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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Fr. Joe Rogers: 780 W. Central Park Ave., Davenport 52804-1901; 563-323-1156 
 
ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
Recently, parishes received a list (via email) of their ADA donors.  Knowing your parish goal and having updated 
information on the total pledged will show parishes which ones need to pay the diocese the difference plus any 
uncollected pledges.  You may wish to send in payments monthly especially if the amount due is rather large.  We 
will not be sending statements to parishes at this time, but may at a later date.  Monthly pledge reminders are 
mailed to parishioners and we are monitoring their payments.  Quarterly reports will be sent to parishes showing 
the status of parishioners’ ADA payments.  As always feel free to contact Sister Laura Goedken, 
goedken@davenportdiocese.org or 563-888-4252.  Thanks for your great work on the ADA.   
 
FINANCE 
Performance Evaluation: According to the new employee handbook, a formal written performance evaluation is 
to be conducted for all regular full and part-time employees on an annual basis by February.  The evaluation is to 
be signed by the supervisor and the employee and kept in the employee’s personnel file. 
 
Employee Classification: Since we are in a new year, it is a good time to review important tips for classifying 
employees.  This will affect how much you pay in taxes, whether you need to withhold from your workers’ 
paychecks and what tax documents you need to file.  The IRS has provided information on seven key issues every 
business needs to know for hiring people as independent contractors versus hiring them as employees.  See the 
attached brochure for details. 
 
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 
To report child abuse contact: Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if 
it involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, Victim Assistance Coordinator: 563-349-5002, 
vacdav@attglobal.net or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 52722-0004. 
 
SOCIAL ACTION OFFICE 
Income Tax Help: Low-and moderate income working families may qualify for help from two federal tax 
benefits:  Earned Income Credit (EIC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC).  This year eligible low-wage families in 
2012 may be eligible for an EIC worth up to $5,751.  For more information about the Tax Credit go to 
www.eitcoutreach.org.  Also, please encourage families to file their taxes through Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance program (VITA).  This offers free tax help for low-to-moderate income people who cannot prepare 
their own return.  To find a current location call 800-906-9887 or visit the VITA website, 
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=219171,00.html.  
 
Operation Rice Bowl Collection: This begins Ash Wednesday, February 22.  If your parish did not order or you 
need additional materials please contact the Social Action Office, 563-888-4210.  25% of the funds collected will 
remain in the Diocese to help organizations that fight hunger and poverty.  Criteria for the 2012 Operation Rice 
Bowl Grants is available at http://www.davenportdiocese.org/socialaction/saoperationricebowl.htm. 
 
Internship for Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD): Applications are being accepted until 
Feb. 29.  Are you Catholic?  Interested in fighting poverty?  Then consider being an intern for CCHD.  The 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development:  

 Provides grants for self-help projects developed by grassroots groups working to address the root causes 
of poverty in their communities. 

 Works to increase Catholics’ awareness of poverty in the U.S. 
 Educates about the Catholic social tradition. 
 Builds bridges between poor and non-poor communities. 
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For more information go to http://www.davenportdiocese.org/socialaction/sacchdinternship.htm or contact Loxi 
Hopkins, 563-888-4212 or hopkins@davenportdiocese.org.  Please distribute the attached flyer to those who may 
benefit from this opportunity. 
 
Immigration Services offered in Columbus Junction: On the second Wednesday of each month diocesan 
immigration counselors will meet with clients, by appointment only, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  For information 
and to schedule an appointment please call 563-324-8119.  Please print the attached brochure and make it 
available to those who might need assistance.  
 
FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 
The Teens Encounter Christ retreat will be held Feb. 18-20 at St. Ann’s Parish in Long Grove. The deadline for 
application materials to be received is Feb. 6. TEC is a three-day retreat focusing on the Paschal Mystery (dying, 
rising and going forth to serve Christ). It is for youth in grades 11 and 12, and college freshmen. Registration 
material is available at http://www.davenportyouth.org/davenportdymc/id24.html. For more information contact 
Pat Finan at (641) 842-5148 or finan@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
Christ in Others (COR) retreats, for youth in grades 10-12, will be held on the following two weekends: 

 March 9-11 at St. Joseph’s Parish in DeWitt  March 23-25 at Holy Trinity Parish in Keota 
Go to http://www.davenportdiocese.org/faithform/COR.htm for more information. 
 
