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November is new completion date for parish center 

On the Inside 
 

Parishioner becomes permanent deacon 
See photos on pages 6 and 7 

Creation care receives 
grant for parish garden 

     Construction on the new gathering space between the parish 
center and church continues at a brisk pace with the nice weath-
er, but the completion date has been pushed back. 
     “All the issues (with permits) have been resolved and con-
struction is moving along nicely,” said Fr. Brian Wilk, pastor of 
St. Bernard Parish. “We are looking at a November completion 
date.” 
     The dedication of the new space is tentatively scheduled for 
Jan. 8, 2023 with Bishop Donald J. Hying of the Diocese of 
Madison presiding.  
     The highlights for the 3,500-square foot space include: a 
gathering space; kitchen renovation; a serving area; restrooms; a 
terraced front garden; a new doorway into the church; and a 
glass wall looking out into the garden side of the gathering 
space.  
     The plans are available at stbmidd.org/renovation. 

NEW WALLS: Construction continues on the new gather -
ing space between the church and the parish center. On the in-
side, Fr. Brian said the new bathrooms have been walled off. “I 
got a whole different perspective (of the parish center area), and 
I am really pleased at what I am seeing,” he said. On the out-
side, new block walls have been erected on the chapel entrance 
to the church as well as the garden area between the old parish 
center and the church. 

     St. Bernard’s Care for Creation team has been awarded a 
grant from the Catholic Climate Covenant to build and supply a 
small garden that could be used to support local food pantries 
and educate parish families about the importance of taking care 
of our environment. 
     The Victory Noll Small Grant is for $400. 
     “We hope this modest funding helps you build a local net-
work to better care for our common home,” said Jose Aguto, the 
executive director of Catholic Climate Covenant. 
     The grant will enable the group to start planning for a small 8- 
foot by 4-foot garden. 
     “We were delighted to find out that we were awarded the 
grant,” said Ben Roden of the team. “While we wouldn’t plant 
until next season, we perhaps could install the bed this fall, if we 
have a suitable location.”  
     He said a possible location would be the green space next to 
the parish office. 
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You are cordially invited to  
 

St. Bernard’s 
picnic 

  
on Sept. 11  

at Lakeview Park,  
6300 Mendota Avenue  

in Middleton. 
 

Bring your folding chairs.  
Mass starts at 10:30 a.m., 

followed by lunch  
from 11:30-2 p.m.,  

in the pavilion. 
 

Volunteer now by calling the 
parish office at 831-6531! 
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Living Rosary readies for October celebration 
 
     Whether it is in-person or via Zoom, members of the Living Rosary will gather on 
Oct. 7 to pray the rosary and adore Christ in Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  
     At 1:30 p.m., the group will pray the Joyful and Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary 
followed by a benediction with Fr. Brian in the church. The rosary will also be availa-
ble via livestream on the parish website at stbmidd.org/live. 
     In May of 1929, 15 female parishioners began the Living Rosary at St. Bernard par-
ish. Members prayed a decade from one of the mysteries of the rosary each day 
so together a complete rosary of all the decades was prayed daily. 
     More than 90 years later, the membership has changed and grown to include both 
men and women, who daily recite an assigned decade. They almost complete five 20-
decade rosaries each day! 
     To become a member of the Living Rosary, you must commit to praying your dec-
ade every day and contact Diane Zander at 608-831-5167 or euzan@chorus.net. 

Our personal relationship with Jesus 
     We are happy to present you with this 
latest edition of the St. Bernard’s news-
letter – The Bee.     
     It contains timely information about 
parishioners and parish activities.    
     Please read it and feel free to share it 
with others.   
     You have probably heard me speak 
about the importance of the Eucharist in 
our lives.   
     The Real Presence of Jesus given to 
heal us and sustain us in our lives of 
Christian witness.   
     Christ himself says, “I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh 
for the life of the world” (John 6:51).   
     Christ’s enduring and real presence in 
the Eucharist is the answer to the prob-
lems and challenges we face. 
     The Eucharist is a gift. Receiving the 
Eucharist as a gift means that we accept 
it on Christ’s terms.  
     It means that we receive what Christ 
intended by it. It means that we allow 
our lives, with the help of his grace, to 
be modeled after his own.   
     At the heart of our receiving Christ is 
our own relationship with him.   
     Pope Francis says, “Being a Christian 
means having a living relationship with 
the person of Jesus; it means putting on 
Christ, being conformed to him.”   
     Likewise, Pope Benedict XVI says, 
“Christian faith is not only a matter of 
believing that certain things are true, but 
above all a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ.” 
     We should not be afraid to talk about 
a personal relationship with Jesus. Some 
think that the very concept is too 
Protestant or evangelical.   
     The truth is the Catholic Church has 
been using this language long before our 
Protestant friends were even around.  
     We do need, however, to reclaim this 
idea of personal relationship in our daily 

