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Groundbreaking held for renovation of parish center 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     St. Bernard held a groundbreaking on Oct. 29 for a $3.2 mil-
lion gathering space located between the church and the current 
parish center and the renovation of existing parish center facili-
ties.  
     “For more than 130 years, we have been blessed with a beau-
tiful campus that has served our parishioners well,” said Rev. 
Brian J. Wilk, the pastor at St. Bernard. “This is truly a blessing, 
but we must also ensure that we give thanks by supporting our 
church for the next generation.” 
     Established in 1889, many of the parish’s 1,600 families are 
multi-generational families of St. Bernard. 
     “As I reflect on our rich history … I believe the time has 
come for make necessary upgrades to our campus to fulfill our 

mission more effectively.” 
     Vogel Construction Inc., of Madison is the construction com-
pany for the project. 
     They will lay the foundation for the new gathering space be-
ginning in early November, and the steel beams will be erected in 
January.  
     The highlights for the 3,500-square foot space include: a gath-
ering space; kitchen renovation; a serving area; restrooms; a ter-
raced front garden; a new doorway into the church; and a glass 
wall looking out into the garden side of the gathering space. 
     Architectural Design Concepts, Inc., of Lake Delton provided 
all the renderings for the project. 
     The plans are available for viewing on the parish website at  
                           Continued on page 7  

Participating in the groundbreaking from left to right: Brad Servin, the project architect from Architectural Design Concepts, Inc., of 
Lake Delton; Elaine Hathaway, a trustee from St. Bernard Parish; Rev. Brian J. Wilk, pastor of St. Bernard parish; Gene Zander, a 
trustee from St. Bernard Parish and Matt Schultz, vice president of operations and owner of Vogel Construction, Inc., of Madison. 
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2021 Advent and Christmas season schedule 

Reconciliation Schedule 
Private Confessions 

Saturday, Dec. 4              3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 9              5-6 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 11              3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 15             6-8 p.m. (As part of “An Hour with Jesus”) 
Saturday, Dec. 18              3:30-4:30 p.m. 
 

Christmas and New Year’s Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 24           4 p.m., 6 p.m., 9 p.m. 
Christmas Day, Saturday, Dec. 25              8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 
(Note: There will be no Confession or 5 p.m., Mass on Christmas Day.) 
The Holy Family, Sunday, Dec. 26    8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.. 
Solemnity of Mary, Saturday, Jan. 1   9:00 a.m. 
(Note: Jan. 1 is not a holy day of obligation this year.) 

Mass on Dec. 7 at 5:30 p.m.  
and Dec. 8 

at 8:15 a.m., and 12:10 p.m.  

Liturgical year: See it as new, alive 
     Dear Friends: Welcome to the latest 
edition of the St. Bernard newsletter – 
“The Bee.”   
     I hope that you find it both informa-
tive and enjoyable. Please share it with 
family and friends. 
     On the First Sunday of Advent each 
year, the Church invites us to begin a 
great journey. It is the journey of the 
liturgical year.  
     When we start the new liturgical year 
each Advent, we are setting out to fol-
low in the footsteps of Christ.   
     In the course of the year, the whole 
of his life and teaching will pass before 
us. We will revisit all of the mysteries of 
his time on earth.   
     From the Annunciation, to Christ-
mas, to his death, resurrection, ascen-
sion and the sending of the Holy Spirit.  
     We have heard the story many times 
before. So there is danger that we may 
see it as old and perhaps stagnant.   
     We must try and see it as new, pre-
sent and alive.  
     The celebration of each Sunday and 
feast brings back the event in its original 
clarity and vitality, never allowing it to 
grow cold and lifeless or simply fade 
into a spiritual oblivion. 
     With that said, how we view some-
thing goes a long way to our understand-
ing it.   
     We have to look at the liturgical year 
as a whole. It is not simply a series of 
individual events.  
     Each event that we celebrate is part 
of a much larger story of our salvation.    
     By placing special emphasis on the 
entire salvation story, I believe that we 
can have a better understanding of the 
individual events and how they come 

together.   
     When we have a more holistic ap-
proach to scripture and our salvation 
story, we can better understand it, appre-
ciate it and better proclaim it in our lives.        
     Regular Mass attendance, scripture 
reading and prayer can help us see better 
the great salvation story that unfolds be-
fore us from before Christ’s birth to his 
ascension and beyond to the present day.   

     You have probably noticed that con-
struction is proceeding on the new gath-
ering area to the east of the church.   
     At present, we are on schedule for a 
completion date in June 2022.   
     A dedication and “Grand Opening” 
has been tentatively scheduled for July 
10.   
     Bishop Donald J. Hying of the Dio-
cese of Madison will celebrate Mass and 
dedicate the new 
facility.   
     Mark your calen-
dars for this exciting 
event in our parish 
history.  
     My thanks to all 
who have generously 
supported this effort. 
     As we head into Advent and the 
Christmas season and a new calendar 
year, know that my prayers go with all of 
you.   
     May it be a time of spiritual growth 
and enthusiasm for you and your fami-
lies. Blessings! Fr. Brian  
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2020 
Nicholas Parks – Nov. 4 
Doreen Laufenberg – Dec. 5 
Mary “Meme” Stiloski – Dec. 8 
Mary Binger – Dec. 16 
Ellen Bellissimo – Dec. 17 
Deanna Kessenich – Dec. 27 
Mary Ann Jacobi – Dec. 29 

2021 
Andrew “Andy” Annen – Jan. 4 
Jane Krantz – Jan. 9 
Jeffery Beean – Jan. 10 
Charlotte Flottmeyer – Jan. 12 
Harvey Tesch – Jan. 27 
Ruth Ann Haberland – Jan. 28 
Eileen Needham – Feb. 19 

