
Summer
Course on Wednesday Nights. 

6:30-7:30 PM
Stay tuned

















Christianity claims Jesus is God, which is unique in religions
He is not just a great teacher or a nice guy but the Messiah
Come to some understand of the relationship with Jesus to the world
Jesus’ teachings

Beatitudes
Loves Enemies
Prodigal Son
Final Judgment
Metanoia



Moses and the burning Bush
The name that God gave, “I am who am”
St. Anselm’s definition of God

Arguments for God’s existence by Aquinas
Pope Benedict’s Argument

Our desire to understand God



The relationship between Philosophy and Theology

The Church sees philosophy as the helpmate to Theology
Requirements of Philosophy before studying Theology
Catholicism has a whole tradition of studying God

Intellectual pursuit of God through reason and faith



Formation Program for Priesthood

Human Formation
Intellectual Formation
Pastoral Formation 
Spiritual Formation 



Academic Studies in preparation for Priesthood

Dogmatic/Systematic Theology
Moral Theology
Sacramental Theology
Biblical Theology
Pastoral Theology
Church History



Lack of appreciation of breadth and depth the 
Catholic Theological Tradition.

Approaches to God
1. Prefer only the affective side to faith
2. Prefer only the biblical approach to faith
3. Prefer only the moral dimension to the faith
4. Prefer only the spiritual/mindfulness in faith

When engaging someone on faith, know from 
where he/she is coming.



This week will not appeal to some.
No inspiring stories who have lived the faith
No moving or emotive stories of Jesus

Appealing to the intellect, reason, clarify language
Have confidence of what we say about God
To think about right belief
Communicate to others right belief
See in arguments heresy and unorthodoxy 



Moses and the burning Bush
The name that God gave, “I am who am”
St. Anselm’s definition of God

Arguments for God’s existence by Aquinas
Pope Benedict’s Argument

Our desire to understand God



God replied to Moses: I am who I am. 
Then he added: This is what you will tell 
the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you. 
(Ex 3:14)







Lived from 1033/44 – 1109
The father of Scholasticism in the Middle Ages
He was a Benedictine Monk

God is that which nothing greater can be 
thought.

Something existing in thought only and not in reality is not the greater 
being that can be conceived.  So, one that can be conceived and does is 
exist in reality is the highest being and that we call God.



God is not a being in the world
God is not a being outside the world

All that exist is not God plus existence

God is being, God is

What does this mean?  I do not know but I 
know what God is NOT!



40 Since our knowledge of God is limited, our language about him is 
equally so. We can name God only by taking creatures as our starting 
point, and in accordance with our limited human ways of knowing and 
thinking.

41 All creatures bear a certain resemblance to God, most especially 
man, created in the image and likeness of God. The manifold 
perfections of creatures - their truth, their goodness, their beauty all 
reflect the infinite perfection of God. Consequently we can name God 
by taking his creatures" perfections as our starting point, "for from the 
greatness and beauty of created things comes a corresponding 
perception of their Creator".



42 God transcends all creatures. We must therefore continually purify 
our language of everything in it that is limited, image-bound or 
imperfect, if we are not to confuse our image of God--"the 
inexpressible, the incomprehensible, the invisible, the ungraspable"--
with our human representations.16 Our human words always fall short 
of the mystery of God.

43 Admittedly, in speaking about God like this, our language is using 
human modes of expression; nevertheless it really does attain to God 
himself, though unable to express him in his infinite simplicity. 
Likewise, we must recall that "between Creator and creature no 
similitude can be expressed without implying an even greater 
dissimilitude"; and that "concerning God, we cannot grasp what he is, 
but only what he is not, and how other beings stand in relation to him."



213 The revelation of the ineffable name "I AM WHO AM" 
contains then the truth that God alone IS. The Greek 
Septuagint translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, and following 
it the Church's Tradition, understood the divine name in this 
sense: God is the fullness of Being and of every perfection, 
without origin and without end. All creatures receive all that 
they are and have from him; but he alone is his very being, and 
he is of himself everything that he is.

230 Even when he reveals himself, God remains a mystery 
beyond words: "If you understood him, it would not be God" 
(St. Augustine, Sermo 52, 6, 16: PL 38, 360 and Sermo 117, 3, 
5: PL 38, 663).



Indirectly through his effects in creation

See the author/creator in what he created



1. Prime Mover
2. First Cause
3. Contingent Beings
4. Gradation of Perfection
5. Move to End/purpose/design (Teleological)



Argument from 
intelligibility

Things are intelligible

There are things to learn.  
The world was not dumbly 
put here (if so there would 
be no science to learn)

To learn to is think 
something that was already 
thought and known.



God omnipotence – God is not the strongest being 
around but is presses upon all that he made with 
power

God omniscience – God is not the smartest but 
knows all things into being, knowing precedes all 
that is

God omnipresence – not that he is this force, but he 
stands under all finite reality and present in all of it.



History of Catholic Spirituality

The Cloud of Unknowing anonymous 
in the latter half of the 14th century. 
The text is a spiritual guide on contemplative prayer in the 

The way to know God is to abandon consideration of God's 
particular activities and attributes, and be courageous enough to 
surrender one's mind and ego to the realm of "unknowing", at 
which point one may begin to glimpse the nature of God.

Via negative, Apophatic theology, negative theology 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contemplative_prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God


Legend  with Augustine on the Trinity.  

while walking along the Mediterranean 
shoreline meditating on the mystery of 
the Trinity, he met a child who with a 
seashell was trying to pour the whole sea 
into a small hole dug in the sand. 

Augustine told him that it was impossible to 
put the sea in that hole, and the child replied 
that it was also impossible to try to 
understand the infinity of God within the 
limited confines of the human mind.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity



