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Location:		St. Andrew Catholic Church		Blue Grass, IA

Date:			November 18, 218					Facilitator:			Beth Blough

Scribe:			Deacon Dan Freeman				E-mail:			freemand@diodav.org

Approximate Number:		14 including Facilitator			Only Large Group utilized

Describe composition of participants:
Average age of group was approximately 60 (we had 2 people around age 50).  Race and ethnicity was 100% white from European background.  There were 8 female and 6 males in attendance.

Impeding factors that could have limited attendance?			None


Question 1: In what ways does St. Andrew parish reflect this vision of constantly going out beyond the four walls of the church to reach those who are not with us on a regular basis?

1. Active KC’s as ministers to men of parish
· Serve Churches United Meal every other month
· Volunteer hours by Youth Group
· Participation in city-wide Vacation Bible School
· Angel Tree – parishioners provide food stuffs and children’s presents to 60+ families of those in prison.
· Helped families in community needing help
· Support Birthright.
· Mary’s Angels prayers and donations to other organizations.
· Local Food Pantry supported by KCs, Parish, Mary’s Angels
· Kahl Home bingo monthly
· Peace & Justice Committee contribute 5% ($2500.00) of Parishioner contributions to a local, national, and international needy organization on a quarterly basis
· Mugs of Love – Coffee cups with drinks to locals
· Welcome Committee providing welcoming packets to new parishioners
· Initial and host Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service with 4 other local Churches.
· Host Blue Mass for all local Emergency Responders in Blue Grass, Buffalo, Mont Peiler area



Question 2: What are the greatest challenges to evangelization in St. Andrew parish? 

· School and other Extra-curricular activities involving sports, etc., especially on Wednesday evening and Sunday morning.
· Attendance suffers without religious education
· Lack of Attendance due to:
· Clergy sex abuse crisis
· Possibilities of lawsuit / liabilities restrict activities
· Those that don’t think they need Church – they can talk one-to-one to God
· What’s in it for me cultural issues.
· Those with addictions
· Change of values / morals – anti-Christian
· Helping others get to Church
· Not knowing who might be out there that needs evangelization
· Media bias – negative image
· Loss of sense of community
· Secularization of society / community with bias toward religion
· No formal Adult Ed. Program
· Active promotion of outreach program to include community.
· Lack of involvement
· Don’t have resources / programs to meet needs of some families – i.e.; preschool, child care.


Question 3: To what extent does St. Andrew parish form evangelizing disciples of Christ- including youth, young adults, and the on-going formation of people of all ages? 

· Our Religious Education Program.
· Need to connect with the 20 to 40 age group 
· young adults and families – what can we offer?
· Ongoing formation


Question 4: To what extent does St. Andrew parish and you, as a parishioner, reach out to those on the “margins,” e.g. to those who are poor, sick, elderly, those of cultural diversity, or those who might feel disenfranchised. 

· Communion to sick / shut ins
· Nursing Home in Walcott – monthly communal service
· Lack of Adult formation program
· Lack of involvement be Parishioners
· Commitment



Question 5: What resonates with you in the Pope’s words?  What challenges you?

Challenges:
· Communications with others
· Challenged to recognize our passion in and through and for our relationships
· Hard to understand / deal with change of culture that older generations are used to. – media and access to everything – Distractions
· Constant bombardment of “News”.  Everything electronic has us wired in
· Lack of human interaction / relationship – building negative habits, our only real connection is to God and humans
· Grounded in faith in all we do rather than only on Sunday – what feeds our soul / helps us stay connected.
· Lack of respect for sacred spaces / circumstances

Resonates:
· We receive more than what we give
· Joy filled – communion with God


11 Surveys turned in of 14 total participants


Questions:
1. I would like to be more involved in parish evangelization.		9  yes		1   no

2. I would like to be considered to be part of the parish team that attends the regional conversation.  (January-February 2019)											5  yes		3   no

3. I would like to be considered to be part of the parish team that attends the diocesan convocation. (June 6-8, 2019)															7  yes		2   no

What concerns do you have that have not been addressed?  Responses:

1) I believe our Virtus program leaves a lot to be desired as far as screening for potential offenders.  I do not know to what extent the background check finds unacceptable individuals of questionable backgrounds.

2)  How can we get young people 16 to 20 and young adults 20 to 40 involved in our parish?
	How can we find out about those in our community we need to reach out to?
	How can we help people learn to share their faith without embarrassment?
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