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Diocese of Davenport



Listening Session Summary Report
Location: Holy Family Catholic Church
Davenport

Date of Session: 11/5/2018





Facilitator: Barb Arland-Fye
Your Name:
Diane Lannan





Email: dianelannan@aol.com
Approximate number of participants: 15
Were small groups utilized? _____yes
X_   no (The group preferred to stay in the large group.)
If so, how many small groups did you have? 
Briefly describe the composition of the group (age/race/gender/ethnicity). 

All but one of the participants were over 50 and Caucasian. We did have one Hispanic.  There were 10 women and 5 men.
Were there any impeding factors that could have limited attendance? No
Chapter Large Group Responses.  List with bullet points.

Chapter 1: 

· Meal for the Needy
· Homebound Communion ministry

· Knights of Columbus

· Legion of Mary prison ministry
· Youth Ministry

· Dove Tree(Christmas presents for the needy.)

· Prayer shawls

· Various drives-blanket, diapers, personal care items

· Food pantry collection for Friendly House

· Missions of Mercy

· School Mass

· Reputation as a church to come to for help for those in need.

· All Saints Catholic School

Chapter 2:

· People don't feel comfortable about evangelizing.
· Easier to give money than to do the work.
· Think of evangelizing as not a Catholic thing.
· People don't read anymore-spiritual reading even reading the bulletin.
· Need to get younger people back to the church.
· Lost a lot of people to other churches in Davenport and elsewhere.
· People leave but they do return  to be buried or have their children/grandchildren baptized.
· Catholics uncomfortable talking about our faith.

· Issue of time-those who might be involved are also the people involved in many organizations.
· How do we evangelize our youth?

· We aren't taught how to evangelize.

· We come to Mass and do our Catholic thing because that is the way we have always done it.

· Lack of interest or fear of people not thinking they "can do".

Chapter 3: 

· Adult study groups
· All Saints Catholic School-many students are not Catholic

· School Masses

· Teddy Bear Club-preschool program
· Religious education classes

· All Saints having a big Veterans day celebration 
· Children's Liturgy

· Youth Ministry

· At school Masses, Father explains aspects of our religion.
· If we get the children involved, the parents will come.

Chapter 4:

· Couple getting married where one partner needs to have a previous marriage annulled, but they don't want to go through the annulment process. So they leave the church to go somewhere where they are more welcomed.
· After a death,  a family member is mad at God and leaves the church.

· Divorced Catholics can't receive Communion so they see no reason to stay.

· Scandals in the church

· The "god" of sports- where they even play on Sundays.

· Political issues like immigration
· We need to look at what groups within our church we are not focusing on.

· Address the needs of single Catholics-neglected segment of our church.

Chapter 5:

· Pope call for us to get dirty-we need to smell like the sheep
· Remember Jesus went out to the marginalized.  

· We need to get dirty and go outside our comfort zone.

· Bishop Zincula is an excellent model of getting involved. Loved the picture in the Catholic Messenger of the Bishop sitting with the homeless people. 

· We need to joyfully live our love for Christ.
· We lose the joy when we come and do our "Catholic" thing.

· Pray for the passion to evangelize.

· There would be more joy if there were more workers in the vineyard.

· Impressed by the Pope and the Bishop-being with the people and encouraging people to be kind and loving.

· We are guilty of inertia.

· Find opportunities to evangelize.

· Evangelize by telling our story.

· Focus on the "Joy of the Gospel " amid the scandal in the church. We need to let people know we are still glad to be Catholic.

· There is fear if we confront people they might withdraw from us.

· Pastor said parishioners have touched him in a special way.
· We need to remember  that all people are Jesus in disguise.

· We need to have a positive attitude and be upbeat people.

· We need to be living the life of a Catholic.
Participant Surveys
Question 1: 9 responded yes
Question 2: 3 responded yes
Question 3: 3 responded yes
Question 4: List responses with bullet points.
· What more can we do to help others want to evangelize?
· What changes can our parish make to help evangelize?

· Encouragement of single people, never married, widowed or widower, divorced, religious

· Finding a way to help more in our parish learn about and get involved in Catholic Social Teaching. I believe being the hands and feet and voice of Christ is  the way to draw more people into actively living their faith.
· I have concerns about the larger church making changes in the near future such as:

-accepting married men as priests

-making the LGBT community feel more welcome

-making a larger role for women in the church

-making a path for divorced and remarried people to be full members of the church

If we stay the same as the church has always been, nothing big will change.

Return to Emily Pries, pries@davenportdiocese.org.  563-888-4360


