
These angels are the highest choir of angels. They praise God, calling, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is
the Lord God of Hosts” (Isaiah 6:3). The seraphic angels are named as such for their “burning
love” for God. They remain in perpetual adoration of God and most closely assimilate the Love
of God and His Holy Spirit.

“stood the seraphim; each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he
covered his feet, and with two he flew” (Isaiah 6:2).

The cherubim rank as the second highest choir of angels. They also remain in perpetual
adoration of God and know the “fullness of wisdom”. They are oriented towards God’s
knowledge; whereas, the seraphim are oriented towards God’s love. The cherubim also
remind us of God’s protection and His closeness to His people (cf. Gen. 3:24, 1 Kings 6:23).

“He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a
flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24).

The thrones rank as the third highest choir of angels. They communicate the love of God and
knowledge of God received from the seraphim and cherubim to the middle class of angels.
They are denoted as perfect in humility and justice. They communicate God’s Divine
Judgment to the Dominions, Virtues, and Powers as they exercise more immediate authority
over created things.
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“for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities – all things were created through him
and for him” (Colossians 1:16).

Hold the highest place of the angels of the second hierarchy. They are concerned with the
governance of the cosmos. The dominions mediate the power of God over creation. They are
universal stewards of creation and give instruction to the virtues and powers. The dominions,
powers, and virtues are known as “angels of creation.”

“for above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come” (Ephesians 1:21).

The virtues carry out God’s providential plan as given by the dominions. They have authority
over motion and the elements. They can control seasons, celestial bodies, physical nature,
and physical laws. They keep the cosmos ordered. They are the divine instruments for
miraculous works. They also give heroic virtue, courage, valour, and grace in difficult deeds
for the Lord.

“who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities [virtues],
and powers subject to him” (1 Peter 3:22).

The powers are warrior angels that protect creation and mankind from the attacks of evil
spirits. They have greater power and protect and defend the virtues who seek to carry out
God’s plan for creation and mankind from the evil powers who seek to disrupt God’s
providential plan. Ephesians 6:12 indicates that a number of the hosts of Satan may be of the
choir of powers. The powers give instruction to the lower hierarchal choirs for carrying out
God’s plan and introduce man to the higher mysteries of Christ.

“For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38).
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Just as God has created a hierarchal structural of leadership and administration for human
welfare, the same hierarchal structure exists for angels. As the virtues carried out God’s plan
and watched over the cosmos, the principalities care for cities, nations, and kingdoms. They
also minister to the hierarchal structure of the church in dioceses, provinces, and religious
communities. Just as every person has a guardian angel, every major sovereignty and
ecclesial province also has an angel.

“for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities – all things were created through him
and for him” (Colossians 1:16).

The archangels are the most mentioned choir of angels in Scripture (e.g. St. Michael,
Raphael, and Gabriel). This is fitting because the archangels, along with the guardian angels,
the two lowest choirs of angels, are those most in direct contact with people. The archangels
are also warrior angels that protect the principalities and assist them in carrying out their
divine directives.

“But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, disputed about the body of
Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a reviling judgment upon him, but said, ‘The Lord
rebuke you’” (Jude 1:9).

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones; for I tell you that in heaven their angels
always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 18:10). There are many
references to angels in sacred scripture, and the Fourth Lateran Council (1215) defined the
dogma of angels. It is generally accepted that not only do all baptized Christians have an
angel but that all persons created have a guardian angel. “For he will give his angels charge of
you to guard you in all your ways” (Psalm 91:11).
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