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Higgins Hall dedication 
set for Jan. 8 with bishop 

Celebrating 15 years 

Karina Consuelo Ledesma, pictured here with Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, celebrated her quinceañera at a 
Mass with family and friends from around the 
country in attendance on Nov. 19 here at St. Bernard 
Parish. She is the daughter of Roberto and Wendy 
Ledesma of Verona. See more photos on page 11. 

Parishioners dive 
‘Into the Deep’ plans 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     St. Bernard parishioners added a new word to their vocabu-
lary in early November: pastorate. 
     A pastorate is an organization or body consisting of multiple 
parishes.  
     And according to “Into the Deep” plans published by the 
Diocese of Madison on Nov. 7, our proposed pastorate will in-
clude St. Martin Parish in Martinsville, St. Peter Parish in Ash-
ton, St. Mary Parish in Pine Bluff and St. Francis of Assisi Par-
ish in Cross Plains beginning in July. 
     “Given the eight takeaways and the entire reality report, it is 
obvious that the status quo is not sustainable,” said Fr. Brian. 
“We are facing some significant challenges, which requires a 
significant and bold new solution.” 
     Public comment on these new pastorates will be open until 
Dec. 11.  
     After public comment closes, Bishop Donald J. Hying will 
review and approve the new pastorate model, which in his 
words, will help us to accomplish “this daunting, necessary, but 
hope-filled task of recalibrating our resources to (better) match 
the mission of Jesus Christ.”  
     The pastors for all the new pastorates will be announced 
with the priest assignments in March. 
           Continued on page 4   

     The dedication of the new parish center, which was recently 
named Higgins Hall, is still tentatively scheduled for Jan. 8, 
2023 with Bishop Donald J. Hying of the Diocese of Madison 
presiding. 
     Msgr. Joseph P. Higgins took over for Msgr. Ferdinand 
Mack, the parish’s first pastor, in 1981.  
     Higgins built the first parish center between the church and 
the Religious Education Center in 1985. He retired in 2002.  
     The highlights for the 3,5000-square foot renovated space 
include: a gathering space; kitchen renovation; a serving area; 
restrooms; a terraced front garden; a new doorway intot he 
church; and a glass wall looking out into the garden between the 
parish center and the church. 



The Bee 
 
Publisher: Rev. Br ian Wilk 
Editor: Ellen Krenke 
Contributors: Rev. Br ian Wilk, Ellen 
Krenke, Laura Angle, Geno Finn and 
LaVonne Kadrmas. 
 
“The Bee” is a quarterly publication  
of St. Bernard Catholic Church. 

2       The Bee                         Winter 2022 
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2022 Advent and Christmas season schedule 

 
Reconciliation Schedule 

Private Confessions 
Saturday, Dec. 3              3:45-4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 6              5-6 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 10              3:45-4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 13             6:30-8 p.m. (Two priests available.) 
Saturday, Dec. 17                         3:45-4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 21             6-7 p.m. 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve, Saturday, Dec. 24               4 p.m., 6 p.m., 9 p.m. 
Christmas Day, Sunday, Dec. 25                 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 

Advent: Leave the darkness behind 
     We are happy to present this most 
current edition of the St. Bernard’s 
newsletter – the Bee.   
     We hope you find it to be of interest.  
Please share it 
with others!  
     We are now in 
a new liturgical 
year and into the 
holy season of 
Advent.   
     The chief func-
tion of the season 
of Advent is to 
prepare us for 
Christmas.   
     However, to 
understand Christ-
mas we have to start at the beginning – 
with the history of salvation. 
     God’s plan of salvation is centered in 
Christ and realized through him.   
     Advent looks back at the promise of 
his first coming, when that plan was 
announced.  
     In addition, it looks forward to his 
second coming, when that plan will 
reach its complete fulfillment.   
     It is truly a season of the light of 
Christ.   
     We need to strive to walk in the light.  
The light of truth and life, the light of 
holiness and grace, the light of justice, 
love and peace.   
     As we move through the season the 
lights gets brighter, as evidenced by our 
Advent wreaths. 
     It would be wonderful if at the end of 
Advent we could all say that we left 
some form of darkness behind. That we 
allowed the light of Christ to shine into 
some area of our lives where darkness 
previously reigned.   
     Then we will be ready to meet the 

Lord, the Lord of light and the Lord in 
whose presence no form of darkness can 
exist.  
     I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone 
who provided feed-
back concerning 
the Into the Deep 
initiative.   
     As we move 
forward with the 
final model and as 
priest assignments 
take shape, I will 
keep you informed 
and up-to-date.    
     Change is hard, 
but with hearts 

open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, 
we will move forward as individuals, 
parishes and as the Diocese of Madison. 
     Please be aware of the schedules for 
Reconciliation during Lent and for 
Christmas Mass times.   
     Have a blessed Advent season.  
     May Christ’s light continue to grow 
brighter in your lives, Fr. Brian 

 
Advent Lectio groups 

 
     Advent is a time to prepare our hearts 
to welcome Jesus at Christmas.  
     Dive into the beautiful Advent Sun-
day Gospel readings in one of two Lectio 
Divina groups.  
     Fr. Brian will lead a group on Fridays  
from 9-10 a.m., Dec. 2-23.       
     Laura Angle will lead a group on 
Mondays from 6:30-8 p.m., Nov. 28 
through Dec. 19.  
     Both groups will meet in the parish 
library. All are welcome! 
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     Then we read the passage to understand the basic meaning 
and context.  
     Next, we reflect by noticing what jumps out at us, what ques-
tions are sparked, what emotions are evoked or how our imagi-
nation places us into the scene.  
     We have a conversation with God on what stood out and how 
it relates to our lives, allowing our thoughts to flow naturally and 
bringing them before God with sincerity.  
     Then we respond by thanking God for any insights we gained 
and commit to any changes or actions that resulted from our time 
of prayer, and we take a moment to rest silently with God before 
ending our prayer. 
     One simple passage can lead us in so many directions, such 
that Scripture is an endless source of conversation with God. 
     Take, for example, the story of Zacchaeus climbing a tree to 
see Jesus and Jesus calling him down to eat at his place (Luke 
19:1-10).  
     One time, it may strike you that Jesus changed His plans to  
                                                                   Continued on page 7 