David Coakley – Feb. 27 
John F. “Jack” Rogan – March 8 
Rosalie Koschkee – March 14 
Dolores Acker – March 19 
Elizabeth Schroeder – March 19 
Molly Toon Lillard – April 11 
Robert “Bobby” Sobek – May 3 
Gregory “Greg” Foss – May 22 
Robert “Bob” Monthey – May 26 
Edwin Acker – June 7 
William “Bill” Holley – June 11 
Mary Voss – June 18 
Socorro Padilla – June 24 
Elaine Kurt – June 27 
Peter Lahm – July 5 
Henry “Hank” Acker – July 17 

Patrick Reidy – July 18 
Donald “Don” Harrop – July 19 
Richard Gunderson – July 28 
Lyle Meeker – Aug. 5 
Richard “Dick” Horan – Aug. 15 
Margaret Ballweg – Aug. 17 
Mariann Miller – Sept. 4 
Ruth Farrell – Sept. 9 
Donald Mokelke – Sept. 15 
Jeff Nolden – Sept. 18  
June Sheehan - Oct. 1 
Ronald F. Gehin - Oct. 6 
Patricia Dean - Oct. 6 
Willis “Bill” James Ehlert - Oct. 7 
Geraldine Dahmen - Oct. 11 
James Fagen - Oct. 23 

List of St. Bernard’s deceased from November 2020 to October 2021 

Why do we offer Mass for our faithful departed? 
     The offering of Mass for the repose of 
the soul of the faithful departed is linked 
with our belief in Purgatory.  
     We believe that if a person has died 
fundamentally believing in God but with 
venial sins and the hurt caused by sin, then 
God in His divine love and mercy will first 
purify the soul.  
     After this purification has been com-
pleted, the soul will have the holiness and 
purity needed to share in the beatific vision 
in heaven.  
     While each individual stands in judg-
ment before the Lord and must render an 
account of his life, the communion of the 
Church shared on this earth continues, ex-
cept for those souls dammed to hell. 
     The Vatican Council II affirmed, "This 
sacred council accepts loyally the venera-
ble faith of our ancestors in the living com-
munion which exists between us and our 
brothers who are in the glory of heaven or 
who are yet being purified after their 
death." (Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church, No. 51).  
     Therefore, just as we pray for each oth-
er and share each other's burdens now, the 
faithful on earth can offer prayers and sac-
rifices to help the departed souls undergo-
ing purification, and no better prayer could 
be offered than that of the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. 
     Pope Leo XIII in his encyclical Mirae 
Caritatis from1902 beautifully elaborated 
this point and emphasized the connection 
between the communion of saints with the 
Mass: "The grace of mutual love among 
'The living, strengthened and increased by 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist, flows' es-
pecially by virtue of the Sacrifice [of the 
Mass]' to all who belong to the communion 
of saints. For the communion of saints is 
simply... the mutual sharing of help, atone-

ment, prayers, and benefits among the 
faithful, those already in the heavenly 
fatherland, those consigned to the purify-
ing fire, and those still making their pil-
grim way here on earth.”  
     Think of this point: The Holy Mass 
transcends time and space, uniting the 
faithful in heaven, on earth and in purga-
tory into a Holy Communion, and the 
Holy Eucharist Itself augments our union 
with Christ, wipes away venial sins, and 
preserves us from future mortal sins (cf. 
Catechism, No. 1391-1396).  
     Therefore, the offering of Mass and 
other prayers or sacrifices for the inten-
tions of the faithful departed are good and 
holy acts.  
     This practice is not new. The Cate-
chism asserts, "From the beginning the 
Church has honored the memory of the 
dead and offered prayers in suffrage for 
them, above all the Eucharistic Sacrifice, 
so that, thus purified, they may attain the 
beatific vision of God" (No. 1032). 
     Actually, this "beginning" has roots 
even in the Old Testament.  
     Judas Maccabees offered prayers and 
sacrifices for the Jewish soldiers, who 
died wearing pagan amulets, which were 
forbidden by the law. 
     In the early history of the Church, we 
also see evidence of prayers for the dead.  
     Inscriptions uncovered on tombs in 
the Roman catacombs of the second cen-
tury evidence this practice.  
     For example, the epitaph on the tomb 
of Abercius, Bishop of Hieropolis in 
Phrygia (died 180) begs for prayers for 
the repose of his soul.  
     Moreover, the Canons of Hippolytus 
(c. 235) explicitly mention the offering of 
prayers for the dead during the Mass. 
     The testimony of the Church Fathers 

