
Excerpt from: 
God's Mercy Endures Forever: Guidelines on the Presentation of Jews and Judaism in Catholic 
Preaching  
Bishop's Committee on the Liturgy, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops  
September, 1988  
 
Preaching throughout the Year  
30. The challenges that peak in the seasons of Advent, Lent, and Easter are present throughout the year 
in the juxtaposition of the lectionary readings. There are many occasions when it is difficult to avoid a 
reference either to Jews or Judaism in a homily based upon a text from the Scriptures. For all Scripture, 
including the New Testament, deals with Jews and Jewish themes.  
 
31. Throughout the year, the following general principles will be helpful:  
 
Consistently affirm the value of the whole Bible. While "among all the Scriptures, even those of the New 
Testament, the Gospels have a special preeminence" (Dei Verbum, 18), the Hebrew Scriptures are the 
word of God and have validity and dignity in and of themselves (ibid., 15). Keep in view the intentions of 
the biblical authors (ibid., 19).  
 
Place the typology inherent in the lectionary in a proper context, neither overemphasizing nor avoiding 
it. Show that the meaning of the Hebrew Scriptures for their original audience is not limited to nor 
diminished by New Testament applications (1985 Notes, II).  
 
Communicate a reverence for the Hebrew Scriptures and avoid approaches that reduce them to a 
propaedeutic or background for the New Testament. It is God who speaks, communicating himself 
through divine revelation (Dei Verbum, 6).  
 
Show the connectedness between the Scriptures. The Hebrew Bible and the Jewish tradition founded on 
it must not be set against the New Testament in such a way that the former seems to constitute a 
religion of only retributive justice, fear, and legalism, with no appeal to love of God and neighbor (cf. Dt 
6:5; Lv 19:18,32; Hos 11:1-9; Mt 22:34-40).  
 
Enliven the eschatological hope, the "not yet" aspect of the kerygma. The biblical promises are realized 
in Christ. But the Church awaits their perfect fulfillment in Christ's glorious return when all creation is 
made free (1974 Guidelines, II).  
 
Emphasize the Jewishness of Jesus and his teachings and highlight the similarities of the teachings of the 
Pharisees with those of Christ (1985 Notes, III and IV).  
 
Respect the continuing validity of God's covenant with the Jewish people and their responsive 
faithfulness, despite centuries of suffering, to the divine call that is theirs (1985 Notes, VI).  
 
Frame homilies to show that Christians and Jews together are "trustees and witnesses of an ethic 
marked by the Ten Commandments, in the observance of which humanity finds its truth and freedom" 
(John Paul II, Rome Synagogue, April 13, 1986).  
 
Be free to draw on Jewish sources (rabbinic, medieval, and modern) in expounding the meaning of the 
Hebrew Scriptures and the apostolic writings. The 1974 Guidelines observe that "the history of Judaism 



did not end with the destruction of Jerusalem, but went on to develop a religious tradition.., rich in 
religious values." The 1985 Notes (no. 14) thus speak of Christians "profiting discerningly from the 
traditions of Jewish readings" of the sacred texts.  
 

32. The 1985 Notes describe what is central to the role of the homilist: "Attentive to the same God who 

has spoken, hanging on the same word, we have to witness to one same memory and one common 

hope in him who is master of history. We must also accept our responsibility to prepare the world for 

the coming of the Messiah by working together for social justice, respect for the rights of persons and 

nations, and for social and international reconciliation. To this we are driven, Jews and Christians, by the 

command to love our neighbor, by a common hope for the kingdom of God, and by the great heritage of 

the prophets" (1985 Notes, no. 19; see also Lv 19:18, 32). 

 


