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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
From the Iowa Bishops: “In light of the expectation that positive cases of  COVID-19 will peak in Iowa in the next 

few weeks, we have decided it would be most prudent for now to continue to follow the liturgical restrictions we 

have in place, including the suspension of public Masses…. We will continue to closely monitor the statewide and 

respective regional situations through the weeks of May and beyond. When the time comes that we can gather in 

greater numbers while observing social distance, safe hygienic practices and other precautions without placing one 

another at serious risk, public Masses and other sacramental celebrations will be allowed to resume.” Please see the 

full statement: Iowa Bishops Press Release on Church Status 4-28-2020 

 

Confirmation: In previous years, a form was sent in April to parish leaders requesting dates for Confirmation for 

the upcoming year.  The pandemic has altered our way of life significantly, one example being the postponement of 

Confirmations this year since mid-March.  We will continue to monitor the impact of the pandemic and when it 

seems timely, send the request for next year.  We also will be in touch with regard to when and how we will 

reschedule the postponed Confirmation Masses. 

 
VISION 20/20 
Mass with Bishop Zinkula via the Internet on Pentecost, May 30-31.  Details coming soon! 

Watch the diocesan website! 

 
DISASTER TEAM 
Spanish-speaking Iowans will now be able to access live translations of important information about the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  Iowa PBS and the Office of Latino Affairs have partnered to provide the Governor’s press 

conferences in Spanish and also the Friday night Q&As.  For more information go here: Spanish and English  

 

There is a wealth of information on the diocesan website regarding the Covid-19 pandemic.  There are three 

different web pages:  

1. Pandemic Policies and Resources: https://www.davenportdiocese.org/flu 

2. Prayer and Support: https://www.davenportdiocese.org/prayer-and-support 

3. Q and A: https://www.davenportdiocese.org/qa 

 
CENSUS 2020 
Sincere thank you, on behalf of the U.S. Census Bureau, Regional Census Center in Chicago, Census 2020 Staff, 

and Team Iowa for your April 1 Census Day 2020 outreach. Response rates are up and your assistance is 

commendable. Currently, Iowa is fifth in the nation for response rates with a fantastic 50.9%. Iowa often teeters into 

the top three and it is all because of YOU. Thank you! Feel free to check out the Response Rate Map. 

 

LITURGY OFFICE 
The May LiturgyNotes may be found here.  

 

Please see, and pass along, the attached flyer regarding a free formation offering on the Mass from LTP. 

 

By request, we’re highlighting the different pages of the diocesan liturgy website. The Preaching Links 

page (https://www.davenportdiocese.org/preaching-links) contains resources (including in Spanish) for 

preachers as well as for all those who are proclaimers of the word and anyone who loves, studies, and 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/13543/documents/2020/4/pr%20churches%204-28-2020.pdf
http://www.iowapbs.org/about/news/iowa-pbs-ofrecer%C3%A1-informaci%C3%B3n-de-salud-y-seguridad-en-espa%C3%B1ol-ante-la-pandemia-del-covid
http://www.iowapbs.org/about/news/iowa-pbs-offer-spanish-language-safety-information-amidst-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/flu
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/prayer-and-support
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/qa
https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/documents/2020/4/May2020%20LN.pdf
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/preaching-links
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prays with the Scriptures. Pronunciation helps, videos from preaching conferences, links to the Scriptures 

in the original languages and various translations, numerous study aids and articles… all this and more!  
 

SOCIAL ACTION OFFICE 
Rice Bowl: Thank you for your sacrifice and prayers that give hope to millions of our brothers and sisters around 

the world.  If you wish to still contribute to Catholic Relief Services’ Rice Bowl collection go here. 

 

Available Grants: Applications must be received in the Social Action Office by May 15 by 4:00 p.m., no 

exceptions.  For questions call 563-888-4210.  Note that the Chancery continues to operate during the pandemic but 

is closed to the public. 

 Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl: For those providing/supporting direct services to people who are 

hungry (first foot of Social justice).  

 

 Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD): For those organizations and projects that promote 

systemic change (second foot of social justice). To apply please send your request in a 1-2 page letter along 

with the Catholic Campaign for Human Development Grant Agreement.  

 

National Domestic Violence resources can be found here which talk directly to clergy. The phone number of the 

National Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-799-7233 / TTY 800-787-3224.   