Lectio divina: Talking with God through the Scriptures 

Life is an adventure, don’t be afraid to say ‘yes’ to Jesus 
By Laura Angle 
     “It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and ap-
pointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain.” (John 15:16) 
     I recently returned from a two-week intensive school as part 
of my preparation to become a spiritual 
director.  
     Many people have asked me why I 
chose to go to school for spiritual direc-
tion. My answer is that I was called. 
     Our ultimate goal in life is to love 
and serve the Lord, to conform our wills 
to His, to become a saint.  
     We are each made in His image, but 
we are unique individuals with our own 
paths to sainthood.  
     Through the past few years, the Lord 
has been revealing to me each succes-
sive step along my individual path. 
     In 2017, I attended a “Called & Gift-
ed” workshop and learned about char-
isms or spiritual gifts, which are ways 
the Holy Spirit supernaturally empowers us to unleash Christ’s 
love on those around us.  
     They are gifts not meant to be kept to ourselves but meant to 
be used for the good of others.  
     Through a process of discernment, I discovered my charism 
of encouragement and began to see how the Holy Spirit uses me 
in powerful ways to bring hope to those who need a boost along 
their journey. 
     Over time, I learned to better hear the Holy Spirit’s prompt-
ings; I came to realize what joy I experienced in one-on-one 
conversations about faith; and I recognized how regular meet-
ings with my spiritual director caused great growth in my spir-
itual life.  
     As a result, I began pondering if I could use my charism of 
encouragement as a spiritual director. 
     Spiritual directors walk with individuals, guiding them to 
recognize God’s presence in their lives and how He is leading 
them. 
     I began to dream of spending my time in retirement as a spir-
itual director, feeling that at last I’d be free to pursue this type 
of ministry.  
     I brought this desire to my spiritual director, and he gently 

corrected me; if I felt called, I should not wait to respond.  
     There was a stirring of excitement in my heart at his words, 
but I didn’t know how I could fit classes into my already full 
schedule. I believed that if the Lord wanted it, He would make a 

way. 
     After this conversation in 2020, I 
started researching schools and certifica-
tion requirements that could fit in with 
my work.  
     In January 2021, I applied to a well-
respected school that is based in the spir-
ituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, which 
has greatly formed my prayer life.  
     I was admitted and spent a year and a 
half eagerly waiting to begin.  
     At long last, I flew to Florida on Oct. 
14, nervous but excited. 
     My two weeks in Florida included 
classes, daily Mass, adoration, confes-
sion, meals with other students, sunshine, 
spiritual direction, vulnerable sharing 

with a small group and practice sessions.  
     There wasn’t much free time! On top of our class schedule, 
we spent three hours each day in personal prayer.  
     Long periods of intense prayer helped me settle into silence 
and become more attuned to the Lord’s voice.  
     Throughout the whole trip, I had a strong sense of peace that 
I was exactly where the Lord wanted me to be. 
     My journey isn’t over, though. I have two more years of clas-
ses, prayer and practice before my dream will be realized.  
     I thank God for putting a desire on my heart and urging me 
forward to pursue it.  
     In aligning my will with His, I will be able to bring Him 
greater glory, using the unique combination of gifts and interests 
He gave me to enrich the lives of others and become the saint He 
created me to be. 
     Each of us is called to walk our own paths to sainthood.  
     By saying “yes” to what God has planned for our lives, we 
find greater fulfillment, purpose and joy.  
     The path forward unfolds over time, building on the strengths 
and interests He gave us to use for the benefit of others.  
     Life is an exciting adventure, walking side-by-side with Je-
sus. Don’t be afraid to say “yes!” 

By Laura Angle 
     Have you ever read a book twice and found it surprising how 
much more you got out of it the second time?  
     With more life experience and in a different season of life, 
different scenes can hit you more profoundly and you may be 
able to identify with different characters better. 
     This can happen on an even deeper level when we pray with 
the Bible. Scripture is the “living word” of God, so its depth is 
never exhausted.  
     Each time we read a passage, we come to it bringing our 
unique situations and concerns, and the Word meets us where 
we are. 
     Through an ancient practice called lectio divina, we can pray 
meaningfully with Scripture, allowing the “living word” to spark 
conversations with God. 
     The steps of lectio divina, as simplified by Evangelical Cath-
olic, are to prepare, read, reflect, respond and rest.  
     First, we settle ourselves into an awareness of God’s pres-
ence and ask that the Holy Spirit guide us in prayer.  



