
PARISH OFFICE 

Located in the St. Isaac Jogues Parish Center 

HOURS:  

Monday – Friday | 9:00am – 3:00pm 

PHONE: 856-797-0999   

WEBSITE: www.cosij.org 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRAYER: 

If you wish to visit the church for prayer, please 

stop by the Parish Office during regular business 

hours; a staff member will let you into the church.  

ADORATION CHAPEL OF THE SACRED HEART: 

Open 8:00am-8:00pm daily  

Please contact the Parish Office for access code.  

CLERGY & STAFF  

Pastor 

Rev. James Smith, Ext. 102 

frsmith@cosij.org 

Deacon 

John Scanlon 

john.scanlon@cosij.org 

Parish Secretary 

Kathleen McNellis, Ext. 101 

parishoffice@cosij.org 

Bulletin/Communications Coordinator 

Elizabeth Zimak, Ext. 103 

(Bulletin articles due 2 weeks before publishing 

date to bulletin@cosij.org) 

Parish Bookkeeper 

Deana Ott, Ext. 104 

deana.ott@cosij.org 

Director of Music 

Gregory Safko 

music@cosij.org 

Religious Education Office: (856) 817-1309 

Coordinator of Religious Education and  

Youth Ministry 

David Barr, Ext. 105 | david.barr@cosij.org 

Administrative Assistant of Religious Education 

and Youth Ministry 

Anna Lorang, Ext. 112 | anna.lorang@cosij.org 
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~ September 14, 2025 ~ 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

WEEKLY MASSES:  

Monday– Friday | 8:30am (Monday-Communion Service) 

Saturdays | 5:00pm (After 3:30pm Confessions)  

Sundays | 9:00am & 11:00am  

RECONCILIATION:  

Saturdays | 3:30pm-4:30pm | Reconciliation Room 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD PANTRY: 

Open Monday & Wednesday | 10am-12pm | SVdP Helpline: 856-797-7352 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!  DONATE ONLINE! 



 

 

Saturday September 13, 2025 

5:00pm  People of the Parish  

Sunday  September 14, 2025 

  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

9:00am  Mary Isaia ☩ 

  r/o Tony Isaia 

  Ron Dromsky ☩ 

  r/o St. Vincent de Paul Society 

  Mary Amato ☩ 

  r/o Gene & Edrie Broz 

11:00am  Ocampo-Pineda Families 

  r/o Drs. Pineda 

  Anita Saraco ☩ 

  r/o SIJ Parish Council 

  & Bereavement Ministry 

Monday  September 15, 2025  

8:30am         Communion Service  

Tuesday   September 16, 2025  

8:30am  Communion Service 

Wednesday     September 17, 2025 

8:30am             Communion Service  

Thursday        September 18, 2025 

8:30am             Communion Service 

Friday              September 19, 2025 

8:30am             Carmella Porter ☩ 

             r/o SIJ Parish Council 

             & Bereavement Ministry 

             Healing for Nina Zuccarelli 

             r/o Stephanie & Anthony Rapacchia 

Saturday         September 20, 2025 

5:00pm             Carol M. Dean ☩ 

  r/o Dottie & Dave Thompson 

  Merle Adams ☩ 

  r/o Niece Betty Monaghan  

  St. Vincent de Paul Anniversary 

  r/o St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Sunday           September 21, 2025 

            Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

9:00am            People of the Parish     

11:00am          Estelito P. Mendoza ☩ 

            r/o Drs. Pineda  

            Robert Duffy ☩ 

            r/o The Urday Family  
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Phyllis Ambrosio, John Amici, Joseph Amici, Diane B., Bob  

