
“Do you perceive the alternation between relief and danger? Joseph left foreign territory
and returned to his ancestral land, discovering the slaughter of the children in the process.
Having left his household in Bethlehem, he again discovers remnants of his first dangers.
He finds that the son of the tyrant is alive and ruling as king. And how was it possible that
Archelaus should be king of Judea, when Pontius Pilate was in charge? Herod’s death had
recently occurred, and the kingdom had not yet been divided. But no sooner had Herod
died than his son took power in his father’s place . . . But if Joseph feared to make his way
to Judea, they say, on account of Archelaus, he ought to have been equally wary of Galilee
on account of Herod Antipas. But let us leave unexamined for now the rest of the question
as to whether he changed his place of residence, for his every impulse led away from
Bethlehem and its confines.” (St. John Chrysostom)

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
enrolled. And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.” (Matthew 2:1, 3-4)

I . The Fourth Dream of St. Joseph

Matthew 2: 2-22

“But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee."

II. Joseph Moves Away From Bethlehem to Nazareth
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“After the slaughter of the children occurred, the young Archelaus was under the
impression that everything else had been taken care of. Both the children in Bethlehem
had been eliminated and the one they were seeking to kill. But once he saw how his father
had lost his life, Archelaus became most conscious of the precedent and much more
diligent in contending with lawlessness. Therefore Joseph left Judea for Nazareth, both in
flight from the danger and at the same time out of love for his home country. And that he
might be more confident, he received a divine pronouncement from the messenger about
it” (St. John Chrysostom).

“And when he had once left the country of His birth, all the occurrences passed out of
mind; the rage of persecution had been spent in Bethlehem and its neighborhood. By
choosing Nazareth, therefore, Joseph avoided danger and returned to his country” (St.
John Chrysostom).

“If this could have been found in the Scriptures, he never would have said, ‘Because it has
been spoken by the prophets,’ but he would rather have spoken more plainly: ‘Because it
has been spoken by a prophet.’ As it is now, in speaking of prophets in general he was
shown that he has not taken the specific words but rather the sense from the Scriptures.
‘Nazarene’ is understood as ‘holy.’ Every Scripture attests that the Lord was to be holy. We
can also speak in another way of what was written... in Hebrew in Isaiah: ‘A branch will
blossom from the root of Jesse, a Nazarene from his root’” (St. Jerome).

III. Jesus of Nazareth

Matthew 21:11

“And the crowds said, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee.’”

Acts 10:38

“...how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” 

John 1:45-46

“Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, ‘We have found him of whom Moses in the law and
also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’”

IV. “A branch will blossom from the root of Jesse, a Nazarene from his
root” (Isaiah 11:1).



“Our Lord and Savior is called ‘the Nazarene’ as much after the name of the place, the city
of Nazareth, as from the mystery of the law. For, according to the law, those are called
Nazarenes who make an extraordinary vow of chastity to God, maintaining that vow with
the hair of their heads, which the ordained law had commanded them to offer as a
sacrifice.Therefore, because the author and ruler of every act of sanctity and piety is
Christ the Lord, who said through the prophet, ‘Let them be holy, since I am holy, says the
Lord,’ it was not undeservedly that he was called ‘the Nazarene.’ It was he who, following
truly what was preordained in the law, offered as a pledge to God the Father the sacrifice
of his own body. David spoke about this pledge when he said of the Lord, “Just as Jacob
swore an oath to the Lord, he was offered a pledge to God.’ The Lord would show himself
as the Nazarene at the time when he became a creature of flesh” (St. Chromatius).

“But if ‘the Nazarene’ is interpreted to mean ‘holy’ or, according to some, as ‘flower,’ this is
the designation found in many instances. For Daniel calls him ‘holy’ or ‘of the holy ones.’
Likewise we find in Isaiah: ‘A branch from the stock of Jesse and its flower.’ Even the Lord
says of himself in the Song of Songs, ‘I am the blossom of the plain, the lily of the valleys’”
(St. Cyril of Alexandria).

V. St. Joseph as Priest

Genesis 2:15

“The Lord God took the man [Adam] and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.”

