
PRAYERS FOR IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE CHILDREN 

In response to President Trump’s policies of overturning asylum protection for victims of domestic 
violence and of separating children from their families at the border, the Bishops of New Mexico “pray 
the United States Department of Justice will reverse these practices, as they constitute human rights 
violations and an offense against the most important unit in society, the family.” Here are resources that 
we can use to join them in prayer: 
 
From the USCCB: 

 https://justiceforimmigrants.org/2016site/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/A-Prayer-for-
Immigrant-Children.pdf 

 
Possible Intercessions for the Universal Prayer: 

 For the well-being and safety of children being separated from their parents at our border; we 
pray to the Lord. 

 For migrants and refugees around the world; we pray to the Lord. 

 For the president and his administration, and for our legislators, that their hearts would be 
moved by compassion and their actions marked by true justice and concern for human rights. 
We pray to the Lord. 

 That the separation of families at the border would end; that the rights of children and families 
be safeguarded; we pray to the Lord. 

 That we would have welcoming hearts, and attend to the needs of those seeking refuge and 
asylum in our country. We pray to the Lord. 

 That human rights and dignity be always protected; that language and actions that dehumanize 
migrants would cease. We pray to the Lord. 

 For the courage to give voice to those who have been silenced, to stand with those who are 
alone, and defend the least of our brothers and sisters, no matter the cost. We pray. 

 
Particular Masses 
 
On days permitted, the following from the Masses for Various Needs and Occasions might be 
celebrated: 

 12. For the Family 

 32. For Refugees and Exiles (Collect below) 

 42. For Our Oppressors 

 43. For Those Held in Captivity (Collect below) 
 

O Lord, to whom no one is a stranger 

and from whose help no one is ever distant, 

look with compassion on refugees and exiles, 

on segregated persons and on lost children; 

restore them, we pray, to a homeland, 

and give us a kind heart for the needy  

and for strangers. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever. 

O God, whose Son humbled himself 

and took the form of a slave 

to redeem the human race from being captive to sin, 

grant to your servants held in confinement 

that they may obtain the freedom  

you destine to all, 

for we are your sons and daughters. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever. 

 

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/2016site/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/A-Prayer-for-Immigrant-Children.pdf
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/2016site/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/A-Prayer-for-Immigrant-Children.pdf


PRAYERS FOR IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE CHILDREN 

Prayers Adapted from the Book of Blessings: 
 
These are taken from the Blessing of a Victim of Crime or Oppression (Chapter 2, III) and he Blessing of 
Children (Chapter 1, IV). Parishes or groups may want to look to those rites as a model for the 
celebration of a Liturgy of the Word, use the prayers below, or modify the intercessions found there for 
use at Mass. 
 

(443) Lord God,  

your own Son was delivered  

into the hands of the wicked,  

yet he prayed for his persecutors  

and overcame hatred with the blood of the cross. 

Relieve the suffering of families  

being separated at our border;  

grant them peace of mind  

and a renewed faith in your protection and care. 

Protect us all from the violence of others,  

keep us safe from the weapons of hate,  

and restore us to tranquility and peace.  

Through Christ out Lord.  

Amen. 

(148) Lord Jesus, even as a child you had to 

undergo persecution and exile; grant that all 

children who are victims of the evil of these times 

may find help and protection. We pray… 

 

(148 + 150, modified) Lord, our God,  

out of the speech of little children  

you have fashioned a hymn of praise.  

Look with kindness on the children  

being separated from their families at our border.  

Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered persecution and exile as a child. 

Later, he gladly welcomed little children.  

He took them in his arms, blessed them,  

and held them, up as an example for all.  

Grant that all children  

who are victims of the evil of these times  

may find help and protection. 

Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 