4      The Bee      Winter 2022  

INTO THE DEEP from page 1 
 
     Fr. Brian said planning among these parishes will probably 
begin once the priest assignments have been announced.  
     “We believe that this vision is attainable across our diocese if 
together we are willing to reimagine our parish structures and 
….embrace this new model for parish life,” said Fr. Brian.      
     Currently, there are 102 parishes in diocese and 135 churches 
plus parish buildings. 
     A parish is a community of the faithful in a geographic area 
within a diocese. 
     A church is a sacred building within a parish territory where 
people gather to celebrate. 
     A parish may have more than one church within their territo-
ry.  
     Under this new model, 102 parishes will become pastorates. 
There will be 29 pastorates or 29 groupings of parishes. 
     Each of these will be led by a pastor assisted by one or more 
parochial vicars depending on the pastorate.  
     In addition to the priests, pastorate leadership will also in-
clude permanent deacons, parish staffs and parish volunteers 
working together to serve their parishioners. 
     Why 29? “It is driven by our data,” said Fr. Brian. “It pro-
jects a stable and sustainable model into the future to provide 
for the needs of the faithful.  
     “We don’t want to have to do this again in 10 years, because 
we weren’t bold enough now with our response.  
     “We want to achieve the goals that we already mentioned.” 
     If you have good ideas to contribute about this model, please 
share them with the diocese at intothedeepmadison.org.  
     “We will be looking for good ideas to improve the model to 
stop and reverse the declining trends brought out in our current 
reality report,” said Fr. Brian. 
     By the summer of 2024, parishes within each pastorate will 
merge into one canonical parish. 
     Following the pastorate mergers, each parish will have to 
discern at the local level which buildings and facilities are need-
ed in their mission of living out the Gospel and the mission of 
Jesus Christ, said Fr. Brian. 
     “They will all have to work together to unify groups with  
the goal of building a stronger Catholic community,” he said.  
     Fr. Brian said it was an arduous process, but it was well 
thought out and sets a vision for the future that we need to un-
dertake for the building up of the kingdom of God in the dio-
cese.       
     “The purpose is that we can all come together to follow Je-
sus, reclaim Sundays, evangelize others, engage youth, equip 
leaders and serve our neighbors both now and into the future.” 

Our proposed pastorate 
             

St. Martin of Tours Parish in Martinsville 
With 40 families, St. Martin’s congregation 
was one of the first churches to be designated 
as a “district” by Fr. A. Inama in the 1840s. 
 
 
St. Peter Parish and School in Ashton  

Over more than 150 years of history have contrib-
uted to our tradition of faith and community here in 
beautiful Ashton. Over the years things have 
changed, but the essentials have remained the 
same. Our faith in Jesus Christ has united us a 
Community of Believers that live, work and pray 
together.  

 
St. Mary Parish in Pine Bluff   
In the fall of 1852, Rev. Fr. Inama offered the first Holy Mass in 
Pine Bluff, at the home of John and Theresia 
Kalscheur. On Feb. 14, 1854, Christian and 
Gertrude (Scholl) Billstein, who emigrated 
from Cologne, Germany, deeded five acres of 
land to Bishop Henni for a Catholic church in 
Pine Bluff. In 1867, St. Mary got its first resi-
dent priest, Rev. Joseph Hamm.  
     As the decade of the 1850s came to a 
close, the parish prepared to build a stone 
church to replace the log structure, which was lost to fire. The 
50x30-foot building was erected at a cost of nearly $600. The 
new church building, along with a growing parish family, were 
strong signs that St. Mary of Pine Bluff was firmly embedded 
into the local landscape. What began as the dreams of pioneers 
from Ireland, Germany, Virginia and elsewhere was now the 
center of life for Catholics around Pine Bluff.  
 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish and School in Cross Plains  
Saint Francis Xavier Catholic Church was founded in 1853, and 

for the past 165 plus years we have 
served as the spiritual home for countless 
people both here in Cross Plains and the 
surrounding area. 
     "Inspired by the example of our pa-
tron, St. Francis Xavier, we are a com-
munity of Christian missionary disciples 
who seek to faithfully and lovingly share 
the life-changing good news of Jesus 
Christ with all those we encounter."  
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Our History 
St. Bernard parishioner involved in first ‘Broken Arrow’ 

Above photo: This is the inscription on 
the Schreier family monument in St.    
Bernard cemetery. 

Capt.  
Theodore  

F. Schreier 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     A monument erected at St. Bernard 
cemetery honors a former parishioner, who 
was involved in the world’s first atomic 
weapons accident, known as a “Broken 
Arrow” in the military.  
     Theodore F. Schreier was born in Jef-
ferson in Monroe County in 1915. He was 
the son of Fred and Frieda Schreier.  
     He graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison and served in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps in World War II.  
     After the war, Schreier returned to 
Madison and was flying for American Air-
lines. 
     “Post-war life seemed good as he and 
his wife Jean began civilian life in Madi-
son,” wrote John M. Clearwater, who au-
thored “Broken Arrow #1: The World’s 
First Lost Atomic Bomb.”  
     However, in 1947, Schreier was re-
called to active duty with the Armed Forc-
es Special Weapons Project. 
     His family thought he has flying 
transport planes.  
     But Schreier was training as a weapon-
eer, the air crew member responsible for 
arming a Mark IV atomic weapon. 
     On Feb. 13, 1950, Schreier was the co-
pilot of a Convair B-36 “Peacemaker,” an 
intercontinental bomber that took off from 
Eielson Air Force Base in Fairbanks, Alas-
ka.  
     “The (U.S.) military was preparing for a 
new era of nuclear warfare with its Cold 
War adversary,” and the training “flight 
was meant to replicate a bombing run on a 
major city in the Soviet Union,” according 
to an article by David Roos. 
     The 10,000-pound nuclear bomb was 
comparable in size to the “Fat Man” bomb 
dropped on Nagasaki in 1945.  
     It contained large amounts of uranium 
and conventional explosives, but it did not 
have a plutonium core to trigger a nuclear 
blast, Roos wrote. 
     The B-36 with a crew of 17 was set to 
fly a 5,500-mile route from Alaska to 
Montana to San Francisco (the target for 
the bomb) and then Carswell Air Force 
Base in Fort Worth, Texas. 
     Shortly after takeoff, ice began to accu-
mulate on the bomber’s fuselage and the 
three of the plane’s engines caught fire and 
had to be shut down. 
     The B-36 began to lose altitude at a rate 
of 500 fee per minute, writes Roos. 
     Capt. Harold Barry ordered the crew to 
off-load the bomb, but when Schreier hit 
the button to release the bomb, nothing 
happened.  
     He hit the button a second time, and the 

