St. Patrick, Ottumwa, St. Mary Magdalen, Bloomfield, St. Mary, Centerville 
Facilitator: Deacon Ed Kamerick
1) In what ways does ____ reflect this vision of constantly going out beyond the four walls of the church to reach those who are not with us on a regular basis?

Community support of causes including ecumenical charities helping homeless and hungry, pregnancy resource center, emergency causes (fires, evictions, tornadoes),Nursing home and homebound visits, parish members active in community boards, committees and organizations, Alcoholics Anonymous, Catholic school, because of a family member’s faith and action others have joined the faith.

2) What are the greatest challenges to evangelization?

· Too many people today think it’s “all about me” – lack of faith, values and morals
· Not comfortable/fearful and not feeling competent to share the faith
· Lack of training
· Lack of encouragement
· Poor knowledge of the bible and our faith
· Clergy sexual abuse scandal
· Competition with the culture and secular activities
· Need more adult formation
· Political correctness
· Lack of tithing of our time

3) To what extent does your parish and school form evangelizing disciples of Christ including youth, young adult and ongoing formation of people of all ages.

Bible study & prayer groups, book club, youth group, NCYC, K-8 religious education, ecumenical youth activities, adult music ministry to nursing homes, family life committee activities (potlucks, game nights), transforming former parish school into discipleship formation center for children, youth & adults.


4) To what extent does your parish and you as a parishioner reach out to those on the margins (e.g. those poor, sick, elderly, cultural diversity or those who might feel disenfranchised)?

· Community garden
· Book donations to prison ministry
· Meals prepared for the sick and others in need within the parish
· Ministry of care program – visitation, prayer and Eucharist for homebound/nursing home residents
· Adult music ministry and church services twice a month to local nursing homes (ecumenical) 
· Recognizing the faith of others and regularly conversing with them

5) What resonates with you in the Pope’s words?  What challenges you?

Resonates: We evangelize by caring for one another.
Walk the talk – evangelize in word and deed.
Continue to feed ourselves and be renewed.

Challenges: Lack of knowledge is our biggest challenge
Stepping out with personal invitation
Hard to make commitments today

Participant Survey:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Bishop made a great impression on his first visit for Confirmation. He greeted everyone and made rounds to all tables in the hall. Would like to see him make some YouTube videos so that all the young people might get to know him better instead of just seeing him once at Confirmation. He seems so friendly, warm, and approachable. 
· Personal training – preferably one on one.
· How do we get fallen away Catholics to come home? 
· How do we start parish programs that reach out to certain groups – kids, elderly, grieving, divorced?
· We can all do better. Be better angels every day.  Need to embrace, think about and pray about how we all can evangelize, proclaim the message of Jesus every day.
· Find a way to approach new people [to Centerville] and invite them to join us.
· How do we invite others and make them feel welcome when we have to tell them they are not welcome to the table (communion) because they are not Catholic, or are divorced, or are in need of an annulment.
· Need more active parishioners – more engaged. How do we involve more of our members?
· Serving and meeting the needs of the diverse membership.
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