September 26, 2018
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Listening Session Summary Report
Location:  St. Mary Catholic Church, Grinnell 
Date of Session:  Sunday, October 28, 2018		Facilitator:  Lee Morrison
Your Name: Patricia Probasco		Email:  pprobasco80@gmail.com
Approximate number of participants:  24 (excludes priest, but includes scribe)
Were small groups utilized? ___X__yes	_____no
If so, how many small groups did you have?  4
Briefly describe the composition of the group (age/race/gender/ethnicity). 
Males – 9, Females – 15; all Caucasian race; age – 30 to 40 yo (2); 40-50 yo (8); 50 to 60 yo (4); 60 to 70 yo (6); over 70 (4)

Were there any impeding factors that could have limited attendance?  Weather was sunny, dry, windy, 56 degrees; Grinnell College just ending a 10 day fall break

Chapter Large Group Responses.  List with bullet points.
Chapter 1: 
· Not great evangelizers
· May speak with others on an individual, person-to-person basis
· Timid in approaching others about why not attending; how do we respond to ‘I used to be Catholic’?
· No organized system for ‘inviting’ back fallen away Catholics
· Currently sponsor monthly Take Away Hunger event
· Provide weekly Eucharist to homebound and hospitalized
· Special collections to aide Diocesan charities
· Ecumenical events such as ‘No Room at Inn’; a community event held prior to Christmas with a collection of nativity scenes on display and other attractions
· Small immigration committee
· Sponsor a ‘Deacon’s Fund’ to assist parishioners/community members with financial needs (i.e. heating, housing, food, medical, etc.)
· College outreach committee; provide a college study area at parish hall
· Knights of Columbus and all the numerous events they hold
· Sponsor food drives for local food pantry
· Participate in ecumenical Lenten services by providing a speaker and hosting a luncheon one week day during Lent
· Individuals provide transportation to/from church for some that would otherwise not be able to travel to church
· Assist neighbors in community with tasks (mowing, baking, etc)
· Engage as parishioners in community events – put a Catholic public face in front of community
Chapter 2:
· Difficult; takes a certain type of person
· Multiple church choices in community; Christian competition
· Catholic church not largest in community; smaller percentage of population identifies as Catholic
· Miles to travel to church; no church in home community; closures of churches – tough on elderly and young
· Hospitality in church tend to be less than adequate
· Ministries not well set up
· ‘Volunteers’ stuck for life – once you volunteer, you are expected to do everything due to shortage of volunteers
· Idea that Mass is boring
· What are other churches in community doing
· Catholics don’t ‘advertise’ events as ‘open to public’
· Lack of women in leadership in Church, i.e. Deacons
· Lack of a Christian message regarding world and personal current events
· Lack of children’s liturgy
· Lack of single/widow programing
· Personal priorities
· Feeling as if it is not my responsibility, but that of clergy; fear of not answering someone’s questions
· I don’t need Church – I can talk to God anywhere
· Catechesis – lack of
Chapter 3: 
· Organized K-12 youth educational programs
· Organized college outreach program
· Adult book studies, video serious, etc.
· Offering adult education at varying times of day/week
· Financial ability for youth to participate in local and Diocesan events/retreats, including NCYC (church pays almost entire costs of this programming)
Chapter 4:
· DID NOT ANSWER DUE TO TIME CONSTRAINTS
Chapter 5:
· “Be Christ for others and see Christ in each other” daily
· Compassion, joy, encouragement, suffering is part of faith
· Prayer and prayer challenges
· Joy, courage – because of Joy we have Courage
· Address basics of community
· Can’t contain your faith – live your example daily, live your faith, share your insight with joy
Participant Surveys
Question 1:   Yes – 11; No - 5
Question 2:  Yes – 7; No - 8
Question 3:  Yes – 6; No 8
Question 4: List responses with bullet points.
· “I have not been as active in my parish as I want to be and will be, so please consider me”
· Welcoming homosexuals in church
· Not happening – address current events during Mass: show how our faith is relevant to big current events with moral overtones.  Examples: mass shootings, mail bombs, huge group of Central American refugees, children being warehoused by ICE, family separation of refugees, etc.
· Diocesan wide: More outreach to college, young adult ages and to all singles
· Need to help deserving persons left out of programs to help those in need
· Identifying challenges/issues/concerns is the same as problem-solving.  For progress these are important to be kept separate.
· Prayer – addressing issues of the day and personal issues
· Meet or address basic needs of others - compassion

Return to Emily Pries, pries@davenportdiocese.org.  563-888-4360
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