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Save the date!  

Ordination  
of Deacon Craig Wood 
at 3 p.m., July 24, 2022 

at Immaculate Heart of Mary  
Parish in Monona. 

 
Please join us for this special occasion! 

Our most valuable evangelization asset: A smile and a hello 
By Ellen G. Krenke 
     As we emerged from the pandemic late last year, Fr. Brian 
suggested creating a Parish Life Commission to oversee the non-
liturgical life of the parish.  
     This commission would be responsible for parish events, such 
as Fellowship Sundays, new member welcomes, parish picnics, 
special celebrations and funeral lunches. 
     However, the commission members would not be responsible 
for planning all of these events. 
     “The role of the commission, like the parish council, is to 
create a vision of where we need to go,” he wrote in the Fall 
2021 newsletter. “It would then be the hope that we can draw on 
others to make this all a reality.” 
     Fr. Brian said in all of the parishes that he has served in, one 
of the most prevalent comments was: “This is the way we have 
always done it.” 
     “We need to change that thinking, and we need to adapt,” he 
said. 
     Fr. Brian said the parish of 30 years ago is not the parish of 
today. The demographics have changed, and the level of family 
involvement in the parish has changed over time. 
     “We need to examine how we worship, welcome and evange-
lize as we move forward,” he said. 
     The first step was to find out if parish members agreed with 
Fr. Brian’s assessment. 
     A survey was conducted last October by the Disciple Maker 
Index. 
     “It was a good opportunity to get some data … about people’s 
perceptions,” said Fr. Brian.  

     The survey, which had 340 respondents from the parish, 
showed that the parish can do a better job at being a welcoming 
parish and reaching out to new parishioners. 
     “You can’t minimize, diminish or ignore that personal one-on
-one interaction with people,” said Fr. Brian. “From my perspec-
tive, when you need people to do things it’s the personal invita-
tion that will get them involved. 
     “The parish is a community and a community means stepping 
up and being involved in the community.” 
     As a result of the survey, a working group consisting of parish 
staff and interested parishioners, decided that improving the wel-
coming environment around the weekend Mass and new parish-
ioner outreach should be our first objectives. 
     “My view is everything fits together,” said Fr. Brian. “The 
‘Go Make Disciples’ initiative, the liturgy, parish life, welcom-
ing people, hospitality … it all comes together.  
      “If we can have a good welcoming to our Sundays … to me 
that is going to strengthen our liturgy.” 
     The ultimate goals is to get people to come to Mass. “We 
have to give them a reason to come to Mass, particularly people 
who are disenfranchised in some way,” Fr. Brian said. We want 
to get them back, but we have to give them a reason to come 
back.  
     “How we welcome them, how we interact with each other is 
one step, one part of that welcoming back.” 
     Helen Gadbois, a newer parishioner who was at the working 
group meeting, had a challenge for all members of St. Bernard 
Parish.  
                   Continued on page 7  



The Bee 
 
Publisher: Rev. Br ian Wilk 
Editor: Ellen Krenke 
Contributors: Rev. Br ian Wilk, Ellen 
Krenke, Laura Angle, Tom Enwright, 
Tim Bergs, Joy Bauman and Jenna Ripp. 
 
“The Bee” is a quarterly publication  
of St. Bernard Catholic Church. 

2       The Bee                       Summer 2022 

In this Issue 
 
Our History……………….…3-4 
Knights of Columbus………..4-5 
Evangelization…………….....6-7 
Our Children….………...….9-11 

     According to a variety of online sources, Martin Luther said 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux was "the best monk that ever lived, 
whom I admire beyond all the rest put together." 
     He also said, "Bernard is superior to all the doctors in his 
sermons, even to Augustine himself, because he preaches Christ 
most excellently."  
     St. Bernard’s feast day is Saturday, Aug. 20. Please join us at 
Mass at 5 p.m., to celebrate our patron! 
  

Celebrating St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
Feast day: Aug. 20 

Martin Luther 

Eucharist invites us to share our lives 

Dedication of parish center 
 

Tentative date: Oct. 23, 2022 
 

Watch the bulletin for details! 

      It is an entire way of living, where we 
are asked to acknowledge always by the 
very way we receive everything that it is 
all a gift. 
     Give thanks: To give thanks, to be 
properly grateful is the most primary of all 
religious attitudes.  
     Proper gratitude is the ultimate virtue. 
It defines sanctity.  
     Saints are people who are grateful. 
They see and receive everything as a gift.    
     Anyone who takes life for granted or 
love for granted should never be confused 
with a saint. 
     Break: We break the bread, but at 
the Eucharist we are meant to break down.  
     Livelier liturgies and better homilies 
alone will not resolve the common com-
plaint that our Church services are not 
meaningful enough. 
     Our Church services aren’t meaningful 
enough because, too often, the bread and 
wine are the only things that change. We 
don’t change! 
     Our hearts remain just as suspicious, 
jealous, fearful and hard as they were be-
fore. That doesn’t make for a meaningful 
experience.  
     To break means to crack open the cas-
ings of our selfishness, to break out of our 
self-centered dreams and to open our 
hands and let go of some of the things to 
which we are clinging too tightly.  
     This is symbolized by the ritual before 
Communion when the Eucharistic bread is 
broken. It is broken so that it can be dis-
tributed, but it is also broken to symbolize 
a way of life. 
     Share: The Euchar ist, as a spir ituali-
ty invites us into community and family.  
     To live out the Eucharist in daily life is 
to share our everyday lives with each oth-
er. 
     The Eucharist is an invitation to us not 
just to come together in Church to cele-
brate a sacred ritual that Jesus left us.  
     The Eucharist invites us to commit 
ourselves, inside our families and commu-
nities, to share all aspects of our lives with 
others in gratitude and service. 