bomb bay doors opened releasing the 
Mark IV over the Pacific Ocean, where 
the explosives were detonated, according 
to the crew’s reports. 
     Barry then set the plane on autopilot 
toward the ocean, and the crew parachut-
ed over an island near British Columbia. 
     They later reported that the B-36 
cruised for about 200 miles veering off 
its course and crashed into Mt. Kologet. 
     The U.S. and Canadian militaries im-
mediately launched a search and rescue 
mission, and 12 of the 17 crew members 
were found alive. 
     Five crew members, including 
Schreier, were not found. 
     Dick Thrasher, who was a gunner on 
the aircraft, told the Fort-Worth Star Tel-
egram in 2012 that he believes high 
winds blew them into the ocean. 
     In 1953, the wreck of the B-36 was 
found in the mountains of British Colum-
bia.  
     That same year, a fisherman found a 
parachute and a boot containing human 
remains.   
     Not long afterward, the military held a 
group burial for the five missing Airmen 
at the Jefferson Barracks National Ceme-
tery in St. Louis. 
     “A theory surfaced that Schreier – 
who was the only pilot among the miss-
ing crew members, and the only one no-

body saw parachute out – had stayed with 
the plane and turned it around to the 
north,” according to an article by Doug 
Moe of the Wisconsin Journal Sentinel. 
     Fifty years later, an expedition that in-
cluded Clearwater and Canadian filmmak-
er Michael Jorgensen visited the crash site.  
     In his 2004 documentary, “Lost Nuke,” 
Jorgensen called Schreier a hero, because 
he believed Schreier was attempting to 
keep the weapons out of enemy hands.  
     Clearwater said in his book that the 
nuclear bomb was most likely not on board 
when the plane crashed based on the im-
pressive condition of the bomb shackle and 
the lack of bomb remains.  
     He also believes that Schreier bailed out 
and drowned along the four other missing 
crew members.  
     To date, no nuclear weapon has been 
recovered, and the crew’s testimony is the 
only evidence of the bomb’s fate.  
     In 2001, family members of the missing 
Airmen persuaded the Air Force to ex-
hume the casket at Jefferson Barracks to 
identify the remains using DNA testing. 
     The remains were sent to the Defense 
Department Central Identification Labora-
tory in Hawaii, but the results were incon-
clusive.  
     The testing was conducted again sever-
al years later. The bones belonged to Staff 
Sgt. Elbert W. Pollard.  
     His family buried his remains at San 
Francisco National Cemetery at the Presid-
io. 
     Unfortunately, Schreier’s remains have 
never been found.  
     Shortly after the plane went down in 
1950, his family erected a monument in 
honor of their son at St. Bernard cemetery. 
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SVdP conference welcomes new community member 
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By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Divine Sedzuro, a native of 
Ghana, has pursued a better educa-
tion his entire life. 
     It is a journey that has brought 
him here to the University of Wis-
consin in Madison, where he is 
working on a doctorate degree in 
applied medical research. 
     And it is here where he met 
Connie and Neal Bickler of the St. 
Bernard conference of the St. Vin-
cent de Paul (SVdP) Society. 
     “Coming here was not by mis-
take,” Sedzuro said. “God has 
planned it in advance so that I 
meet people like you. 
     “I know nobody when I was 
coming here. Now you are my 
family.” 
     Sedzuro talked about his long 
journey to Wisconsin at a SVdP 
meeting held here on Nov. 3. 
     In Ghana, Sedzuro was educated in Catholic schools and 
completed a bachelor’s degree. 
     “Everybody in Ghana, when they have their degree, a job and 
a family … they are ok. When I complete, I think there was a 
need … to move on.” 
     Unfortunately, his family could not support him in his quest 
for a master’s degree.  
     “The only way out was to look at God and to look at myself,” 
he said. 
     As one of the top students in his class, Sedzuro applied for a 
scholarship to study clinical diagnosis at a university in northern 
China and got it. 
     “That was the first time I left my country,” he said. 
     The food, the culture and the environment were new and dif-
ficult for him. 
     “Sometimes I feel like I have to quit, but God … has a plan 
for our lives. So, there is no way I could give up. God does not 
give us anything that we cannot handle … that is why God sent 
me there.”  
     In his first year at the university, he had to learn the Chinese 
language and then pass an exam to move on to the medical 
school.  
     With a lot of hard work, he was able to pass the exam after 
the first year. And In 2016, got his master’s degree.  
     Sedzuro then decided to work on a doctorate. He was offered 
another scholarship by the University of Science and Technology 
in China. 
     The scholarship paid for his education, but now he had a fam-
ily to care for. He met his wife, Hefei, while he was in China. 
And they had a son, Jordan, who is now almost two. 
     The $500 a month stipend was not enough for his family to 
live on, and “things started to be quite difficult,” Sedzuro said. 
     When he completed his studies, Sedzuro was told by his pro-
fessor that he should stay in China.  
     “I had been in China for 10 years,” he said. “I told him that I 
want to move on, but he doesn’t agree.” 
     The professor did not complete Sedzuro’s paperwork for 
graduation, so he had to stay for another year. 
     This year, Sedzuro again prepared for graduation.  