faith lives. 
     Here are some things that can help us 
work on our personal relationship with 
Jesus, as long as you choose him out of 
love and faith.   
     First, actively receive the sacraments. 
Enter deeply into the Mass. Make it part 
of your life. There is no better place to 
work on our personal relationship with 
Jesus than when we receive him in the 
Eucharist.  
     Do not put off going to confession.  
Try it once a month. You will not regret 
it.    
     Second, set time apart for daily prayer.  
It must be done in intimate union with 
God. Speak to God as if talking to a 
friend. When done talking simply listen.  
Prayer needs to be personal.  
     Third, read and meditate on sacred 
Scripture. The Bible is for all of us. A 
good way to start would be to spend some 
time with the readings prior to coming to 
Sunday and daily Mass. 
     Fourth, make a choice to grow in vir-
tue. Be open to the promptings of the Ho-
ly Spirit. Take an honest look at your 
lives and see where God may be asking 
more of us. Respond to God. 
     Fifth, perform acts of mercy and serve 
other in a selfless fashion. God created us 
to serve others. When we give ourselves 
in service, we grow as disciples.   
     Sixth, evangelize others. This one 
scares people. However, we need to be 
bold in sharing our faith. Both by what 
we say and what we do we can be true 
examples of the life that we are all called 
to live. 
     Retuning again to the popes, let me 
close with the beautiful words of St. John 
Paul II: “It is necessary to awaken again 
in believers a full relationship with Christ, 
mankind’s only savior.”   
     Let us all be awakened in discipleship 
through our relationships with Jesus.  
     Jesus said he came to set the world on 
fire. That is our mission too.—Fr. Brian 
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What role will you play in building the kingdom of God? 
By Laura Angle 
     We continue to work to align parish activities around our 
three focus areas: welcoming, com-
munity and mission.  
     On Aug. 3, the St. Bernard staff 
took half a day away from the office 
to reflect and brainstorm how to move 
the parish forward.  
     Evangelical Catholic consultant 
Mark Rose facilitated discussion, ac-
tivities and intercessory prayer, and 
left staff with the challenge to put 
thoughts into action.  
     Over the next few months, staff 
will continue defining goals and initi-
atives for the focus areas. 
     So far in our “welcoming” focus area, we have moved for-
ward with a new greeter ministry. (See related story on page 8.) 
     Volunteers have completed orientation to prepare them to be 
a warm and helpful presence before weekend Masses, so each 
person is invited in with a smile and a cheerful greeting. 
     Another “welcoming” initiative has been to create a parish 

ministry directory with descriptions of each parish group at St. 
Bernard and their contact information.  

     As new parishioners register or as existing 
parishioners look to increase their involve-
ment, the ministry directory will be a handy 
resource to determine the right fit. 
     For the “community” focus area, this 
summer we hosted a Family Block Party to 
provide parents and school-aged children 
with some time to enjoy barbeque and yard 
games in the beautiful summer weather.  
     Young adults have been gathering for 
summer activities, like kayaking, Concerts 
on the Square and a Mallards baseball game.  
     A new walking group formed and has 
gotten to know each other while exploring 

Middleton trails every Friday morning.  
     Youth ministry is making plans for middle school and high 
school students, and our parish picnic in September will be a  
larger  event for  the whole par ish to get together  for  Mass, 
lunch and family-friendly activities. Watch the bulletin for de-
tails about the picnic. Continued on page 8 

Other Income
48,620 

4%

Offertory Contributions
920,379 

80%

Investment Income
-182,018 

-16%

St Bernard Catholic Church
Operational Income 

FY 2022
(7/1/21-6/30/22)

Total Operational Income
$786,981

St. Bernard Parish  
Financial Update 

 
     St. Bernard’s offertory contributions grew 
2.1 percent in the financial year ending in June 
2022.  
     We could not have done this without your 
great stewardship of time, talent and treasure.  
     St. Bernard’s is grateful for your answer to 
the call of stewardship. 
     Unfortunately, St. Bernard’s investments 
were impacted by the overall market conditions 
and showed negative returns for the year. 
     Operational expenses are 5 percent above 
the prior year, up approximately $48,300.  
     The majority of the increase is due to the 
increase in the diocesan tax, representing a 
$30,500 increase from the prior year. This 
additional expense accounted for 63 percent of 
the expense increase. The additional diocese 
tax is due primarily to prior year investment 
returns.  
     St. Bernard also incurred $12,300 in interest 
expense to fund construction as pledges come 
in. 
     In a post COVID and inflationary market, 
we are happy to have only a 5 percent variance 
over prior year expenses.   
     In the coming fiscal year, we are looking 
forward to a decrease in the Diocese of 
Madison assessment and a rebound in our 
investments. These two areas of operations had 
the largest impact on the bottom line. 
     As we move forward into this fiscal year, we 
are excited to complete our construction 
project. Your generosity and commitment to 
paying your pledge is greatly appreciated.  
     Anticipated pledges when received will fully 
fund the expenses of this project. What a great 
blessing for our Parish!—Dan Fitzpatrick, 
Parish Business Manager 

Liturgical Expenses
41,136 

4%

Administrative Expenses
223,442 

22%

Educational Ministry Expenses
24,445 

3%
Property Expenses

196,795 
20%

Salaries & Benefits
510,840 

51%

St Bernard Catholic Church
Operational Expenses 

FY 2022
(7/1/21-6/30/22)

Total Operational
Expenses

$1,020,339
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Our History 
Church doors reflect the symbolism of the sacraments 