Junior High Youth Rally will be March 25 at Regina Catholic Education Center in Iowa City. Our keynoter will 
be Vince Nims. Parish leaders can find guidance and resources to promote the rally and prepare your parish group 
at http://www.davenportdiocese.org/faithform/Youth%20Rally.htm. Go to www.davenportyouth.org to see a 
video message from Vince, or go to Diocese of Davenport Youth Ministry on Facebook for information on this 
and all other youth ministry events and programs. 
 
Other Upcoming Youth Ministry Events: 

 Teens Encounter Christ retreat: June 9-11, location TBA 
 Notre Dame Vision youth leadership program, June 18-22 in South Bend, IN 
 Catholics in Action youth service retreat, June 24-26 at Regina High School in Iowa City 
 Christian Leadership Institute (CLI) August 5-10 at Christian Conference Center near Newton 
 Diocesan High School Youth Rally, Oct. 21 at Coralville Marriott 

For information about these and other youth ministry events and resources, go to www.davenportyouth.org or 
contact Pat Finan at finan@davenportdiocese.org or (641) 842-5148. 
 
Fr. Ronald Rolheiser will be the speaker for the 2012 Iowa Faith Formation Conference, to be held Saturday, 
April 14, at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Hiawatha. Registration deadline is April 2.Fr. Rolheiser, a 
nationally syndicated columnist featured weekly in The Catholic Messenger, will speak on “Living the Ups and 
Downs of our Faith: Dark Nights and Doubt, A Failure of Faith or a Failure of Imagination?” The event will be 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. A registration flier can be found at 
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/faithform/index.htm.  
 
Marriage Encounter Retreat Weekend: February 17-19, Our Lady of Victory Church, Davenport.  Give the gift 
of love to each other, renew your marriage relationship, improve your couple communication and enhance your 
mutual commitment.  Whether you have been married one year, 20 years or more, you will enjoy this opportunity 
to spend quality time together away from everyday demands.  All discussions are private between you and your 
spouse.  The cost is $95 and includes five home-cooked meals.  To register or for more information contact Joe 
and Tracy Ripslinger at 563-388-0355 or tracy@ripslinger.com.  There is no better way to say “I Love You.” 
 
Marriage and Parenting Resource: Attached is the February issue of “Marriage Moments and Parenting 
Pointers.”  This is produced by Susan Vogt and she has excellent resources to support couples and families.  Go to 
http://www.susanvogt.net/index.html.  
 
Marriage Preparation Weekends: 

February 25-26: Bettendorf, St. John Vianney, registration deadline is February 17 (limited to 40 couples) 
April 28-29: Williamsburg, St. Mary, registration deadline is April 20 
August 11-12: Mount Pleasant, St. Alphonsus, registration deadline is August 3 
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The registration form is on the diocesan website, www.davenportdiocese.org (Chancery>Faith Formation > 
Marriage and Family). Registration is $125 per couple. For information about marriage preparation in our diocese 
or neighboring dioceses contact Barb Butterworth, 563-888-4240 or butterworthb@davenportdiocese.org  
or IlaMae Hanisch, hanisch@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
Ministry Formation Program (MFP): If you or someone you know is interested in joining a Ministry Formation 
Program please contact IlaMae Hanisch, 641-791-3435 or hanisch@davenportdiocese.org.  We have an on-site 
group that meets in Davenport at the Chancery and DVD groups that meet once a month in West Burlington, Iowa 
City, Davenport and Newton (other locations can be added based on geographic location of participants). 

 
You are welcome to join any or all the remaining courses at any time: 

Year I: Basic (English):  
 

Feb. 18 & 25 Eucharist   
March 17 & 24 Personal/Pastoral Themes for Ministry April 21 & 28 Anointing/Reconciliation 

 
Year I: Basic (Spanish): Matrimonio; El Bautismo; La Reconciliació La Unción de los Enfermos; 
La Confirmación; Catolicismo and Temas Personales Pastorales para el Ministerio.  Sessions will be 
held at St. James, Washington on the following Sundays, 3-6 p.m.: March 18; April 22; May 20; June 
3; July 15 and Aug. 5. 