     “I told (the professor) I have to 
leave this year,” he said. “Things 
were too difficult for us. But on the 
last day, they told me that I could 
not graduate. I had to wait another 
year, (because of) a new rule that 
started this semester.” 
     Sedzuro did not feel that the 
“new rule” should apply to him 
because he came to the university 
in 2017. 
     “They were trying to keep me 
there,” he said.  
     So, he wrote an email stating his 
case and sent it to school and gov-
ernment officials. 
     The next day, the university 
president visited Sedzuro in the 
school laboratory, and “that is 
when things started to change,” he 
said.  
     “I started to pray, because I did-

n’t know what was going to happen. Only God could help.” 
     His prayers were answered, because he was told that he 
would be able to graduate and he received a scholarship from the 
University of Wisconsin. 
     His family returned to Ghana, and Sedzuro arrived here on 
Oct. 2. 
     He was relieved when he finally got to his new apartment in 
Middleton. “I thought I have nobody, but I have God,” he said. 
     He also had nothing in his apartment. “For the first week, I 
put my shirt on the ground, and I slept on that,” he said.  
     Sedzuro was anxious to make contact with his family in Gha-
na and his new supervisor at the university, but his Chinese cell 
phone would not work here. 
     At the cell phone store, he told the salesman that could not 
afford a new phone, so the salesman gave him one of his old 
phones. 
     “I took his contact (information),” Sedzuro said. “I go there 
just to say thank you to him. I was able to contact my supervisor, 
my family. And that is why I have two phones.” 
     One day, his Chinese neighbors heard him talking on his cell 
phone.  
     “When I was making a call, they heard I was speaking Chi-
nese. They came to me and were surprised, because they never 
saw a black man speaking Chinese. 
     “They were happy. They invited me to a dinner. They came to 
my room and gave me a bed sheet and an air conditioner. That is 
what I was using as my seat.” 
     Sedzuro also contacted a friend in Canada, who told him 
about the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
     “When I made that call, everything was beginning to change 
from that day,” he said. 
     “Connie and Neal called, and they came to me by the grace of 
God. They saw things for themselves.”  
     The Bicklers contacted SVdP’s Dig and Save thrift store in 
Madison, and they were able to pick up some furniture that day. 
     “The things were so heavy, but (Neal) carried them with me,” 
Sedzuro said. 
     The Bicklers told their small faith group about Sedzuro, and 
they volunteered to donate household goods to the family. 
                   Continued on page 8 

Pictured from left to right: Neal Bickler, Divine Sedzuro and 
Connie Bickler. 
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By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Parents of children with 
special needs know that Mass 
can be difficult.  
     It is noisy, the pews are 
cramped, and sometimes an 
hour is just too long. 
     For these reasons and oth-
ers, Jenna Ripp, our director of 
religious education for grades 
pre-kindergarten through fifth, 
met with parish families to 
discuss how to make the Mass 
less stressful for them. 
     “We just want to have a 
good faithful experience with 
the Eucharist for them in a 
way that meets their needs,” 
said Fr. Brian. “Mass can be 
difficult for the children and 
difficult for their families too.” 
     “And if we can ease that 
(discomfort) a little bit, why 
not?” Ripp said. 
     So, Fr. Brian agreed to hold 
a monthly Mass for the fami-
lies.   
     “It will be a quiet, no mu-
sic, no bells Mass with a real 
simple homily,” he said. “I 
plan to talk about God’s king-
dom, where we are all wel-

come.” 
     Michael and Lisa LaBisso-
niere appreciate the support 
of the parish. 
     Their son, Jacob, has an 
autism spectrum disorder and 
is especially sensitive to 
sound. 
     “I think (this new Mass) 
will be helpful,” said Mi-
chael.       
     “We can be in a comforta-
ble environment where Jacob 
doesn’t need to be anxious 
about bells or music or what-
ever will be the next unex-
pected sound.” 
     In his homily during the 
inaugural Mass for these fam-
ilies, Fr. Brian discussed the 
idea of perseverance and 
God’s presence with us from 
Luke’s Gospel.  
     “The Lord does hear the 
cry of the poor. Who are the 
poor? We are all the poor,” he 
said. “If we ever have any 
struggles in life … those chal-
lenges, God doesn’t abandon 
us. God is always there.  
     “Too often we abandon 
God. God has this great gift 

of fidelity, and He will never 
walk away from us.  
     “We have to keep running 
the race. We also have to live 
… the prayer life. 
     “Just to have that sense of 
being open to God and loving 
God and knowing that God 
loves us.  
     “It may not seem like it at 
times, but I honestly believe 
that God may not take all the 
pain out of our lives, but God 
will give us the grace to see it 
through. I think there is a 
very consoling message in 
that.  
     “So, just be open to the 
spirit. Run the race ... and try 
to seek that grace.  
     “If you have to sit at the 
side of the road and rest, do 
it. God will be there for you 
regardless of which direction 
you are going at that particu-
lar point in your life.” 
     After the Mass, parents 
told Fr. Brian that is was a 
very positive experience. 
     “It was great to attend 
Mass all together and sit up 
front, among other families, 

even with Jacob fidgeting and 
chatting,” said Lisa. “It felt 
like a place where we were 
completely accepted and com-
fortable.” 
     The best part, said Lisa, 
was going to Mass together as 
a family.  
     “Having a Mass when we 
can all be together and experi-
ence Mass as a family in an 
environment where we are not 
constantly on guard … and 
preparing for what will happen 
next … it was just a very 
peaceful and pleasant experi-
ence for us.” 
     Lisa said she hopes that the 
Mass will continue.  
     “I think lots of folks will 
benefit from this … not just 
the ones with kiddos like ours, 
but anyone who seeks out a 
peaceful, less stimulating Mass 
experience.  
     “And I hope there will be a 
lot of support for this going 
forward.” 
(For more information about 
this Mass, contact Jenna Ripp 
at jenna@stbmidd.org or 608-
829-5878.) 