Bartek, Baby Julian Blau, Alane Brendley, Dee Brendley,  

Richard Brendley, Linda Brunges, Dion Callaghan, Donna  

Callaghan, Caren Carpenter, John Carr, Debbie Collier, Scott  

Co l l ie r ,  Jus t in  DaTor re ,  R ich ie  DeBel l a ,  V incent  

Degliomini, Deacon Joe & Rosemarie DeRosa, Joseph  

De Sessa, Thomas DeSimone, Julio Difiore, Jane DiGiovanni,  

Robin DiPietro, Mary Beth Doherty, Sloane Donnelly, Judy  

Dutton, Kevin Fox, Joseph Gallagher, Millie Gaskins, Helen Gidel, Cindy 

Ginhardt, Diane & Nick Grasso, Joan Hathaway-Barr, Michael Hauger, 

Jessica Henrich, Eugene Herman, Jean Immar, Anthony Isaia, Theresa 

Isaia, Ryan Jastrzembski, Kathryn Kellmayer, Mario Kundrat, Glenn  

Lockwood, Peggy Luciani, Mary Lytle, Brian M., William  

Maldonado, Jose Marinella, Sr. Josephine Mascera, Kristin  

MacNamara, Ashley McNellis-Sinnwell, Manuel DeLima Mendes, Neyde 

Santana Mendes, Mary Mento, Marlene Mikusa, Dr. Anthony Minissale, 

Maggie Ortiz, Fr. Martin Padovani, Joyce Palermo, Stephanie Palladino, 

Ann Marie Palladino, Isabella Petitto, Lourdes Pineda, Rica Pineda, 

Brayden Prudente, Marie Redmer, Rudi Rodriguez, Karen Rollo, Na-

thaniel Roselli, Christopher Ruggiano, Nicholas Joseph Salamone III,  

Joseph Samoni, Rosa Maria Santos, Michael Sarne, George, Wendy, 

Dan & Sara Schetter, Ethan Schwartz, Tyler Seaman, Harrison Senda, 

Louise Siciliano, Tyler Sinnwell, Lorraine Slyman, Gerald Soboleski, 

Christian Spicer, Theresa Stockett, Len Schuchman, James Vega, 

Ethan Wang, John Yanushka, Annamarie Zamichieli, Nina Zuccarelli, 

Elizabeth Zurcher 

Starting Sept. 15, names on our parish sick list will remain there for 

approximately 3 weeks. If  you would like to keep your loved one’s 

name on our list for an additional 3 weeks, or would like their name 

to be removed, please contact the Parish Office. Thank you! 
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For Our Members in the Military 

 LCpl Patrick J. Bayrne, US Marine Corps; Kenneth R. 

Blackmon, RADM, US Navy; 1LT TJ Burdette, US Marine Corps; 

SPC Sean E. Byrne, US Army; PVT Matthew Cameron, US Marine Corps - 

Parris Island; A1C Jeffrey G. Dinich, US Air Force; A1C Peter Dinich, US Air 

Force; 2LT Andrew Erdmann, US Marine Corps/Quantico; PVT John E.  

Loeber III, US Marine Corps; 1LT Brandon Lopez, NJ Army National Guard; 

SSG Stephen MacCrory, US Army; Capt. Joseph L. McGettigan, USNA; CPL 

Brett Koerner, US Marine Corps; CW2 Ryan O'Rourke, US Marine Corps; 

SrA Dominic Prate, US Air Force; Sgt Leland Eric Renoff, US Marine Corps; 

Capt Jason Rosenthal, US Marine Corps; PO1 Kurt Scheifele, US Navy 



 Praised be Jesus Christ! Today we celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. This 
feast, dating back to the early Church in Jerusalem, was originally celebrated by bringing crosses to the 
site of the Holy Sepulchre of Jesus. St. Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine the Great,  
discovered the relic of the True Cross of Christ in Jerusalem. Together with Bishop Macarius of  
Jerusalem, she ordered the demolition of the pagan temple of Venus that covered the holy site.  

Excavations uncovered three crosses; nails and a piece of wood on which were inscribed in white letters in Hebrew, in 
Greek, and in Latin, the following words: Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the Jews. A miraculous healing of a dying  
woman identified the True Cross as the one that brought her back to life. 
 