The lone surviving main doors is etched 
with a cross, anchor and flames depicting 
the virtues of faith, hope and love in the 
sacrament of Baptism. 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     The first thing that people see when 
they look at a building is the exterior 
doors. 
     For that reason, much thought was put 
into the decoration of the doors that 
would welcome St. Bernard parishioners 
into their new modern, liturgically correct 
church building in 1958. 
     Unfortunately, more attention was 
paid to the aesthetics of these doors than 
the function. 
     “They weren’t air tight,” said Tom 
Theis of our maintenance staff. “They 
had a half-inch gap between the two 
doors and a little seal on the top and bot-
tom, so they let a draft in.” 
     The doors were made of glass and 
were located at each of the church en-
trances on University Avenue, Parmenter 
Street and the parking lot (east) side of 
the church. 
     Over the years, Theis and his boss 
during the 1970s and 1980s, Clarence 
Bruenig, tried to keep the doors in good 
working order, but the un-tempered glass 
was easily broken by overuse and flying 
debris from the roads. 
     For those reasons, only four of the 
nine original doors have survived since 
1958.  
     Theis keeps them in the church base-
ment. 
     One of the survivors is a  main door 
with etchings of a cross, anchor and 

flames depicting the virtues of faith, 
hope and love in the sacrament of Bap-
tism. 
     According to the “100-year History 

of St. Bernard Parish” by Lorena Gordon, 
the symbols on the church doors called 
attention to the seven sacraments. 
     “The dove and tongues of fire repre-
sent the Holy Spirit and the seven gifts 
received in the sacrament of Confirma-
tion. 
     “The open and closed keys are sym-
bolic of the forgiveness in the sacrament 
of Penance.  
     “Loaves of bread and fish portray the 
promise at the time of the multiplication 
of the loaves and fishes representing the 
sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. 
     “The rings and hands joined and inter-
locked, shown on the east door, repre-
sents the sacrament of Matrimony, while 
the oil and urn, palm leaf, and an hour 
glass represent the anointing and peace 
that comes at the end of life after receiv-
ing the sacrament of the Living. 
     “The seventh sacrament received by 
those who live the life of a Religious is 
represented by the stigmatic hand, birds, 
a lamb and a branch, the symbols of St. 
Francis and his love of nature. 
     “On the west door is found a mitre 
and crosier, representing the dignity and 
authority of the Bishop, while the chalice 
and host, book and stole, represent the 
office of priesthood. 
     All of the doors were replaced during 
Fr. Pat Higgins’ tenure by the new tem-
pered glass doors that we use to enter the 
church today. 

ANNIVERSARY COUPLES: St. Bernard couples celebrating 50 or  more years of mar r iage in 2022 par ticipated in a Mass of 
Thanksgiving with Bishop Donald J. Hying of the Diocese of Madison at St. Francis Xavier Parish in August. They included from 
left to right: Charles and Catherine Garfoot; Larry and Bonnie Anderson; Glenn and Ann Johnston; Eugene and Diane Zander; Rich-
ard and Sharel Bakken; Roger and Jeanette Head; John and Joyce Fasanella; Tom and Wilma Cook; and Jim and Pat Schwartz. Not 
pictured: Al and Jean Stoppleworth; Bernard and Janice Pehl; Payton and Maria Hanson; Don and Mary Jo Acker and Donald and 
Carol Kratcha. 
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By Marian Doyle, OSF Bulletin Board 
     A plaque that was part of a grotto hon-
oring the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi 
will be moved to a prominent location at 
St. Bernard Parish in Middleton after 
years on private property. 
     Joseph Miller constructed the grotto in 
the backyard of the convent that, at the 
time, housed Sisters who taught in the 
parish school. 
     The convent was torn down after a 
fire many years ago, and the convent site 
is now home to an office building.  
     The owners offered the plaque to the 
parish. 

     Several 
Sisters who 
served at the 
parish have a 
clear 
memory of 
the grotto.      
     Sister 
Evelyn 
Brokish was 
a music 
teacher at 
the school in 
1961 when it 
was built. 
     “I was at 
St. Bernard’s 
when this 
was con-

structed,” said Sister Evelyn. “I taught 
music in the school from 1960 to 1967 
and was also the parish organist. 
     “As I recall, when the construction 
began, we Sisters were informed that 
‘something special’ would be constructed 
in our backyard.  
     “With great wonder, we could not 
imagine what the final product would 
become or how it would look.  
     “We were informed about the barbe-
cue grill on the backside when the grotto 
was about half-complete. What a pleasant 
surprise!  
     “Then we learned about the special 

plaque that was being prepared for the 
grotto. 
     “I do not recall when the plaque was 
inserted, or if it was inserted during my 
time at Middleton.  
     “Now as I look at the picture of this 
plaque, I see how detailed it is, and re-
alize what a remarkable tribute it is to 
all Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi who 
served at St. Bernard Parish.” 
     Other Sisters who were there at vari-
ous times in the 1950s, 1970s, 1980s 
and 1990s, include Sisters Mariella 
Boehmer, Charlotte Roost, Mary Jeanne 
Michels and Rose Kordick.  
     Since the 1940s, several dozen other 
Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi from 
Milwaukee served in the school and in 
pastoral ministry.  
     The school closed in 1974. 
     Sister 
Mary 
Jeanne 
said, 
“Those 
were some 
of my 
most 
memora-
ble years. 
And I 
remember 
that grot-
to.” 
     She 
said the 
parish 
was very 
active 
when she served there and in neighbor-
ing parishes in the ‘80s and ‘90s 
during the Renew years.    
     A dedication ceremony has yet to be 
planned for the plaque. 
     (Editor’s note: This is an excerpt 
from an article written for the OSF 
Bulletin Board, an internal newsletter 
for the Sisters of St. Francis in Mil-
waukee.) 