Parish celebrates Mass for children with special needs 

Try giving the gift of giving to people with disabilities 
     Many people with disabilities are re-
membered especially during the season of 
Advent as needing our charity. 
     Families, parishioners and coworkers 
look for opportunities to buy gifts for 
those less fortunate, less healthy and less 
wealthy. 
     The able-
bodied become 
the designated 
“givers” and the 
disabled become 
the designated 
“receivers.” 
     However, we 
know that the act 
of giving benefits 
the one giving as well as the one receiv-
ing. 
     The ability to help others increases self
-worth and a feeling of belonging.  
     People with disabilities who are not 
able to independently shop for a present, 
volunteer at a soup kitchen or shovel a 
sidewalk for a neighbor may not have 
equal opportunities to be helpers. 
     They may not experience the good 
feelings derived from giving as often as 
their non-disabled peers. 

     This season try giving the gift of giv-
ing to someone with a disability.  
     Your gift of kindness will enable them 
a chance to experience the same satisfac-
tion that comes with heartfelt giving. 
     Here are some possibilities: 

 Take someone who doesn't drive 
Christmas shopping; 

 Address Christmas cards for some-
one who has difficulty writing; 

 Help a friend bake and deliver 
Christmas cookies to their neighbors; 

 Stand beside someone who may have 
difficulty ringing the bell for the Sal-
vation Army kettle drive; 

 Accept an offer for assistance, even 
though you prefer to work alone; 

 Ask someone who cannot attend Sun-
day Mass to pray for specific parish-
ioners in need; 

 Invite someone with a disability to 
volunteer for a parish ministry. 

(This article is from the Equal Access 
Ministry of the Diocese of Toledo.) 

EVANGELIZATION continued from page 3 
 
be with Zacchaeus and realize how much He would do for you too.  
     Another time, you may envision yourself climbing the tree and feel shocked and 
overwhelmed that Jesus calls your name.  
     Still another time, you many identify with Zacchaeus’ desire to make up for his 
sins and decide it’s time to go to confession.  
     Yet again, you may feel the grumbling of the crowd that a sinner is getting spe-
cial treatment and make a resolution not to judge others for their sins. 
     Scripture is layered with meaning, and through prayerful reflection, we find the 
ways God wants to speak into our lives.  
     If you’d like to give lectio divina a try, start with the Sunday Gospel readings.  
     The Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are rich with stories of Jesus’ teach-
ing and works, so they help us understand who He is and what message He wants us 
to hear. 
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2021 
Dorothy Hellenbrand – Nov. 20, 2021 
Patricia “Pat” Acker – Nov. 24, 2021 
Sam Daleo – Dec. 3, 2021 
Kristin “Kristie” Konsoer – Dec. 5, 2021 
Richard Hamann – Dec. 15, 2021 
Joan Bjelde – Dec. 30, 2021 

2022 
Anna Mae Simon – Jan. 22, 2022 
Eugene “Gene” Spindler – Feb. 3, 2022 
Wesley “Wes” Hemberger – Feb. 4, 2022 
Veronica “Ronnie” Weber–Feb. 12, 2022 

Francis “Frank” Spillman–Feb. 14, 2022 
Joseph Maly – Feb. 22, 2022 
Loretta Shea – March 6, 2022 
Donald Nachreiner – March 10, 2022 
June Denuiterr – March 25, 2022 
Frances “Faye” Roed – March 25, 2022 
James “Jim” Kelter – April 17, 2022 
Michael Esser – April 18, 2022 
Terrence McGovern–April 26, 2022 
Lynette “Lyn” Passini – April 27, 2022 
Camille Herkert – April 28, 2022 
Michael “Mike” Harrop – May 4, 2022 
Richard Brachman II – May 13, 2022 

John Connell – May 16, 2022 
Gliceria “Sing” Fuller – June 1, 2022 
Lucille Acker – June 9, 2022 
Paul Maly – July 8, 2022 
Mark Scheffer – July 25, 2022 
Mary Drucker – July 31, 2022 
Judith “Judy” Faren – Aug. 20, 2022 
John Jensen – Aug. 20, 2022 
Gregory Dahmen – Sept. 3, 2022 
Ester Botting – Sept. 10, 2022 
Raymond Laufenberg – Sept. 23, 2022 
Marian Ziegler - Oct. 9, 2022 
Carolyn Ziegler - Oct. 23, 2022 

List of St. Bernard’s deceased from November 2021 to October 2022 

SVdP to host Cookie Extravaganza 
 
     The St. Bernard Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul will hold their annual cookie extravaganza after all Masses 
on Dec. 10-11 in the lower level of the Religious Education 
Center. 
     Deliver your cookies starting at 2:30 p.m., Dec. 10 or before 
any of the Masses on Dec. 10-11. 
     If you are unable to make cookies, please plan to visit the 
sale and buy a plate of your favorite treat!  
     All proceeds will support St. Bernard’s neighbors in need. 

Our People 
St. Bernard celebrates birthdays throughout the year 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Birthdays are special. 
     In December, we celebrate the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
     And throughout the year, St. Bernard 
celebrates the birthdays of its senior pa-
rishioners with a birthday card signed by 
Fr. Brian and Kevin Laufenberg, the par-
ish pastoral associate. 
     “It is our small way of acknowledging 
the many years of dedication and support 
that they have devoted to our parish,” said 
Fr. Brian. “We need them as much as they 
need us.” 
     Each month, Barb Harrington, our office manager, sends out 
an average of 10 cards to parishioners who are 85 years of age 
or older. 
     “They love it,” said Harrington. “We do get a response from 
them.  
     “We got a great response in August from Ernest Clausen (the 
owner of Clausen’s Bakery in Middleton), who literally came in 
the door with it crunched up in his left hand.  
     “He was waiving it at us saying: ‘Thank you so much for this 

birthday card!’” 
     Harrington said the card led to a rela-
tionship with Clausen. 
     “It was good for us, because then we 
were able to connect with him,” she said. 
“He ended up coming back (to the office) 
a couple more times with free chocolate 
and telling us about great moments from 
his life story.” 
     Unlike Clausen, many of the people 
who receive the cards are either home-
bound or in assisted living facilities. 
     “But with all of our mailings for that 
age group, the mailings for Advent or for 

Easter, they are very touched,” said Harrington. “I will get an 
email or a phone call from them.  
     “So, it just brings a little bit of the Holy Spirit into their 
home.” 
     Harrington said she would like to consider dropping the age 
to 80 and maybe expanding to include cards for wedding anni-
versaries. 
     No one on the staff knows exactly when this program was 
started, and there are no plans to end it any time soon. 
 