beautifully supports this belief. 
     St. Cyril of Jerusalem (died 386), in one 
of his many catechetical discourses, ex-
plained how at Mass both the living and 
dead are remembered, and how the Eucha-
ristic Sacrifice of our Lord is of benefit to 
sinners, living and dead.  
     St. Ambrose (died 397) preached, "We 
have loved them during life; let us not 
abandon them in death, until we have con-
ducted them by our prayers into the house 
of the Lord."  
     One may wonder, "What if the person's 
soul has already been purified and gone to 
heaven?"  
     We on earth know neither the judgment 
of God nor the divine time frame; so, there 
is always goodness in remembering our 
departed and commending them to God 
through prayer and sacrifice.  
     However, if indeed the departed soul 
has been purified and now rests in God's 
presence in heaven, then those prayers and 
sacrifices offered benefit the other souls in 
purgatory through the love and mercy of 
God. 
     Therefore, we find not only the origins 
of this practice dating to the early Church 
but we also clearly recognize its im-
portance.  
     When we face the death of someone, 
even a person who is not Catholic, to have 
a Mass offered for the repose of his soul 
and to offer our prayers are more benefi-
cial and comforting than any other sympa-
thy card or bouquet of flowers.  
     Most importantly, we should always 
remember our own dearly departed loved 
ones in the Holy Mass and through our 
own prayers and sacrifices to help in their 
gaining eternal rest. 
(Reprinted with permission of the Arlington 
Va., Catholic Herald at catholicherald.com.) 
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     Personal holiness is absolutely necessary in order to pro-
claim Christ effectively by the testimony of our lives.  
     Pope St. Paul VI spoke beautifully about the importance of 
giving an authentic living witness to the faith we believe and 
proclaim:  
     “Above all the Gospel must be proclaimed by witness. Take 
a Christian or a handful of Christians who, in the midst of their 
own community, show their capacity for understanding and 
acceptance, their sharing of life and destiny with other people, 
their solidarity with the efforts of all for whatever is noble and 
good. Let us suppose that, in addition, they radiate in an alto-
gether simple and unaffected way their faith in values that go 
beyond current values, and their hope in something that is not 
seen and that one would not dare to imagine.  
     “Through this wordless witness these Christians stir up irre-
sistible questions in the hearts of those who see how they live: 
Why are they like this? Why do they live in this way? What or 
who is it that inspires them? Why are they in our midst?  
     Such a witness is already a silent proclamation of the Good 
News and a very powerful and effective one. Here we have an 
initial act of evangelization.” (St. Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi)  
     Our first priority, therefore, must be to commit ourselves in 
a serious way to strive for real holiness in our daily lives.  
     But what does that look like? What are the first steps to take 
on the path to holiness?  
     1. Obey the Commandments - The first and most basic 
step on the path toward holiness is a firm resolution to obey the 
commandments of God.  
     As Jesus himself says: “If you would enter life, keep the 
commandments” (Matthew 19:17).  
     Hence we must do all in our power to avoid at least all grave 
sins. To do that we must obey the Ten Commandments.  
     2. Receive the Sacraments - We will not be able to obey 
the commandments of God consistently without regular devout 
participation in the sacramental life of the Church, which means 
attending Mass at least every Sunday and holy day of obliga-
tion, and even more often if possible; making a good confession 
frequently—ideally every month or at least every time one is 
conscious of having committed a mortal sin; receiving Jesus 
Christ frequently and worthily in Holy Communion, taking care 
to examine oneself carefully so as not to approach unworthily. 
     3. Pray Every Day -  In addition to receiving the sacraments 
frequently and worthily, we should also commit to a daily rou-
tine of prayer, at least 15 minutes per day. Those who have al-

ready established the habit of 15 minutes of daily prayer should 
strive for 30 minutes or even an hour. Those who can should 
make a weekly holy hour in the presence of the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  
     Our daily routine of prayer should include vocal and mental 
prayer, according to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
“Through his Word, God speaks to man. By words, mental or 
vocal, our prayer takes flesh. Yet it is most important that the 
heart should be present to him to whom we are speaking in 
prayer.” 
     4. Deny Yourself- The Catechism also reminds us that holi-
ness cannot be acquired without mortification, the practice of 
dying-to-oneself on a daily basis: “The way of perfection passes 
by way of the Cross. There is no holiness without renunciation 
and spiritual battle. Spiritual progress entails the ascesis and 
mortification that gradually lead to living in the peace and joy 
of the Beatitudes.”  
     At a minimum, the penitential nature of Fridays throughout 
the year must be re-claimed, according to the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops: “Friday should be in each week something 
of what Lent is in the entire year.”  
     The bishops have also determined that Catholics are free to 
choose a form of weekly Friday penance other than abstinence 
from meat: “since the spirit of penance primarily suggests that 
we discipline ourselves in that which we enjoy most, to many in 
our day abstinence from meat no longer implies penance, while 
renunciation of other things would be more penitential.” 
     We will not fully reclaim Sunday as a day of worship and 
holy leisure in honor of our Lord’s Resurrection if we do not 
also reclaim Friday as a day of penance in remembrance of his 
saving Passion. 
     5. Do Good Works - Finally, in order to allow the testimony 
of our lives to be a living witness to the saving truth and beauty 
of the Gospel, we must be actively engaged in good works, 
especially the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.  
     We proclaim the truth of Jesus Christ by sharing his love 
with those we encounter in visiting the sick and lonely, in 
providing for the poor and needy, in supporting our parishes by 
tithing, in supporting good community works, either directly by 
our participation or indirectly by our charitable giving, and in 
so many more ways. 
(Excerpts from “Go Make Disciples: A Common Vision for 
Evangelization,” as proposed by the Most Reverend Donald 
J. Hying, Bishop of Madison, March 2020) 