     The following is a reprint of Fr. Bri-
an’s Holy Thursday homily:  
     The Eucharist is not intended to be 
simply a ritual prayer within which we 
participate regularly. 
     It is also meant to be something that 
touches and colors every area of our 
lives. 
     Scripture exhorts us to “pray always.” 
This does not mean that we should al-
ways be saying prayers. We would have 
to stop our normal lives to do that. 
     It refers to something deeper. The 
challenge is to try to live our lives in such 
a way that our whole life becomes a pray-
er. 
     It is the same with the Eucharist. We 
need to be living and breathing Eucharist 
all the time, not just at those times when 
we are in Church.  
     The Eucharist needs to be the defining 
attitude, a way we meet life, receive it 
and share it with others. It needs to be a 
spirituality, a way we undergo the pres-
ence of God and others in this world. 
     This spirituality of the Eucharist might 
be defined in four Eucharistic phrases 
that Jesus gave us: receive, give thanks, 
break and share.  
     These simple words contain both a full 
understanding of Christ and a full spiritu-
ality. They define Christ and they tell us 
how we should live as His disciples. 
     Receive: Everything comes to us as 
a gift, so that nothing can ever be owned 
as ours by right.  
     Life is a gift, breath is a gift, friend-
ship is a gift. Our talents are a gift. All is 
a gift. 
     In those moments when we are most 
in touch with ourselves, when we feel 
most vulnerable and dependent, we sense 
this truth.  
     The reverse is also true. At moments 
when we feel strong, in control and aware 
of our own power, we can tend to forget 
this truth. 
     A spirituality of the Eucharist invites 
us to have this kind of attitude of recep-
tivity toward all of life: RECEIVE. 
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Above photo: The plaque from the site of St. Bernard’s con-
vent was recently returned to the parish by Inspiring Hope, Inc., 
which is now located at 7425 University Ave., in Middleton. 
Below photo: Fr . Br ian takes a closer  look at the plaque after  
it arrives at St. Bernard.  
Right photo: The top piece 
of the shrine denotes the dedi-
cation, the builder and the 
date.  

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     Tucked behind an office building here on University Avenue 
is a monument to the sisters of St. Francis of Assisi, who taught 
the children of St. Bernard Catholic School for almost 30 years. 
     It was not meant to be a place for prayer, but it could have 
been a place for reflection. 
     Mostly, it was built as a place of recreation for the sisters, 
who lived in the convent where Inspiring Hope Ministries, Inc., 
7524 University Avenue, now stands.  
     A stone patio encircled the monument, and around to the 
back was a built-in barbeque grill.  
     Msgr. Ferdinand Mack, the first pastor of St. Bernard Parish, 
dedicated the monument in 1961.  
     It was built by Joseph Miller, formerly of Mound Drive, who 
donated the 60 tons of stone used in the structure and erected the 
structure himself.  
     At the time, Miller told the Middleton Times-Tribune he 
lifted a total of 240 tons of stone before the shrine was complet-
ed. The project took three months.  
     The plaque in the center depicting one of the sisters sur-
rounded by school children was donated by the church, accord-
ing to the Times-Tribune, but there is no mention of its origin in 
church records. 
     The convent burned down several years ago, but the monu-
ment remained in its original spot.  
     With plans to renovate their space, Inspiring Hope offered 
the plaque and top piece to St. Bernard Parish. 
     “We are very happy they are at home ... and will always be 
cherished there,” said Mary Beth Haunty of Inspiring Hope. 
“The stone carving is very beautiful and reflects the heart of the 
work of St. Bernards.” 
     Fr. Brian Wilk, the pastor of St. Bernard Parish, and parish-
ioner Gary Gillitzer, picked up the two pieces on May 4. 
     “We are extremely grateful to Mary Beth and her son, Alex, 
for returning this piece of history to St. Bernard parish,” said Fr. 
Brian. “It will be prominently displayed on the church grounds 
for many more generations to come.”                 