SVDP continued from page 6 
     And since his apartment is now fully equipped for a family, 
Sedzuro said his wife and son will be able to come to Wisconsin 
from Ghana in November.  
     He thought it would take up to a year before he would be 
able to bring them here. 
     “Everything is ready now,” he said. “They are very happy. I 
just want to thank you for the help I received so far.” 
     “We are so lucky to be able to help,” said Neal. “It was quite 
an experience for us. The Lord helps us through SVdP … and 
that is really at the core of what we do.”  
     Connie said when Neal went to get his truck for the furniture 
pick-up, she got to know Sedzuro. 
     “We were … sharing things about each other, and then I 
said, ‘Would you like to pray together?’ He knelt right down on 
the floor and prayed so devoutly. He really touched my heart.” 
     With all of this behind him, Sedzuro is able to reflect on 
where he has been and focus on his family’s future. 

     “In life, we go through these difficulties, just like exams,” he 
said. “God will not bring any exam that we cannot pass. He has 
given us this chance …. to be promoted. 
     “All that I have gone through, it was difficult, but … I want 
to thank Almighty God for bringing me here to meet people like 
you.”  
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Quilter sews caring, warmth and love into each blanket 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Most of the members of St. Bernard’s Prayer Shawl ministry 
are either knitters or crocheters. 
     Ann Johnston is neither.  
     She is a quilter with a passion for helping those who need a 
little comfort in their lives. 
     “I hope they get a feeling that someone cared enough to make 
something special for them … and of course the warmth,” she 
said. “And I hope they feel the love that was put into them.” 
     Johnston has been perfecting her craft since she was 13.  
     As the youngest of 10 children growing up in Martinsville, 
Wis., she was taught how to quilt by her mother.  
     “We made quilts out of leftover materials … anything to keep 
warm,” she said. “It was great being from a big family. 
     “Our parents taught us to go to church and to work. It didn’t 
hurt us any, and I don’t regret any of it.” 
     After she got married, Johnston started making quilts for her 
children and as gifts for her friends who were also starting their 
families. 
     When Johnston and her husband, Glenn, opened a bakery in 
Middleton in 1972, she had to take a break from her favorite 
pastime. 
     “My quilt making slowed down for some years as we were 
busy raising our family and running a bakery,” she said.  
     They sold the bakery in 
1982.  
     But Ann continued to 
put her baking skills to 
good use with the Middle-
ton school district.  
     She was also the kitch-
en manager here at St. 
Bernard from 1985-2001. 
     In that position, she 
was responsible for plan-
ning wedding receptions, 
anniversary celebrations 
and other special events at 
the parish. 
     Johnston has also pro-
vided desserts for St. Ber-
nard’s Luke House meal 
program for more than 30 
years.  
     In 1990, she started 
making small quilts for 
Project Linus, a non-profit 
organization that provides 
new handmade blankets to children in need.  
     She said she hopes one of the quilts that she recently donated 
to Project Linus was one of 60 sent to schoolchildren in Uvalde, 
Texas. 
     In addition to Project Linus, Johnston also makes quilts for 
Agrace and the Veterans Hospital. 
     For several years, she provided quilts to the health ministry 
here at St. Bernard.  
     Now Johnston is a member of St. Bernard’s prayer shawl 
group. 
     "Ann's quilted prayer shawls are unique (and) made with care 
and love for the recipient,” said Sharon Braem, who leads the 
prayer shawl group. “Ann is very kind and generous, and we are 
blessed to have her in our group!” 
     “She made a quilt for our daughter when she was in the hospi-
tal, and I was deeply moved that she did this.”   

     Johnston is never at a loss for organizations willing to 
accept her quilts. 
     In a year, she makes about 50 quilts.  
     From the beginning, Johnston stitched each of her quilts 
by hand, but after having surgery for carpal tunnel syn-
drome, she switched to machine stitching. 
     “I just couldn’t do any hand-stitching anymore,” she said 
adding that it takes about seven hours of machine sewing for 
each quilt.  
     But that didn’t stop Johnston from continuing to make 
quilts. 

     She estimates that she has donated more than 700 quilts to 
various organizations over the years and about 100 as gifts for 
family members and friends. 
     “My problem is that I can’t throw an inch of fabric away,” 
she said with a smile. “My husband says, ‘Some people pick dog 
hair off their clothes, we pick off threads.’” 
     Johnston said the fabric seems to find her. She shops for bar-
gains, and friends and family also support her habit.  
     “There is very little (fabric) that I can’t use,” she said. “Even 
if it is a bad color or design, I will pair it with something else 
and it will be beautiful.” 
     Johnston said she hopes to inspire others to contribute their 
skills to local organizations. 
     “It is not work to me. I really enjoy it a lot,” she said. “There 
are very few days that I don’t turn my sewing machine on. It is a 
kind of therapy for me. It is how I volunteer.”  

Left photo: Ann Johnston sews a colorful child’s quilt 
decorated with fire trucks. Top photo: Johnston shows off 
an “easy” quilt that she recently finished putting together 
for the prayer shawl group. 
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Eighteen students from St. Bernard celebrated their Confirmation here on Oct. 30. We also hosted students from St. Peter in Ashton 
and St. John the Baptist in Waunakee. Bishop Donald J. Hying of the Diocese Madison celebrated the Mass and told the students: 
“My prayer for you … is that you will always be faithful to this commitment of faith that you will never drift away from it, because 
our eternal salvation is dependent on how we respond to the Lord.” Please remember these students in your prayers as they continue 
their faith journey. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Dec. 4, 11: First Euchar ist Meeting in Room 301 of the Reli-
gious Education Center. For more information, contact Jenna 
Ripp at jenna@stbmidd.org. 
 
