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Check the website for cancelations 
due to weather.

It is up-to-the-minute information
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Please use the NEW AMERICAN BIBLE with Revised New Testament
We will follow the divisions set by the NAB
We will refer to the footnotes found in the NAB
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1)Flocknote by your email
2)How to sign up
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January 9 – Introductory Class – Overview of Matthew

January 16 – The Proclamation of the Kingdom (3:1-7:29)

January 23 – The Ministry and Mission in Galilee (8:1-11:1)

January 30 – The Opposition from Israel (11:2-13:53)

February 6 – Jesus, the Kingdom, and the Church (13:54-18:35)

February 13 – Ministry in Judea and Jerusalem (19:1-25:46)
** In Infancy Narrative and the Passion and Resurrection are treated in other classes.
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January 16 – The Proclamation of the Kingdom (3:1-7:29)
Sermon on the Mount

January 23 – The Ministry and Mission in Galilee (8:1-11:1)
Missionary Discourse

January 30 – The Opposition from Israel (11:2-13:53)
Parable Discourse

February 6 – Jesus, the Kingdom, and the Church (13:54-18:35)
Church Order Discourse

February 13 – Ministry in Judea and Jerusalem (19:1-25:46)
Eschatology Discourse
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Part 1
John the Baptist and Jesus, the calling of his disciples and beginning his ministry

Discourse #1  Teaching Discourse – Sermon on the Mount

Part 2
Healing ministry and following Christ as a disciple

Discourse #2  The Ministry and Ministry in Galilee – Being a disciple

Major themes
The coming of the Kingdom of Heaven
Righteousness by doing God’s will
Repentance and then producing fruit by action
He is in continuity with the OT, often quotes OT as fulfilled in Jesus Christ
Great teacher and authentic interpreter of the Law of Moses
He is not throwing out the Law but he is the correct interpreter of it
Blindness of the religious leaders and growing conflict
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The Messengers from John the Baptist (11:2-6)
Jesus’ Testimony to John (11:7-19)
Reproaches to Unrepentant Towns (11:20-24)
The Praise of the Father (11:25-27)
The Gentle Mastery of Christ (11:28-30)
Picking Grain on the Sabbath (12:1-8)
The Man with the Withered Hand (12:9-14)
The Chosen Servant (12:15-21)
Jesus and Beelzebul (12:22-32)
A Tree and Its Fruits (12:33-37)
The Demand for a Sign (12:38-42)
The Return of the Unclean Spirit (12:43-45)
The True Family of Jesus (12:46-50)

Discourse #3—The Parable Discourse
The Parable of the Sower (13:1-9)
The Purpose of Parables (13:10-15)
The Privilege of Discipleship (13:16-17)
The Explanation of the Parable of the Sower (13:18-23)
The Parable of the Weeds among the Wheat (13:24-30)
The Parable of the Mustard Seed (13:31-32)
The Parable of the Yeast (13:33)
The Use of Parables (13:34-35)
The Explanation of the Parable of the Weeds (13:36-43)
More Parables (13:44-50)
Treasures New and Old (13:51-53)

THE 
OPPOSITION 
FROM ISRAEL
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The Messengers from John the Baptist (11:2-6)

Matthew 4:12 at Jesus speaks of John’s arrest - When he heard that John had been 
arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by 
the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.

Matthew 3:11, 13-14  at Jesus’ Baptism - I am baptizing you with water, for 
repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I.  I am not worthy 
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.*… Then Jesus 
came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. John tried to 
prevent him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me?”

Why is John sending his disciples to ask if he is the Messiah or should they look for 
another? 

The question serves two functions
1. The answer to the question tells us that his deeds, healings and teachings, 

are a sign to point to the fact that he is the Messiah.
2. The answer helps to give the Gospel’s definition of the Messiah
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Jesus’ Testimony to John (11:7-19)
Jesus gives his teaching on John the 
Baptist

1.  John is the “real deal”.  He is the 
prophet 

2.  The opposition of Jesus in this 
section begins with a reference to 
John who will also suffer violence 
for the kingdom of heaven.

