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A Visual History of  the 
St. Vincent Center

• “Let us seek out the poorest, the most 
abandoned; these are our lords and 
masters.” 

• St. Vincent de Paul



• The purpose of  St. Vincent’s was 
to provide relief  and care for 
children temporarily or 
permanently made homeless or 
friendless.



St. Vincent things as they happened

• 1895 

• Two Sister Servants of  the Sacred Heart, 
Sisters Simplicienne and Sebastian asked 
Bishop Cosgrove for permission to 
establish a diocesan orphanage. 

• Unfortunately, the Sisters were recalled by 
their Superior General to return to 
England. Consequently what was one 
country’s loss was another country’s gain.  



The Invitation

• 1896

• Bishop Cosgrove asked the Sisters 
of  the Humility of  Mary, Ottumwa, 
to take over the orphanage. 

• Father George Giglinger suggested 
changing the name from “Sacred 
Heart Asylum” to St. Vincent Home. 
A larger facility was needed.



• That same year, the Sisters 
purchased ten acres of  land on 
North Gaines 

• July 18th Cornerstone laid for a new 
building.

• November 4th St. Vincent Home 
was opened on North Gaines. 



St. Vincent’s Aided All

• The Davenport Democrat and 
Leader reported, was evidence that 
“St. Vincent’s Home is, in reality, all 
that its name implies – a home for 
orphaned and abandoned children.” 



• 1922

• The opening of  the new addition 
to St. Vincent five years later was 
the next step in the story of  this 
institution. Solicitors urged Bishop 
Cosgrove to purchase the 
additional 50 acres of  land.



• An elementary school was operated 
by the sisters for the children in the 
community. The sisters recruited 
students from parishes and schools 
and they were noted for their 
excellence.



• Monsignor Cone, tells them about 
the plans for the two new buildings 
which were completed in 1946 and 
1950. It was an everyday event to 
see Monsignor surrounded by the 
children in both work and play.



• 1946
• Martin Hall was named in honor of  Monsignor 

Martin Cone. The Hall had three divisions each 
consisting of  a living room, large bedrooms, and 
washrooms, playrooms and reception rooms

• 1950
• Marian Hall was dedicated to our Blessed Mother 

by Bishop Hayes. This hall was a real home for the 
girls with dormitories, bedrooms, rest rooms, 
recreation and visiting rooms.



• St. Vincent Home with its beautiful 
landscaping, children found a 
home. The Sisters boasted of  their 
cows, poultry, pigs, vegetables, and 
fruit, and other products. In the 
course of  existence. 



• St. Vincent cared for 2,358 children; 204 
received the waters of  Baptism; 572 made 
their First Holy Communion; 534 were 
confirmed; and 39 have died. Of  the 
deceased, twenty-nine died within the first 
year of  birth, because when the Sisters 
received the infants, they were very 
undernourished and neglected. Since 1924 
only two children at the Home died – one 
died in 1941, and the other died in 1946. 
This speaks well for the excellent care that 
the Sisters gave the children



• Because of  a changing approach to 
the care of  needy children and 
increasingly more stringent 
requirements of  the State 
Department of  Education, the 
Sisters of  Humility chose to 
withdraw from St. Vincent's at the 
close of  the school year in 1971. 



• At the time the Board of  St. 
Vincent Home decided to devote 
the use of  the facilities to the care 
of  disturbed adolescents in 
cooperation with the State 
Department of  Social Services. For 
a variety of  reasons that program 
proved unsuccessful and it was 
terminated in the Spring of  1973.



• 1973 

• St. Vincent’s was renovated as a 
home for retired priests. Some 
Sisters remained on staff.



• Need pic of  next door • 1982

• The Sisters of  Humility built their 
new motherhouse next door to St. 
Vincent’s Center on land owned at 
the time by the diocese. 



• 2009

• St. Ambrose University in 
Davenport purchased all 58 acres 
of  the diocesan property, including 
St. Vincent’s Center



• 2010

• The story has come full circle in 
that the Sisters of  Humility once 
more own roughly 10 acres of  the 
St. Vincent Center property.



• 2010

• Diocese buys back chancery.

• Renovations begin to improve 
energy efficiency.



• 2011

• Renovations of  St. Vincent’s Center 
and the construction of  the third-
floor offices completed.



Under Bishop Zinkula the St. Vincent Center, continues 
serving the people of  Davenport.
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