Phase 2: ‘Seeking Holiness’ begins this Advent 
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What’s new with the evangelization efforts at St. Bernard? 
By Laura Angle 
     St. Bernard entered a partner-
ship with Evangelical Catholic 
three years ago to build a culture 
of evangelization in the parish.  
     The Evangelical Catholic pro-
vides training and individualized 
coaching for parishes and college 
campuses across the country as 
well as mission nights and a sim-
ple model to incorporate disciple-
ship habits into daily life. 
     What has the partnership 
meant for St. Bernard? 
     So far, through three training 
rounds, 18 St. Bernard parishion-
ers have gone through “Reach 
More,” a formation process to 
deepen their commitment to dis-
cipleship and to increase their 
intentionality in helping others 
encounter Jesus.  
     The training focused on grow-
ing in personal prayer, discussing 
faith with others and facilitating 
small groups. 
     Tom Enwright went through 
training in 2020.  
     “The Reach More training 
helped me to deepen my prayer 
life as we explored the scriptures 
and learned how to lead small 
prayer groups,” he said.     
     “It also gave us an opportunity 
to share our faith journeys and 
create new friendships in the par-
ish.  
     “Our class really grew closer 
together, which helped us to ap-
preciate how God is working 
through each of us.” 
     Carol and Rod Nilles, who are 
2019 trainees, said that because of 
the training, “our prayer lives 
have changed in that we read the 
daily scripture readings and are 
becoming more familiar with the 
Bible.” 
     Marc Collins, a 2020 trainee, 
said his training group was a “fantastic experience of growing in 
prayer together with new friends from the parish.  
     “If leaders form small groups after the training in the parish, it 
helps more parishioners to connect and build friendships,” he 
said. “It also helps everyone to reflect on faith in a more inten-
tional way and keep their relationship with God at the front of 
mind.  
     “To me, the community-building aspect of ‘Reach More’ is a 
prerequisite for evangelizing, and it is a natural setting for invit-
ing people from outside the parish to discover the faith.” 
     After training, most parishioners launch small groups to put 
their learning into action.  
     In 2019, there were 11 small groups and 77 participants.  
     In 2020 through the pandemic, there were 26 participants in 
virtual or in-person formats along with a few groups “on pause” 

due to COVID-19, who re-
ceived weekly reflections from 
the leaders and who hope to 
meet once things are more back 
to normal. 
     Georgine Jacobs, who went 
through the training in 2020, 
put her training into action to-
ward a different audience. “I am 
meeting with some family 
members on Zoom now,” she 
said. “Something I wouldn’t 
have done without the training.” 
     Luke Fuszard and Ben Ro-
den both completed training in 
2021 and plan to start small 
groups this fall.  
          “There is a stirring in my 
heart and a feeling that there is  
a yearning for community and 
discipleship,” said Fuszard.  
     He responded to that call by 
inviting other parents to meet 
and discuss how they can 
“embody the faith outside of 
Sundays” and “serve as role 
models to the best of our abil-
ity.” 
     JoAnna Richard and Tim 
Bergs also plan to start groups 
for Lent.  
     Small groups benefit partici-
pants as well as facilitators in 
living a richer life of faith to-
gether as a community.  
     “The small groups have 
helped me to listen better to 
others’ experiences and inter-
pretations of scripture,” said 
Jacobs.  
     “They have helped me be-
come more comfortable with 
sharing my own spiritual expe-
riences.” 
     Brenda Gaab, a 2019 train-
ee, said in her small group, 
“relationships evolved from not 
knowing one another at all to 
hanging out longer after the 
meetings to chat and socialize.” 

     The partnership with Evangelical Catholic also brought the 
1% Challenge to St. Bernard in 2019, which encouraged partici-
pants to spend one percent of each day or 15 minutes in prayer. 
     Coming up in this fourth year of partnership, St. Bernard will 
introduce the Evangelical Catholic’s simple discipleship habits 
process, called “NextStep,” to all parishioners.  
     Also this year, those who have gone through training will 
come together to share their experiences and inspire each other 
to continue the work of evangelization.  
     New small groups will be forming, and another round of 
training will start in early 2022. Look out for Evangelical Catho-
lic mission nights that are in the works! 
     (Note: If you are interested in getting involved with Evan-
gelical Catholic opportunities, reach out to Laura Angle at 
laura@stbmidd.org or 829-5879.) 
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Our History 
Cookbooks: A history of the parish through family recipes 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     After World War II, St. Bernard parish 
shifted its focus from the war effort to 
projects closer to home. 
     The school opened in 1946, a house on 
University Avenue was purchased as a 
convent in 1948 and the shrine of St. 
Raphael was erected in 1949. 
     To keep up with the bills, the parish 
hosted several money-making events, ac-
cording to Lorena Gordon’s book, “100 
Year History of St. Bernard Parish.” 
     In 1949, members of the Holy Name, 
the Christian Mothers and Altar Society 
and Young Ladies Sodality published their 
first cookbook titled, “St. Bernard’s Favor-
ite Recipes,” which sold for $1.50.  
     A cursory glance at the recipes and the 
names of the parishioners who submitted 
the recipes reflect the history of the parish.  
     Adler, Acker, Breunig, Dahmen, Lau-
fenberg, Ziegler, Stricker, Simon to name 
a few were all represented in the cook-
book. 
     “One of my mother's prized posses-
sions was the 1949 parish cookbook,” said 
Mike Nonn, about his mother, Rita.   
     He said many of the pages had to be 
copied, because they had become “ragged” 
from use.  
     “The original cover is gone,” he added. 
“Many of the long-time parishioners have 
recipes in the cookbook.” 
     Mrs. H.J. Busch, the mother-in-law of 
Ruth Busch, was one of the early contribu-
tors.  
     Her recipe for banana bread was on 
page 1. She also submitted recipes for 
lemon torte, applesauce cake, pepper relish 
and molded chicken and cucumber salad. 
     “I have made her banana bread,” said 
Ruth Busch, a St. Bernard parishioner.  
     But it is her mother-in-law’s lemon 
torte that has become a family tradition. 
     “It is so light,” said Ruth. “I always 
serve it for Easter for dessert. It doesn’t sit 
heavy in your stomach after a big meal.” 
     Mrs. Busch’s recipe for “pepper nuts” 
or pfeffernüsse was not included in the 
cookbook, but it is a family favorite for the 
Christmas holiday. 
     “Our family still gets together every 
year, and we start rolling!” said Ruth, who 
added that when her mother-in-law and 
husband were alive they also helped with 
the rolling. 
     “We have a good family tradition going 
with pepper nuts!” she said.  
     Ruth said when her mother-in-law 
moved in with her family, she had access 
to all of her recipes and cookbooks. 
     And whenever Ruth needed a recipe, 
she would look through Mrs. Busch’s old 