 

Safety Alert: Computer use can be monitored and is impossible to completely clear. If you are afraid your internet 

usage might be monitored, call the National Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-799-7233 / TTY 800-787-3224. 

 

Lunch and Learn Sessions are typically held on a Thursday during the month at noon, using Zoom video-

conferencing, with presentations lasting 20-30 minutes with discussion following.  Our next session is May 7, 12:00 

– 1:00 pm.  The session is a panel discussion about supporting those in essential roles in our communities.  Zoom is 

a free app, which you can download to your computer, tablet or smart phone.  You do not need to set up an account 

to participate in these sessions.  For more information or to sign up, go here. 
 

New Google Group Focused on Rural Issues: Growing out of a great discussion during the first “Lunch and 

Learn”, we are starting a new Google Group focused on rural issues. Voices for Rural Life provides a forum for 

people to educate, share concerns and suggest advocacy opportunities related to life in rural Iowa. We hope to have 

a wide variety of perspectives on rural issues. If you have questions or want to join this group, send an email to 

Amy Kersten and indicate your delivery preference from one of these two options:  

1. All email: Receive each email as it is posted - more like a conversation. 

2. Digest: Receive one email each day containing up to 25 new messages -more like receiving a log of the 

conversations. 

 

Respect Life Materials for October’s theme, “Live the Gospel of Life” may now be ordered.  Parishes interested in 

receiving a free Respect Life Packet may submit their order to Esmeralda Guerrero.  Include in your e-mail.  1) 

Parish name and address, 2) Contact name, 3) Contact phone number and 4) Contact email address (if not the pastor 

or office contact).  Orders can also be submitted online. 

 

Stay Connected with Us: 
 Social Action Monthly Newsletter: The Two Feet Newsletter covers social action within the diocese and 

beyond. To access past issues or to receive future issues go here.  

 Google Groups 

o Social Action Advocacy: Addressing legislative advocacy on social issues of concern to the Catholic 

Church and encouraging faithful citizenship. 

o Parish Social Action: Provide resources, ideas and opportunities for parishioners to live out their faith 

working for charity and justice. 

o New Group: Voices for Rural Life: Educate, share concerns and suggest advocacy opportunities 

related to life in rural Iowa. 

If you have questions or want to sign up for a resource contact Amy Kersten. 

  

https://support.crs.org/donate/change-life-lent-0?ms=orbeve0120rbl00gen15&utm_source=rice-bowl-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-rice-bowl&emci=813d8493-e278-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=30b4c652-987d-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=451921&contactdata=MWM3F6FyqF19Pcb4DRTqGXeGWDPsjTQefxaxx10wJrEHwXc1MSqHezcS8w6Av0ygXM6UCb9RHPX3V9IvWmnLiUfn4Fng4wHRv1Uf%2bP3OCZL9WtVdPegbcE3hukDYyHHHkecLg8IHCaw6ZBSICWg%2fMrZ%2fFP5LgCx8%2bdaS22saGJq2wMduVfLTL4R1W40CzB56fSYJ8pc2wwwLFvkPjQQpdswIa30ztoKXmXjHTVD4oWQ%3d
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/crs-rice-bowl-local-grant
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/cchd-applying-for-local-grants
http://www.usccb.org/about/laity-marriage-family-life-and-youth/womens-issues/what-do-you-say.cfm
https://bit.ly/DioDavLunchLearn
mailto:kerstena@diodav.org
mailto:guerrero@davenportdiocese.org?subject=2018%20Respect%20Life%20Materials
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/respect-life-order-form
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/respect-life-order-form
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=e6357c24b5c81ff104b608b45&id=510efd9d86
http://bit.ly/TwoFeetNewsletter
mailto:kerstena@diodav.org
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FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 
At-Home Resources: We have developed an At-Home Resources webpage that is continually updated with 

resources you can use to deliver ministry into people’s homes.  Be sure to check out this page on a regular basis.  

 

Share the Wealth: Bishop Zinkula would like to know more about how people are handling faith formation and 

youth/young adult ministry during this COVID-19 crisis.  We’re also sure that many of you would like to know 

what others are doing to address this.  So we’ve created a What Are You Doing? webpage where you can share 

what you’re doing.  Just complete the form on that page, and hit “Submit.”  You can then find these submissions on 

the Examples of At-Home Ministry page. 

