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CIVIL RIGHTS REVOLUTION

ADDRESS BY A. PHILIP RANDOLPHON RECEIVING THE PACEM IN TEH.F?ISPEACE AND
FBEELOM AVAi,L OF THE CA'rHOLIC INTeRRACIAL
COUNCIL, DAVENPORT, rovs , APdIL 5, 1967

V~ORLD OF COLOR IN REVOLUTION
The Civil hights hevolution is the American wave of future

social and racial Change. It reflects the spirit of the Revolutions
of Rising Expectations in the Great vorld of Color. The winds of
change, challenge and crisis are blowing among some two-thirds of
the people of the world. They are the world of the Have Nots; theirs
is a world of poverty, disease and ignorance. Between these millions
of Africans and Asians and V~estern man yawns a widening poverty and
credibility gap. \'I:illit ever be closed before the entire world
of color and poverty burst into blazing catastrophic flames of
resentment, resistance and rebellion? Thoughtful world leaders
are in quest of the answer to this pressing auestion.

Having won political independence against colonialism in the
great majority of African and Asian countries, the barricades of
the classical democratic revolution have been dismantled with the
cessation of the rumble of rnarchine men, but only to be followed
by social revolutions with the goals of political stability,
economic and social justice.

Verily, following the behavior patterns of bourgeois revolu-
tions, not only have the glamour and drama of the elan of national-
ist revolutions in the world of color eroded but in some countries \
counterrevolutionary dictatorships have followed. But while the
engine of revolutionary nationalism in Africa and Asia has been
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stalled in the quicksands of success; namely, the achievement of
independence, or stopped dead in its tracks by counterrevolutionary
totalitarian dictatorships, the revolutionary struggle for racial
and social justice will reassert itself and move forhard if given
a helping hand by the free world, which may help to keep the free
world free e.

CIVIL RIGHTS r1EVuLUTION
While there is historical diversity in b~ckgrounds of the

nationalist revolutions in Africa and Asia and the Civil Rights
Revolution in the united States, there is striking comparability
in their development and goals.

Both unequivocally demand the complete abolition of the color
bar and assert their rejection of the doctrine of hereditary racial
inferiority of peoples of color and white supremacy. Both have
been the victims of V~estern imperialistic colonialism. Both have
been and are yet blocked upon the path of progress qy poverty and
pauperism, illiteracy and the sickness of world-wide,horrible,
festering, explosive ghettoes of color. Both have reached a
plateau of psychological and spiritual relaxation, frustration,
fragmentation and obvious debilitation.

CIVIL RIGHTS REVuLUTION NOT DEAD
But,contrary to some social critics, the Civil Rights

Revolution is not dead. The vitality expressed in the great and
dramatic demonstrations in the form of marches and sit-ins, against
the American system of racism in Alabama, Mississippi, Little Rock,
lhatts, California, New York City and Chicago, is no longer apparent.
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'rne reason for this is that the basic fulfillment of the mission
of the Civil Rights kevolution has been achieved. This consists
in the establishment of the illegality of discrimination and
segregation based upon race by the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The fight for the 1967 Civil Rights
Act for open occupancy in housing is yet to be won. This Federal
civil rights legislation provides for the use and enjoyment of
conventional civil rights, including the ballot and various forms
of public accommodation.

In other words, the use of the strategy and tactic of various
forms of demonstrations in the streets has about run its course.,
Demonstrations no longer need to be the dominant form of strategy.
T11ey played a vital role of awakening the attention and enlisting
the interest of broad segments of the American public, including
the church, labor, students, liberals and professionals, in the
problem of racial bias.

Of course some forms of public demonstrations to stimulate
public opinion in certain racial issues undoubtedly continue to be
necessary from time to time, for strategy and tactics are merely
forms of response to social and racial reality which must be
developed with respect to changes in time, place and the nature of
the problem.

Albeit, the nature ofarategy and tactics is also regulated
bv the law of diminishing returns in the form of response from the
people who .!'8.reexpected and desired to become involved. Today, it
is a matter of common knowledge that the Negro masses don't respond
to public demonstrations in numeers or enthusiasm which marked the
early days of the Revolution. \



This waning enthusiasm for demonstrations has been caused
by the following developments:

1) The successful big push for civil rights
legislation in 1964 and 1965 with the support and skillful
legislpti ve guidance of Presid.ent Johnson.

2) The fragmentation and'frustration of the civil
rights movement because of the successful enactment of
civil rights legislation.