cookbook from St. Bernard.  
     “It has so many recipes and memories 
of (parish) families and neighbors and 
some of her friends.” 
     Ruth said she doesn’t cook much for 
herself anymore, but she still likes to pull 
out the 1949 cookbook and read the dif-
ferent recipes. 
     “I don’t want to give it up,” she said. 
“To me, it’s an heirloom!” 
     Thirty years later, another cookbook 
was published by the ladies of the parish.    
     And some of the same names contin-
ued to appear. 
     The 1979 version titled, “God walks 
among the Pots and Pipkins Vol. II,” con-
tained at least two recipes from Mrs. 
Nonn. 
     “Mom was a very good cook and 
baker,” said Mike. 
     This edition also included a “Best of 
the First” section of recipes from the 
“original” cookbook.  
     Mrs. Busch’s banana bread recipe was 
the first recipe listed. 
     The 1979 cookbook also incorporated 
seven pages of microwave and crock pot 
recipes for these new-fangled devices. 
     Finally, there was an area to write 
your own recipes.  
     In a copy given to the parish, a parish-
ioner wrote a few notes on the preserva-
tion of a swimsuit: “Before getting it wet 

in pool or laundry, mix one cup vinegar 
and two cups water. Put suit in and let set 
for 48 hours.” 
     (Not sure what the goal was in this 
preservation effort, but you can’t help but 
wonder how long the swimmer smelled 
like pickles!) 
     The final parish cookbook was pub-
lished in 1997 and titled, “Not by Bread 
Alone.” 
     Ruth Busch submitted her first recipe 
for this book. 
     “I probably used one of my mother-in-
law’s recipes,” she said.  
     She doesn’t remember submitting a 
recipe for stromboli. 
     In addition to the recipes, the book in-
cluded a section of “Helpful Hints” related 
to the cooking and preparation of various 
foods, cooking during a power outage, 
menu planning tips and napkin folding. 
     As you can see, cookbooks offer more 
than just recipes.  
     St. Bernard’s cookbooks also tell us the 
history of our fellow parishioners.  
     They were ordinary people living ordi-
nary lives, caring for their families and 
entertaining their friends and others who 
entered their homes.  
     Because there is no better way to enter-
tain “angels unawares” than offering a nice 
warm slice of banana bread on a cold Wis-
consin day.  

Connie Lone sells cookbooks in 1997. Inset is a photo of all three cookbooks. 
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Our People 
Angle: Evangelization is about hearts, not numbers 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     As the new coordinator for evangeliza-
tion and parish outreach here at St. Ber-
nard parish, Laura Angle understands that 
her mission is ongoing. 
     “We are always seeking to grow … to 
learn more (and) to fall more in love with 
Jesus,” she said. “But you can’t give what 
you don’t have. If you are not on fire for 
God, you can’t give it to other people ei-
ther.”  
     Along with St. Bernard parishioners, 
Angle said she will also be learning “as I 
am going through the program, as I walk 
with other people. Hearing their experienc-
es will also help in my personal spiritual 
journey. So, I am very excited about that.” 
     Angle accepted this position at St. Ber-
nard after working for 12 years at Epic in 
Verona.  
     “For years, I wanted to work for the 
church,” she said. “I knew that was the 
direction that God was pulling my heart.” 
     So, two years ago, she started making 
other plans for her life.  
     “At that point, I thought it would take 
me five years (to make the change),” she 
said. “But God decides those things, I 
don’t.”  
     Her five-year plan included buying a 
new house and enrolling in the Cenacle of 
Our Lady of Divine Providence School of 
Spiritual Direction in Clearwater, Fla., to 
obtain a spiritual direction certificate. She 
has completed both of those items.  
     “Multiple things came together this 
summer to say that it was time. It was God 
pushing me. It is time now!” 
     Angle started looking for a new career 
in the church and applied for two posi-
tions. 
     “I didn’t want to just take the first thing 
that I found,” she said. “I wanted to set 
myself up to be somewhere long-term. I 
only applied to two places, so (the St. Ber-
nard position) was very high on my list of 
where I thought I wanted to be. 
     “After talking to Fr. Brian and really 
understanding what this position was 
about, I thought: ‘That is perfect for who I 
am and what I want to do.’”  
     Angle said both her new position here 
and her previous job at Epic included 
counseling with one big difference. 
     “I really like journeying with people on 
their path of faith,” she said. “It is some-
thing that I really couldn’t do as well as I 
wanted to at Epic. I could talk about career 
and help others to grow in their career and 
understand their direction and help them to 
be better people, but faith couldn’t be a 
part of it.  

