September 26, 2018
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Listening Session Summary Report
Location: St. Paul the Apostle, Davenport
Date of Session:	October 25, 2018			Facilitator: Barb Arland-Fye
Your Name:	Michelle Herrington				Email: stpauldpl@outlook.com
Approximate number of participants:  40
Were small groups utilized? __X___yes	_____no
If so, how many small groups did you have? 7
Briefly describe the composition of the group (age/race/gender/ethnicity). 
Diverse ages 17-87 yrs./ 99% white / 50% male & 50% female

Were there any impeding factors that could have limited attendance? 
The Women’s Choice Center annual fundraising dinner was the same night.  Several of our parishioners are on the Board and many others support this ministry.

Chapter Large Group Responses.  List with bullet points.
Chapter 1: 
· IGNITE, Meal Ministry, Café on Vine, Inquiry Classes, Black & White Banquet, Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, School, Sister parish in Haiti, Project 15:12, Visiting the sick, Blue Mass, Rosary & discussion group @ Hy-vee, Invest, CEW
· We aren’t very good at reaching the disengaged and unchurched.
· The focus is on families & young people.  It’s hard to fit in as an older person.
· It’s all on us to be intentional about inviting others to activities in the parish.
· St. Paul’s has a mindset of reaching out.

Chapter 2:
· We meet on Sunday for worship, but we leave immediately.  Other faith communities elongate Sundays with other formation opportunities.
· Selfishness- It’s hard to get out of my own personal interests.
· Time - There so much stuff to do, so many options (sports, music, travel teams, etc.).  Everybody (especially families) are so busy.
· It’s hard to relate to kids and their culture.
· Cultural Catholicism – low expectations for what it means to be Catholic
· Fear of rejection – We may not have a good enough argument.
· Secular humanism is pervasive in culture
· It’s a relatively new call in the Catholic church.  It is a foreign concept to us.  Catholics don’t know how to go out.
· Vulnerability – willingness to talk about your faith.
· Those of us going to church need help to be equipped to go out.
· Social life used to be the Church.  Now, busyness is not related to the church.
· People aren’t practicing what they preach – not a good example.
· Complacency
· Society – I’m okay, you’re okay.
· Always in a hurry.
· Stereotype about parish (rich parish) is against us.
· Bringing in the school families who are not attending church.
· Large challenge with the younger families is that they are having families later so they are already set in their ways.
· Fear – too late, don’t belong, being called out for not attending.
· Child-centered families instead of Christ-centered families
· Families viewing other obligations more important than church
· Catholics not great at service/evangelization, used to be somebody else’s job.
· So many committees and commissions- not sure energy is there to go out on the streets.

Chapter 3: 
· Adult education – Bible studies, Joy of Gospel Workshop, Lent & Advent studies, Couples small groups, Invest, CEW, Mom’s Ministry, RCIA, Alpha, Life in the Spirit
· We have lots of great programs, but do not use them as opportunities to invite others
· Knights of Columbus
· Monthly charity collections
· Theology on Tap
· Strong youth programs – WyldLife, VBS, Religious Education, Confirmation prep, youth ministry, NCYC, March for Life
· Parish school – faculty faith sharing to challenge others to share. Does a good job of integrating faith and education.
· Sacramental prep involves both parents and children
· Parish evangelizes ourselves
· Strong preaching by Fr. Tony & Fr. Nicholas
· Home helping – Scouts, young folks
· No training on evangelizing, need study on apologetics
· Ministry/stewardship fair – structural way to bring people in
· Personal invitation – have something going on to invite people to, need to invite someone new.  Don’t just go with your friends
· Fellowship/formation on Sundays, potluck, something.
· I haven’t found that any of our programs help me to know my spiritual story
· Youth ministry – outreach to high school kids not taken seriously.  They are yearning for more.
· Lacking evangelization in a formalized way