 
Liturgy Specialization Track: Courses and practicum will be held at St. Vincent Center, Davenport, 
8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on the following dates:  

 
Feb. 4 SCAP/Weekday Word & 

Communion Services 
  

Feb. 18 Practicum: SCAP April 21 RCIA/Triduum 
May 12 Parish Devotions (intercultural 

issues/Marian devotions) 
June 2 Parish Devotions (Eucharistic Adoration, 

Book of Blessings) 
June 16 Practicum: Devotions July 14 Pastoral Care of the Sick, Funerals 
Aug. 4 Marriage, Baptism, Reconciliation 

Services 
Aug. 18 Practicum: Funeral Rites 

 
OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE RETREAT, WHEATLAND 
Visit www.chmiowa.org to learn more about Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat. For direct inquiries: 563-336-8414 or 
olpretreat@gmail.com. 
 
A Prairie Valentine: February 14 
11:30 am -1:30 pm  
Come to the Prairie for lunch prepared just for you and your Valentine.  Stay for a quiet walk in the beauty of the 
Prairie and a warm drink by the cozy fire.  Fee: $30 per couple 
 
The Oneness of All: Men’s Retreat with Father Bud Grant: February 17-18 
Friday, 7:00 pm – Saturday, 3:00 pm 
In our disconnected world our scriptures and teachings on the Trinity offer a theological foundation for  
relationships with God, human life and Creation.  In this retreat we will take a series of gradual steps to see the 
connection between life, spirituality and practice.  Fee: $100  
 
Lent Come to the Quiet: February 23 
9:30 am – 3:30 pm, with a special Lenten Mass at 11:00  
The day is yours to shape as you will after a brief introduction into the meaning of lent today.  Fee: $20 
 
Weaving Prayers & Baskets: February 28 
Kathleen Storms, SSND 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
In this retreat you will be taught simple basket weaving technique in the context of prayer and meditation.  
Materials provided.  No experience necessary.  Fee: $30 
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Cool Congregations: March 3 
1:00-4:00 pm 
A co-sponsored program with Iowa Interfaith Power & Light.   Learn how to reduce your carbon footprint as you 
reduce your energy consumption.  Response to climate change is a faith response!  After the workshop, we’ll 
learn about the energy saving measures of the new and renovated buildings, conservation landscaping, and food 
practices.  We are also invited to walk the prairie trails of the beautiful 200-acre retreat.  The training includes a 
Cool Congregations manual, resource CD, and a Carbon Calculator designed specifically for Iowa.  Fee: $25 
 
Spring come to the Quiet: March 13 
9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
When winter is getting old it is time to watch for signs of an emerging Spring.  The day is yours to shape as you 
will after a brief introduction into the springtime of our lives.  Fee $20 
 
Knit One, Pray Too!: March 21 
9:30 am – 3:30 pm 
The rhythmic nature of knitting encourages contemplation and invites openness to the Spirit.  Bring size 11 or 13 
knitting needles, 3-6 oz. skeins of yarn (or special project in progress), and join us as we create a prayer shawl, 
scarf or special gift for someone in need of comfort.  We will knit and pray together, share “yarns” of our 
individual journeys, and enjoy the beauty at the Prairie.  Fee: $20 
 
SoulCollage for Women: March 23-25 
Kathy Schmittgens, SSND 
Friday, 7:00 pm – Sunday, 11:00 am 
SoulCollage is a creative and satisfying collage process.  You make your own deck of cards – each collage card 
represents one aspect of your personality or soul.  Use the collage cards to answer life’s questions and participate 
in self-discovery.  Deepen your understanding of the relationships between your personality parts, you and your 
family/community/world, and you and your dreams, symbols and spirit.  Fee: $100 
 
Simple Bookbinding: March 28 
Bill Hannon 
9:30 am – 2:30 pm 
The bookbinding process will be explained using simple materials and each participant will bind at least four 
small books to take with them at the end of the workshop.  All tools, materials, directions will be supplied.  Fee: 
$25 
 

 Or come for a personal day of quiet at the Prairie. Kathleen Storms, SSND is available for spiritual direction.  
Call to set up an appointment: 563-374-1092. 