     “That was a kind of limiting factor at 
Epic. So, I’m really excited to be here.” 
     Her new position here will also allow 
her to use her skills in spiritual direction. 
     “I love to see people have break-
throughs,” she said. “They understand 
themselves more or their role. Evangeli-
zation really does that … helping people 
to walk into the fullness of what God is 
calling them to. 
     “Evangelization is such a core piece 
of who you are as a Catholic. That you 
are bursting with the love of God so 
much that you have to tell others.  
     “I want to help people to understand 
their beautiful relationship and unique 
relationship with God and deepening that 
so that they want to go out to others and 
tell them more.” 
     Angle said she believes evangeliza-
tion is important, because it was Jesus’ 
last request as He ascended into heaven.  
     “The last thing that Jesus said on earth 
before he ascended was to go and make 
disciples of all nations. So, it really is the 
core call of a Christian. It is the way that 
we reach out to others so that they can 
experience the love of God for them-
selves.” 
     Angle said the biggest influence on 
her faith life was her mother.  
     “She was always deeply faithful. She 
could count on one hand the number of 
Sundays that she has missed Mass in her 
entire life,” she said.  
     “She was very faithful, but it wasn’t 
something that we talked about at home. 
We said grace before meals and went to 

Mass and religious education classes every 
Sunday. Those were requirements. We 
were not allowed to miss those. Otherwise, 
we didn’t really talk about it.” 
     When she was in college, Angle and 
her mother attended a retreat together. 
     “That was the first time I ever heard my 
mom discuss her faith, and I found out that 
her faith and mine were so similar in the 
ways that we viewed God and the ways 
that we viewed the world.  
     “Just seeing her quiet consistency 
throughout my childhood was very influ-
ential.” 
     While at St. Bernard, Angle said she 
wants to help parishioners to have a deeper 
understanding of God’s love for them. 
     “And to walk with as many as I can on 
that journey. Whether that’s through one-
on-ones or starting small groups or doing 
presentations on my life of faith or helping 
to encourage others to do the same. 
     “However it is that God would like for 
me to do that … that is what I want to do.”  
     Angle said she is familiar with the 
Evangelical Catholic movement that was 
started here in the parish about three years 
ago.  
     “I think there is a good foundation to 
start from … from here I will continue to 
do the work that (Kevin Sullivan) was 
doing and really try to meet the needs of 
where the parish is.” 
     Angle said she has no specific goals 
yet, but that is something that she wants to 
put into place.  
     “But really it is about hearts and not 
numbers, so that is the balance that you try 
to strike of not just trying to meet a num-
ber but trying to touch people.”  

Laura Angle 

 
GROUNDBREAKING from page 1 
stbmidd.org/renovation. 
     Fr. Brian said there will be no changes 
to the church area and the existing re-
strooms in the church. 
     During construction, the chapel en-
trance and Religious Education Center 
entrance to the church will be closed, so 
parishioners will have to use the entrances 
on Parmenter Street and University Ave-
nue. 
     Space for parish activities will be lim-
ited during construction, so please be pa-
tient with us. 
     Throughout construction, “I am confi-
dent that we will be able to meet all of our 
needs,” said Wilk. 
     Wilk said he also plans to have a dedi-
cation and blessing with Bishop Donald J. 
Hying of the Diocese of Madison, when 
the construction is complete next summer. 
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Parishioners describe the significance of their Nativity  
Bohringer family 
     This is a picture of our Nativity Set. This is special to me 
because the shelter is one that my grandpa made when he was in 
his 80s. He made them for all of us grandchildren. I purchased a 

Precious Moments Nativity Set 
shortly after we were married.   
     Back in the 70s, they were 
the "IN" thing. Everyone pur-
chased Precious Moment figu-
rines--they were very expen-
sive. I remember getting just 
the initial set; Mary, Joseph, 
Baby Jesus, and the sheep for 

half price after Christmas at our local pharmacy. I was so excit-
ed to be able to have a collector set. I continued adding to this 
collection each year, so I would be able to have the entire set.    
     I love to wait until my grandchildren come to assist in getting 
it all out. They lovingly handle each piece so carefully to put in 
and around the shelter. We never put Baby Jesus in until Christ-
mas Eve. When we all get together, we sing Christmas carols 
and the oldest grandchild lights the Christmas candle and the 
youngest grandchild gets to put Baby Jesus in the shelter. Then 
we sing Happy Birthday! Only then do they get to open gifts. 
     There is never a year that goes by that a Nativity Set is not 
put up in our home.—Barb Bohringer 

Kidarsa family 
Our stable was a prize 

from the Knights of 
Columbus Christmas 
potluck dinner three 

years ago. Our young-
est daughter, Julia, was 

the winner. She was 
only four at the time 
and was so proud of 
"her" Nativity set.—

Teresa Kidarsa 

Dahmen family 
     Mom and Dad 
started putting up their 
crib in the '70s. It has 
been up every single 
year since. 
     Every grandchild has 
had the opportunity to 
be a live crib character 
when they were infants 
and young children. 
     The St. Bernard's 
Sunday and Monday 
night CCD classes 
would walk to my 
parent's house on North 
Avenue in December to 
view the crib and Mom 
would hand out candy 
canes. The CCD kids 
would sing a number of 
songs around the crib. 
     The Choir People on the side of the crib were gifted to my 
parents by our neighbors, Mart and Verna Haberland. Verna was 
an organist for St. Bernard's in the '50s and '60s and instrumental 
in the development of the adult choir.  
     Dad (Greg Dahmen pictured above) used to put up the crib 
alone or with the help of a few grandchildren. Now that he is 
older the family tradition is that everyone gathers at his house 
the Sunday after Thanksgiving to put the crib up and share a 
meal. We have it down to a pretty exact science with everyone 
knowing their specialty contribution. 
     More than anything the Dahmen crib has kept us grounded in 
the meaning of Christmas, the coming of the Christ Child and 
the importance of faith. My parents taught us that our faith was 
one of the greatest gifts we could receive.—Sheila Hibner   

Neisen family  
     This Nativity set has been part of the Melvyn and Clara    
Niesen family for over 40 years.   
     All nine children, 
plus their parents 
received one of these 
sets at a Niesen 
family Christmas 
gathering.   
     The cribs were all 
handmade by our 
father, Melvyn, and 
our brother Greg.   
     Greg's wife, 
Nancy, hand painted 
all of the 
figurines. As each set 
has 20 figurines, 
Nancy hand painted 
200 figurines!  
     We cherish the memory of that first Christmas when we 
received the Nativity set and look forward to sharing it each 
year with our children and grandchildren. —Gladys (Niesen) 
Simon and Sam Simon 

This is my Nativity set. 
It is special to me be-

cause my grandparents 
made it. Grandpa 

carved everything out 
while Nana painted 
what he had carved. 

