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[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Listening Session Summary Report
Location:  Sacred Heart Cathedral		
Date of Session:  October 24, 2018		Facilitator: Fr Thom Hennen
Your Name:  Ann Earley			Email: davsacredheart@diodav.org
Approximate number of participants:   20
Were small groups utilized? __X   yes	_____no
If so, how many small groups did you have?   4
Briefly describe the composition of the group (age/race/gender/ethnicity). 
Most were between ages 50 and 80, 13 women, 7 men
Were there any impeding factors that could have limited attendance? 
none
Chapter Large Group Responses.  List with bullet points.
Chapter 1: 
-  First and foremost, having the mass offered each day, welcoming all to attend is important
-  SHC provides ample food and clothing to community via our Food Pantry, Clothing Pantry (all free) and the Christian Service Meal we serve once a month at the Salvation army.
-  We are a very friendly and welcoming parish
-  Presence in our neighborhood via various street cleanup event, often shared with Trinity Episcopal
-  Our new Diocesan Hall is a draw for people to visit, attend, come to SHC
-  Having strong relationships within the parish, being present to one another 

Chapter 2:  
-  Greatest challenges that meet our mission are:
 - Modern Technology ie computers, social media, Netflix, gaming, etc that provides great distractions
-  Catholics not knowing their faith enough to witness and/or evangelize
-  Catholics not having the courage to witness their faith, it’s not politically correct these days
-  Many Catholics do not have a relationship with Christ
-  The breakdown of the family is the beginning of the breakdown of faith, community, society
-  APATHY

Chapter 3: 
-  Religious Education Classes each Wednesday evening for those not attending All Saints Catholic School
-  Mass, dynamic and welcoming Pastor, good homilies (people leave like they’ve been given something)
-  Adoration
-  Bulletin, Children’s bulletin (Maggie’s DOGmatic Theology column!)
-  Various Adult Small Groups ie Wednesday’s Dogma and Donuts, Sunday morning Bible Study, Men’s Sodality group, St. Monica’s, Knights of Columbus

Chapter 4:
· 
Chapter 5:
 - Pope Francis’ message was a very positive message.  It helped us to take a fresh look at how wonderful our faith was and see it anew
-  Encouraged Spirit Filled evangelization, vibrant joyful communities
-  Making the gospel real, authentic and relevant in today’s society 


Participant Surveys
Question 1:  Yes  11,  No 2, Maybe  2, Blank  3
Question 2:  Yes  10,  No 7, Maybe  1
Question 3:  Yes  9   No 9
Question 4: List responses with bullet points.
Deanery wide events, ie Divine Mercy Sunday, Communal Reconciliation Services, seem to draw people together and celebrate a common unity beyond our parish.

Invite more inspirational speakers and musicians to Cathedral ie Mark Forrest, Tony Melendez

Create a greater awareness of Eucharistic Adoration and devotions like the rosary.  In other words creating a greater awareness of some of the devotions of the past that our youth seem to have lost.

Bring the youth back into the parish and addressing their concerns

Let’s engage more with non-Catholics and bring them to the table.  Perhaps revisit the RCIA process that it won’t take a full year to enter the church…..  seems to be an obstacle for many.  

I really don’t think married priests are the answer but would accept that over women priests

We need to grow better apologists that can explain and spread the gospel message.  It’s interesting the way Jehovah Witness, Mormons go door to door and seem ready and available to witness because they know what to say.  It’s important that we change the negative ideas and thoughts the society has on the Catholic Church.

We discussed the 80/20 principle noting that we have a lot of work to do but not enough courageous parishioners to stand up to the challenges.

Several discussed the placement of the tabernacle in many churches – where it used to be the front and center, behind the altar now in many churches are in separate chapels and in not-so-obvious places.  This seems to take away the importance of the Eucharist….

We need to bring non-practicing Catholics back to church.

I know older people (eg my parents) and some siblings and younger people (my children) who have left the church because they do not see the church as a loving, joyful place that cares about the trials of people, but because they see the church with its rules and how is does not care for those facing challenges ie homosexuality.  It would be amazing to see the church viewed as a joyful, loving place that really does welcome all.

How does a community overcome so much negativity (outside the parish community)? Especially when the news media focuses so much attention on the negative events rather than the positive events taking place within the community.
How do we become more Christian without being less Catholic?
I think that the work of evangelization is made so hard for everyone by the priest scandal. Unless we can see our way past this there will be no parade to our church by people looking for faith, hope and charity.
I am excited that this is happening. I think this is needed and very important.  Wanted to add to the listening idea list that Christ Our Life was and is a great evangelization opportunity.
How do people understand evangelization? What do parishioners think evangelization involves? How can we simplify the message so people aren’t scared away?
 

Return to Emily Pries, pries@davenportdiocese.org.  563-888-4360
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