3) The shift of public attention and interest in
the Civil Rights Revolution to the war in Vietnam,

4) The defection from active particip~tion in the
Freedom Movement of white liberals, labor, students and
professionals to the fight against the war in Vietnam,
resulting in picket lines and marches of protest in the
streets against the war in Vietnam.
The Civil Bights hevolution has been practically abandoned

and forgotten. It lacked the glamor and drama of war. In very
truth, the war in Vietnam has pushed the Civil Rights Revolution
from the center of the stage of American history •.

But not only did a large number of white friends of the civil
rights movement cease actively to work for the cause of civil
rights, a number of Negro civil rights leaders are now Parti-
cipating actively in the peace movement against the war in Vietnam.

Practically all of the various groups of the American social
spectrum, with the exception of the trade unions, that played
major roles in making the civil rights demonstrations, including
the big March on Washington, August 28, 1963, an overwhelming
success, are either no longer in the ranks of the civil rights
struggle or they give only token cooperation. This is not to
suggest that these groups have turned against civil rights as a
principle, but they no longer work in the movement. It is also
fair to point out that, no doubt, many of the white friends of the

\
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Civil Hights Bevolution are inactive because there are few major
civil rights efforts for them to be active in.

RISE OF V,HITE BACKLASH
It must be said to the great credit and honor of organized

labor that although many of the members of tr8de unions affiliated
with the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial
Organizations were influenced adversely against the civil rights
movement because of a false evaluation of proposed legislation
for open occupancy of housing, fearing lest the purchase of
property by a Negro in a white community would result in the
depreciation of the value of property, George Meany, president of
the AFL-CIO, expressed his unequivocal opposition to the white
backlash in the face of protests from some white AFL-CIO union
members, especially in the Chicago area. He took a similar
position toward Southern trade union members of the AFL-CIO when
some of them expressed opposition, in the early Sixties, to the
civil rights position of the American Federation of Labor and
Congress of Industrial Orga.nizations although he expressed his
disagreement with some of the tactics of the civil rights leaders.

PEACE MOVEMENT
Let me indicate that although the civil rights movement has

naturally lost ground, as a result of the rise and development of
the peace movement against the war in Vietnam, I do not condemn
any of the workers, black or white, now in the peace movement who
formerly were (and some still are) veritable towers of strength
in the Civil Rights Revolution.



- 6 -
In this age of the Atomic Bomb when war can threaten the very

survival of man, the peace movement is one of the great basic
creative forces of the modern world.

May I say that I, too, am committed to the peace movement. I
do not believe that the United States can successfully serve as
the policeman of the world. I hope to see the disengagement of
our country in Southeast Asia at the earliest possible date, with-
out escalation of the war, and I think President Johnson wants the
same thing. The fact is, Western man - the white man - is only
tolerated in any area of the world of color, Africa or Asia or
the Isles of the Sea, because of his long role of ruthless
colonial oppression and exploitation.

However, I am not active in the peace movement because I
think that the Civil Rights Revolution and the nationalist
revolutions of Asia and Africa, the Caribbean and Latin America,'
involving the great majority of the peoples of the world, repre-
sent the wave of the future and the destinies, fortunes and hopes
of mankind.

Moreover, I don't think that it is possible for Negroes to
wage war on two fronts at the same time without sacrificing the
interests of one of the fronts. It is hardly possible to fight
for civil rights on the Alabama-Mississippi front and on the
Vietnam War front, for or against the Vietnam War. For this reason
I have advised civil rights lef.ders I have had occasion to talk to
on this issue that I consider it strategically and tactically
unsound to plunge the civil rights movement into the Vietnam V'ar,
for or against the war, and that the Civil Rights Revolution is
the Negroe s ' primary cause in America today. \
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Neg:roes Ioat one chance to a chieve first-class citizenship

wr>:enth~y lostt}~e Hec()fl,stt'l+Gtiophevolutiop, as a result of the
rise of the Confederate .counterrevorut ton following the Civil Vvar

. .: ~ ~ . ;.

1n 1865. Tile·l.3thAmendment or 1865, the Llrth Amendment or 1868,
the l,th AIT).endpl~pt9£ 1870 and the Civil Rights Act of 1875,
o.e$ign-edto h-elp the r:reeQm~n, were swept into political oblivion
Oy tl)~ 9-pgry w.1.n.dsof tIfe Copf~dera~e Counterrevolution, spear-
.headed by the Ku KIWC Klan with torch and gun"