I’ve had it since I was 
very little, I can’t re-
member a Christmas 
without it. They also 

made one for my sister 
and all my cousins. —

Hannah  
Aeschlimann 

      
     When I was a young child, the Advent wreath and Nativity 
scene were the first to be set up in preparation for Christmas.  
     Usually a week or two before Christmas, my mother would 
take out the very delicate porcelain Nativity scene with the crib.     
     After my dad had the crib put together, each of us kids chose 
one or two of the statues to set up at the crib site. Of course, we 
all wanted Baby Jesus.  
     On Christmas Eve, my dad got out our super 8 movie     
camera and recorded each of us appearing from youngest to 
oldest kneeling with praying hands in front of the crib, until we 
were all kneeling before baby Jesus. We would gather for this 
ritual after supper, when we were all in our pajamas and ready 
for bed.—Georgine Jacobs 
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When the kids left home, I looked around 
(for) a good quality crib that would stand 
up to the children playing with them. So, I 
built them with each a different design 
and with starlight rays coming out. 
            —John Buechner,   
         pictured with his family below right.  

A Nativity for every room in the house, including the kitchen 
     Parishioner Mary B. Good said she has 
several unique Nativity sets in metal, pa-
pier mache and a “very unique” paper 
nativity created by famed artist Ted Naos, 
who was a professor of art at Catholic 
University of America. 
     But her “super, super unique” Nativity 
is one that she created last year, because 
she did not have access to her Christmas 
decorations. 
     “The kitchen Nativity (is) a collage 
created last year when I couldn’t get ac-
cess to my decorations closet because of 
Covid,” she said.  
     “I think it’s a brilliant idea that anyone 
could do. (It is) especially a fun idea for 
the kids in the family!”      
     Good said she gathered items from her 
kitchen cabinets to make the Nativity.  
     “I used bottles of food dye to represent 
Mary and Joseph, a bed of broken up raw 
spaghetti for Jesus’ straw bedding, other 
chocolate candy bottles for the wise men 
(and) cotton balls for sheep.” 
     A Christmas card of Bethlehem village 
was used as her background. 

     “I hope you can use the do-it-yourself 
kitchen Nativity idea!” she said. “It could 
be a yearly project!” 
     It is easy to go to the store and buy a 
Nativity set, but it is so much more fun to 
create one at home with your family or 
friends. 

     Pictured left are a few of the kitchen 
items that Good used for her Nativity.   
     Other unique items that can be used 
include: wooden spoons; clay pots; thread 
spools, clothes pins, toilet paper rolls; 
outdoor pavers; birch logs, oyster shells, 
popsicle sticks and even paper plates.       
     The kids might also enjoy making a 
Nativity with their favorite toys or build-
ing blocks.  
     Once you have your nativity in place, 
take a few moments alone or with your 
family to reflect on the scene.  
     During these few moments of quiet,  
imagine the cool damp of an animal sta-
ble, the earthy smell of hay and feed, and 
the crisp night air blowing in softly.  
     Imagine kneeling beside an exhausted, 
joyful mother and a relieved, protective 
father.  
     Imagine an infant wrapped in cloth 
scraps held out to your open arms.  
     Imagine holding the infant Jesus.   
     And as his eyes meet yours, welcome 
into your heart the greatest gift of Christ-
mas! 
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Knights lift veil of secrecy from initiation ceremony 

Above photo: The men 
participating in the new 
Exemplification ceremony 
held by Knights of Colum-
bus Council #4549 here on 
Oct. 31, included from left 
to right: Fr. Brian Wilk, 
council chaplain; Joe Gad-
bois, John Doll, Jim Jor-
dan, Mike Breunig, Devan 
Louis and Mike Petterson. 
Right photo: Mark Mi-
senheimer pins Jim Jordan. 
Far right photo: Current 
KC members congratulate 
their new Brother Knights 
after the ceremony. Below 
photo: Adrian Kidarsa 
describes the importance of 
“charity” to all those in 
attendance. 

     Last year, the Knights of Columbus 
(KC) Supreme Council Board of Direc-
tors approved a new ceremony to be used 
by KC councils around the world. 
     The Exemplification of Charity, Unity 
and Fraternity allows all three degrees to 
be conferred in a single ceremony with 
no more secrecy requirement.  
     KC members, who had not yet at-
tained the second and third degree, par-
ticipated in the ceremony here at St. Ber-
nard on Oct. 31, including Joe Gadbois, 
John Doll, Jim Jordan, Mike Breunig, 
Devan Louis and Mike Petterson. 
     “You and your family are an integral 

part of this ceremony that further instructs 
the Knights to be Catholic men,” said Tim 
Bergs of KC Council #4549.       
     “We are Catholic men where charity is 
at the heart of our work and faith; but the 
lessons on unity and fraternity helps bind 
us together as Knights.  
     “Knights share a desire to be better 
men and neighbors in our community and 
church.” 
     Family members, friends and parish-
ioners were invited to the ceremony, 
which was a “wonderful witness to your 
dedication to be a Knight of Columbus 
member,” said Bergs.  
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Our Children 
Professing Christ the King! Teens confirmed in Holy Spirit 

Twelve St. Bernard students, pictured here with Bishop Donald J. Hying of the Diocese of Madison, celebrated their Confirmation 
on Nov. 21 at St. Francis Xavier in Cross Plains. They included (saint’s name in bold): Amelia Katherine Davey; Andrew Joseph 
Forslund; Bryce Mark Hodson; Ethan Francis Hurley; Cole Thomas Novak; Benjamin Peter Pralat; Daniel Pier Giorgio Shulla; Syd-
ney Joan Schultz; Samantha Josephine VonRuden; Nolan Matthew Waldorf; Riley Mary Werlein; Ashlyn Lucy Zutter. Please pray 
for them as they continue their faith journey. 