3.  The people who reject John and 
Jesus are stubborn and sit in 
judgment.  This generation rejects 
Wisdom 
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Jesus’ Testimony to John (11:7-19)  CONT
To correct our understanding of the 
Messiah Jesus is, he asks the 
people

- When coming to see John, what 
did you come out to see in the 
desert?  
- Reed swaying in the wind?
- Someone dressed in fine 

clothing, in royal palaces?
- A prophet?
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Jesus’ Testimony to John (11:7-19)  CONT
This generation sits in judgment 

- They are like children calling out 
to each other

- They do not respond to Jesus’ 
flute or John’s dirge

- They judged John as possessed 
by a demon 

- Thy judged Jesus as a glutton 
and drunkard who associates 
with sinners

Wisdom is vindicated by her works
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http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3
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Reproaches to Unrepentant Towns (11:20-24)
Towns who experienced his mighty deeds but did 
not repent

Tyre, Sidon, Sodom are  cities often 
mentioned in OT in the context of 
wickedness and destruction by 
other leaders.
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The Praise of the Father (11:25-27)

Jesus’ Prayer to His Father
Intimate relationship with His Father
He has the unique role as revealer of the Father to humanity

Children are vulnerable and marginalized
Childlike NOT childish
The word means “Infants”

Things are hidden from the wise and the 
learned, but revealed to the childlike

The way to the Father is through the Son
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The Gentle Mastery of Christ (11:28-30)

Light yoke does not mean lax
Jesus has his followers take up 
a more stringent yoke that 
will lead to true freedom

Jesus is meek and humble of heart
You will find rest 

His yoke is easy and his burden 
light
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Rejection of Jesus continues with 2 controversies over the Sabbath
Picking Grain on the Sabbath (12:1-8)
The Man with the Withered Hand (12:9-14)

Picking Grain on the Sabbath (12:1-8)
1 Samuel 21, David and his men are allowed to eats 
the Holy Bread because they were hungry.

Jesus allows the disciples to pick grain on the 
Sabbath because they were hungry.

Acts of compassion to help another in need is more 
important than cultic observances.

Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6 – “God desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.”

Jesus does not dismiss the Law but when applied to 
different circumstances, Jesus’ interpretation of the 
Law and which carry more weight is the authentic 
interpretation.  He is Lord of the Sabbath

16
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The Man with the Withered Hand (12:9-14)
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The Man with the Withered Hand (12:9-14)

Jesus is being trapped by the question.

“Is it lawful to cure on the Sabbath?”

He argues by moving from the least to the 
greater.

They must agree that they would save a 
sheep.  If they do that, why would they not 
do a greater good?

Jesus again is the authentic interpreter of 
the Law.

Reaction:  Growing hostility and now 
wanting to put him to death.
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The Messengers from John the Baptist (11:2-6)
Jesus’ Testimony to John (11:7-19)
Reproaches to Unrepentant Towns (11:20-24)
The Praise of the Father (11:25-27)
The Gentle Mastery of Christ (11:28-30)
Picking Grain on the Sabbath (12:1-8)
The Man with the Withered Hand (12:9-14)
The Chosen Servant (12:15-21)
Jesus and Beelzebul (12:22-32)
A Tree and Its Fruits (12:33-37)
The Demand for a Sign (12:38-42)
The Return of the Unclean Spirit (12:43-45)
The True Family of Jesus (12:46-50)

Discourse #3—The Parable Discourse
The Parable of the Sower (13:1-9)
The Purpose of Parables (13:10-15)
The Privilege of Discipleship (13:16-17)
The Explanation of the Parable of the Sower (13:18-23)
The Parable of the Weeds among the Wheat (13:24-30)
The Parable of the Mustard Seed (13:31-32)
The Parable of the Yeast (13:33)
The Use of Parables (13:34-35)
The Explanation of the Parable of the Weeds (13:36-43)
More Parables (13:44-50)
Treasures New and Old (13:51-53)

THE 
OPPOSITION 
FROM ISRAEL
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The Chosen Servant (12:15-21)

Jesus is the fulfillment of what is said by the prophet Isaiah.

