camp Gray 
around the age of 8. 
     “My initial spark happened at Camp 
Gray,” she said. “I loved everything about 
Camp Gray. 
     “Once I discovered that I didn’t want 
to be a nurse, I remembered how much I 
loved camp. And the things I loved about 
camp involved the church and the out-

doors and youth.” 
     Throughout college, Bernard was also 
involved in Young Life, an international 
non-denominational organization.  
     She was a college leader for the or-
ganization at a high school in Louisville 
for two years.  
     “It was a cool ministry,” Bernard said. 
But “something that I learned when I was 
working in Young Life that confirmed 
my work in the Catholic Church was that 
I was really desperate to just sit in front 
of the Blessed Sacrament with the kids.  
     “I wasn't able to do that in Young Life 
because it isn't Catholic, but it was some-
thing I took for granted my first year in 
ministry.” 
     After graduation, Bernard returned to 
Wisconsin and accepted a position as the 
religious education director at St. Albert 
the Great in Sun Prairie.  
     She then went to Camp Gray for a full
-time position as the assistant director.  
     Her previous experience at Camp 
Gray was as a camp counselor for four 
summers.   
     Bernard worked with all the age 
groups, settlers, pathfinders and explor-
ers, and found that they had one thing in 
common.  
     “God is personal to them,” she said. 
“There is something about being away … 
it just strips everything down to … God 
cares about me personally. And if you 

can teach that … that is just the ground 
floor to all other parts of the faith.” 
     Bernard said it is hard to build on your 
faith if you don’t have a personal relation-
ship with God.  
     “Once you learn or encounter or experi-
ence that Jesus cares about you personally 
… that is ultimately the goal,” she said.       
     “That would happen quite frequently at 
camp when kids have that a-ha moment or 
encounter that kind of sparks them.”  
     Bernard said it would be easy to take 
credit for those moments, but “that’s not at 
all my doing. It is really cool to give glory 
to God in those moments.” 
     And those moments definitely make the 
job worthwhile.  
     “We are held responsible a little bit for 
their souls. Not solely us, but we are in-
struments in that,” Bernard said. “That 
gives the job more purpose, because I 
could go work at any camp or any job, but 
when you have (their) souls that is the re-
ward … and the Lord sees that.” 
     Bernard said there are many similarities 
between her camp jobs and her current 
position, but she appreciates the differ-
ences more.  
     “I like youth ministry, because you 
have the journey with the kids,” she said. 
“You don’t just see them for a week and 
then have them leave and not be able to 
contact them.  
     “Here you have shared experiences and 
you can dive more … into that personal 
relationship with Christ … you just have 
more time.” 
     Bernard said the gift of time is im-
portant, especially now because of the pan-
demic. 
     “I don’t know what the answer is … but 
the key is to be ready … and having no 
expectation, but fully trusting in God … 
and the program.”  
     While here, Bernard said she hopes to 
bring more people to Jesus.  
     “Especially the youth, but I have goals 
to really invest in the catechists,” she said. 
“It is important to have well-formed cate-
chists. It helps the longevity of the pro-
gram.”  
     Finally, Bernard said she has learned a 
lot about teens working in youth ministry.  
     “They are very impressionable, which I 
think is funny because that is our battle and 
it is also helpful. Because you have culture 
telling them to go one way and the faith 
telling them to go completely the opposite 
way.  
      “I have learned that community is very 
important to have for your high-schoolers. 
I would even say essential.”  

Zoe Bernard, the new director of religious 
education for grades six through 12, shows 
off her playful side in this photo taken during 
a family vacation at Denali National Park in 
Alaska. 
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St. Bernard parishioners help in the battle against Covid-19 

Above photo: St. Bernard par ishioner  J ill 
Hilbert has been making masks with her 
Singer Featherlight sewing machine since 
the beginning of the pandemic. Right photo:  
Parishioner April Weir delivered to the par-
ish office a few face shields that she and her 
husband, David, made with their 3D printer.  

