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Diocese of Davenport



Listening Session Summary Report
Location:   St. Patrick’s Georgetown
Date of Session:  November 12, 2018


Facilitator:   Glenn Leach
Your Name:
Sharon Crall




Email:   scrallalbia@iowatelecom.net
Approximate number of participants:   20
Were small groups utilized? ___X__yes
_____no

If so, how many small groups did you have?    3
Briefly describe the composition of the group (age/race/gender/ethnicity). 

A few in 30s and all older age from there---Caucasian----4 males/16 females

Were there any impeding factors that could have limited attendance? 

Blustery cold evening

Chapter Large Group Responses.  List with bullet points.

Chapter 1: 

· Email out bulletin and send to shut-ins
· Use of texting and distribution list for information and prayer chain

· Collections of needs for Helping Hands Food Pantry
· Operation Christmas Child

· Annual newsletter that goes out to natives and community

· By living our faith in the public sector

· We have a tri-parish county wide evangelization committee in place that addresses many of these concerns.

· Our annual God’s Portion Weekend (a high-profile event) for guests from community and other locales

· Creation of baskets for those who are dealing with sickness

· Now taking our turn in Communication Distribution to county nursing facilities

· We invite and welcome people to come to our parish for Mass and fellowship and have opportunities for that to happen

· We invite visitors to get involved in some of our events outside of Mass first and encourage their involvement with us 

· Our parish is historical and has a public presence in our community which we as parishioners uphold

· Take opportunities such as baptisms and funerals to welcome people back and open doors again

· We welcome people of all faiths to be a part of our prayer chain

· Facebook page is very visible and kept current

· Farmers Market Event brought outside visitors to our parish

· Angel tree

· Knights of Columbus has a visible presence in the county community.

· Denny Ryan Hunger Hike each fall is a high visibility effort from our parish and sister parishes for entire community to provide for Christmas baskets
Chapter 2:

· Rural vs metropolitan area—people move away
· Chances of youth coming back to rural area not good---No “targets” to return to

· The fact we are a “mobile” society

· Smaller families now

· Competition for time

· The word “evangelization” can be intimidating for many—scary terminology for some people

· “Busy” culture---Young people and older alike are involved and partake in so many activities

· Many people treat faith as “optional” or extra duty instead of the central place it should play
· General apathy for many people

· One challenge is lack of mental health treatment and stigma—it’s the “no casserole” disease

· People want to stay in their comfort zone

· Many people do not understand or recognize the Eucharist as the source and summit of our faith

· Some people see no need for faith or religion in these times

· Obsession with busyness

· Only one Mass and a rotation every 4 months presents a challenge for attendance at home parish

· Lack of passion for faith

Chapter 3: 

· CCD program with our two sister parishes has good opportunities
· We really support our Helping Hands Food Pantry, Angel Tree for SCICAP
· Farmers Market opened to all ages and faiths

· We partner with our neighboring parish (St. Mary’s) which has more resources and ability to reach out to youth

· NCYC and Holy Fire are opportunities we have for youth and they excite our young people.  We always give extra support to NCYC

· Our Pastor reaches out to all ages

· Our St. Patrick’s traditions are exciting to our young people and they are given some responsibilities early on so know they have a place in their Church

· We can invite those couples who choose to marry in our historic church to stay with us as parishioners.
· Use of Facebook page

· The gift of our Precious Blood ministry in our priest and the neighboring priest has so enriched us after a period of some stagnation—excellent homilies addressing formation and outreach

· RCIA with Albia and Lovilia and our Parish
Chapter 4:

· Our annual contributions throughout the year to our local Helping Hands Pantry
· Our parish supplies food for the 200+ holiday baskets each year given by Helping Hands Food Pantry
· Care baskets now instituted by our Altar & Rosary for those dealing with illness and hardships
· Nursing home visits with Communion

· Operation Christmas Child opportunity

· Rummage Sale has the additional benefit of providing cheap supplies for families in need

· N.E.S.T. Collection after Epiphany to provide a “shower” for the program that aids young families and children

· Use of our prayer chain to whomever requests prayer

· Our community has a history of raising great amounts of money for local benefits or for those in need from our very modest incomes—we give generously

· Visiting shut-ins and nursing facilities

· As a small community “word of mouth” quickly spreads of needs and people respond

· Caring casseroles

· Denny Ryan Hunger Hike brings in money and many of the supplies for the holiday baskets

· School nurse needed mittens and gloves for kids in need at school and we have responded right away

· We support the Rice Bowl

· Do we need to collect coats for our Hispanic neighbors in Ottumwa?

Chapter 5:   Resonates:
· Don’t be sour-pusses – be joyful
· Passion (find it/share it)

· Need to want your faith and live it

· Come to daily Mass and Eucharist as much as you can

· We have a genuine priest now who encourages us to spread the word/live the faith

· “Pray and work”

· Prayer is so important

· Journaling helpful

Challenges:


Clericalism


Low numbers

To live the Gospel everyday

Participant Surveys (19)  (one not turned in)
Question 1:    Yes - 15   No - 4
Question 2:     Yes - 7    No - 9   Maybe - 1 Unable - 1
Question 3:     Yes - 4    No - 13   Maybe - 1
Question 4: List responses with bullet points.
· I want to act in our altar Society activities
· I’m not happy with the Pope’s political statements.

· Help with answering questions about the sex abuse problem

· How to approach youth and their thinking of the Church

· Today was all questions and no answers.  I hope that we can put together a plan to identify targets for evangelization and to get people into our faith community.

· St. Michael Prayer restored at end of Mass

· We are new of the parish and county and would like to know where to volunteer i.e. CASA, Food pantry, help with abused kids, etc.—Maybe a list of volunteer activities.

· Alignment with follow-up regional sessions and parish plans so we can work with those for the future
· We could have spent much more time on all these questions
Return to Emily Pries, pries@davenportdiocese.org.  563-888-4360