This is said in the middle of the section on controversies with 
Jesus

Jesus is the chosen one.
Prepares us to hear the next few controversies.

20
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Jesus and Beelzebul (12:22-32)

The reason for this curing of the demoniac is to discuss the 
source of his power.

Accuse Jesus as having an evil source
Jesus asks how he can have the source of evil if he is driving 
out evil

“But if it is by the Spirit of God that I 
drive out demons, then the Kingdom 
of God has come upon you.”
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Jesus and Beelzebul (12:22-32)  CONT

Loosely connected sayings follow:

1) In the struggle with evil, you cannot be neutral
2) The sin that cannot be forgiven

Pit oneself again God and refuse forgiveness

Refusal to accept forgiveness  or mercy from God 
because  one sees no need for it
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Jesus and Beelzebul (12:22-32)  CONT

31   Therefore, I say to you, every sin and 
blasphemy will be forgiven people, but 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.
32. And whoever speaks a word against the Son 
of Man will be forgiven; but whoever speaks 
against the holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either 
in this age or in the age to come.

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH  1864
"Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, 
but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven." There are 
no limits to the mercy of God, but anyone who deliberately refuses to 
accept his mercy by repenting, rejects the forgiveness of his sins and 
the salvation offered by the Holy Spirit. Such hardness of heart can 
lead to final impenitence and eternal loss.
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A Tree and Its Fruits (12:33-37)

A good person brings forth goodness 
and an evil person brings forth evil

“For from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks. … I tell 
you, on the day of judgment people will render an account for 
every careless word they speak.  By your words you will be 
acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”

24
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The Demand for a Sign (12:38-42)
All that Jesus has done so far, and they still ask for a sign. 
More signs will not change their hearts

The final and great sign will be the resurrection

More arguments will not change closed hearts today
Proving something will not change hearts today
Demands / Litmus tests do not bring about faith

If the priest did this, if Mass were like this, if the times were better

Those who did not have the gift of these signs and 
still repentant / turn to God will shame those who 
had so much and did not turn back.  

Generous poor people shame rich stingy people, busy givers shame lazy free 
people.  People with nothing and faith or thankfulness shame those with 
everything and no faith but a thankful heart for what they have
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The Return of the Unclean Spirit (12:43-45)

Repentance without being filled with Jesus
1) Unclean spirit goes out of a person
2) Returns only to find it EMPTY, CLEAN and IN ORDER
3) Brings back 7 other spirits more evil than itself

Empty – conversion with being filled with Jesus
Change of life without Christ leads one to fall back in deeper 
sin since it was not authentic conversion.

Losing weight and gaining it all back plus and harder to lose later
Fighting alcohol without Christ only to find it harder to fight again
Learning patience without real change of heart to give it all up and go back
Conversion to the faith without being filled by Christ, leave quickly and harder 
to return back to God.  Starting prayer and stopping, harder to start again.  
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The True Family of Jesus (12:46-50)

Often used as proof Jesus had brothers.
Often used as a statement on Jesus’ attitude toward his mother, Mary

Jesus is speaking of new family relationships
Doing the will of His Father brings us into his family
It is not about being born into a religion as Jews believed 

No such thing as a nuclear family
Mary did the will of God  
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The Parable of the Sower (13:1-9)
The Purpose of Parables (13:10-15)
The Privilege of Discipleship (13:16-17)
The Explanation of the Parable of the Sower (13:18-23)
The Parable of the Weeds among the Wheat (13:24-30)
The Parable of the Mustard Seed (13:31-32)
The Parable of the Yeast (13:33)
The Use of Parables (13:34-35)
The Explanation of the Parable of the Weeds (13:36-43)
More Parables (13:44-50) 3 parables
Treasures New and Old (13:51-53)

Discourse #3—The Parable Discourse

7 Parables

28
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The Parable of the Sower (13:1-9)

The focus for us 
is in the type of 
soil we are.  
God’s word 
(seed)  fall on all 
types of ground.