Sr. Mary Jeanne, Evelyn remember time at St. Bernard 

Bio for Sr. Evelyn 
 
    Sr. Evelyn had completed one year  
as a music student at Cardinal Stritch 
University when she entered the Sisters 
of St. Francis of Assisi in 1956.     
     She professed vows in 1959 and be-
gan her internship as music specialist at 
St. Sebastian Parish in Milwaukee.  
     After a year, she was transferred to St. 
Bernard Parish in Middleton, where she 
served as parish organist, assisted with 
classroom music and gave private lessons 
in piano and voice until 1967.  
     She was then assigned to St. John the 
Baptist Parish in Savanna, Ill. 
     Sr. Evelyn received her Bachelor of 
Music degree from Cardinal Stritch Uni-
versity in 1968 and continued her minis-
try at Savanna until February 1972.  
     She then took residency at Franklin 
Park while earning a Master of Music 
degree from DePaul University in 1974.  
     From 1972-81, Sr. Evelyn ministered 
at Ss. Faith, Hope and Charity Parish in 
Winnetka, Ill. In 1981, she was called to 
Memphis, Tenn., to serve as diocesan 
director of Music as well as director of 
Music and Liturgy for the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception.  
     During her time in Tennessee, she  
also ministered at St. Ann Parish in Bart-
lett before taking one year as a ministeri-
al sabbatical at St. Francis of Assisi Con-
vent in Milwaukee. 
     Following her time of sabbatical, Sr. 
Evelyn was director of Music and Litur-
gy at Our Lady of Grace Parish in High-
land, Ind., and Saint Mary of the Lake 
Parish in Gary, Ind.  
     From 1998 until 2001, Sr. Evelyn was 
a part-time student at Purdue Universi-
ty—Calumet Campus, studying Commu-
nications Arts with emphasis in Public 
Relations.  
     Following these studies, Sr. Evelyn 
opened a chocolate shop called Poverello 
Delights.  
     During these years, Sr. Evelyn was 
available to serve as a substitute organist 
wherever needed, including churches of 
various denominations.  
     In 2015, Sr. Evelyn retired from par-
ish work and the chocolate business.  
     She now serves as Director of Music 
and Liturgy for Sisters of Saint Francis of 
Assisi and Saint Francis Convent in St. 
Francis, Wis. 
 ————————————————- 
 
Obituaries for Sr. Justine and Sr. Mary 
Serena, who both passed away in 2020, 
can be found at: akeosfs.org/how-we-
serve/sisters-today/ 

Bio for Sr. Mary Jeanne 
 

     Sr. Mary Jeanne entered the Sister s of St. Francis of Assisi in 1959. She 
earned a bachelor's degree in Religious Studies from Cardinal Stritch University, a 
master's degree in Religious Education from Seattle University and certification in 
Applied Theology from the School of Applied Theology, Berkeley, Calif.  
     Over the years, she served in Wyoming, Colorado, the Diocese of Madison, St. 
Paul, Minn., and the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. She served as pastoral minister at St. 
Bernard Parish from 1987 to 1998. 
     Her ministries included: director of Religious Education; director of Vocation Ed-
ucation for the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi; liaison for OSF Corporations; and di-
rector of the Villa Rieti retreat house. She also served in pastoral ministry at St. Ann 
Center for Intergenerational Care in Milwaukee and mission ministry at Cardinal 
Stritch University.  

Sr. Mary Jeanne Michels 

Sr. Evelyn Brokish 
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New Deacon 
Wood becomes ‘extension of the Lord in this world’ 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     St. Bernard parishioner Craig Wood was ordained as a perma-
nent deacon on July 24 at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in 
Monona with Bishop Donald J. Hying officiating. 
     About 50 St. Bernard parishioners as well as Wood’s family 
and friends and priests and fellow deacons from the Diocese of 
Madison were present to witness the ordination. 
     In his homily, Bishop Hying urged Wood and his fellow can-
didate, Lee Eggers of St. Mary’s Parish in Platteville, to 
“continue with ever greater zeal, joy and generosity to place Je-
sus Christ and His saving mission at the very center of your life.  
     “In preaching the word of God as a herald of the Gospel serv-
ing at the altar and loving the poor, needy and suffering you be-
come living extensions of the Lord in this world and in His 
church.” 
     Hying said he thanked and praised the Lord for “all that He 
will accomplish through the two of you and your ministry in all 
the years to come. It fills us with joyful anticipation. How many 
people’s lives, hearts and souls will be touched by you? 
     “So, be generous, joyous, zealous and courageous as you go 
forth on this mission.  
     “Ordination unleashes you and sends you into the Church and 
into the world to do as much good as you possible can in the 
brevity of our earthly pilgrimage.” 
     After the homily, Wood stood before Bishop Hying and de-
clared his resolve to be consecrated for the Church’s ministry and 
promised to discharge the office with humility, to proclaim the 
Church’s faith in word and deed, to conform his life to the exam-
ple of Christ and to respect and obey the Bishop and his succes-
sors, according to the program. Continued on page 7 