COVID from page 1   
   Two days later, he was able to leave the 
intensive care unit. 
     Doll said he still has no clue how he 
contracted the virus, but it was prayer that 
got him through it.  
     “The prayers helped,” he said. “They 
must have. I shouldn’t be here, but I am.” 
     In addition to the power of prayer, 
Doll is a believer in the power of his plas-
ma. 
     He donates plasma at the Red Cross 
every 28 days.  
     “(Coronavirus patients) are living with 
plasma,” Doll said. “That is what is beat-
ing this thing.” 
     He is also currently involved in three 
studies at the University of Wisconsin.  
     After this experience, Doll said he has 
learned that he is not afraid to die.   
     “Of course, I have known that for a 
long time,” he said. “Whatever He wants 
is what is going to happen. I will just try 

to do my best to do whatever it is He 
wants me to do. Hopefully, I will figure 
out what that is.” 
     Clauss said she wasn’t feeling well 
after returning from a minor surgery. 
     “I wasn’t even thinking of the virus,” 
she said. “But I knew I had to go to the 
emergency room.” 
     She was immediately tested for the 
virus and taken to a hospital room.  
     “From the time they wheeled me up 
in the wheelchair, I never saw another 
person other than a doctor or a nurse, she 
said. “I was very lonesome.” 
     Clauss was never on a ventilator, but 
she did require oxygen for over a month. 
     “At first, you can’t walk or get out of 
bed by yourself,” she said. “After a cou-
ple of days, I was able to make my way 
to the bathroom. I felt like I was going 
on a field trip.”  
     “I know that feeling!” said Doll. 
     Clauss, who is 80, was the told that 

she was the oldest one on the floor at the 
time and she was doing the best.  
     “I had a lot of people praying for me,” 
she said. “I was on the prayer chain here. 
Relatives all over the country … they 
were concerned and calling and they were 
all praying. I think that really helped me.” 
     Because of her experience, Clauss said 
she will never take her faith or her health 
for granted again.  
     “I think that praying is something that 
I really need to do,” she said.  
     “I also think that I have been praying 
for other people a lot more than I have 
been, because I do realize how important 
it is.”  
     Clauss, who goes to the gym every 
day, is also donating plasma to the Red 
Cross on a regular basis.  
     “You should not take (your health) for 
granted,” she said. “There are lots of peo-
ple out there who would love to be as 
healthy as we are most of the time.” 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Along with the various St. Bernard 
ministries, several individual parishioners 
have also contributed their time and talents 
to combatting this dreaded coronavirus 
pandemic. 
     Parishioner Jill Hilbert said she has 
made about 200 masks for family and 
friends in at least five states. 
     “Every time I think I am done making 
some, I find I have to make some more,” 
she said.  
     Parishioner Connie Lone and her neigh-
bor have made more than 150 masks.  
     “We both have sewing machines and 
knew that this virus bug was going to be 
with us for a while,” she said. “We decided 
it would be a great idea to make face 
masks to give to whomever wanted one, so 
we put it out on our neighborhood watch 
and received a great response.      
     “We put the face masks in sandwich 
baggies and taped them to our front door 
so people could come and pick them up.” 
     Parishioner Jinja Nonn made more than 
500 masks for St. Mary’s Hospital in Mad-
ison, the Middleton Senior Center and 
family and friends.  
     “I started making cloth masks ... be-
cause they seemed to help in (my home 
country),” said Nonn, who is from Mongo-
lia. 
     Parishioners David and April Weir 
made face shields with their 3D printer.  
     “We wanted to contribute more to the 
community,” April told a local news agen-
cy. “We knew that personal protective 
equipment (was) in short supply, so we 
started with a design that was open 
source.”  