 How about a day of winter wonder and play for your family?  Call to schedule date and time. 
 Groups of all kinds find The Prairie ideal for a variety of meetings.  Up to 35 people can be accommodated for 

events of one day and 14 overnight.  Interested groups can plan their own program or request a presenter from a 
suggested list.  Individuals are welcome to spend a day or several days with comfortable and quiet overnight 
lodging available for a reasonable cost. 

 

 
HUMILITY OF MARY CENTER, DAVENPORT 
“Spirituality for Those Who Care for Earth” 
Saturday, March 10, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Humility of Mary Center 
Presented by Father John Surette, SJ 
 
Can we experience our concern for the fate of our Planet as a sacred concern?  Open to all, and especially those 
who are hungry to deepen the spiritual dimension of their environmental concerns and actions.  This includes time 
for discussion and homemade refreshments.  Cost is free.  Fr. Surette recently published The Divine Dynamic, a 
book of reflections on the relationship between humans, the Earth, and the creative power of the Universe. In it he 
challenges the way we think about God, the planet of which we are a part, and the way we relate to one another. 
Bursting with eco-theology and a thirst for universal justice, the text is rightly dedicated to Thomas Berry, the 
author’s “mentor, inspiration and friend.”  Fr. John Surette is a member of the New England Province of Jesuits. 
For over 50 years he has been a chemistry teacher, religious educator and community organizer. He worked a long 
time in the Caribbean and now is based in Illinois where he is involved in eco-spirituality and eco-justice groups. 
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BENET HOUSE RETREAT CENTER, ROCK ISLAND, IL 
To register call 309-283-2108 or go online: retreats@smmsisters.org. All events held at Benet House Retreat 
Center, 2200 88th Avenue West, Rock Island, IL 61201-7649.  To register contact Sr. Jackie Walsh at 309-283-
2108 or retreats@smmsisters.org. 
 
The Word Among Us: Read, reflect, pray and share with other committed Christians seeking to grow in 
reflecting on the challenges of Scripture for everyday life.  We share a new book each month.  Presenter:  Sr. 
Charlotte Sonneville, OSB; Mondays each month, Feb. 6 & 20. Fee: $5/session + cost of books or $50 for series + 
cost of books. 
 
Centering Prayer: Come and join the Centering Prayer group.  This prayer method provides a way to foster a 
deep relationship with God. Leader:  Sr. Catherine Cleary, OSB; Wednesdays, 1-2 pm. 
 
The Brothers K: Feb. 2, 7-8:30 pm.  Using this book as an example of a “great” book, Dr. Paul Olsen will 
challenge the group to explore the themes of good and evil, God’s role in human experience, war and peace, and 
the power of love.  The students who have participated in his classes promise an evening of humor, insight and 
affirmation of life.  Presenter: Dr. Paul Olsen, PhD, Augustana College Faculty, Rock Island, IL. Fee: $15.  

Break-A-Way Retreat: Fri., Feb. 10, 7 pm-Sun., Feb. 12, 1 pm (or by special arrangement).  This retreat is for 
single women, 20-30 years of age, who need a quiet, peaceful and prayerful break from the daily routine of 
college and/or work.  The time can be adapted to fit just what you need for a break.  Presenter: Sr. Bobbi Bussan, 
OSB.  Contact Sr. Bobbi, 309-283-2300 or rbussan@smmsisters.org to arrange a time that works for your 
schedule).  Weekend Fee:  $155  
 
Love … For Better, Forever!  Feb. 10, 6:30-9:30 pm.  Rekindle your love and commitment during our annual 
Valentine program.  Explore the emotional, spiritual, social and physical intimacies of your marriage.  Join other 
couples for enrichment, reflection and renewal of your marriage commitment.  Bring the evening to a close while 
relaxing with a candlelight dessert.  Presenters: Donna and Jeff Merideth, leaders of “Grace Ministries” at Christ 
the King Parish in Moline.  Free Will Offering.  Couples may stay overnight at Benet House for an additional $50.   
 
Morning at the Monastery: Feb. 16, 10 am-1 pm.  Enjoy a reflection and sharing on Scripture and the monastic 
way of life followed by Noon Day Prayer and lunch with the monastic community.  Presenter: Sr. Margaret 
Murphy, OSB.  Fee:  $15.   
 
