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Notes from the convocation 
Present:  Phyllis Dittmer, Lisa Alexander, Fr. Kevin Anstey, Deacon Tom Hardie, and Becky Iddings from Sacred Heart.  We did a joint meeting with St. Anthony Knoxville’s group including Laura Hollinrake, Betsy Schneider, and Barb Anderson.
1.  What did we hear?
Statistics are crushing.
Message loud and clear is it is all about relationships.
How to help people come together.
Small groups are the way to start.
Tell your story-get personal not just “how are you doing?”
Help with issues that others may have.
Promote prayer and faith.
Reclaim our Catholic identity.
Work on stereotypes.
Mass-communion in hands not on tongue is culture of US which has made changes that are unlike the rest of the Catholics in the world.
Share yourself with others-tell your story.
Start with yourself-might need to refresh self.
Catholicism is communal but culture is individualism-big challenge for us.
Faith is a gift not a choice.
How do we promote community?

2.  What does it mean for our parish/entity?
We have a lot of work to do.
Be more welcoming.
Encourage visiting after Mass in the Church hall.
How do we educate others about what evangelizing is?
We need to evangelize our faith-we evangelize our life but not our faith.
Break the thought that catholic faith is private so we need to help others talk about faith.
How do we use this convocation to go forward.
Need profile of who are non-active.
Give permission to just come to Mass but not have to have a job immediately.
Invite others to come to Mass-maybe family members?
Need to work on being welcoming and hospitable.
Help others reflect on their story and how it comments to God’s story.
Make some changes-ways we could have the church open during non-Mass times.

3. What help do we need?
Resources that explain what evangelizing is.
Inspirational banners.
Signs that every parish has that connects us all together-visual connectedness.
Follow through.
Follow through and accountability.
Follow up with individual parishes.
Plan to keep the flame burning.
More to come!
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