Fall 2022      The Bee                             7  

     Wood and Eggers then prostrated themselves before the altar 
as the litany of saints was sung.  
     Then, as they knelt again, Bishop Hying laid his hands on 
each of their heads and prayed the prayer of consecration over 
them.  
     Both deacons were vested in a stole and dalmatic by a deacon 
friend. Wood chose Deacon Todd Burud of Cathedral Parish in 
Madison. 
     The stole, worn across the left shoulder by deacons, signified 
ordination. The dalmatic, a tunic of ancient Roman origin, is the 
vestment proper to a deacon, according to the program. 
     After they were vested as deacons, they again knelt before the 
bishop. The bishop placed the Book of the Gospels in each dea-
con’s hands and encouraged them to: “Believe what you read, 
teach what you believe and practice what you teach.” 
     Finally, the bishop greeted both with a sign of Christ’s peace.      
Other deacons present also welcomed the newly ordained dea-
cons into the Order of Deacons with a sign of peace. 
     Unlike transitional deacons, permanent deacons are ordained 
clergy not on the path to priesthood. They may be married prior 
to ordination. 
     Deacons can assist at the Mass by proclaiming the Gospel, 
giving the homily, serving at the altar and distributing Commun-
ion. They may also preside over funerals, witness weddings and 
perform baptisms.  

Top photo: Wood is vested by Deacon Todd Burud; middle 
left and right photos: Bishop Hying greets Wood with a sign 
of peace followed by the Order of Deacons; bottom left 
photo: Fr. Brian co-celebrates the Mass with Hying; bottom 
right photo: Wood is joined by his wife, Jane and daughter, 
Hillary in a photo with Fr. Brian and Bishop Hying. 
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Bereavement seminar  
sets two dates 

 
     Two days of a supportive compassion-
ate grief gathering have been planned for 
Nov. 9 and 16 for those who have lost a 
loved one recently or long ago. 
     Peggy Weber will guide you as you 
reflect on healthy grieving and review the 
grief cycle, grief process and healing 
journey.  
     We recognizing that we all move 
through our grief in our own unique way! 
     In this time of complicated uncertain-
ties because of Covid 19, we are all emo-
tionally and spiritually challenged. 
     With the non-death losses connected 
to Covid and your grief at this time, there 
is a survival need to become more aware 
of your inner strengths and resilience. 
     Please join us from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
on both days in the lower level of the 
Religious Education Center. 
     To register, contact Kevin Laufenberg 
at kevin@stbmidd.org or 608-829-5876. 

Our Community 
Greeters: Helping parishioners have a positive experience 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     In the Disciple Makers Index survey 
last fall St. Bernard parishioners were 
asked to rate how strongly they agree 
with the statement: “My parish helps me 
connect with the local Catholic commu-
nity by making me feel welcome and 
accepted.” 
     Twenty-seven percent strongly agreed 
with the statement. The diocese average 
was 38 percent, and the all parish average 
was 43 percent. 
     “So, we are lagging behind,” said 
Laura Angle, the coordinator of evangeli-
zation and parish outreach here at St. 
Bernard. “And we thought that this was 
an area that we could really improve up-
on.” 
     The perception is that people come to 
Mass and then immediately leave.  
     “There is not much building of com-
munity,” she said. “It is more a place to 
come for Mass and then head out for the 
rest of your day.” 
     The new parish center will give pa-
rishioners more opportunity to see and 
connect with each other before and after 
Mass, but it is not a “silver bullet.” 
     “We have to use the space in good 
ways to make it worthwhile,” Angle said.  
     One good way to use the space is the 
implementation of a greeter ministry. 
     “I envision people gathering in that 
space … to be greeted, to know that they 
are seen, that they are welcome, that we 
are happy that they are here and then for 
them to have that positive experience in a  
warm, welcoming environment. That is 

the goal of this greeter ministry over-
all.” 
     Prospective greeters are offered 
these tips for welcoming their fellow 
parishioners: 

 Smile! 

 Say “Good Morning!” and make 
eye contact with each parishioner. 

 Engage in conversation if the per-
son is open to it. 

 Learn the names of those you inter-
act with. 

 Provide a “warm handoff.” If you 
are helping a parishioner to connect 
with someone, try to find that per-
son in the moment to make a face-
to-face introduction. 

 Assist as needed. Try to answer 
their questions or find someone to 
answer their questions and show 
them where to go if they need help. 

 Keep a welcoming stance. Avoid 
crossing your arms or slumping. 

     Greeters are also encouraged to 
know where to find the exits, bath-
rooms, water fountains, lost and found, 
wheelchairs and children’s materials for 
Mass. 
     General parish knowledge is key to 
answering questions often asked by 
parishioners, such as where is handicap 
parking, the availability of gluten-free 
hosts, how does the hearing loop work, 
who are parish staff members, what are 
the parish office hours and what to do 
in an emergency. 
     Finally, Angle said greeters need to 

stay up-to-date on current information by 
reading the Sunday bulletin.  
     Among other things, they should 
know: what resources are available at the 
back of church; updated construction 
information; and any additional collec-
tions or donation drives scheduled for the 
weekend. 
     If you are interested in joining this 
ministry, please contact Angle at 
laura@stbmidd.org. 