The United Sta.te§ Supreme Court handed down the famous
Flessy vs~ Ferguson decision in which it propounded the doctrine
of separate but equal which became the foundation of the legali-
~at~on of racl,al discrimination and segregation in our land. The
Rep\lb-l,.icanP~rty, so-cal~ed friend of the Negro, turned its back
upqntne B.lc:J.Cl~ Freeclrnen, and even tile fires of freedom preached by
the aboil~i(mist$ turned into ashes or indifference, and the Black
F~edmen,. la,ndlesl?tmoneyl eas, voteless, friendless and hopeless,
were driven from the ballot box back to the cotton plantations and
lef-Y.to t,h~ tender mercies of their former slave masters,

IMPLEMENTATIOf'{ OF CIVIL RIGHTS L$GISLATION
It must be remembered that while major progress has been made

in the enactment of Federal civil rights legislation by the
Congress, it is yet t() be implementedQ Achieving implementation

• ,< 'j '.

i,S~ot Less <P-ffictt1 t t nan acm.evrng enactment of legislation,
espec iat ty is trn.s true wi tn the reimplementatlon of the unho.ly
a~liance of southern Democr:ats or hepublicans with northern
react tonary Repl.lbl:i,c'ans.

\
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THE PRESIDENT'S LEGISLATIVE STRATEGY
VVhile continuing to press for the implementation of existing

civil rights legislation, Negroes have the responsibility
vigorously to back President Johnson's omnibus civil rights bill,
strategically set forth in six pRrts, which forbids discrimination
in the sale and rental of housing in Title IV, together with
Titles I and II banning discrimin8tion in the selection of federal,
state and local juries, This 1967 Civil Bights Act also strengthens
the Fair Employment Practice section of the Civil Bights Act of
1964, extends the life of the U. S. Commission on Civil Rights for
five years, and gives Federal protection to anyone exercising a
Federally guaranteed right.

When, as, and if this bill is passed in this Congress, it will
have completed the legislative design of the Civil Rights Revolution,
providing for Negroes the status of first-class citizenship.

V'iithrespect to the controversial open occupancy housing
section of the bill, the question may be asked: How will Negro boys
react, who have answered their country's call to fight in Vietnam,
when upon their return bearing the scars of war are told that they
cannot buy or rent a home for their family in Cicero, Illinois
because they are black? The answer is: How would any American
react?

NEGRO D IlEMJV1A
Verily, Negroes who have suffered the whips and scorns of time

for centuries on the way to the Promised Land of Freedom, are now
caught up in a dilemma of seeking to push forward the frontiers of
racial and social justice while the country is moving to the right
under the impact of the war in Vietnam. If they fail to put their
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maximum social, political and moral strength behind the freedom
movement they will lose the opportunity to employ the Civil Rights
Revolution as a catalyst for the development of a social revolution,
the objectives of which are jobs, integrated education and inte-
grated housing. But even if Negroes employ the full resources in
the struggle for political, economic and ethniC democracy, they
are confronted with change from reform to reaction, marked by the
white backlash and a possible slackening economic pace of the
country.

The lessons of history teFJchus that while wars sometimes
give rise to reVOlutions, such as followed the first World War in
Russia in 1917, they are also accompanied and followed by reaction
which occurred in the United States during and after the first
'World 11'.ar.

ECONOMIC AND EDUCA~ION GAP
Moreover, even if Negroes won,todaY,all of the civil rights

and liberties white Americans possess they would still be victims
of the baffling ravages of the Black Ghetto; family instability,
because of lack of jobs with adequate wages for the man of the
home; inability, because of lack of skills and training, to fit
into the structure of advancing technology.

It is a matter of common knowledge that the rate of unemploy-
ment among Negro males is twice that of the whites, and the rate
of joblessness of Negro teenagers is four or five times the rate
of white teenagers.

WHAT THEN IS TO BE DONE?
First, a revolution in methodology to effect a solution of

the problem involving jobs, education, housing and the abolition
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of the feEtering slums is imperative. 'rne era or the demonstrations
in the streets as the strategy to achieve social and economic change
is over. The battle must be shifted from the streets to the con-
ference room for confrontation through discussion and debate. The
Civil Rights nevolution can no more solve the racial economic
problems than a sewing machine can grind wheat into flour.

It must be recognized that the realization of the economic and
social objectives will involve the transformBtion of the Civil Rights
Bevolution into a social revolution. The Civil Bights Revolution has
prepared the way for this Change, for social revolution can only be
developed within the framework of a democratic society of free men..

REBUILD COALITION
But the Social hevolution will not only renuire different

method, strategy and t,qctic, it will require a new social technology.
More is at stake than the improvement of the economic and

social condition of Negroes. The Social Hevolution must bring a new
way of life to 35 million Americans now living in poverty, some 80
percent of whom are white, besides millions of white and black
Americans who live in a state of deprivation, or a short step above
the poverty line of an annual income, for a family of four of <11'3,100.

