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MONSIGNOR LEDERER COUNCIL 4549  
Middleton, WI 

September 2021 

Holy Father’s Intention: An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle - We pray that we all will make courageous 

choices for a simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young people who are resolutely committed 

to this. 

Chaplain’s Message: Brother Knights:  Do you know that the Church is still in the midst of the Year of St. Joseph.  This 

is a good time for all of us, particularly fathers, to open your hearts to St. Joseph. 

As Pope Francis has written,” Each of us can discover in St. Joseph - the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and 

hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble.”  Joseph sounds like a great faith and family 

model to me.     

Though this year of St. Joseph is winding down, there is still plenty of time to learn from and about the man who lived a 

life of virtue and selfless care for others.  He was devoted to our Lord and to Mary.  Again, Joseph is a model for our 

challenging times. 

There is a great article about St. Joseph and how he was emulated in the lives of some St. Bernard parishioners in the 

upcoming edition of our parish newsletter – The Bee.  It would be worthwhile reading for all of the Knights. 

St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church, pray for us.  Fr. Brian 

Financial Secretary Notes:  In continuation of last month’s newsletter about the Faith in Action programs of Faith, 

Family, Community, and Life that are promoted by our Supreme council, in this issue I would like to highlight the Life 

activities. The Knights of Columbus vigorously defends the dignity of each human being at every stage of life.  In the 

coming year our council with your support will begin to initiate some of these featured programs recommended by the 

Supreme Council. Your help to support these programs are an important part of your membership in your local council. In 

the past year our council has helped fund Ultrasound campaigns in our state. 

LIFE ACTIVITIES 

a. Special Olympics - direct contributions to local, state, and national events. 

b. Marches for Life - direct contributions to local, state, and nation marches. 

c. Ultrasound Initiative - direct contributions to the purchase and placement of Ultrasound machines for crisis pregnancy 

centers. 

d. Pregnancy Support - direct contributions to donations, diapers, supplies, baby showers, birthright, etc. 

e. Christian Refugee Relief - direct contributions to aid provided to refugee relief, Solidarity Crosses. 

f. Memorials to Unborn Children - direct contributions to purchases, fund raisers, donations, construction, etc. 

g. Miscellaneous Life Activities - all other disbursements not outline above relating to Life Activities. 

God Bless, Tim. 

Announcement:  Our council will be leading the rosary before all the weekend Masses during the month of October as 

the church celebrates the month of the Holy Rosary. One of the pledges we all took when becoming a member of the 

Knights of Columbus was to say the rosary as often as we can. Here is an opportunity for all our members to live our faith 

within our parish. See the Council News section for details. 

Announcement:  Help build up our council. We will be hosting a membership drive at all the Masses the weekend of 

October 9-10 at St Bernard.  We need 5 or 6 knight ambassadors to hand out prayer cards to parishioners before Mass 

and collect information cards after Mass. You would need to come 30 minutes before Mass time as people will be arriving 

early to say the rosary with the knights. See the Council News section for details. 
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 Formed: (Suggestions)  

If you don’t have an account, go to https://formed.org/ and click on 

“SIGN UP”.  Click on “I belong to a Parish or Organization”.  Type 

“St Bernard” in the search box and click on “St Bernard 2015 

Parmenter Street Middleton WI”.  Click on “Next”.  Enter your 

name and e-mail address and click on “Sign Up”.  

Once you have an account, click on “Sign In”.  Enter your e-mail 

address.  Formed will send a link to your e-mail.  Click on it to 

finish logging in.   

Council News 

Council Meeting: Our next meeting will be Tuesday, September 28, at 7 PM. 

Rosary for Life: We will pray our rosary before the September meeting.  It will start in the Chapel at 6:30 PM. 

October Rosary: October is a Marian month, the month of the Rosary.  To honor her, knights will be leading the 
Rosary before every weekend Mass.  We did this during the other Marian month last May.  It was well received by 
the parish.  We need knights to volunteer to lead the prayers.  You will start about 30 minutes before Mass starts so 
that we can be done about 10 minutes before Mass starts.  A script will be provided.  You will lead from the pew, not 
the rostrum.  To reserve your Mass(es), go to the signup genius site 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084cabaa28a1fc1-kcledrosary1 .  If you have questions, contact Tim at 
tbergs@charter.net or 608-393-4856. 