ROLE from page 3 
     In “mission,” we are focused on fuel-
ing parishioners through sacraments and 
prayer and sending them into the world.  
     Three parishioners recently completed 
“Reach More” evangelization training, 
and the next training group will begin in 
mid-September.  
     With the National Eucharistic Reviv-
al, we will provide an opportunity to 
spend quiet prayer time in adoration be-
tween the 8 a.m., and 10:30 a.m., Sunday 
Masses on the third Sunday of each 
month.  
     Finally, a group of parishioners is 
solidifying their discipleship habits 
through monthly NextStep meetings. 
     The success of improving in our focus 
areas of welcoming, community, and 
mission is not just owned by staff.  
     Each parishioner can contribute to the 

cultural change of the parish.  
     Staff will ask for volunteers in vari-
ous initiatives, but there are many ways 
you can contribute that don’t need an 
official initiative or staff involvement.  
     At Mass, further the “welcoming” 
focus by saying “hi” to those you don’t 
know and being supportive of parents 
wrangling small children.  
     To build “community,” invite a fel-
low parishioner over for dinner or out 
to coffee to get to know them.  
     To further “mission,” focus on 
growing in your personal relationship 
with Jesus through daily prayer and 
define a way that you can personally 
show Christ’s love to someone who is 
lonely, directionless or in need.  
     Each parishioner has a role in build-
ing the kingdom. What role will you 
play?  

Camp Glow set  
for September 

 
     Camp Glow is a day camp for grieving 
children ages six through 14 and the 
adults who love them. 
     Because children experience grief dif-
ferently than adults, the camp is designed 
to specifically address the unique aspects 
of children’s grief. 
     At Camp Glow, children participate in 
activities designed to help them tell the 
story of their loved one and honor their 
memories. 
     The adult group will learn tools to help 
their children deal with grief while also 
grieving themselves.  
     The camp, which is free of charge, will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sept. 24 at 
St. John the Baptist School, 114 E. Third 
St., Waunakee.  
     Space is limited. Register by Sept. 19 
by visiting ssmhealth.com/Campglow or 
call 877-356-4514. 
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By Ellen G. Krenke 
     After meeting with interested parishioners and the parish staff 
in the spring, St. Bernard’s Care for Creation team has devised 
an action plan in response to a platform based on “Laudato Si,” 
the second encyclical from Pope Francis on “care for our com-
mon home.” 
     “The essential and exciting element of the action plan is that 
it’s not the Care for Creation team’s action plan, rather the 
parish’s action plan,” said Ben Roden of the team. 
     There are several goals listed in the platform, including: 1) 
response to the cry of the earth; 2) response to the cry of the 
poor; 3) ecological economics; 4) adoption of sustainable life-
styles; 5) ecological education; 6) ecological spirituality and 7) 
community resilience and empowerment.  
     The team will focus their efforts on four of these goals for the 
next two years: sustainable lifestyles, ecological education, re-
sponse to the cry of the poor and ecological spirituality. 
     For sustainable lifestyles, which includes church operations, 
the team had four proposals: 1) develop a parish policy for elimi-
nating the use of disposable serving and dishware; 2) communi-
cate ways to eliminate disposable plastics through the bulletin, 
flyers and parish events; 3) provide recycling bins for every 
room of parish buildings; and 4) conduct an energy audit. 
     The policy for eliminating the use of disposable serving or 
dishware would be posted and distributed to groups reserving 
any of the gathering spaces and serving food, including funerals, 
catered meals and Coffee Sundays. 
     Groups would be encouraged to bring their own water bottles, 
buy recycled materials when possible and wash the dishes used 
for their event. 
     The Care for Creation team would create bulletin information 
about local events and resources, such as the Middleton Recy-
cling Center.  
     The team would also host weekend collections of items recy-
cled by the Middleton site, such as styrofoam and plastic bags.  
     A coloring contest for a sign that would be posted over the 
collection bins would be held for parish children. 
     For the energy audit, the team would contact Madison Gas 
and Electric to conduct the audit and then review the audit find-

ings and set short- and long-term goals for the parish. 
     For ecological education, the team devised three proposals: 1) 
requesting needed supplies for the parish from parishioners in-
stead of buying new items; 2) encouraging parish youth to volun-
teer in Care for Creation events; and 3) incorporating a lesson on 
“Laudato Si” into the religious education program. 
     For community and serving those in need (response to the cry 
of the poor), the team had three suggestions; 1) organizing social 
and ecological events for the parish; 2) conducting regular cloth-
ing drives for local charities; and 3) outlining steps for serving 
those most vulnerable to environmental impacts. 
     The social and ecological events would include a garage sale 
ensuring unused household items get a second lease on life, a 
Green Fair with resources and materials about “going green,” and 
a plant or seed sale in the spring.   
     To help those impacted by the shortage of clean water, the 
team suggested donating water filters to families to stop the use 
of bottled water and to make a monetary donation to relief organ-
izations, such as Catholic Relief Services, working in other coun-
tries. 
     For ecological spirituality, the team proposed hosting Feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi and Earth Day events during a “Season of 
Creation” starting Sept. 1 and ending on Oct. 4. 
     They also suggested holding nature activities, encouraging 
parish involvement in local food pantry gardens, establishing a 
small garden on parish grounds and visiting gardens kept by pa-
rishioners for ideas on establishing urban gardens. 
     Each year, “Laudato Si” action platform participants complete 
a self-assessment of their practices in areas outlined by the 
“Laudato Si” goals.  
     “Understanding where we are today is the first step to under-
standing where we will go tomorrow,” according to a website 
devoted to the action platform.  
     The main goal of St. Bernard Care for Creation team is to 
reduce the parish’s impact on the environment and to encourage 
and assist individual parishioners on reducing their impact as 
well, all while growing in faith.  
     For more information about the Care for Creation team, con-
tact Ben Roden at baroden@yahoo.com. 