Numbers 3:5-13

“'And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set them before Aaron the
priest, that they may minister to him. They shall perform duties for him and for the whole
congregation before the tent of meeting, as they minister at the tabernacle; they shall have
charge of all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, and attend to the duties for the people of
Israel as they minister at the tabernacle. And you shall give the Levites to Aaron and his sons;
they are wholly given to him from among the people of Israel. And you shall appoint Aaron
and his sons, and they shall attend to their priesthood; but if any one else comes near, he
shall be put to death.’ And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Behold, I have taken the Levites from
among the people of Israel. The Levites shall be mine, for all the first-born are mine; on the
day that I slew all the first-born in the land of Egypt, I consecrated for my own all the first-
born in Israel, both of man and of beast; they shall be mine, I am the Lord.’”



Note: ‘abad’ (Hebrew) – to till, or to serve; ‘shamar’ (Hebrew) – to keep, or to guard ‘the
garden’ or ‘the sanctuary’

St. Joseph Taught Jesus To Pray

“All are subject to the command to appear [before the Lord] excepting a deaf-mute, an
imbecile, a child... , women..., a man that is lame or blind or sick or aged... Who is
deemed a child? Any that cannot ride on his father’s shoulders and go up from
Jerusalem to the Temple Mount. So the School of Shammai. And the School of Hillel say:
Any that cannot hold his father’s hand and go up [on foot] from Jerusalem to the
Temple Mount... (Mishnah, Hagigah 1:1) (Brant Pitre).

(Numbers 8:24-26)

“’This is what pertains to the Levites: from twenty-five years old and upward they shall go in
to perform the work in the service of the tent of the meeting; and from the age of fifty years
they shall withdraw from the work of the service and serve no more, but minister to their
brethren in the tent of meeting, to keep the charge, and they shall do not service. Thus shall
you do to the Levites in assigning their duties.” 

Exodus 13:1-2

“The Lord said to Moses, ‘Consecrate to me all the first-born; whatever is the first to open the
womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.’” 

Genesis 14:18-20

“And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most High.
And he blessed him and said, ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, maker of heaven and
earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!’ And
Abram gave him a tenth of everything.”

1 Samuel 8:4-8

“Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to
him, ‘Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint for us a king to
govern us like all the nations.’ But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, ‘Give us a king
to govern us.’ And Samuel prayed to the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, “Hearken to the
voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have
rejected me from being king over them. According to all the deeds which they have done to
me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving
other gods, so they are also doing to you.”



King Herod employed carpenters to build the temple (ca. 19 B.C.): “For he [King Herod]
prepared a thousand wagons to carry the stones [for the temple], selected ten thousand of
the most skilled worksmen... and trained some as masons, others as carpenters (Greek
tektanos), and began the construction only after all these preparations had diligently been
made by him” (Josephus, Antiquities 15.390 [trans. LCL]) (Brant Pitre).

The carpenters trade: “When he [Jesus] was on earth he used to work as carpenter (Greek
tekton), making; ploughs and yokes...” (Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, 88) (Brant
Pitre).

“And while it is important for the Church to profess the virginal conception of Jesus, it is no
less important to uphold Mary's marriage to Joseph, because juridically Joseph's
fatherhood depends on it. Thus one understands why the generations are listed according
to the genealogy of Joseph: ‘Why,’ St. Augustine asks, ‘should they not be according to
Joseph? Was he not Mary's husband?... Scripture states, through the authority of an angel,
that he was her husband. Do not fear, says the angel, to take Mary your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. Joseph was told to name the child, although
not born from his seed. She will bear a son, the angel says, and you will call him Jesus.
Scripture recognizes that Jesus is not born of Joseph's seed, since in his concern about the
origin of Mary's pregnancy, Joseph is told that it is of the Holy Spirit. Nonetheless, he is not
deprived of his fatherly authority from the moment that he is told to name the child.
Finally, even the Virgin Mary, well aware that she has not conceived Christ as a result of
conjugal relations with Joseph, still calls him Christ's father [cf. Luke 2:48]’” (John Paul II,
Guardian of the Redeemer, 7).

VI. Christ the Priest and His Bride the Church

Ephesians 5:21-28, 32

 “Be subject on one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, be subject to your husbands, as
to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his
body, and is himself its Savior. As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives also be subject in
everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word, that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.Even so husbands
should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. This is a great
mystery, and I mean in reference to Christ and the church”.