Local business returns plaque dedicated to teaching sisters 

Msgr. Ferdinand Mack, the parish’s first full-time pastor, leads 
Joseph Miller during the dedication of the shrine  in 1961 with a 
crowd of St. Bernard school children and parishioners in attend-
ance. 
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Our History 
KC council takes name of early mission church pastor 

Msgr. Joseph Lederer 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     On March 8, 1958, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Msgr. Joseph Lederer Council 
#4549 was chartered at St. Bernard Parish 
in Middleton. 
     Fr. Lederer was the pastor at St. Peter’s 
Parish in Ashton and St. Bernard Parish in 
Middleton in 1918 after being trained as a 
chaplain in the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps 
during World War I. 
     “He was a devout man with unusual 
foresight,” according to Lorena Gordon’s 
book, “100-year history of St. Bernard 
Parish.” 
     Lederer was born June 4, 1879 in Mil-
waukee and educated at St. Michael’s Pa-
rochial School, St. Francis High School 
and St. Francis College, all in Milwaukee.  
     He received theological training at St. 
Francis Seminary and was ordained on 
June 21, 1903. He was also a member of 
the Knights of Columbus and Foresters.  
     Lederer attended U.S. Army Chaplain 
School from June 1-24, 1918 at Fort Mon-
roe, Va. He was one of 16 priests sent by 
the Diocese of Milwaukee.  
     Each diocese and religious order were 
requested by the U.S. Army to send a num-
ber of chaplains based on the total number 
of priests under their jurisdiction, accord-
ing to “U.S. Catholic Chaplains in the 
World War” by George J. Waring. 
     Lederer was one of many priests 
“whose applications had been received by 
the Chaplain Bishop (Patrick J. Hayes) and 
who were ready for appointment at the 
time the Armistice was signed and who 
were prevented from getting into actual 
service by the cessation of hostilities,” 
according to Waring’s book. 
     After he was discharged by the Army, 
Lederer was assigned to the Ashton and 

Middleton parishes by the Diocese of 
Milwaukee. 
     In 1920, the population of the village 
of Middleton was 791, while the town 
was 1,064.  
     The church had a little over 50 fami-
lies, according to the parish history. 
     “It was during his reign that the size 
of the church was enlarged, a meeting 
room was built beneath the church, a 
house and lot were purchased directly 
east of the church, and the first thoughts 
of a resident pastor were expressed,” 

according to the parish history. 
     On Feb. 20, 1930, Lederer was trans-
ferred to Holy Redeemer Church in Mad-
ison.  
     In writing about Fr. Lederer’s transfer, 
the Middleton Times-Tribune described 
him as popular with members of all de-
nominations and a leader in religious and 
civil affairs, according to the parish histo-
ry. 
     He had also been the chaplain of the 
local American Legion post. 
     Lederer passed away on Jan. 7, 1955 
at the age of 75. He was buried at St. 
Matthew Catholic Cemetery in Camp-
bellsport, Wis. 
     For many years, Middleton men had 
been members of the Knights of Colum-
bus Council in Cross Plains, but all of 
that changed in 1958.  
     The parish’s first council named for 
Fr. Lederer was started with Fr. Ferdi-
nand Mack, the first full-time pastor at 
St. Bernard parish, as the chaplain.  
     The other officers were: Ed Hickman, 
grand knight; Frank Stricker, deputy 
grand knight; and John Koch, district 
deputy. 
     Their projects included the Tootsie 
Roll sale, the Catholic Education Fund, 
pancake breakfast for the seminary and 
taking veterans to Mass at the Veterans 
Hospital in Madison. 
     The new altar in the new church was 
furnished through the efforts of the Holy 
Name Society and the new Knights of 
Columbus council, according to the par-
ish history. 
     To this day, the council continues to 
recruit devout men like Fr. Lederer, who 
are leaders in the church and in the com-
munity. 

 

First  
Knights 

 
Pictured here is the 
charter class of Msgr. 
Lederer Council #4549 
in 1958. Fr. Ferdinand 
Mack, the parish pastor 
and council chaplain, is 
in the middle of the 
bottom row. There were 
64 members in this first 
group. 



 

Save the date!! 
 

We have partnered with  
Harmann Studios  
to create our new  

St. Bernard  
pictorial directory. 

 
 

OUR PHOTOGRAPHY DATES: 
September 12 thru September 16 
September 27 thru September 29 

October 18 thru October 22 
 

Watch for more information in the bulletin this summer! 
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Kidarsa takes helm 
as new grand knight 
     Adrian Kidarsa was elected as the new 

grand knight of Knights 
of Columbus Council 
#4549 in January. 
     He and his family 
have been members of 
the parish since 2012.  
     He has been a mem-
ber of the council since 
2018. 
     Here is a short ques-

tion and answer with our new KC leader: 
     Q. Why did you join the Knights of 
Columbus? I joined the Knights of Co-
lumbus, because I wanted to make a 
change in the world.  
     Trying to do my part to make this 
world a better place for everyone, based 
on our faith. Bringing the Kingdom to the 
people. The Knights of Columbus gives 
me the venue and opportunities to do my 
part in the Lord's grand design.  
     The other reason I joined is because my 
mother was an active member in her 
church. She helped in many fund-raising 
events, where the proceeds were donated 
to the poor and those in need. Many times, 
she and her friends personally delivered 
donations to an orphanage.      
     Q. What are your goals as the new 
grand knight? To continue our  council's 
legacy programs, experimenting with new 
ideas for the council and bringing our 
council into the 21st century.  
     Q. Why should Catholic men join the 
Knights of Columbus? Every Chr istian 
is called to follow Jesus' footsteps.  
     We are called to bring our Lord's King-
dom to the present, here and now.  
     As Catholic men, we need to do 
our part to make this world a better place 
for everyone, based on our faith. Bringing 
the Kingdom to the people.  
     The Knights of Columbus gives Catho-
lic men the venue and opportunities to do 
their part in the Lord's grand design.  
     As an organization, Knights of Colum-
bus has the ability to make a significant 
difference, both locally and international-
ly.  
     If the Knights of Columbus is an or-
ganization that appeals to you, join the 
Knights of Columbus at KofC.org/joinus. 
Make a change in the world.  
     Q. What do you enjoy about being a 
member of the Knights of Columbus?  
     The fellowship with other members of 
the Knights of Columbus, and the oppor-
tunities to give back to the community as 
part of the KC council. I find it easier to 
volunteer when I am with other Knights.  