Dec. 6, 13, 20: Rehearsal for  the children’s choir for grades 
one through five will be held at 4 p.m., in the church. They will 
sing for the 4 p.m., Mass on Christmas Eve. Contact Joy Bau-
man at joy@stbmidd.org for more information. 
 
Dec. 11: Rehearsal for  the youth choir  for  grades five 
through high school will be held at 5 p.m., in the church. They 
will sing at 6 p.m., Mass on Christmas Eve. For more, contact 
Joy Bauman at 608-829-5880 or joy@stbmidd.org. 
 
Dec. 14: Family of Faith night at 6 p.m., in the church. 
 
Dec. 18: We are excited to welcome back Ken Lonnquist 
and his troupe to perform “The Legend of Old Befana” at 4 
p.m., in the church. This event is free and open to the public. 
 
Dec. 18: Chr istmas Movie Night from 6-8 p.m., at St. Francis 
Parish in Cross Plains for middle school and high school stu-
dents. Pizza, sodas and sundaes will be served! 
 
Feb. 10-12: Frassati Fest at the Kalahar i Resor t in the Wis-
consin Dells for high school students. You are invited for a 
weekend to encounter Christ and enjoy the waterpark with teens 
from all over the Diocese of Madison! 
  

St. Bernard high school students recently participated in the first 
Madison Ignite Night, which was hosted by the diocese’s Xavi-
er Mission Team at Holy Name Heights. The students listened 
to a talk by the XMT team, played games, such as musical 
chairs (above), and enjoyed quiet time in the church. 

Our Children 
Eighteen celebrate Confirmation with Bishop Hying presiding 
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St. Bernard family celebrates daughter’s quinceañera  

     Karina Consuelo Ledesma, the daugh-
ter of Roberto and Wendy Ledesma, cele-
brated her quinceañera with family and 
friends in attendance on Nov. 19 here at 
St. Bernard Parish. 
     It was a celebration of Karina’s 15th 
birthday marking her passage from girl-
hood to adulthood.   
     The quinceañera is both a religious 
and a festive event that emphasizes the 
importance of faith, family and society in 
the life of a young lady.  
     It is celebrated in Latino communities 
throughout the world. 
     The celebration begins with a Mass of 
Gratitude attended by Karina, her family, 
friends and godparents, Eric Vega and 
Judy Burbach.   
     The Mass is followed by a dinner and 
reception, in which friends and family 
from around the country are invited.  
     The reception features traditional 
food, music and dancing with Karina 
accompanied by her court of damas and 
chambelánes, which are her closest 
friends.  
     Symbolic traditions during the evening 
include the presentation of her last toy, to 
show that she is giving up her childhood, 
and the placement of heeled shoes on her 

feet to indicate that she is ready for 
young adulthood.  
     Traditionally, the dance portion of the 
quince includes a choreographed waltz-
type dance that is prepared and is consid-
ered one of the main events of the even-
ing.  
     Toasts are offered, and the night ends 
with dancing and celebrating Karina’s 
journey into young adulthood. 
     Wendy said her daughter didn’t like 
that all the attention was focused on her 
during the quinceañera, but she was look-
ing forward to spending time with friends 
and family, which hasn’t happened since 
the pandemic. 

In this photo, Karina accepts a Bible 
and a rosary from her godparents, 
Eric Vega and Judy Burbach. Below 
center, Karina reads her quinceañera 
prayer of thanksgiving. Top right 
photo, Karina is escorted into the 
church by her parents. Below right, 
Karina, her mother and grandmother 
present a vase of red roses to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. 



St. Bernard Congregation 
2015 Parmenter Street 

Middleton, WI 53562-2627 
608-831-6531 

Non-profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 2379 

Middleton, WI 53714 

“The Bee” is also posted on our 
Website at www.stbmidd.org. 
If you have any comments or 
suggestions, please contact us 

at 608-829-5872. 

Calendar of upcoming events at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
 
December    January    February 
1 - SVdP Meeting   1 - New Year’s Day   1 - Luke House Meal Program 
2 - Advent Lectio Divina  3 - RCIA    1 - NextStep 
3-4 - Giving Tree/KC Magnet Sale 4 - Luke House Meal Program  1 - An Hour with Jesus 
7 - Luke House Meal program  4 - An Hour with Jesus   2 - SVdP Meeting 
7 - An Hour with Jesus   5 - SVdP Meeting   7 - RCIA 
8 - Immaculate Conception  8 -  Higgins Hall dedication  8 - Prayer Shawl Meeting 
10-11 - SVdP Cookie Sale  10 - KC Officer’s Meeting  8 - Family of Faith 
13 - KC Christmas Party  11 - Prayer Shawl Meeting  14 - KC Officer’s Meeting 
14 - Prayer Shawl Meeting  11 - Family of Faith   14 - St. Valentine’s Day 
14 - Family of Faith   15 - Adoration    15 - Creation Care Meeting 
21 - Creation Care Meeting  16 - CMC Meal Program  19 - Adoration 
25 - Christmas Day   18 - Creation Care Meeting  20 - CMC Meal Program 
27 - KC Council Meeting  24 - KC Council Meeting  28 - KC Council Meeting 

 
 If you do not receive Fr. Brian’s 
weekly email, please contact 
Barb Harrington at 831-6531 to 
add your email to our list.  
In our changing environment, 
Fr. Brian sends updates to our 
schedule as well as making other 
important announcements. 