 Emperor Constantine built the Church of the Holy Sepulchre atop the tomb of Jesus and a small shrine, called 
a Martyrion, on Golgotha where Christ was crucified. Both sites have been venerated by pilgrims ever since. Relics of 
the True Cross may also be venerated in Rome at the Basilica of Santa Croce (Holy Cross) and the Basilica of San 
Claudio, in London at St. Paul’s Cathedral, and other churches throughout the world, in small fragments. These  
fragments remain focal points of pilgrimage, liturgical celebration, and personal devotion, keeping the memory of 
Christ’s Passion alive in the life of the Church. Sadly, a fragment had also been kept at Notre-Dame de Paris until it 
was destroyed in the 2019 fire. 
 
 Last Sunday, we witnessed the canonization of Saints Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati by Pope Leo XIV. 
Acutis is the first millennial Saint, and venerated for his love of the Eucharist and devotion to the Blessed Mother.  
Frassati is venerated for his life of beatitude and dedication to social justice and service to the poor. Both are wonderful 
examples of ordinary men living out their Catholic faith. Saints Acutis and Frassati, pray for us! 
 
 On Tuesday, I will be traveling to Galloway for our annual convocation of priests. Bishop O’Connell welcomes 
us to this event every year as we gather for several days of reflection, prayer, and fellowship with one another. This is 
the one time during the year that most of the priests of our diocese are able to be together. It is a great opportunity for 
us to catch up with one another. We have a guest speaker providing reflections as well as updates from the bishop and 
other diocesan offices. Please pray for our bishop and all the priests of our diocese. There will be no daily Masses on 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday this week, but Deacon John will be offering Communion Services at the regular 
time. 
 
 Walking with Purpose, our women’s Bible Study, began last week. This study was well attended last year and 
offers morning and evening sessions every Thursday. For those women who would like to join, it is not too late to get 
started. Please contact Anna Lorang at anna.lorang@cosij.org for more information or to sign up. This is open to  
parishioners and non-parishioners alike. We welcome all those women who desire to grow in their walk with Christ as 
they study the Scriptures together. 
 
 In our first Reading from the Book of Numbers, the Israelites were punished with poisonous serpents for 
grumbling against God. All sin has consequences, particularly those against God. But, the people begged Moses to ask 
God to take the serpents away. The Lord has Moses create a bronze serpent and hang it up in a tree so that those who 
had been bitten may look upon the bronze serpent and be healed. Sometimes we have to stare death in the face to 
overcome our fear. Fear is crippling, like being bit by a poisonous serpent. But, God gives us the strength and the  
courage to face our fears and assures us that if we walk with Him, He will be our God and we will be His people. In  
other words, we should have confidence that God is always with us, as Jesus says, even to the end of time. 
 
 St. Paul shows how God exalted Jesus in the most unlikely way through his death on the Cross. The Cross 
stands as a paradox: The symbol of ultimate suffering and death becomes the symbol of Resurrection and eternal life. 
The Israelites were dying in the desert because they failed to trust God. It was not until they did what the Lord  
commanded that they were saved. Jesus was completely obedient to the Father and though he suffered death on the 
Cross, he was nevertheless saved. Now he sits at the right hand of the Father where he intercedes for us. 
 
 Jesus says, “And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” May our belief in the Risen Christ dispel our own 
fears and let us always look upon the Holy Cross of Christ as the true source of our salvation. 
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Devotional Lamps 

September 14-20  

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for: 

Our Bishop, David O’Connell 

The Fatima Lamp will burn for: 

Those injured in the recent Minnesota shooting 

The St. Michael Lamp will burn for: 

Healing for Christopher Ruggiano  

r/o Angie & Mike Barrile  

The Adoration Chapel Lamps will burn for: 

Geraldine Browdowski r/o Nancy Jamanow   

 

We encourage you to reserve a Devotional Lamp for your intentions at 

the Welcome Center in the Gathering Space after all weekend Masses. 

You may also visit/call the Parish Office during normal business hours.  

BAPTISM 

Baptisms are celebrated on the second and fourth Sundays of the 

month. Parents and godparents are required to attend a brief  

Baptismal Preparation before scheduling their child for baptism. At 

least one godparent must obtain a certificate of eligibility from the 

church where they are currently registered. To register your child 

for baptism, please call the Parish Office at 856-797-0999 ext. 101.  