Lenten Day of Prayer: Taking Jesus Seriously: Feb. 23, 9 am-3 pm.  The day will prompt us to ask, “Would 
my life be different if I really listened to the teaching of Jesus?”  Presenter: Sr. Marilyn Ring, OSB.  Fee:  $30 
(incl. lunch).   
 
SHALOM RETREAT CENTER, DUBUQUE 
To register call 563-582-3592 or send check payable to Shalom Retreat Center with your contact information to: 
1001 Davis St., Dubuque, IA 52001. www.shalomretreats.org, info@shalomretreats.org 
 
Putting Faith into Action Spiritual Enrichment Retreat Day 
Saturday, Feb. 11, 9:30am – 3:30pm 
Presenter: Fr. Mark Ressler 
What goes into making moral decisions? We will explore conscience in terms of superego, formation, character, 
and choice as well as investigate what is necessary for moral objectivity as well as the three contexts of moral 
discernment: social, situational and personal. All of this will be applied to current moral issues facing American 
society today.  Offering: $40, includes lunch/morning snacks. Register by Feb. 6. 
 
Valentine Evening for Married Couples: Remind Me . . .   
Sunday, Feb. 12, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Presenters: Jim & Judy Arlen 
Married love is about growing together, but in the busyness of life, we sometimes forget to appreciate those 
qualities that first drew us together. This evening we hope you will once again be reminded why you married the 
person sitting next to you.  A candlelight dinner is included.  At 5:00 pm, we will have a Sunday Eucharistic 
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Liturgy in our chapel for those who wish to attend.  Offering: $44/couple. Register by Feb. 8. 
 
Living Like St. Francis & St. Clare of Assisi 
Thursday, Feb. 23, 6:30 - 8:00pm 
Learn about the spirit and values of Francis and Clare, saints for our time, and how to live a Franciscan way of 
life.  No charge. Registration not required. 
 
Healing Hurts & Regrets: Forgiving & Healthy Alternatives to Forgiving  
Fri., Feb. 24, 7:00pm – Sun., Feb. 26, 1:00pm 
Director: Gary Egeberg  (Author of: The Pocket Guide to Inner Peace, The Pocket Guide to Prayer, From Self-Care to Prayer, and 
The Forgiveness Myth; background in addiction studies, 26 years in recovery, and a passion for interfaith spirituality) 
 
Though our brains are “wired” to remember our hurts for survival purposes, they are also wired for healing. If you 
are unable to forgive someone, or if you can’t seem to forgive yourself, learn how to honor your own unique way 
of healing. Discover a variety of spiritual and psychological tools.  You will learn . . . 
- When forgiving is likely to work well and when a healthy alternative might be more effective    
- How to keep the focus on your needs rather than on your offender, so that you can heal 
- Ways to manage disturbing thoughts and upsetting emotions so that you can enjoy more peace of mind and heart 
- How to reinterpret your life through a gentle and compassionate lens  
Offering: $165. Commuter: $145. Register by Feb. 17, 2012. ($50 deposit) 
 
Lenten Retreat: Transformation – The Music of God 
Sun., Feb. 26, 5:30pm – Fri., March 2, 9:30am 
Director: Tom Hartle OFM (Franciscan friar of Holy Name Province & itinerant retreat director, pilgrimages leader to Rome and 
Assisi, ministerial roles: parish ministry, retreat house staff member, presenter of parish missions.) 
 
Using the Lenten Scriptures, and drawing upon Francis and Clare, we will come to understand Metanoia as the Music 
of God, Prayer as the Music of God, and Penance as the Music of God. Daily Eucharist.   
Offering: $365.  Early Bird: $340, if registered by Feb. 1, 2012. ($75 deposit) 
 
Concert — Take Back the Light  
Friday, March 23 7:00 – 9:00pm  
Jan Phillips - gifted musician, dynamic speaker & author 
An evening of music, video and storytelling to celebrate our community, our collective potential and our creativity.  
Offering: $17.50, if registered/paid by Mar. 21, after Mar. 21: $20.  
 