By Tim Bergs 
     Do you feel that your faith is calling 
you to do service to God?  
     Do you want to serve God but don’t 
know how you can give your time to 

God?  
     Why would 
men want to join 
the Knights of Co-
lumbus?  
     What does it 
mean to be a mem-
ber of the Knights 
of Columbus?  

     The Knights of Columbus call men to 
a life of charity and service to our neigh-
bors.  
     The path to Knighthood begins with 
your faith in God.  
     The mission of the Knights of Colum-
bus is to “empower Catholic men to live 
their faith at home, in their parish, at 
work and in their community.”  
      

KC Exemplification Ceremony 
June 12 at Noon 

in the church 
 
 
     This is what Jesus called us to do; 
love God with all of our heart and our 
neighbor as ourselves.   
     We ask men to lead their family in 
their faith and live it in service to others.  
     I became a Knight, because I was 
asked by a friend who truly lived his 
faith.  
     I wanted to live my faith of action 
with other men who are willing to pray 

together, do works of charity and share 
their faith with family and community.   
     Jesus calls us to be disciples and this 
is a great way to help in this mission of 
discipleship.  
     The Knights of Columbus was estab-
lished by Father Michael J. McGivney in 
1882 to bring financial aid and assis-
tance to the sick, disabled and the needy 
members and their families.   
     The organization was founded on the 
principles of charity, unity and fraterni-
ty.   
     Even today these principles are ever 
present in the programs supported by the 
Knight of Columbus.  
     Membership in the Knights is open to 
men 18 years of age or older who are 
practicing Catholics and in good stand-
ing in the Catholic Church.   
     You can easily become a member by 
joining online at kofc.org/joinus and 
using our council #4549.  
     You can also join by sending an 
email to kc4549@gmail.com indicating 
your interest in joining our local Knight 
of Columbus council.  
     We have an abundance of men that 
belong to our parish here at St. Bernard.  
That is not the problem.  
     The problem is the lack of yesses. 
Yes to become a member of the Knights.  
     What have you got to lose by becom-
ing a member of the Knights of Colum-
bus?  
     A better question might be: What are 
all the wonderful opportunities you can 
gain by serving our Lord as a brother 
Knight? 

What can you gain by serving our Lord as a Knight? 
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We believe that the “Into the Deep” strategic planning process will help us to achieve this vision of a brighter future and a more  
vibrant local Church, but this process will require the participation and engagement of every Catholic in the Diocese of Madison. We 
would love to have you walk with us. To stay informed about where God is leading us, please sign up for our email newsletter! And 
may God help all of us to follow Him...into the deep! Sign up at intothedeepmadison.org/stay-connected. 

Our new focus: Welcoming, community and mission 
By Laura Angle 
     Over the past three months, we have offered a number of 
small group studies (four 
pictures here) and two par-
ish missions, facilitated 
three novenas through 
Flocknote, welcomed four 
new members into the 
Catholic church at Easter, 
wrapped up year one of the 
Family of Faith religious 
education model, and pro-
vided opportunities to pray 
for and support those around us through the Knights of Colum-
bus Tootsie Roll drive, Human Needs valentine card making and 
Mothers Day rose sale, Living Rosary celebration and Care for 
Creation planning meeting and Earth Day event. 
     We have also ana-
lyzed the results of the 
Disciple Maker Index 
survey from the fall 
and the Flocknote 
survey on the future 
focus of our parish, 
taking note of the Ho-
ly Spirit’s movement 
in the hearts of parish-
ioners, anticipating the 
completion of the new parish center, looking forward to the Na-
tional Eucharistic Revival and gearing up for year three of the 
diocesan “Go Make Disciples” initiative. There has been a lot 
going on! 
     Using what we have learned through all these experiences, we 
are putting together a vision for what our parish can be in the 
next three years.  
     We will continue with our current ministries and maintain our 
identity as a “Catholic, Eucharistic community, glorifying God 
through prayer, sacraments and service; building oneness with 
God and neighbor.”  
     Over the next three years, we will put particular effort into 
three focus areas: welcoming, community and mission.  
     This does not mean we will stop our current ministries or ef-
forts, but that we will invigorate them to better fulfill their pur-
pose. 
     Welcoming: When a newcomer  walks into Mass, how 
warm does the church community feel? If someone is interested  

in joining a ministry, is there a clear, easy path for them to do so? 
Do newly registered parishioners know our mission and how they 
can meet other parishioners? We would like to have confident 
answers to these questions. 
     Community: In previous generations, the par ish was the 
center of social activity and involvement for Catholics.  