VII. St. Joseph as Father



“Analyzing the nature of marriage, both St. Augustine and St. Thomas always identify it
with an ‘indivisible union of souls,’ a ‘union of hearts,’ with ‘consent.’ These elements are
found in an exemplary manner in the marriage of Mary and Joseph. At the culmination of
the history of salvation, when God reveals his love for humanity through the gift of the
Word, it is precisely the marriage of Mary and Joseph that brings to realization in full
‘freedom’ the ‘spousal gift of self’ in receiving and expressing such a love. ‘In this great
undertaking which is the renewal of all things in Christ, marriage-it too purified and
renewed-becomes a new reality, a sacrament of the New Covenant. We see that at the
beginning of the New Testament, as at the beginning of the Old, there is a married couple.
But whereas Adam and Eve were the source of evil which was unleashed on the world,
Joseph and Mary arc the summit from which holiness spreads all over the earth. The Savior
began the work of salvation by this virginal and holy union, wherein is manifested his all-
powerful will to purify and sanctify the family - that sanctuary of love and cradle of life’”
(John Paul II, Guardian of the Redeemer, 7).

“The Church deeply venerates this Family, and proposes it as the model of all families.
Inserted directly in the mystery of the Incarnation, the Family of Nazareth has its own
special mystery. And in this mystery, as in the Incarnation, one finds a true fatherhood:
the human form of the family of the Son of God, a true human family, formed by the divine
mystery. In this family, Joseph is the father: his fatherhood is not one that derives from
begetting offspring; but neither is it an ‘apparent’ or merely ‘substitute’ fatherhood.
Rather, it is one that fully shares in authentic human fatherhood and the mission of a
father in the family” (John Paul II, Guardian of the Redeemer, 21).

“At the circumcision Joseph names the child ‘Jesus.’ This is the only name in which there is
salvation (cf. Acts 4:12). Its significance had been revealed to Joseph at the moment of his
‘annunciation’: ‘You shall call the child Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins’ (cf.
Mt 1:21). In conferring the name, Joseph declares his own legal fatherhood over Jesus, and
in speaking the name he proclaims the child's mission as Savior (John Paul II, Guardian of
the Redeemer, 12).

“A son's circumcision was the first religious obligation of a father, and with this ceremony
(cf. Lk 2:21) Joseph exercised his right and duty with regard to Jesus. The principle which
holds that all the rites of the Old Testament are a shadow of the reality (cf. Heb 9:9f; 10:1)
serves to explain why Jesus would accept them. As with all the other rites, circumcision
too is ‘fulfilled’ in Jesus. God's covenant with Abraham, of which circumcision was the sign
(cf. Gn. 17:13), reaches its full effect and perfect realization in Jesus, who is the ‘yes’ of all
the ancient promises (cf. 2 Cor 1:20)” (John Paul II, Guardian of the Redeemer, 11).



“The growth of Jesus ‘in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man’ (Lk 2:52)
took place within the Holy Family under the eyes of Joseph, who had the important task of
‘raising’ Jesus, that is, feeding, clothing and educating him in the Law and in a trade, in
keeping with the duties of a father.

In the Eucharistic Sacrifice, the Church venerates the memory of Mary the ever Virgin
Mother of God and the memory of St. Joseph, because ‘he fed him whom the faithful
must eat as the bread of eternal life.’

For his part, Jesus ‘was obedient to them’ (Lk 2:51), respectfully returning the affection
of his ‘parents.’ In this way he wished to sanctify the obligations of the family and of
work, which he performed at the side of Joseph” (John Paul II, Guardian of the
Redeemer, 16).

“During the hidden years in Nazareth, Jesus learned at the school of Joseph to do the will
of the Father. That will was to be his daily food (cf. Jn. 4:34). Even at the most difficult
moment of his life, in Gethsemane, Jesus chose to do the Father’s will rather than his own,
[16] becoming ‘obedient unto death, even death on a cross’ (Phil 2:8). The author of the
Letter to the Hebrews thus concludes that Jesus ‘learned obedience through what he
suffered’ (5:8) (Francis, With a Father’s Heart, 3).

NOTE:
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