Concert & Workshop 
The WORD, The IMAGE, The STORY: Tools of Transformation  
Friday, March 23, 7:00pm – Sunday, March 25, 1:00pm  
Jan Phillips - gifted musician, dynamic speaker & author 
In this multi-sensory, multi-media workshop, we’ll be using music, poetry, story and video to help us access our unique 
wisdom and find new ways to share it personally and professionally.   
Concert / Workshop Offering: $160.  Early Bird: $145, if registered by Feb. 24.   
Commuter: $130. $50 nonrefundable deposit secures reservation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To support the ministry of your parish, school and the diocese these groups automatically receive the Mini-Messenger: 

Deacons  Diocesan Corporate Board  Youth Ministers Pastoral Associates  Directors/Coordinators of Faith Formation   
Parishes  Catholic Foundation Board Sisters   RCIA Parish Contacts Diocesan Liturgical Commission 
Priests Parish Lay Directors Bookkeepers  Diocesan Board of Education  Diocesan Planning Commission 
Seminarians  Diocesan Pastoral Council  Principals  

Other interested persons are welcome to subscribe. If you have questions regarding your subscription contact Laurie Hoefling, hoefling@davenportdiocese.org. 



(Contact)-Para Mas informacion hable con Gricelda Garnica & Karina Garnica 
Phone/Tel. 563-324-8119 

Second Wednesday of each month  
9:30 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.  

The Diocesan Immigration Program is now 
making site visits to Columbus  Junction  

Services Offered  
Ofrecemos Servicios de: 

 
Naturalization/Naturalización  

Certificate for Citizenship/Certificado de Ciudadanía 

Family Based Petitions/Peticiones Familiares 

Replace/Renewal Permanent Resident Card 

Remplazar/Renovar su Residencia Permanente 

Tourist Visa Invitation/Invitación para Visa de Turista 

Removal of Conditional Card/Remover las Condiciones de 

su Residencia 

USCIS status inquiries/Carta al USCIS sobre su Residencia 

Adjustment of status/Ajuste de estado legal 

Fiancé(e) Visas/Visas para prometidos(a) 

V‐Visa extensions/Extenciones de Visas V 

Consular processing/Proceso consular 

Immigrant Visas/Visas de Inmigrante 

BY APPOINTMENT 
ONLY 

El Programa de Inmigración está haciendo 
visitas a Columbus Junction 

Segundo miércoles de cada mes 
9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 



 

Diocesan Internship 

Catholic? Interested in fighting poverty?
 

Intern with the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) 

Internship In ry 29th  formation: application will deadline Februa

Who?   Any U.S. Catholic with an interest in solidarity 
building, participation of the poor, and Catholic Social 
Teaching  

What?   Intern will work with Quad Cities Interfaith, a CCHD 
funded group.  Tasks will vary but may include: parish 
education, training and outreach, letter and article 
writing, research, and develop relationships with 
community organizations.  The internship is 14 

ur. flexible hours per week paid at $12.00/ho

When?   2012/2013 school year, Must be Catholic 
 Spanish speaking preferred but not  
necessary.  Intern must be able to attend 
 the June CCHD Training. 

Where to apply: Diocese of Davenport please go to: 
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/socialaction/sacchdinternship.htm  

Front row to the left: Yvonne Villagomez  
CCHD Intern 2010/2011 at the 25th Anniversary Gamaliel Assembly 

 

Loxi Hopkins 

7  
Diocese of Davenport 
80 W  Ave
Dav 04 

. Central Park
enport, IA. 528
563‐888‐4212 

  

The Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development 

(CCHD): 

 

1) Provides grants to self‐
help projects developed 
by grassroots groups of 
empowered poor persons 
who are working to 
address the root causes of 
poverty in their 
communities.  

 

 

 

 

2) Works to increase 
Catholics’ awareness of 
poverty in the U.S., 
educate about the Catholic 
social tradition, and build 
bridges between poor and 
non‐poor communities. 
 
For more information, 
contact:  

http://www.davenportdiocese.org/socialaction/sacchdinternship.htm
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/socialaction/sacchdinternship.htm


IRS Tax PublIcaTIonS 

If you are not sure whether you are an employee or
an independent contractor, get Form SS-8, Deter-
mination of Worker Status for Purposes of Federal 
Employment Taxes and Income Tax Withholding. 
Publication 15-A, Employer’s Supplemental Tax 
Guide, provides additional information on indepen-
dent contractor status. 

