
MONDAY OF THE SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 
EXODUS 2:14:20 (NRSV)

The daily ornament to cut out and hang on your Jesse Tree

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law 
Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; 
he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was 
not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn 
aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 
bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that 
he had turned aside to see, God called to him out 
of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the 
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you 
are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am 
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses 
hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery 

of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 
cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I 
know their sufferings,  and I have come down to 
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up out of that land to a good and broad land, 
a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country 
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry 
of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also 
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I 
will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 
Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, 
“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?”  He said, “I will be 
with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is 
I who sent you: when you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
mountain.”
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REFLECTION BY FR. DANIEL

FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

TALK TOGETHER AS A FAMILY

Many years after Joseph, God's people were still living in Egypt, but they were living as slaves.  God 
wanted to rescue his people from slavery and bring them to a land of their own. God did this using a 
man named Moses. When God's people were finally freed from Egypt, he gave Moses some 
instructions to share with the people.  God's instructions were called the law. The law of God points to 
our need for a savior. It shows us just how imperfect we are and how much we need Jesus. 

The story of Moses carries a special place in the history of God’s people because we recount how God 
worked to free his people from slavery and called them into his own people.  The call of Moses, the 
charge of being sent to mighty Pharaoh, the leading of a people who at times rebelled doubted and 
challenged him, the giving of God’s law in the 10 commandments and the wandering in the desert for 40 
years with the people only to never enter the promised land himself are all powerful themes of a not only 
a great leader but a deeply spiritual man of God.  However, he did not start out that way.  When God 
called him, the Bible recounts that he was fearful, doubtful that he was the right person, doubtful that he 
would be successful and asking the name of who is sending him, he was not even sure of who was 
calling him.  Too often we wait for absolute certitude before we act, especially when it comes to faith and 
God.  God calls each person to offer their gifts to the world he has created and yet few respond because 
of fear, doubt, pride and uncertainty.  God says that he will be with us in our response and it is only in 
living it out can we see how God was there.  The truth of God’s promise to be with us is seen in the 
concrete events of a life that first trusted He would be faithful and so acted in His name.  Jesus coming 
at Christmas claims such a truth.

Talk together about how each person is a gift to the family.  Share what each person things his or her 
gifts are and those of other members of the family.  Discuss how these gifts could be used at the 
service of God and God’s people and how we are all called to use them not for our own benefit but for 
the building up of the people of God.  Explore the reasons for the temptations to conceal these gifts and 
what it takes to share them. 


