
Summer
Course on Wednesday Nights. 

6:30-7:30 PM
Stay tuned

















Christianity claims Jesus is God, which is unique in religions
He is not just a great teacher or a nice guy but the Messiah
Come to some understand of the relationship with Jesus to the world
Jesus’ teachings

Beatitudes, Loves Enemies, Prodigal Son, Final Judgment, Metanoia
God as I AM, importance of right belief and language is limited



Summary:

1. A Provident Creator
2. The Problem of evil

a) Believing in God and experiencing evil
b) The Book of Job
c) The Crucifixion

3. The Trinity
4. Challenge to come to know



302.Creation has its own goodness and proper 
perfection, but it did not spring forth complete 
from the hands of the creator.  The universe was 
created “in a state of journeying” toward an 
ultimate perfection yet to be attained.  







Theodicy

The vindication of divine goodness and 
providence in view of the existence of 
evil.

This has been part of our faith in God for a 
long time.





uBlack is the lack of light.

uEvil is the lack of Good

uWhite is the fullness of all colors

u



uBlack is the lack of light.

uEvil is the lack of Good

uWhite is the fullness of all colors

u



309 If God the Father almighty, the Creator of the 
ordered and good world, cares for all his creatures, 
why does evil exist? To this question, as pressing 
as it is unavoidable and as painful as it is 
mysterious, no quick answer will suffice. Only 
Christian faith as a whole constitutes the answer to 
this question



309 CONT

1. the goodness of creation,
2. the drama of sin 
3. and the patient love of God who comes to meet man by his covenants, 
4. the redemptive Incarnation of his Son,
5. his gift of the Spirit, 
6. his gathering of the Church, 
7. the power of the sacraments 
8. and his call to a blessed life to which free creatures are invited to consent in 

advance, 
9. but from which, by a terrible mystery, they can also turn away in advance.



309 CONT

There is not a single aspect of the 
Christian message that is not in 
part an answer to the question of 
evil.



Not liking the color of 
the dress.

Not appreciating the 
setting.

I just do not like 
impressionist paintings

I only tink religious art 
is worth painting.

Can you not say more?



To say: I think that this is so stupid or that this means nothing to me.



Physical evils directly due to nature are sickness, 
accident, death, etc. 

Poverty, oppression, and some forms of disease are 
instances of evil arising from imperfect social 
organization. 

Mental suffering, such as anxiety, disappointment, and 
remorse, and the limitation of intelligence which prevents 
human beings from attaining to the full comprehension of 
their environment, are congenital forms of evil; 



311. Angels and men, as intelligent and free creatures, have 
to journey toward their ultimate destinies by their free choice 
and preferential love. They can therefore go astray. Indeed, 
they have sinned. Thus has moral evil, incommensurably 
more harmful than physical evil, entered the world. God is in 
no way, directly or indirectly, the cause of moral evil. He 
permits it, however, because he respects the freedom of his 
creatures and, mysteriously, knows how to derive good from 
it:
For almighty God. . ., because he is supremely good, would never allow any evil whatsoever to exist 

in his works if he were not so all-powerful and good as to cause good to emerge from evil itself.

Augustine





Does not mean that God is the strongest and most powerful being 
around.  He is not one being among many beings in the world.

It does not mean to have the ability to do what is logically impossible.

Is it logical to believe that God can give creatures free will to choose 
between good and evil but then force them to choose Good against 
their will.

CS Lewis, “If you choose to say, ’God can give a creature free will and 
at the same time withhold free will from it,” you have not succeeded in 
saying anything about God.”



God has infinite knowledge

We must recognize that we do not know everything, but 
God does.  All is present to God.

God permits our use of freedom that causes evil knowing 
that in his providential care, he continues to work things to 
the good.  We may not be able to see or know the bigger 
picture.



We say that God is good, but we know that it is our limited 
understanding of what good is.  This is true and untrue at 
the same time.

By the goodness of God we mean nowadays almost exclusively his lovingness; and in this 
we may be right. And by love, in this context, most of us mean kindness. . . . What would 
really satisfy us would be a God who said of anything we happened to like doing, “What 
does it matter so long as they are contented?” We want, in fact, not so much a Father in 
heaven as a grandfather in heaven, a senile benevolence who, as they say, “liked to 
see young people enjoying themselves” and whose plan for the universe was simply that 
it might be truly said at the end of each day, “a good time was had by all.”

Cannot judge God’s omnibenevolence by our limited 
standard of goodness or in this world alone.  It could 
include the next.



314 We firmly believe that God is master of 
the world and of its history. But the ways of 
his providence are often unknown to us. Only 
at the end, when our partial knowledge 
ceases, when we see God "face to face", will 
we fully know the ways by which - even 
through the dramas of evil and sin - God has 
guided his creation to that definitive sabbath 
rest for which he created heaven and earth.



At the same time he struck at the feet
of his enemy. A shrill cry rang out in
the night; and he felt a pain like a dart
of poisoned ice pierce his left shoulder.
Even as he swooned he caught, as
through a swirling mist, a glimpse of
Strider leaping out of the darkness with
a flaming brand of wood in either hand.
With a last effort Frodo, dropping his
sword, slipped the Ring from his finger
and closed his right hand tight upon it.







Why does God permit evil (His absence)? 
i.To bring about a greater good 
ii.Some good would never have come 
about in another way 

iii.Growth comes through pain 