Care for Creation devises parish-wide action plan 

Our Lady of Hope Clinic to move to Middleton 
By Blaine Hechimovich 
     After 13 years and more than 10,500 patient appointments 
provided to the uninsured for free, Our Lady of Hope Clinic 
(OLHC) has outgrown its clinic space and will move to a new 
location in Middleton. 
     Established in 2009, OLHC was founded by a pair of doctors 
wishing to practice medicine through a unique healthcare model 
that allowed them to provide quality, personal and pro-life med-
ical care to paying members and the uninsured. 
     OLHC will move to 6255 University Ave., which is already 
configured into a clinic layout and will effectively double the 
clinic’s square footage, this fall.  
     The new clinic will have four exam rooms, a procedure 
room, an imaging room and a specialty care room as well as 
plenty of space for administrative staff and volunteers. 
     With the additional space, OLHC can begin to consider 
bringing on additional care team members as demand for medi-
cal care continues to rise. 
     OLHC is excited to announce a capital campaign, “Hope for 
the Future,” toc over the costs associated with moving into the 
new location.  

     “Hope for the Future” looks to raised $200,000 to update the 
new clinic space with new flooring, paint, updated medical 
equipment and furniture as well as minimal construction to se-
cure the new site. 
     The campaign is off to a great start witih a $50,000 lead gift 
donated by the Diocese of Madison. 
     Bishop Donald J. Hying is a strong proponent of the work 
being done at OLHC. 
     “I see Our Lady of Hope Clinic as an outreach of the 
Church’s concern for every person, especially those who are 
suffering, those who are in need of healing,” Hying said. 
     “It’s an extension of Jesus’ healing ministry. Any way that 
you can financially support Our Lady of Hope Clinic is much 
appreciated and will go a long way to serving people right here 
in Dane County.” 
     Prayerfully consider joining OLHC in “Hope for the Future” 
by learning more at ourladyofhopeclinic.org donating online or 
sending support to 6425 Odana Road, Ste. 13, Madison, WI 
53719. 
     Patients make Our Lady of Hope Clinic necessary, doctors 
make it possible and donors make it a reality. Pray for us! 
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Our Children 
Confirmation to be held at St. Bernard Parish in October 

     Confirmation for tenth graders will be 
held at St. Bernard again this year with the 
Most Rev. Donald J. Hying presiding. 
     Mass will begin at 1 p.m., Oct. 30 in 
the church. 
     Here is a list of class dates for those 
students preparing for Confirmation: 

 Sunday, Sept. 25  

 Sunday, Oct. 9  

 Sunday, Oct. 23  
     If possible, sponsors should be at the 
class on Oct. 23. We will spend some time 
in prayer together, having discussions 
with sponsors and a small rehearsal.  
     These classes are tentatively set for 6-
7:30 p.m., in the REC LL. 
     For more information, contact Geno 
Finn at geno@stbmidd.org. 

Religious education registration now available online 
     We are entering our second year of "A 
Family of Faith."   
     If you are new to our parish or our 
religious education program, we have 
moved to a family-based model.   
     In our effort to better support parents 
as the primary educators, especially in 
religious education, of their children, we 
recently overhauled the parish religious 
education experience! 
     All religious education will be led by 
parents and supported by the parish. We 
will host a monthly evening event in 
which all families come together to learn 

and pray. 
     Parents will then lead two lessons for 
their children in the home during the 
remainder of the month. There will also 
be optional social and community build-
ing activities during the year.  
     Even if you are not confident in your 
knowledge of the faith, you are perfect-
ly suited to teach your children our 
faith!   
     We will do everything possible to 
help you! Answering a personal or 
tough question with an honest, "I am not 
sure, but let me get back to you" is a 

perfect way to share with your children 
that we are all learning and growing in 
faith together!  
     Family of Faith nights will take place 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m., on the second 
Wednesday of the each month, September 
through May. The first class will be held 
Sept. 14. 
     Students preparing for First Reconcili-
ation/First Communion and Confirmation 
will receive schedules for specific for-
mation events and classes.   
     To register, go to www.stbmidd.org/
familyfaith. 

St. Bernard high school students enjoyed a fun night of games, ice cream and prayer at 
the parish in August. “This is an opportunity for me to start to get to know our high 
school teens of the parish,” said Geno Finn, the new director of religious education for 
grades six through 12 at St. Bernard Parish. Also, “part of living a life of discipleship 
is sharing your faith with others. These high school nights and events will help devel-
op this discipleship and to continue to grow in their relationship with Christ.” 

Preschool registration  
has begun! 

 
     Registration for the 2022-2023 year of 
Our Lady’s Good Helpers Preschool Co-
op has begun at stbmidd.org/olgh.  
     OLGH serves families with children 
ages 2-5 with a co-op style, faith-based 
preschool program at St. Bernard on 
Tuesday mornings September through 
May.  
     They also have a drop-in Toddler 
Time for parents and young children 
from birth to five.  
    A fee is required to cover supplies and 
snacks for the entire year. 
     The cost is $20 per child or $50 per 
family. 
     A small second collection may be 
taken if funds run out.  
     Please note that no one will be denied 
based on financial difficulty.  
     For more information, email          
OLGHpreschoolcoop@gmail.com. 



 

Sign up now  
for directory photo! 

