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Location:   Saint Mary’s Tipton & Mechanicsville
Date of Session:						Facilitator: Tom Tallman
Your Name:	11/8/2018					Email:
Approximate number of participants:   16
Were small groups utilized? ____yes	__xx___no
If so, how many small groups did you have?    1 group
Briefly describe the composition of the group (age/race/gender/ethnicity). 
 Late 40’s +   split equally men & women
Were there any impeding factors that could have limited attendance?    None that I knew of

Chapter Large Group Responses.  List with bullet points.
Chapter 1: 
· Sent letter to parishioners  re Advent / stations
· Schedule Sunday school to encourage parents to stay
· On-line bulletin for people who may not attend
· Social outreach commission  - backpack buddies for all needy school kids
· K of C meals
· Christmas Bazaar
· Reach out to homebound sick parishioners
· Work at local food bank which serves entire community
· Suggest mutual prayer sharing to encourage return to mass
· Shepard finding lost sheep – sheep has to want to be found
· Keep encouraging young people with faith, someday they will listen
· Examination of conscience
· NEED to have more fun
· What about rejected people / divorced
· What are women’s role, can it be expended?   Married / Women priest

Chapter 2:
· Tiered of fighting the battle with children
· Busy schedules – need to prioritize church & family time
· Money leads to more options but not happiness
· Uganda Church is strong thanks to missionaries
· Instead of rejoicing in our God given gifts – we tend to forget they came from God
· Learn to forget the past and move forward
· Not interested in knocking on doors to evangelize
· Our relationship with God is very private and not shared with others
· Evangelize by modeling behaviors and examples
· Hard to compete with the world for young people’s attention to faith
· Have to keep God, church and family prioritized – and be thankful for everyday and remind others of the same
· Fighting the mindset that death isn’t the worst thing, don’t take as serious, become numb to it
· Need to admire sacrifice and consider the common good
· Can’t go to church and be a hollow body without gaining something, were people who were forced to go the church in the 1960’s really getting something out of the church.  The duty to go to church is lessened today
· Lost sight of church structure being a gift
· Need to consider our church attendance as a “payback” to God
· Speaking up in defense of unborn children




Chapter 3: 
· Faith formation and adult bible study
· Tell people “God Bless You”, “God Loves You” rather than thank you.  Bring God into the conversation
· Teaching Sunday School, it is very impressive hearing what the kids think and feel
· Core of Commitment to educate young people – great teachers
· Kids have to learn but it does not always happen, kids need to find the importance of Jesus in their life
· Adult faith formation meets needs of adults – and share this with their kids
· Foundations in faith ( commandments and sacraments ) are important fundamentals of faith,  like in sports
· Need to think of situations today (adultery / abortion) and how they are so different from the past.




Chapter 4:
· Do excellent with sick people and taking communion to shut-ins
· Go to church for your own relationship with God, as opposed to whoever is there (Priest)
· Providing meals for sick
· Food Pantry meets many needs
· Playing bingo with people at Nursing Homes
· Could always look for more opportunities – teach our kids to reach out to elderly / marginalized
· Kids singing to people
· Collect food / clothes



Chapter 5:
· Really need to include married men and Woman as priests
· Hard to give advice to a person without having God in the conversation – which is why teaching Sunday School is so rewarding
· How do we make mass Joyful?
· Music is fabulous, beautiful way to showing Glory to God
· Get excited about Mass
· Fear of losing Mass at local parish due to priest shortage
· Fear of closing church / parish – very sad time
· Need to pray for seminarians – priest vocation
· Need to forgive and move on from abuse crisis
· Keep questioning just because “it has always been done this way”
· Pope can’t do it all at once  -  make woman priest immediately
· There are 4 married priest in the Diocese  ( widowed)

Concerns:

· Sermon has become a regurgitation of the gospel – would like to hear “today’s world” everyday applications
· Nothing seems to change as result of these types of gatherings



Participant Surveys        St. Mary’s Tipton kept surveys

Question 1:
Question 2:
Question 3:
Question 4: List responses with bullet points.
· 
Return to Emily Pries, pries@davenportdiocese.org.  563-888-4360
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