     She said they started making them 
for the Group Health Cooperative. 
     They made about 5,000 face shields 
with the help of some volunteers, who 
also had 3D printers. 
     Their face shields were also provided 
to the Waunakee Police and EMS.  
     “My goal is to really just be able to 
provide this PPE as long as it’s needed 
and to whoever needs it,” April said.  
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Our Children 
St. Bernard to host weekly preschool co-op in REC 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     When the organizers of Our Lady’s Good Helpers preschool 
co-op began the search for new classroom space, they enlisted 
the help of their patron. 
     “We wanted to get the whole group praying something to-
gether, so we decided to pray a Marian prayer that everyone 
kind of knows … and we picked the Memorare,” said Bridget 
Yallaly, one of the founding members of the group.  
     After they found the space here at St. Bernard Parish and got 
the approval of Fr. Brian Wilk and Jenna Ripp, our director of 
religious education, the group immediately looked for a prayer 
of thanksgiving. 
     Yallaly said she searched online for prayers from St. Ber-
nard, and the Memorare appeared. 
     “I had no idea that the Memorare was attributed to his hand,” 
she said. “I couldn’t believe it. I almost started crying. I imme-
diately sent it out to the group. No one in our group knew that 
he was the author. 
     “We felt so affirmed that we were exactly where God wanted 
us to be.” 
     Yallaly said she also felt good about the match, because Fr. 
Brian had been wanting to start a program for young families in 
the parish.  
     “It was so beautiful to know that we will serve a need at the 
parish as well as continuing an activity that serves our own fam-
ilies as well,” said Yallaly. “It is just a great fit.”  
     The program was started in 2013 at St. Christopher Parish in 
Verona.  
     According to the group’s mission statement: “The Pre-
School Co-op seeks to support parents in the early faith for-
mation of their preschool-aged children with the primary objec-
tive being exposure to Catholic teaching, tradition, and prayer 
along with introducing pre-reading skills, number skills and fine 
motor advancement in a classroom environment.” 
     “First, if you are feeling any kind of loneliness in your voca-
tion as a parent or if you feel unsure about what to do as a mom 
or a dad … how to navigate those years with really young kids 
… this will really boost your confidence,” said Yallaly.  
     “The Lord has called you to this great vocation, and He has 
also provided you skills there. You just have to unearth them.”  
     The co-op also offers faith-filled friendships among parents, 
where they are able to fortify one another in their vocation. 
     “When you join the co-op, you have tons of different moms 
to get advice from or just to feel that someone else is struggling 
with the exact same things that you are struggling with,” said 
Yallaly. 
     Organizers encourage parent involvement in the program. 
     “We honor the parents as primary educators of their chil-
dren,” said Yallaly. “In our cooperative style of teaching, every 
mother or father is expected to take a turn leading lessons for 
their child’s class.”  
     They recognize that some parents feel unqualified to teach 
the faith, but “taking turns in the classroom will boost your con-
fidence in talking about the faith in little ways with your chil-
dren,” Yallaly said. “You can feel confident in this great mis-
sion that the Lord has given you to raise your children in the 
faith.”  
     Finally, this program is designed to foster strong, loving rela-
tionships between parents and their children while also develop-
ing meaningful connections with other young Catholic families.  
     “I still find it fruitful in my own life because of those friend-
ships that I have been able to develop there,” said Yallaly. “I 

also like my children being known by these other families. It 
brings a whole community feel that engages the whole family.”  
     Lauren Wiesen, a newer member of the group, said one of 
the biggest benefits of the group is that it is for Catholic fami-
lies.  
     “It’s not just a mom’s group, it is a faith-filled mom’s 
group,” she said. “At this group, we aren’t just talking about 
motherhood and parenting, we are talking about it from the faith 
perspective, so our conversation goes much deeper ... and I 
know that I can ask them to pray for me.  
     “And since our faith is so important to all of us, the friend-
ships I’ve formed are so much deeper than in any of the other 
groups that I have been a part of, because we have so much in 
common and we know that we are always there for each other 
and praying for each other.” 
     Wiesen said if you are nervous about making a commitment 
to the group, just come to Toddler Time.  
     “Make some friends and you can see where you want to go 
from there,” she said. “It is just such a blessing to have other 
moms in the same boat as you!” 
     Classes are held on Tuesdays from 9-11 a.m., from Septem-
ber to May. 
     The cost is $20 per child or $50 per family, which covers 
supplies and snacks for the entire year. 
     A small second collection may be taken if funds run out. 
Please note that no one will be denied based on financial diffi-
culty. 
     For more information about class levels, email olghpre-
schoolcoop@gmail.com or go to our website at stbmidd.org/our
-ladys-good-helpers. 

   Courtesy photo 
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Hellenbrand receives Fr. Higgins scholarship 

Confirmation to be held at St. Bernard Parish in November 
     Confirmation for tenth graders will be held at St. Bernard 
again this year with the Most Rev. Donald J. Hying presiding. 
     Mass will begin at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 11 in the 
church. 
     To prepare, a candidate and sponsor meeting will be held 
possibly via Zoom, said Zoe Bernard, the new director of reli-
gious education for grades six through 12. The date has not 
been set at this time. 
     If the sponsor lives out of town, the candidate should make a 
commitment to discuss their faith with their sponsor without the 
face-to-face meetings. Please contact Bernard if you have any 
other sponsor questions at zoe@stbmidd.org.  
     Candidates must also attend a Confirmation day-long retreat 
that will be held here at St. Bernard sometime this fall. 
     Bernard also encourages students to prayerfully discern if 
they are ready for Confirmation. She said that deferring Confir-
mation one or more years is totally acceptable and would show 
that you are taking your faith journey seriously. 