IRS ElEcTRonIc SERvIcES 

You can download and print IRS publications, 
forms, and other tax information materials on the 
Internet at www.irs.gov. You can also call the IRS at 
1-800-829-3676 (1-800-TAX-FORM) to order free 
tax publications and forms. 

Publication 1796, 2007 IRS Tax Products CD (Final 
Release), containing current and prior year tax 
publications and forms, can be purchased from the 
National Technical Information Service (NTIS).  
You can order Publication 1796 toll-free by calling 
1-877-233-6767 or via the Internet at www.irs.gov/
cdorders

 
. 

Call 1-800-829-4933, the Business and Speciality 
Tax Line, if you have questions related to employ-
ment tax issues. 

Independent 
Contractor 

or Employee . . . 

www.irs.gov 

Publication 1779 (Rev. 8-2008) 
Catalog Number 16134L 

http://www.irs.gov/cdorders.


 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

   
 

   
 

  

 
 

 

   

 
  

  leave, this is an indication that you may be an  
employee. If you do not receive benefits,  
however, you could be either an employee  or an  
independent contractor. 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
	 

 
	 

 

 

 

 

 

 	Written Contracts – a written contract  
may show what both you and the business  
intend. This may be very significant if it is  
difficult, if not impossible, to determine   
status based on other facts. 

 

 

	  	

	  	

 Your employer must withhold income tax and 
your portion of social security and Medicare 
taxes. Also, your employer is responsible for 
paying social security, Medicare, and unemploy-
ment (FUTA) taxes on your wages. Your em-
ployer must give you a Form W-2, Wage and Tax 
Statement, showing the amount of taxes withheld 
from your pay. 
 You may deduct unreimbursed employee  
business expenses on Schedule A of your income 
tax return, but only if you itemize deductions and 
they total more than two percent of your adjusted 
gross income. 

 

 

 

Independent 
ContraCtor 
or employee 

Which are you? 
For federal tax purposes, this is an important 
distinction. Worker classification affects how you 
pay your federal income tax, social security and 
Medicare taxes, and how you file your tax return. 
Classification affects your eligibility for em-
ployer and social security and Medicare benefits 
and your tax responsibilities. If you aren’t sure of 
your work status, you should find out now. This 
brochure can help you. 

The courts have considered many facts in deciding 
whether a worker is an independent contractor or 
an employee. These relevant facts fall into three main 
categories: behavioral control; financial control; and 
relationship of the parties. In each case, it is very 
important to consider all the facts – no single fact 
provides the answer. Carefully review the following 
definitions. 

Behavioral Control 
These facts show whether there is a right to direct or 
control how the worker does the work. A worker is an 
employee when the business has the right to direct and 
control the worker. The business does not have to 
actually direct or control the way the work is done – as 
long as the employer has the right to direct and control 
the work. For example: 
		 Instructions – if you receive extensive 

instructions on how work is to be done, this 
suggests that you are an employee. Instructions 
can cover a wide range of topics, for example: 

  how, when, or where to do the work 
	 what tools or equipment to use 

	 what assistants to hire to help with 
the work 

	 where to purchase supplies and 
services 

If you receive less extensive instructions about 
what should be done, but not how it should be 
done, you may be an independent contractor. 
For instance, instructions about time and place 
may be less important than directions on how the 
work is performed. 

		   Training – if the business provides you 
with training about required procedures 
and methods, this indicates that the business 
wants the work done in a certain way, and 
this suggests that you may be an employee. 

FinanCial Control 
These facts show whether there is a right to direct or
control the business part of the work. For example: 

		Significant Investment – if you have a sig-
nificant investment in your work, you may be an 
independent contractor. While there  
is no precise dollar test, the investment must have 
substance. However, a significant investment is 
not necessary to be an independent contractor. 

		Expenses – if you are not reimbursed for some 
or all business expenses, then you may be an 
independent contractor, especially  
if your unreimbursed business expenses are high. 

		Opportunity for Profit or Loss – if  
you can realize a profit or incur a loss, this  
suggests that you are in business for yourself and 
that you may be an independent contractor. 

relationship oF the parties 
These are facts that illustrate how the business and the 
worker perceive their relationship. For example: 

	 	   Employee Benefits – if you receive benefits,  
such as insurance, pension, or paid 



When You Are an  
Employee 

	

	

When You Are an 
Independent Contractor  

	The business may be required to give you Form 
1099-MISC, Miscellaneous Income, 
to report what it has paid to you. 