Chapter 4:
· Ministry to bring Holy Eucharist to sick and homebound
· Meal Ministry
· We give money to charity & “check the box” but don’t get involved in the daily lives of the poor and disenfranchised.
· We don’t always need an organization to reach out and help someone
· Kings Harvest, Café on Vine (Only 10 people do it.)
· I feel personally challenged by this.  I feel like I’m blessing the blessed.
· We do well as individuals and groups, but not as a parish.
· Need authentic intentionality to get out of our comfort zone.
· Pray rosary at the Kahl Home
· Volunteer at Restore, Habitat for Humanity
· Support sister parish in Haiti
· Many contribute to individuals in need
· Catholic Service Board
· Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll drive
· Giving people rides to church
· Mentoring the incarcerated.
· Sharing our journey with others (bulletin articles)
· Need to develop some activities to experience other cultures
· Single parents struggle with not feeling welcome
· All of these resources out there.  How do we tap into them?
· Open House “Reach Out”
· Stephen Ministry – expensive
· Homeless efforts
· Refugees
· Does the diocese have the resources to help?
· How do we identify the needs?
· Training/movement/grass roots efforts

Chapter 5:
· Praise and share
· It’s simple.
· Know your story. Know what brings you joy. Joy is contagious!  Share the joy.
· Share the grace, mercy and love of Jesus and how it impacts you.
· Joyous and spirit-filled.
· Get–togethers to share stories
· We must be more open/joyful/verbally demonstrative
· Let’s have mixers (age group, etc.)
· Struggle to do tasks with joy.
· Resonates focus on the poor
· Challenged to pray – taking the time/specific prayers.  Inward focus, not outward.
· Share stories after Mass
· Not many moments that bubble up in joy.
· CEW brings this joy.  Other service work.
· After the high – life gets in the way – that’s the challenge.
· Trips to the Holy Land etc.
· Adoration
· Prayer and relationship with Jesus Christ is the foundation.
· Need to be motivated to talk about it.  Tell our story.  Lasting joy takes work.
· Baby steps are needed.
· Evangelizing is hard.  The word “evangelization” is Protestant.  We need a new word!
· What are we personally going to do to go out and do this?
· I didn’t know half of these things are going on in the parish!
· We need to evangelize in the small things.  “Doing small things with great love.”
· Proclaim the gospel at all times and if necessary, use words.
· But are our actions enough?  We need to say the name of Jesus.
· Establish relationships with people.  That’s the platform.  Be intentional with others.
· We all really resonated with the JOY that inspires the mission.
· We hesitate and miss opportunities.
· Doing tasks and not doing them with joy.  Need to pray first.
· Need to be more like Pope Francis

Participant Surveys
Question 1: Yes – 26, No – 8, Unsure - 1
Question 2: Yes – 11, No – 21 , Unsure - 3
Question 3: Yes – 11, No – 23, Unsure - 1
Question 4: List responses with bullet points.
· How do we keep the joy & love that we experience at the end of CEWs and the first renewal going – then perhaps we would feel more comfort in going out into the world and telling our faith stories.
· How we deal with the “entertain me” culture as a reason why people are not attending Mass?
· What are we doing about the 75% (approximately) of parish members who don’t regularly attend Mass/sacraments.
· Older parishioners, particularly widows, it’s hard to find a place here.  Grief ministry could use some work.  I heard the Stephen Ministry program and they are deeply committed to helping people cope with grief.  Invite people – if they feel welcome to events the will want to be more involved.
· How do we get our parish & school families to church every Sunday?  How far can we go, what risks can we take when asking & discussing with our families the importance of Mass and how it can change your life?
· Engaging each individual even if they don’t fit in a “group.” Challenges of the church being part of the wider society.
· Being transparent with all groups on what is all happing in parish.  More information sharing and personal ways to connect and be involved.
· Keep it simple!  “Evangelization” is sometimes an off-putting word.  Raise awareness of reaching out to others in personal, simple ways.
· I really don’t want to serve on a committee.  But, I want to serve.  I understand the need to have a plan, but sometimes we become too involved in creating the plan that we never execute it.
· The reunification and realization(?)  of family members who have left the Church and have become “fallen away Catholics.”  How to get them and their young children back to church.
· A lesson/lessons on apologetics?!!
Return to Emily Pries, pries@davenportdiocese.org.  563-888-4360
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