EVANGELIZATION from page 3 
the parish is based on the same model that Jesus used. Jesus 
invested almost all of his time, energy and resources into a 
small group of people who after formation and training, were 
sent out to change the world!  
     If you would like to read more about my work, check out the 
webpage at stbmidd.org/evangelization. 
     In October 2009, while teaching about our patron St. Ber-
nard, Pope Benedict XVI spoke about an encounter or experi-
ence of Christ.  
     He said: “For Bernard, in fact, true knowledge of God con-
sisted in a personal, profound experience of Jesus Christ and of 
His love. And, dear brothers and sisters, this is true for every 
Christian: faith is first and foremost a personal, intimate en-
counter with Jesus, it is having an experience of His closeness, 
His friendship and His love.  
     “It is in this way that we learn to know Him ever better, to 
love Him and to follow Him more and more. May this happen 
to each one of us!” 
     If you have had an encounter with the Lord and know that 
His love/mercy/peace/healing is real, you have probably shared 
that experience with someone else.  
     If this describes you, then you have been an evangelist!  
     Not everyone is called to proclaim Christ Risen to strangers 

on the street, but God wants every person to share their faith 
with those whom they are connected.  
     Our parish and personal commitment to living a life of 
evangelization will first and foremost be a commitment to 
growing in personal holiness and living it out in the communi-
ty. 
     Our work for evangelization will never be complete, but it 
is exciting to realize that God has invited us to partner with 
Him in sharing His Good News with others!  
     Pope St. John Paul II called for the church to be active in 
the “New Evangelization.”  
     The hope for that is a focusing on the re-evangelization of 
those who were once in the Church but do not have a personal 
relationship with the Lord.  
     One of the primary calls for the New Evangelization was 
focusing on new methods.  
     In this time of pandemic, we are all being challenged to 
learn and grow using new methods.  
     For personal reflection:  
     1. How might you commit to growing in faith in a way you 
had never before considered? 
     2. If you have not had an experience of closeness or friend-
ship with Jesus (Pope Benedict’s words above), ask God for 
that in your prayer this coming week! 

     Annika Hellenbrand is the recipient 
of the Fr. Pat Higgins Memorial Schol-
arship for the class of 2020. 
     Applicants for this scholarship are 
asked to reflect on Fr. Pat’s favorite 
hymn, “The Servant Song.”  
     Hellenbrand shared in her applica-
tion that she connects to the song 
through her experience with Love Be-
gins Here. 
     “The part where it says, Let me be 
your servant, let me be as Christ to you, 
reminds me of why I attend Love Be-
gins Here each year,” she writes. “I give 
of myself to Christ and others in order 
to follow in the Lord’s way.  
     “By learning how to love others, 
support and help those in need we 

strengthen our Love with God. This is 
why I continue to go bac k year after year, 
so that I can continue to become closer to 
God and love those around me.  
     “It allows me to help those in my own 
community and to start with those close to 
home.” 
     In addition to Love Begins Here, Hel-
lenbrand has attended Frassati Fest, vol-
unteered at the parish’s pancake breakfast 
and picnic and last year she was a cate-
chist for the middle school religious edu-
cation program. 
     “I hope I was able to be a role model 
in how God …. (is) an important part of 
my life,” she said.   
     She plans to attend the University of 
Wisconsin at LaCrosse in the fall.  
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Calendar of upcoming events at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
 
September    October    November 
2 - Luke House  Meal Program 1 - SVdP Meeting   1 - Daylight Savings Time ends 
3 - SVdP Meeting   3-4 - Blest Art Sale   3 - Election Day 
7 - Labor Day    7 - Luke House Meal Program 4 - Luke House Meal Program 
8 - KC Officer Meeting  12 - Columbus Day   5 - SVdP Meeting 
9 - Prayer Shawl Ministry  13 - KC Officer Meeting  10 - KC Officer Meeting 
10 - Rosary Makers Meeting  14 - Prayer Shawl Ministry  11 - Veterans Day 
15 - Human Needs Meeting  19 - CMC Meal Program  11 - Confirmation 
21 - CMC Meal Program  20 - Human Needs Meeting  12 - Rosary Makers Meeting 
22 - KC Rosary and Meeting  27 - KC Rosary and Meeting  16 - CMC Meal Program 
24 - Parish Council Meeting  31 - Halloween   17 - Human Needs Meeting 
              24 - KC Rosary and Meeting 
Note: Some meetings may be cancelled due to Covid-19.    26 - Thanksgiving 