	You are responsible for paying your own income 
tax and self-employment tax 
(Self-Employment Contributions Act – SECA). 
The business does not withhold taxes from 
your pay. You may need to make estimated tax 
payments during the year to cover your tax 
liabilities. 

	You may deduct business expenses on Schedule 
C of your income tax return. 
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I offer you these tidbits of 
wisdom as prayer prompts to 
remind you (and your 
constituents) of the 
sacredness of marriage vows 
and the value of every child. 
The commitment to love a 
spouse forever, and the 
generous gift of life parents 
offer a child are indeed 
spiritual under-takings and 
cannot be done alone. May 
the God of Love be with you 
and your work. 
 
*FOR MORE extended 
marriage and parenting 
articles, plus archived 
Marriage Moments and 
Parenting Pointers, go to: 
www.SusanVogt.net 
  
*BLOG: Living Lightly. 
www.SusanVogt.net/blog 
 
*TWITTER: @Vogt_Susan 
 
*EDUCATORS, LEADERS, & 
MINISTERS: You are 
welcome to reprint these 
MM's and PP's in bulletins, 
newsletters, and on your 
website with proper 
credit, ("By Susan Vogt, 
www.SusanVogt.net") 

  
NOTES: Check out Can You Eat on $4.50/Day? Although 
Lent will not start until Feb. 22, Jim and I have decided to 
take the NATIONAL FOOD STAMP CHALLENGE and try to 
eat on $4.50/day. Perhaps you'd like to spread this idea to 
your constituents. I'll be blogging on the experience after 
Ash Wednesday, so check my blog after that. 

 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS  

454. Feb. 6: "They brought to [Jesus] all who were 
ill." (Mk 1:32) How do you like to be treated when 
you are ill? Do you want to be left alone or fussed 
over? What about your spouse? Don't assume that 
what you like is what your beloved would like. Ask. 
  
455. Feb. 12: (World Marriage Day) Renew your 
vows today or on Valentine's Day. "I _____, take 
you, _____, to be my wife/husband. I promise to be 
true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and 
in health. I will love you and honor you all the days 
of my life." 

  
456. Feb. 20: (Ash Wed.) "Your offenses; your sins I 
remember no more." (Is 43:25) "Child, your sins are 
forgiven." (Mk 2:5) We humans hold grudges - but 
that is not the way of God, the way of love. With Ash 
Wednesday approaching consider letting go of an 
annoyance or fault of your beloved for Lent. Don't 
bring it up again - at least for 6 weeks. 
  
457. Feb. 27: Feb. 29 is Leap Day. In matters of 
courtship, historically men took the lead and 
pursued women. Of course our society is now more 
egalitarian. Women are more assertive, ask men out 
for dates, and even propose. Is it a leap for you to 
accept this change or does it seem natural? 

PARENTING POINTERS 

453. Feb. 3: Parents naturally want their children to 
be successful in life and love. "When raising children 
focus on enduring values and character - the success 
that counts will fall into place." (Raising Kids Who 
Will Make a Difference) Wealth and good looks are 
nice but can be false friends. Go for integrity and 
compassion. 
  



When used on a website, 
please also link to my 
website, www.SusanVogt.net  

 
*To SUBSCRIBE,  click here.  

   
*ESPAÑOL: Para opciones 
en español clic aquí.  

  
  

 

454. Feb. 10: "Whoever becomes humble like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." (Mt 
18.4) What childlike quality would you like to foster 
in yourself? Try it for a day. 
  
455. Feb. 17: February 22 is Ash Wednesday. Talk 
with your kids about whether there is something the 
whole family might give up or DO for Lent. For 
example: omit desserts, TV, or videos except on 
Sunday; eat dinner together more, give each other 
one sincere compliment a day...  
  
456. Feb. 24: Next Wednesday, February 29, is Leap 
Day. According to historical lore this was a date that 
women could propose marriage. It can be instructive 
to experience walking in another's shoes. Consider 
trading places (or chores) with someone in your 
family for a day. Some jobs may not be done 
perfectly. Laugh about it. You can survive one day on 
PPJ sandwiches. 
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