     Although the promi-
nence of the parish has 
changed, how can we 
create a vibrant atmos-
phere where parishion-
ers know and support 
each other through the 
trials of life? We want 
to foster deeper relation-
ships so that the parish 

feels like home. 
     Mission: The purpose of a par ish is to fuel Catholics so 
they can share Jesus’ love in daily life.  
     As Pope Francis said, “The parish is the presence of the 
Church in a given territory, an environment for hearing God’s 
word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, 
charitable outreach, worship and celebration. In all its activities, 

the parish encourages 
and trains its members 
to be evangelizers.  
     It is a community 
of communities, a 
sanctuary where the 
thirsty come to drink 
in the midst of their 
journey, and a center 
of constant missionary 
outreach.”  

     By aligning our ministries and activities toward this common 
goal, we can more effectively carry out our mission as Christians 
in a secular world. 
     We will also focus on the Sunday Mass as refreshment to pro-
pel us back into the world through receiving the Word and the 
Eucharist. 
     Over the next few months, we will define goals in each of 
these three areas and begin putting plans in place to make tangi-
ble strides to enliven the parish and help us be more effective 
vessels of God’s mercy and love to those around us.  
     We will look for volunteers in many areas, so prayerfully con-
sider what role God is calling you to take. 



By Tom Enwright 
     Have you ever wondered 
about the meaning of all the 
prayers and actions that 
occur during the Mass?  
     Do we fully comprehend 
what’s happening as God 
truly becomes present on 
the altar?  
     Through the words of 
Christ and the power of the 
Holy Spirit, bread and wine 
are changed into Christ’s 
Body and Blood, Soul and 
Divinity in the Eucharist.       
     That’s an amazing mys-
tery that shouldn’t be taken 
for granted. 
     Earlier this year, the par-
ish offered a five-part study 
program, “A Biblical Walk 
Through the Mass,” by Dr. 
Edward Sri, a Catholic theo-
logian and well-known author and speaker.  
     About 15 participants gathered to learn and discuss the vari-
ous parts of the Mass.  
     The videos and companion book helped to explain the bibli-
cal roots for the prayers and actions, starting with the Sign of 
the Cross and the Introductory Rites and followed by the Litur-
gy of the Word, the Liturgy of the Eucharist, including the 
Communion Rite, and finally the Concluding Rites. 
     Participants in the study program also learned to pay closer 
attention to the words of the priest, the responses of the congre-
gation and the symbolism behind the rituals. 
     “The entire Mass is saturated with biblical references,” Dr. 
Sri says in his book. “The soul attuned to God’s Word cannot 
help but notice that the Bible calls out to us in practically every 
prayer, sign and ritual of the Mass.  
     “Candles and incense, standing and kneeling, phrases such 
as ‘The Lord be with you’ and ‘Thanks be to God’—all these 
have their roots in Sacred Scripture.” 
     Here is what some of our parishioners had to say after com-
pleting the series: 
     Rod Nilles: “I thought the program was an excellent review 
of the Mass. It is easy to lose track of what is happening on the 

altar when you do not ap-
preciate the significance of 
the ceremony and rituals.  
     “It was an awakening 
for me and has made at-
tending Mass much more 
meaningful.  
     “It emphasized to me 
how close our ties are to 
the Jewish tradition. I 
highly recommend this 
series to everyone.” 
     Carol Nilles: “The pro-
gram was done very well 
and gave me an opportuni-
ty to recharge my batteries, 
so to speak, when attend-
ing Mass.  
     “One of the things that 
particularly struck me is 
the importance of spending 
time with Jesus after re-
ceiving the Holy Eucharist, 

because He is TRULY under my roof!  
     “In order to keep myself focused on that reality, I have found 
some prayers to say after I return to the pew, so that I can 
properly thank Him for gracing me with His presence.” 
     Joyce and John Fasanella: “The video made us aware of 
each section of the Mass and how it was derived from the Old 
and New Testaments.  
     “It answered ‘why’ we stand and sit, and ‘why’ we pray and 
repeat certain phrases. It has provided us with so much more 
meaning and reverence.  
     “Most importantly, we now understand why it is called, ‘The 
Sacrifice of the Mass.’ It allows us to be at the Last Supper and 
crucifixion. It is our hope that everyone can see this video!” 
     JoAnna Richard: “What a wonderful reminder of the tradi-
tions that all Catholics follow each Sunday as we celebrate 
Mass. I learned so much about the origins and scripture refer-
ences that are embedded in our liturgies.  
     “I especially am thankful to be reminded that Jesus is present 
and before we partake of the Lamb, we uniformly say the Great 
Amen! What a way to celebrate his sacrifice and love for us!” 
     The parish will offer this study program on the Mass again 
this year, so watch the bulletin for announcements. 
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Mass: ‘An amazing mystery that shouldn’t be taken for granted’ 

SMILE from page 1 
     “We all come to church for varying reasons,” she said. “We  
all come in various states of disarray. Sometimes we come in 
terrible straits. We come with pain, we come with burden and all 
manner of things that show on our faces.  
     “But every time we walk into church, we come to a family of 
God. How would we greet our family members?  
     “At St. Bernard, there are no smiling faces. There are people 
who try, but it would be wonderful if someone would say … I’m 
so glad you are here!” 
     To improve new parishioner outreach, the commission will 
make several recommendations from publishing a ministry direc-
tory to forming a team to contact new parishioners to find out 
where they are in their faith, what they are looking for from the 
parish and connect them with other members of the parish.     
     “It may be a while before they are implemented, but we are 
starting to work on them,” said Laura Angle, our coordinator of 
Evangelization and Parish Outreach, who is spearheading this 
effort. 