ThUS, the task of the til.ack and white working poor and deprived
is to build a broad national Coalition of Conscience which will work
to secure a Federal Freedom Budget to provide the monetary and fiscal
tools to enable the private and public sectors of the economy to
create a national gross product and stimulate and maintain a rate
of economic growth to insure full employment, maximum production and
maximum aggregate economic demand, to the end of banishing poverty
from this land.
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However, Negroes cannot build a national Coalition of
Conscience alone. It can only be built by Organized Labor, the
three faiths, Catholic, Jewish a.nd Protestant,. the Liberal and
Educational communities, students, and small businesses and small
fp,rmers and migrant farm workers - Mexican-Americans and Puerto
Rican-Americans.

The idea of a Coalition of Conscience represents the reality
of our democratic pluralistic society and is more powerful in
achieving the social good than the sum of the social forces of
which it is composed. This is so because it is constructed not
upon the concept of advancing the fortunes of any particular segment
of our society but the total good of the whole society.

This is an expression of the eternal truth of the common
huma.nity of all mankind. In very truth, all men, white and black,
Jew and Protestant, African, Asian, European and American are
members of one common human family of which God is Father and
Creator. If all men are members of one human family, then all men
are brothers; if all men are brothers, all men a.re equal; if all
men are equal, all men are entitled to equa.l treatment; if all men
are entitled to equal treatment, then discrimination and segregation
based upon race or color, religion or national origin is morally
wrong and should be abolished.

This is the moral basis of the Civil Rights Revolution which
seeks to eliminate all distinctions of racial, religious or
nationality origin. And while it is necessary to seek the enactment
of civil rights legislation to insure equality of social, economic
and political opportunities in our society, it is a mandate to
enforce the recognition and respect for the possession by Negroes,

\
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as well as whites, of human rights, such as the right to 11fe,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. In other words, no law can
give me my right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. I
was born with this right. It is God-given, not man-made. I
possess this right as a result of my being human and God made me
human.

The role of govern~ent and law is to prevent any force in our
society from depriving me of the privilege to exercise and enjoy
these rights that are natural rights. Even a government such as
that of Mississippi or Alabama, and the Federal Government itself,
must be restrained by the moral force of the Coalition of Conscience
from trampling upon my human rights, for my human rights are ante-
cedent tO,and independent of,government. It took a Civil War to
stop the Federal Government from invading the human rights of
Negroes who were held slaves for a quarter of a thousand years with
the sanction of government and law.

BLACK POWER
Now, no single force, group or institution in America possesses

the power to protect and advance the social justice of the poor,
the lowly born, the weak, the outcastoecause of race or color.
This is why the cry of Black Power is an illusion and a deception.
Moreover, power is not the product of a mere expression of a wish.
It is just a slogan, not even a program. While its proponents mean
well, they fail to understand that social power arises basically
from the ownership or control of property.

V\hile Negroes are justified in seeking to build economic and
political power, if the fortunes of the Negro 8 re to be determined
on a basis of their sheer power alone, Negroes are hopeless. Neither

\
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in numbers, control of economic forces or political strength can
they win their battle for racial and social justice. This is not
only a social reality with respect to Negroes, it is equally true
with respect to the Jews, Irish, or any ethnic minority.

Of course the cry of Black Power by Stokely Carmichael, an
able civil rights activist, is not new. Marcus Garvey, in the
Twenties, raised the cry of "Back to Africa" and the development
of a Black Army to challenge the imperial colonial powers of Britain,
France, Belgium, Italy and Portugal. Then there wa.s Malcolm X who
preached this slogan.

The doctrine of Negro salvation through isolation, in an age'

of advancing technology which is bringing the world closer together,
is pure fantasy. Moreover, black racism is as unsound, indefensible,
ugly and dangerous as white racism. Both contain the seeds of their
own destruction and are delusions of a false racial grandeur.

Negroes must join hands with their white brothers and sisters
and march forward with America. They have turned America around
to recognize and accept the egalitarian doctrine of mankind. And
be it said to the great credit of President Lyndon Baines Johnson,
he has played an impressive role in the great struggle for racial
and social justice. No one can deny that he has done more to
advance the cause of civil rights than any President in the history
of the United States, including Abraham Lincoln. .Of course, the
late President John F. Kennedy was on the same path but he never
had a chance.

And let me hail and salute the young Negro women and students,
the CatholiC nuns and priests, the JewiSh young men and women and
rabbiS, and the Protestant ministers for their battle for the
freedom movement.
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