By Kathleen Teodoro 
     The journey to Confirmation was not 
what any of these teenagers or their fami-
lies imagined.  
     The pandemic cheated them out of time 
together in service, in the classroom, on 
retreat – even at Mass for a portion of the 
year!  
     But those challenges make their wit-
ness more powerful. How fitting, then, 
that they celebrated Confirmation on the 
Feast of Christ the King!  
     Consider the five promises that each 
stood and proclaimed with their peers 
from St. Francis Xavier and St. Peter and 
St. Martin’s parishes.  
     I renounce Satan, and all his works, 
and all his empty promises. Teens are 
always tempted to put other things before 
their faith formation. But this year? There 
were so many “good” excuses!  
     At a time when many people really did 
have to make tough decisions about partic-
ipation (e.g., postponing weddings, miss-
ing funerals, etc.), I am sure Satan used 
the opportunity to whisper empty promis-
es about making up for lost time on sports 
or in school or with friends.  
     How fortunate we are that these young 
people turned their eyes toward Jesus in-
stead. 
     I believe in God, the Father al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
What a difficult time to ask a young per-

son to learn to defend the faith.  
     So often today, if you try to engage in 
a discussion about Truth, the conversa-
tion will be shut down completely by 
someone shouting, “Well who’s to say! 
That’s just your opinion!” End stop. No 
more discussion.  
     But these young people already know 
that life is not just about their opinions.  
     They have seen the fallibility of hu-
man plans, and they’ve experienced loss 
and hardship that is difficult for any hu-
man to understand.  
     Today they chose to trust the plans of 
our loving and almighty Father.  
     I believe in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered death and was 
buried, rose again from the dead and 
is seated at the right had of the Father. 
So many voices lobby for teenagers’ 
attention. Advertisers, influencers, celeb-
rities, false prophets – there is no short-
age of “leaders” ready to guide them.  
     It takes great courage to spurn these 
cultural leaders, especially for those who 
rely on social media for a sense of be-
longing.  
     Dissention can get you canceled, 
completely cut-off from the community 
you know. Yet these teenagers stood and 
proclaimed Jesus Christ their King! 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who came upon 

the Apostles at Pentecost and today is 
given sacramentally in Confirmation.  
     Explaining the Trinity can seem a 
daunting task, and yet what could be easi-
er than Love? The perfect and powerful 
Love that flows between Father and Son.  
     How lucky we are as Catholics to re-
ceive that Love so lavishly in Confirma-
tion.  
     As Bishop Hying reminded us, it is 
tempting to settle for less than we were 
created for.  
     We look for satisfaction or meaning 
from the finite world, but even good 
things, like succeeding in school and serv-
ing those in need, can’t provide true, last-
ing happiness.  
     I believe in the holy Catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and life everlasting. What a 
joy it was to celebrate together as a com-
munity of faith!  
     The masks we wore during Mass were 
a potent reminder not to take that gift 
lightly, but they also underscored the en-
during nature of our Church. We are part 
of something bigger than any pandemic!  
     And now that these 12 full members of 
our parish have been sealed with the Holy 
Spirit, they are challenged to proclaim the 
Gospel everywhere. And we need them.  
     Let us all pray that they continue to 
respond to God’s call with a loud, “I do!” 
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Calendar of upcoming events at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
 
December     January     February 
1 - Luke House Meal Program  1 - New Year’s Day   2 - Luke House Meal Program 
1 - Family of Faith Night  5 - Luke House Meal Program  2 - Family of Faith Night 
2 - SVdP Meeting   5 - Family of Faith Night  2 - RCIA 
4-5 - Giving Tree, KC Magnet Sale 6 - SVdP Meeting   3 - SVdP Meeting 
8 - Prayer Shawl Meeting  11 - KC Officer’s Meeting  8 - KC Officer’s Meeting 
8 - An Hour with Jesus   12 - Prayer Shawl Meeting  9 - Prayer Shawl Meeting 
11-12 - SVdP Cookie Sale  12 - An Hour with Jesus   9 - An Hour with Jesus 
12 - Confirmation Meeting  17 - CMC Meal Program  14 - St. Valentine’s Day 
14 - KC Christmas Party  18 - Human Needs Meeting  15 - Human Needs Meeting 
20 - CMC Meal Program  19 - Creation Care Meeting  16 - Creation Care Meeting 
21 - Human Needs Meeting  25 - KC Council Meeting  21 - CMC Meal Program 
22 - Advent Small Group  26 - RCIA    22 - KC Council Meeting 
28 - KC Council Meeting       

 
 If you do not receive Fr. Brian’s 
weekly email, please contact 
Barb Harrington at 831-6531 to 
add your email to our list.  
In our changing environment, 
Fr. Brian sends updates to our 
schedule as well as making other 
important announcements. 