     Fr. Brian said he was pleased with their start.  
     “We can’t bite off everything right at the beginning, but we 
wanted to establish a few goals for the next year or two,” he said.  
     Another parishioner at the working group meeting said this is 
the perfect time to make changes, because everybody is trying to 
“get their gears going again” after Covid. 
     “Covid has damaged everyone,” said Gadbois. “Wearing a 
mask has damaged the smile. That has been a terrible damage, 
but we can fix that! 
     “The most valuable evangelization asset that we have is a 
smile and a hi. You don’t have to ask these people (at Mass) out 
to dinner.  
     “This is not a lifetime commitment. It is nothing to be afraid 
of. It is a simple greeting.  
     “Those people will then know you, so if you go up to them 
and say, ‘Hi, I am wondering if you would like to join blank’ or 
‘I hear you singing behind me. You have a great voice. Have you 
thought of joining the choir?’ Those are things that you can per-
sonally do.” 
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Singing with choir enhances the liturgy ‘if you do a good job’ 

Lee Huffer, left, and LaVonne Kadrmas, second from left, have 
been choir members for 34 and 25 years, respectively.  

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     In the early days of the pandemic, the Mass was stripped 
down to the basics. 
     No parishioners in the pews, no ushers, no Eucharistic minis-
ters and no choir. 
     It was hard for all of us, but especially those who enjoy sing-
ing during the Mass. 
     “It just wasn’t the same,” said Lee Huffer, who along with 
her husband, Jim, has been a member of St. Bernard parish and 
the choir for 34 years.  
     “It was like something was missing. Not that I don’t enjoy the 
Mass, but if music is a part of your life, you are going to miss 
it.” 
     LaVonne Kadrmas, a life-long member of the parish, who 
joined the choir about 25 years ago, agreed.  
     “It was awful not being able to sing in the choir,” she said. 
“Singing in choir is my pick-me-up. Practicing on Thursday 
nights and singing on the weekends, you just come out of the 
church feeling wonderful.  
     “I really, really missed that. Not going to church and not 
singing with my friends … that was really hard.  
     “I didn’t even mind coming back and singing with the mask. 
As long as we were singing that was good.” 
     Both women said they agree with the old adage: Those who 
sing, pray twice! 
     “To me, it’s prayer put to music,” Huffer said. 
     “Singing is just the best thing,” Kadrmas said. “It is such a 
big part of my going to Mass. I just feel wonderful when I am 
singing.  
     “It seems like I need lots of prayers, so I need to do lots of 
singing!” 
     Both women have dedicated many years to singing in church.  
     Huffer has been singing since her elementary school days at 
St. James Parish in Madison.  
     She fondly remembers singing in Gregorian chant with the 
school’s choir. 
     “In the summertime, we would have three weeks in the sum-
mer when we would sing the 6:30 Mass. I was at the bus stop at 
about a quarter to six in the morning.  
     “You just did what you were asked to do back then!”  
     Huffer said she learned much of what she knows about music 
from the school sisters. 
     In addition to singing in the choir, Huffer is also a cantor for 
the Mass here at St. Bernard.  
     “We all are gifted in some way,” she said. “If you are gifted 
and it happens to be in your church, in your voice or whatever, I 
think it behooves you to give back. If you have been given 
something and it is helpful in the liturgy, I think it is only proper 
to give back whatever your gift is. 
     “And I think it enhances the liturgy … if you do a good job.” 
     Huffer said cantoring is a prayerful time for her. “I have a 
special prayer that I pray and I have for many years before I can-
tor. That has been a part of my life. Coming to Mass a little early 
and preparing for what you are going to do. 
     “I just try to do my best. I work on my music and I … try to 
do the best job that I can do.” 
     Huffer also enjoys finding new members for the choir.   
     “If I hear a lovely voice singing behind me at Mass, … yes, I 
have invited several people to join choir.” 
     Both women agree that Joy Bauman, our director of music, is 
an asset to the parish. 
     “She is such a gift for the church,” Huffer said. “We are so 
fortunate to have her, her leadership, and she is kind and she is 
good to people. You can tell that she is leading a beautiful life.” 
     “Joy is so good about getting out of us what we don’t realize 

is in us,” said Kadrmas. “She is just such a positive upbeat per-
son. We have fun in the choir, and we all enjoy each other.” 
     As mentioned previously, Kadrmas is a life-long member of 
St. Bernard. She received all of her sacraments here. She also 
started school here as a third-grader.  
     “I’m one of the oldies,” she said with a smile. “I have seen a 
lot of changes.” 
     Kadrmas and her husband, Ray, joined the choir together in 
1997 at the request of Alice Caldwell, a former director of music 
and liturgy for the parish. 
     “I think it is so important,” Kadrmas said. “Music enriches 
the Mass. It gives it more meaning.” 
     Kadrmas said the Christmas and Easter songs are “the ones 
that are the most uplifting and moving to me.” 
     “It just makes going to Mass and being a part of the church 
… it brings it to another level,” she said. “I feel lucky that I can 
be part of the choir.”  