MARRIAGE 

If you would like to celebrate your wedding at the Church of St. 

Isaac Jogues, arrangements must be made at least a year in ad-

vance. At least one person should be a registered member of the 

parish. For more information, please call the Parish Office at 856-

797-0999 ext. 101.  

HAVE YOUR MARRIAGE BLESSED 

If you are currently civilly married (or were married in a different 

faith/Christian denomination) and would like to have your marriage 

blessed by the Catholic Church, please contact our pastor, Fr. Jim, 

at (856) 797-0999, ext. 102, or frsmith@cosij.org.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick may be requested in times 

of serious or grave illness. Please call the Parish Office as soon as 

possible and we will contact a priest for you. If you are unable to 

reach us or if there is an emergency, please call 856-797-0999, 

ext. 106.  

THINKING OF BECOMING CATHOLIC?  

The Church of St. Isaac Jogues offers classes for children, 

 teenagers and adults who are interested in becoming Catholic (or 

have not yet received all of their Sacraments). For more infor-

mation, please contact Deacon John at john.scanlon@cosij.org.  
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

3:00pm—Confessions   

5:00pm—Mass  

6:00pm—Designer Bag Bingo Ticket Sales 

(Gathering Space; After All Masses) 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

9:00am—Mass    

11:00am—Solemn Mass 

12:15pm—Baptism (Church) 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

8:30am—Communion Service/Rosary (Chapel) 

10:00am-12:00pm—Food Pantry 

7:00pm—St. Vincent de Paul (Room 6) 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

8:30am—Mass/Rosary (Chapel) 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

8:30am—Communion Service/Rosary (Chapel) 

10:00am-12:00pm—Food Pantry 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

8:30am—Communion Service/Rosary (Chapel) 

10:30am & 7:00pm—Walking with Purpose (Hall) 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

8:30am—Mass/Rosary (Church)  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

3:30pm—Confessions 

5:00pm—Mass  

6:00pm—Altar Server Training (Church) 

6:00pm—Designer Bag Bingo Ticket Sales  

(Gathering Space; After All Masses)  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

9:00am—Catechetical Sunday Mass        

10:00am—Fellowship Sunday  

(After Sunday Masses; Hall) 

11:00am—Solemn Mass        

12:30pm—OCIA (Conference Rm.) 

This Week at St. Isaac’s 

COLLECTION REPORT 

9/7/25 Weekly   $8,377.00 

Debt Reduction  $936.00 

Total    $9,313.00 

Parish Giving 

9/5/25 Weekly    $5,986.00 
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We are excited to begin a new year of 

Children’s Religious Formation on  

Monday, September 22 and Tuesday,  

September 23!  

Please note that the first day of class is 

not a student drop-off. Instead, we will 

begin with a Parent Meeting during 

class time.  

• Students will go with their teachers 
and classmates to their new  
classrooms. 

 

• Parents/Guardians will meet 
with Mr. Barr in the Parish Hall to  
review calendars, expectations, events, 
and more. 

 

• We kindly ask that at least one  
     parent/guardian attend. 

 
Once the meeting concludes, parents will 
meet their child’s teacher, and then  

everyone is free to go. We look forward 

to seeing you and beginning another 

great year together!   
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(Second Bann) Patricia G. Donahue & Daniel C. Delayo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sign of Peace 

The sign of peace follows the recitation of the Our Father at 

Mass  as  p repara t ion fo r  Ho ly  Communion , 

signifying ecclesial communion, mutual charity, and  

reconciliation before the faithful receive the Body and Blood of 

Christ. 

Expression of Ecclesial Communion and Mutual Charity 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) states that 

the Rite of Peace fol lows the Our Father,  

during which “the Church asks for peace and unity for  

herself and for the whole human family”. This gesture is a  

concrete expression of the fraternal love and unity that should 

characterize those who are about to share in the one Bread of 

Life. 