Family Supper: As part of the change in how St Bernard provides faith formation to our children, they will be holding 
Family Faith nights once a month.  Families will meet at the parish for a communal meal.  They will then spend time 
in faith formation as families before breaking into two groups, adults and children.  The parish has asked groups to 
volunteer to provide meals for a month(s).  We will be doing that on Wednesday, October 6.  We will be grilling 
hamburgers/hotdogs as well as side dishes.  The meal starts at 5:30 PM.  We will need volunteers to help cook, 
serve, and cleanup.  Cooking could include providing a side dish.  Let me know if you can help. 

Membership Drive: We are in desperate need of new members.  There will be a membership drive the weekend of 
October 9/10.  We need 5 knights at each Mass that weekend who can provide a prayer card to families as they 
enter and collect contact information after Mass.  Because of the Rosary, you will need to be at Mass about 30 
minutes early.  Knights should wear their KC shirt that weekend.  Contact Tim at tbergs@charter.net or 608-393-
4856 to let him know which Mass you can help at. 

Exemplification: We will be performing an exemplification ceremony to initiate all the new members we get through 
our drive.  It will be in the church at noon on Sunday, October 31.  This ceremony will also be a great time for our 1st 
and 2nd degree nights to complete their journey to full knighthood.  This is the new format which combines all three 
degrees into one ceremony.  It takes less than an hour.  And family members are encouraged to attend.  All 
members should try to attend to show their support.  Please wear you KC shirts. 

Memorial Mass/Christmas Party: We plan to combine our Memorial Mass and Christmas Party this year.  They will 
be on Tuesday, December 14.  Mass will start in the church at 5:30 PM followed by the Christmas Party in the school 
basement.  There will be food and fun.  Supper will be a potluck.  Both the Mass and party will be open to the parish. 

Upcoming Parish Events 

Hour with Jesus: The next Hour with Jesus will be Wednesday, October 13, starting at 7 PM in the church. 

Anointing Mass: The annual Anointing Mass will be on Tuesday, October 19, starting at 4:30 PM in the church. 

Hying Mission: If you missed, or want to revisit, the three mission nights by Bishop Hying, recordings can be found at 

the parish web site under the live streaming page. https://stbmidd.org/live 

Mass: The parish is live streaming all Masses.  Go to https://stbmidd.org/live.  Masses are also recorded, so you can 

view them at any time. 

Bulletin: Current and past bulletins are available on-line.  To access them, go to https://stbmidd.org/bulletins-1. 

McGivney Prayer: 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael 

McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. 

Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his 

commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to 

greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask 

that you glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, 

grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer Requests 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 

Dick Horan and Family, Jim and Carol Faren, Bob Faren, 

Kevin Laufenberg, Cletus Schey, Jerry Denruiter, and the 

Parish Prayer Chain (https://stbmidd.org/prayer-chain-

network-1) 

Link to latest Knightline: 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/news-

room/knightline/archive.html 

Web Page: Remember to check out the KC 4549 web 

page on our parish’s site.  See the link in the 

masthead. 

For all the science nerds - A man drives a train in Bulgaria. One day, he falls asleep driving and runs over someone 

walking on the tracks. Well, his case goes to court, and he gets the death sentence for murder.  So, he’s on death row 

and the executioner approaches him.  “What would you like for your last meal?”  “I would like a banana please.”  The 

executioner thinks it’s weird, but shrugs and gives him a banana. The guy eats his banana, waits a while, and gets 

strapped into the electric chair.  When they flip the switch, nothing happens! In Bulgaria, such an act of divine 

intervention means you get released. 

A few months go by, and the train driver has been working for a new company. Well, old habits die hard, and he falls 

asleep again, killing 2 people this time. The court has no patience for recklessness, so he ends up on death row again. 

After a while, the same executioner from last time approaches him.  “You again? Dang! What do you want this time?”  

“Two bananas please.”  The executioner shrugs and hands him two bananas. A bit weird, but whatever. There’s no 

way he can cheat death twice! But, when they flip the switch, nothing happens again. The train driver walks a second 

time. 