How do you spend your Sundays? 
 

     My day starts with Holy Mass. Mass is what makes the day 
feel like Sunday. It sets me up for the day. 
     I leave Mass uplifted and full of celebration. It doesn’t matter 
what the weather is like, I still have that feeling of celebration 
and the Spirit of God within me. Gratitude for being alive.    
     Mostly, what I try to do to keep the day holy is nurture my 
physical, spiritual and mental well-being.  
     I read a good book and relax with calming music or exercise 
or go outside and enjoy nature. Being outside becomes a medi-
tation on the of Nature of God.    
     I do not, under any circumstances do any wash or house-
cleaning. Unless it’s an unexpected mess that needs to cleaned 
up. 
     Sometimes this is a challenge, but most of the time it is not, 
because I am single and retired.  
     When the occasion does arrive (and it does) that I am tempt-
ed to get “caught up” on my wash, I remind myself of the com-
mitment I made and then I know this is when it’s a true gift to 
God. 
     These are very simple ways I have found to help keep Sun-
day Holy and associate myself with the Spirit of God.—Marnie 
(Marion ) Dombeck 
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Our Children 
Parish prepares for second year of Family of Faith 

Ruplinger receives Higgins scholarship 
     Emily Ruplinger is the recipi-
ent of the Fr. Pat Higgins Memo-
rial Scholarship for the class of 
2022. 
     Applicants for this scholar-
ship are asked to reflect on Fr. 
Pat’s favorite hymn, “The Serv-
ant Song.” 
     Ruplinger said the song re-
mind her of her junior year.  
     She was chosen to be on the 
Frassati Fest planning team with 
20 other teens from around the diocese. 
     Ruplinger attended the three-day event 
during her freshman and sophomore 
years.  
     “The talks I heard and the connections 
I made are still with me today,” she said.      
     “After seeing the impact Frassati Fest 
had on me, I couldn't help but want to 
help give others the same experience.” 

     Unfortunately, the plan-
ning team had to adapt their 
plans for Covid.  
     They had technical diffi-
culties and logistical issues, 
but about 100 teens partici-
pated, she said. 
     Ruplinger said she learned 
that she can do anything 
through God.  
     “It wasn’t about us,” she 
said. “It was about our com-

munity and helping them grown in their 
faith and become better people. We 
never lost hope or our trust in God. 
     “As I move into the next stage of my 
life, I think it’s important to remember 
that I have the ability to see things 
through and persevere as long as I trust 
in God and His plan.” 
     Ruplinger will attend UW-Madison. 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     For the second year, religious educa-
tion will be family-based: led by parents 
in the home, but supported by the parish 
through the Family of Faith program. 
     Beginning in September, all fami-
lies will come together to learn and pray 
at a monthly evening event. 
     Parents will then lead two lessons for 
their children in the home during the 
remainder of the month.  
     Optional social and community build-
ing activities hosted by various parish 
ministries will also be held throughout 
the school year.      
     “We want families to be engaged, to 
be learning, to be growing in their faith 
as a family and to see the value not only 
in their faith, but in spending time to-
gether as a family in faith,”  said Jenna 
Ripp, the director of religious education 
for grades pre-K through fifth here at St. 
Bernard 
     As predicted, last year’s change from 
the classroom model received mixed 
reactions, said Ripp.  
     It was well-received by some fami-
lies, but also difficult for others. 
     “But I think we are on the right 
track,” said Fr. Brian. “Parents have told 
me that they didn’t expect to like the 
change, but now really appreciate it.” 
     In the end of year surveys, parents 
said they learned from the program and 
appreciated the opportunity to talk to 
their children about the faith. 
     “I felt more confident in my ability to 
teach the kids,” one parent wrote in the 

survey. “And I enjoyed the learning 
process.” 
     “I was skeptical about the change, 
but really ended up enjoying it,” said 
another parent.  
     “The at-home lessons were easy to 
follow.” 
     Parents also had some good sugges-
tions for this year’s program.  
     “Some families felt empowered and 
able to (teach) at home across the age 
differences,” said Ripp.  
     “Others were a little intimidated, so 
maybe having mentorships … parents 
who felt comfortable in that age gap 
difference sharing their wins and how 
they managed … that would be help-
ful.”  
     Ripp said she is exploring options to 
help support the families more during 
the at-home teaching process. 