Connection to Forgiveness and Reconciliation 

The placement of the sign of peace immediately after the Our 

Father is significant because the Lord’s Prayer  

includes the petition, “Forgive us our trespasses, as we  

forgive those who trespass against us”. This petition  

highlights the necessity of reconciliation and forgiveness among 

believers as a prerequisite for worthily receiving the Eucharist. 

Pope Francis emphasized that it is impossible to communicate 

with the one Bread that makes us one Body in Christ without 

recognizing that we are reconciled by fraternal love. Christ’s 

peace cannot take root in a heart incapable of experiencing  

fraternity and restoring it after it has been wounded. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church also notes that God does 

not accept the sacrifice of a “sower of disunion” but commands 

reconciliation with one’s brother first, because “God can be ap-

peased only by prayers that make peace”.  The better offering to 

God is peace, brotherly concord, and a people made one in the 

unity of one in the unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Christ as Our Peace 

The peace offered in the rite is not merely a worldly peace but 

the peace of Christ himself. As Ephesians 2:14-17 states, Christ 

“is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and 

has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between 

us... and might reconcile both groups to God in one body 

through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through  

it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off 

and peace to those who were near”. The Eucharist itself is seen 

as the bond of peace, gathering people, overcoming  

barriers, and unifying them in a new way. 

Liturgical Practice 

After the priest says the prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, who said to 

your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you”, he ex-

tends and joins his hands, giving the greeting of peace to the 

people: “The peace of the Lord be with you always”. The people 

respond, “And with your spirit”. The sign of peace is complete in 

th is  exchange between the pr iest  and the  

people. 

As an option, when appropriate, the priest (or deacon) may add, 

“Let us offer each other the sign of peace”, and the faithful may 

exchange a sign that expresses peace, communion, and charity. 

The manner of this sign is typically a handshake, though other 

culturally appropriate gestures may be used as determined by 

the local Bishops’ Conference, but it is generally offered to those 

nearest in a sober manner. 

Historically, the sign of peace was a kiss. In the second  

century, St. Justin Martyr wrote in his letter to Antoninus, “When 

the prayers are concluded we exchange the kiss.” The Catholic 

Encyclopedia explains that “the kiss” is “the kiss of peace.” In 

recent times, people have found it difficult to shake hands let 

alone kiss each other. Many opt to simply wave or hold up their 

hand. This has added some confusion when exchanging the 

sign of peace. Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, Pope  

Benedict XVI, in Sacramentum Caritatis, noted discussions  

during the Synod of Bishops about the appropriateness of 

“greater restraint in this gesture, which can be exaggerated and 

cause a certain distraction in the assembly just before the  

reception of Communion”. At a time when Christ is truly and 

substantially present on the altar, some may find themselves 

distracted by the sign of peace. Still, Benedict XVI affirmed that 

“nothing is lost when the sign of peace is marked by a sobriety 

which preserves the proper spirit of the celebration, as, for  

example, when it is restricted to one’s immediate  

neighbours”. Nevertheless, should the invitation not be  

extended, for example, to foster deeper reverence for the Real 

Presence of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, the Sign of 

Peace is completed with the people’s response, “And with your 

spirit.” 

In summary, the sign of peace following the Our Father is a  

liturgical action that concretely expresses the unity, charity, and 

reconciliation among the faithful, preparing them  

spiritually to receive Christ in the Eucharist, who is the source of 

all peace and unity. The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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This week’s donation of altar 

bread & wine was made  

possible in part by Mr. & 

Mrs. Persechino. Thank you! 

Please note: Communion services will be held from 

Monday, September 15-Thursday, September 18 at 

8:30am in the Chapel. Our regular Daily Mass 

schedule will resume at 8:30am on Friday,  

September 19. Thank you for your understanding! 
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 We will be offering our first-year  

program, Opening Your Heart, to any 

women who were unable to take part 

in last year’s Walking with Purpose 

study. These meetings will also be 

held at 10:30am and 7pm on  

Thursdays.  If you are interested in 

purchasing an Opening Your Heart 

book (cost is $50), please contact 

Christine at cfrasos@live.com or  

Anna at anna.lorang@cosij.org.  
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