The Explanation of the Parable of the Sower (13:18-23)

29

The Purpose of Parables (13:10-15)
Jesus blames those who do not understand for not understanding.

They deliberately block their ears to God’s word

Jesus quotes Isaiah 
You shall indeed hear but not understand
You shall indeed look but never see
Gross is the heart of this people
They will hardly hear with their ears, 
They have closed their eyes, least they see with their eyes
And hear with their ears
And understand with their heart and be converted and I heal them
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The Privilege of Discipleship (13:16-17)

It is a privilege to be a disciple
It is a great honor to follow Christ
It is a blessing to know God’s ways

For many it is a curse and envy those who do 
not and seem to have happier lives.  
“Our lives would be so much better if we did not 
know better”  or would it?
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The Parable of the Weeds among the Wheat (13:24-30)
Darnel / Tares = Lolium Temulentum looks like wheat when young 

32
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The Parable of the Weeds among the Wheat (13:24-30)

33

The Parable of the Weeds among the Wheat (13:24-30)
What is the best course of action when dealing with evil?

We would think ….
To pull them up as soon as possible
To save the wheat we must remove the weeds
To do it at the end would be difficult
Feeding the weeds would take the nutrients away from the wheat

Jesus says…
To pull up the evil, you might pull up the good since you cannot always tell the difference
The separation will happen at harvest time – end of time
The forces of the good will withstand the evil
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The Parable of the Mustard Seed (13:31-32)

The mustard tree is not a tree at all but is 
classified as an evergreen shrub. The tree 
grows to about 20 feet high and has an 
irregular shape. It is nearly as wide as it is 
tall. The branches start to grow very low to 
the ground.  From ehow.com

1. Starts small and grows very 
large.

2. It is not majestic like a cedar 
tree but rather dumpy and 
uneven as it grows 
everywhere, very common

3. Cross over boundaries and 
mixes with other crops

The Explanation of the Parable of the Weeds 
(13:36-43)
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The Parable of the Yeast (13:33)

3 measures of flour would feed 100 people

The hiddenness of yeast in dough to make it rise

Usually in the bible, yeast was a symbol of corruption
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The Use of Parables (13:34-35)
Psalm 78:2
I will open my mouth in a parable
Unfold the puzzling events of the past

Matthew 13:35b
I will open my mouth in parables, 
I will announce what has lain hidden
From the foundation of the world

Once again defending the use of parables to teach
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More Parables (13:44-50)
The kingdom of Heaven is like…
1) A buried treasure

2)  Search for fine pearls

3) Net thrown in the sea which 
collects all kinds of fish

Total response is required – sell everything to 
have it.  Immense joy comes with it, not focus on 
what one gives up.  Not looking for it when it was 
found

Total response is required – sell everything to 
have it.   One is searching for it when he finds it.

Everyone is collected into the net, into the 
kingdom of God.  Everyone fits in the Church.  
God will separate them later, not our job 
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Treasures New and Old (13:51-53)

“Every scribe who has been instructed in the kingdom of 
heaven is like the head of the household who brings from his 
storeroom both the new and the old.”

Anyone who has been schooled in Jesus’ 
interpretation of the Law, faith in his 
Father and in discipleship knows how to 
preserve what is essential to faith from 
the old way into a new reality.
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And so ends The Parables Discourse

When Jesus 
finished these 
parables, he went 
away from there.

Discourse # 3

The end of Discourse 1, The teachings on the Sermon on the Mount When Jesus finished 
these words, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as their scribes.

The end of Discourse 2, The Missionary (Disciple) Discourse When Jesus finished giving 
these commands to his twelve disciples, he went away from that place to teach and to 
preach in their towns.
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