     The best approach for educating our 
high school students will also be reviewed 
by the parish staff.  
     “High school parents felt (the at-home 
portion) is for younger kids and thought 
the adult sessions would benefit the high-
schoolers,” said Ripp.  
     “So, maybe we need to let the high 
school students attend the parent sessions 
and then have small group discussions.” 
     Geno Finn, who will take over the high 
school program beginning in July, will be 
the catalyst for these decisions.       
     Keeping students and their families 
engaged throughout the school year has 
always been an issue no matter the format.  
     “How we retain people is the age old 
question,” Ripp said.  
     “We need for them to latch onto it and 
say this is really something that I want to 
invest in.”  
     Family of Faith nights are tentatively 
scheduled to run from 5:30-7:30 p.m., on 
the second Wednesday of the month. We 
will offer an optional meal at 5:30 p.m.      
     Tentative dates are: Sept. 14, Oct. 12,  
Nov. 9, Dec. 14, Jan. 11, 2023, Feb. 8, 
March 8, April 12 and May 10. 
     The theme for the second year will be 
the Sacraments, the second tenet of the 
Catechism. 
     Sacramental preparation will remain 
the same as previous years.  
     It has always been above and beyond 
standard religious education and those 
preparing for First Reconciliation and First 
Communion (typically second grade) and 
Confirmation (typically 10th grade) will 
receive schedules for specific formation 
events. 
     We encourage all students from pre-
school through 12th grade to enroll in the 
Family of Faith program. 
     Registration for 2022-23 will begin in 
July. Please watch our various communi-
cation sites for more information. 
     Catechists are also needed for these 
classes, so please prayerfully discern if 
you can help teach the faith to our next 
generation.  
     All adults who volunteer with youth are 
required to pass a background check and 
complete the “Safe Environment” training 
through the Virtus program.  
     To volunteer as a catechist, contact 
Ripp about Virtus training.   
     Questions about registration or the reli-
gious education program can be directed to 
Ripp for elementary classes at 829-5878 or 
jenna@stbmidd.org and Geno Finn at 829-
5877 or geno@stbmidd.org for high 
school classes.      
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St. Bernard Family 

SUMMER 

THE SEARCH 
Wednesday Evenings 
Video Series for Parents 
June 15-July 27 at 6:30 p.m. 

If you are interested  
in joining a parent small group, 
contact Ben Roden at baroden@yahoo.com. 

PARENT  

GROUP 

NURSERY 

PLAY GROUP 

Tuesday Mornings 
June 21—Aug. 16 from 9-11 a.m. 
Open House — Come when you can! 

FAMILY 

BLOCK PARTY 

Sunday, June 26 at 11:30 a.m. 
Parish parking lot 
Food, yard games, fun!! 

Movie Night 
Outdoor with Popcorn 
Date TBD 
More details later! 
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St. Bernard students celebrate First Eucharist in May 

Eighteen St. Bernard students celebrated their First Eucharist on May 22. They include from left to right, first row, Reese Schluter, 
Jax Sloan, Remy Laabs, Elliot Deitte, Emma Ripp, Lola Gardner, Anabelle Adams, James Cords and Taylor Antone, second row, 
David Rieyeff, Thomas Doro, Finnley Schrum, Samuel Duarte, Julia Kidarsa, Ben Hubing, Joey Juech, Louie Musson and Shea 
Heiting. 

Above left photo, two First Communi-
cants prepare to enter the church. Above 
right photo, Fr. Brian gives last-minute 
instructions for their First Eucharist. Bot-
tom left photo: Fr. Brian told the students 
that they are never alone with Jesus. 
(Photos by Ellen G. Krenke) 
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Calendar of upcoming events at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
 
June     July      August 
1 - Luke House meal Program  4 - Independence Day   3 - Luke House Meal Program 
2 - SVdP Meeting   6 - Luke House Meal Program  4 - SVdP Meeting 
7 - Adult Confirmation Meeting  7 - SVdP Meeting   8 - KC Officer’s Meeting 
8 - Prayer Shawl Meeting  11 - KC Officer’s Meeting  10 - Prayer Shawl Meeting 
8 - An Hour with Jesus   13 - Prayer Shawl Meeting  10 - An Hour with Jesus 
12 - KC Exemplification Ceremony 13 - An Hour with Jesus   15 - CMC Meal Program 
13 - KC Officer’s Meeting  14 - Madonna Rosary Makers Meeting 16 - Human Needs Meeting 
15 - Creation Care Meeting  18 - CMC Meal Program  17 - Creation Care Meeting 
19 - Father’s Day   19 - Human Needs Meeting  20 - St. Bernard Feast Day 
20 - CMC Meal Program  20 - Creation Care Meeting  23 - KC Rosary, Council Meeting 
21 - Human Needs Meeting  24 - Ordination of Craig Wood  6,13,20,27 - The Search 
26 - Family Block Party   26 - KC Rosary, Council Meeting 9,16,23,30 - Preschool Playdates 
28 - KC Rosary, Council Meeting 5, 12,19, 26 - Preschool Playdates    

 
 If you do not receive Fr. Brian’s 
weekly email, please contact 
Barb Harrington at 831-6531 to 
add your email to our list.  
In our changing environment, 
Fr. Brian sends updates to our 
schedule as well as making other 
important announcements. 