 
We have partnered with  

Harmann Studios  
to create our new  

St. Bernard  
pictorial directory. 
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Finn: ‘Live your faith at home, school, on field, court, stage’ 

By Geno Finn 
     For those of you who I 
haven’t met, I wanted to tell 
you a little about myself and 
some of my hopes and plans 
for the youth at St. Bernard.  
     My name is Geno Finn. I 
grew up in Stockbridge, Ga., 
where my parents still live.  
     I was heavily involved in 
the youth group at my parish.  
     My entire life, I have been 
educated at Catholic schools 
and am so grateful for the ways 
that deepened my faith.  
     I studied Philosophy and 
Theology at Ave Maria Uni-
versity, where I was involved 
in many facets of campus life. 
I played soccer, ran cross-
country, participated in the pro
-life group, and worked for the 
athletic department. 
     After being immersed in 
that beautiful Catholic environ-
ment, moving back to Georgia 
and working in building resto-
ration brought about a number 
of challenges.  
     For months, other than at-
tending Mass most weeks, my 
faith was not as much of a pri-
ority to me.  
     After realizing that the 
world was not going to offer 
me the happiness I was seek-
ing, the Lord’s grace brought 
me out of this time of search-
ing.  
     I returned to a routine of 
prayer, regular Mass attend-
ance, and discerning how to 
give back to the Lord in the 
Church. 
     Trusting in God’s plan, I 
applied for and interviewed for 
jobs throughout the country.  
     While interviewing at Our 
Lady of the Assumption in 
Beloit, I was unsure, having 
never seriously considered 
moving to the north.  
     I said yes to the youth min-
istry position and moved to 
Wisconsin in 2014 not know-
ing a single person here.  
     Thanks to the community in 
the Diocese of Madison, espe-
cially within the youth minis-
ters and parish catechetical 
leaders, I quickly felt at home.  
     I felt so at home that I met 
my wife here! Lindsay and I 
got married in August of 2017 

Geno Finn, pictured here with his family, is the new director of religious education for grades six 
through 12 at St. Bernard Parish.  

here at St. Bernard.  
     We have two great boys, 
George who is 4 and Max 
who is almost 3.  
     As a family, we enjoy 
going on adventures together.  
     I love sports and enjoy 
running and working out 
whenever I get the opportuni-
ty.  
     We cheer for the Badgers, 
and I’m an Atlanta United 
and Chelsea fan.  
     I enjoy the art of smoking 
meats and trying to make 
BBQ as good as there is 
down south. 

     I have worked these past 
eight years in the Diocese of 
Madison at OLA, Blessed 
Trinity, and Blessed Sacra-
ment.  
     It has been a gift to wit-
ness and be a part of the 
transformation of teens in 
these parishes.  
     I am excited about work-
ing at St. Bernard and being 
a part of this parish commu-
nity. I look forward to in-
vesting in the teens' lives and 
sharing the gospel message 
with them.  
     My hope for this year is 

to get things back to a bit of 
normality.  
     There will be some excit-
ing in-person events for teens 
to attend here at the parish and 
around the Diocese.  
     I plan to attend sporting 
events, plays, musicals, etc. of 
the teens.  
     It’s important to live your 
faith not only in the parish and 
at home but also in your 
school, on the field, on the 
court and on the stage.  
     I look forward to meeting 
each of the teens and families 
of St. Bernard. 

Schedule your session on our website at stbmidd.org, by scanning this QR 
code with your cell phone or by calling the parish office at 608-831-6531.  



St. Bernard Congregation 
2015 Parmenter Street 

Middleton, WI 53562-2627 
608-831-6531 

Non-profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 2379 

Middleton, WI 53714 

“The Bee” is also posted on our 
Website at www.stbmidd.org. 
If you have any comments or 
suggestions, please contact us 

at 608-829-5872. 

Calendar of upcoming events at St. Bernard Catholic Church 
 
September    October     November  
1 - SVdP Meeting   5 - Luke House Meal Program  2 - Luke House Meal Program 
5 - Labor Day    5 - An Hour with Jesus   2 - An Hour with Jesus 
7 - Luke House Meal Program  6 - SVdP Meeting     3 - SVdP Meeting 
7 - An Hour with Jesus   10 - Columbus Day   6 - Daylight Savings Time ends 
8 - Madonna Rosary Makers Meeting 10 - KC Officer’s Meeting  7 - KC Officer’s Meeting 
11 - Parish Picnic   12 - Prayer Shawl Meeting  9 - Prayer Shawl Meeting 
12 - KC Officer’s Meeting  12 - NextStep Meeting   9 - NextStep Meeting 
12 - Directory photo sessions begin 17 - CMC Meal Program  11 - Veterans Day 
14 - Prayer Shawl Meeting  18 - Human Needs Meeting  15 - Human Needs Meeting 
14 - NextStep Meeting   19 - Creation Care Meeting  16 - Creation Care Meeting 
19 - CMC Meal Program  23 - Confirmation   21 - CMC Meal Program 
20 - Human Needs Meeting  25 - KC Council Meeting  22 - KC Rosary, Meeting 
21 - Creation Care Meeting  31 - Halloween    24 - Thanksgiving Day 

 
 If you do not receive Fr. Brian’s 
weekly email, please contact 
Barb Harrington at 831-6531 to 
add your email to our list.  
In our changing environment, 
Fr. Brian sends updates to our 
schedule as well as making other 
important announcements. 