Some time passes, and the executioner is very busy. After another few months, the same dude shows up, apparently 

having run over 3 people with a train. Exacerbated, the executioner approaches him for the third time.  “Let me guess. 

Three bananas?”  “Actually yes! How did you know?”  “Too bad! This has gone on long enough. No more bananas! 

Today you fry.”  So, the train driver gets strapped into the chair with no last meal. But, when they flip the switch, nothing 

happens again.  “I don’t get it,” says the executioner. “I didn’t let you eat any bananas!” 

“It’s not the bananas.” Sighed the prisoner. “I’m a very bad conductor.” 

Contact: Questions, suggestions - Contact Mark at mark.misenheimer.wi@gmail.com or 608-239-2319.  

Address Update: Remember, if your e-mail address changes please let me know.  Also, make sure I have not been 

added to your spam list. 

 
Field Agent’s Report: 

Some events are the harbinger of the change in seasons:  swallows returning to Capistrano, opening day for major 

league baseball, kids getting out of school for summer vacation (and then school shopping in August!), football season 

in the fall with Halloween and Thanksgiving and finally ending the year with a Christmas celebration. 

One harbinger of September that has been like clockwork over the past number of years is our Knights of Columbus 

Fraternal Survey.  It’s my chance to stay in touch with you, see what’s changed in your life and let you know I am here 

to be of service. 

Just like last year the survey can be completed online; simple, fast, and confidential. 

I’m sure that as you look through the survey you might find a block to check; a subject you’d like some information on.  

Maybe you’ve been thinking about your life insurance and other benefits at work…are they adequate?  Do I get to keep 

my group life insurance when I move to another job?  Maybe you’re thinking about a relative that’s had a long term care 

event and all the agony and worry that entails.  Maybe it’s time to get serious about retirement. 

Perhaps you have some products and you need service—a change of beneficiary or owner…or maybe you’ve moved 

and we need to update your contact information.  Any of these can be addressed if you complete the survey.   

In my travels around the area I often run into people who know the Knights of Columbus from our good works in the 

parish or community, our disaster response, support for Special Olympics and our prolife efforts.  But very few of them 

know that we are a life insurance company…and we make no bones about that.  After all Fr. McGivney saw that 

protecting our families was one of the two key reasons he brought those New Haven men together in the basement of 

St. Mary’s in1882.  

“No doubt Father McGivney was motivated by the wish to keep young Catholics from entering the ranks of condemned 

secret societies and by the need to protect families during sickness and death.” (Faith and Fraternalism, The History of 

the Knights of Columbus 1882-1982; Christopher J. Kauffman, pg.17) 

Unite men of faith and protect our families.  Our Order has been faithful to that mission for 139 years. With the 

beatification of Blessed Michael McGivney I feel a renewed zeal to invite men to join the Order to reap those benefits of 

Unity, Charity and Fraternity.  I am just as zealous to help protect Catholic families. Tempus fugit, memento mori! 

Vivat Jesus!  William Donohoe, Field Agent, william.donohoe@kofc.org, (608)556-3568, (608)497-0011. 
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Calendar of Events:   

Sep 28 6:30 PM Rosary for Life (Chapel) 

Sep 28 7:00 PM Council meeting (Parish School Basement) 

Oct 1-31  Rosary before all weekend Masses 

Oct 6 5:30 PM Family Faith Night meal 

Oct 9-10  Membership Drive all weekend Masses 

Oct 12 7:00 PM Officer meeting (Parish School Basement) 

Oct 13 7:00 PM Hour with Jesus 

Oct 19 4:30 PM Anointing Mass (Church) 

Oct 26 6:30 PM Rosary for Life (Chapel) 

Oct 26 7:00 PM Council meeting (Parish School Basement) 

Oct 31 12:00 PM Exemplification (Church) 

Nov 9 7:00 PM Officer meeting 

Nov 10 7:00 PM Hour with Jesus 

Dec 8 7:00 PM Hour with Jesus 

Dec 14 5:30 PM Memorial Mass/Christmas Party 

Jan 11, 2022 7:00 PM Officer meeting 

Jan 25 6:30 PM Rosary for Life (Chapel) 

Jan 25 7:00 PM Council meeting 