 

Youth and Young Adult  
May Youth Ministry Leaders’ Gathering will be held virtually on Tuesday, May 5, beginning at 10:00 a.m. We’ll 

gather on Zoom (contact Barb Butterworth for the link). Our agenda will include a time to check in with each other, 

programming updates, a discussion on the future of our ministry in light of what we’re experiencing, along with a 

few other items. Agenda will be posted on the Gathering webpage.  

 

Resource Survey: The Office of Faith Formation seeks information on the on-going needs for support and 

assistance needed by faith formation and youth ministry leaders as they continue to develop their online ministry. A 

particular focus of this effort revolves around determining what leaders would like to do or offer that they’re 

presently not able to, and what assistance they might need to do so. All faith formation and youth ministry leaders 

are asked to complete an online survey, and each respondent will receive a follow-up phone call to discuss further 

their specific needs. 

 

Adult Formation 

Online Formation through STEP at Notre Dame: The Diocese has partnered with STEP at the University of 

Notre Dame to offer online formation for parishioners.  Courses are offered in a variety of topics and no prior 

formation is necessary.  Core Course:  Introduction to the Catholic Faith is a great course for catechists and adults 

who desire to deepen their knowledge of the faith.  The next session of courses begins June 15.  Click here for a list 

of courses.  Cost is $74.25 per course after diocesan discount.  For more information, contact Rosina Hendrickson, 

563-888-4244 or visit our website. 

 

Curated Faith Formation Resources: The Office of Faith Formation is curating online resources that can be used 

for Faith Formation, personal prayer and faith growth during this time.  Please visit the Children’s Faith Formation, 

Family Faith Formation and At-Home Resources (mentioned above). 

 

Marriage and Family 

Online Couple Enrichment Opportunities to share with your engaged and married couples: 

 Date Night at Home - May 7, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. Dr. Gary Chapman unpacks the “5 Love Languages” to 

help couples discover the tools needed to make a good relationship great, or a hurting relationship heal. - 

$9.99/couple 

 The Virtues - Four Dates for Catholic Couples reflecting on the habits that help spouses mature as persons, 

grow in holiness, and strengthen their marriage. The virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance 

are explored. Free 

 Virtual Date Night Package - Couples enjoy a comedy special, cook a romantic dinner with a recipe using 

pantry staples, and focus on their connection with fun and meaningful conversation starters. – Free 

 

NOURISH for Caregivers: Since gathered NOURISH group meetings in the diocese have been cancelled for the 

time being, caregivers are encouraged to go to the NOURISH website for supportive resources and to connect with 

other caregivers daily at 10 am on Zoom for a live "House Call". 

 

Infertility Awareness Free Webinar: “What Parish Leaders Should Know about Ministering to Couples 

Experiencing Infertility”: May 12, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.  Angelique Ruhi-Lopez and Carmen Santamaria, authors of 

The Infertility Companion for Catholics, will offer tips, advice, and resources in order to provide spiritual and 

practical support for couples facing infertility. Register Here 

 
NEW – Live Diocesan Online Introduction to NFP Instruction: Participation in an Introduction to Natural 

Family Planning or a method specific instruction is required of all couples of child bearing age preparing for 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/at-home-resources
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/what-are-you-doing
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/ff-examples
mailto:butterworthb@davenportdiocese.org?subject=April%20YMLGathering%20link
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/ymlg
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/resource-survey
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/online-courses/step/courses
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/online-courses/step/courses
mailto:hendrickson@davenportdiocese.org?subject=STEP%20Courses
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/ff-step
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/ff-children
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/ff-family
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/at-home-resources
https://webevents.5lovelanguages.com/?utm_source=5LL-Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=april-23-2020&utm_content=date-night-banner&utm_term=Date%20Night%20at%20Home%20-%20Featureing%20Dr.%20Gary%20Chapman%20-%20May%207%2C%202020%40%208%3A00PM.&&&&&cm_mmc=Act-On%20Software-_-email-_-%5BREGISTER%20NOW%5D%20Date%20Night-_-Date%20Night%20at%20Home%20-%20Featureing%20Dr.%20Gary%20Chapman%20-%20May%207%2C%202020%40%208%3A00PM.
https://datenight.communio.org/new-denver-church/
file://///mgmt03/users$/hoefling/Mini%20Messenger/2020/nourishforcaregivers.com/
https://nacflm.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c306d46ccf5145482a4dc3e0&id=27c7d814cf&e=74a5a20b9a
https://nacflm.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c306d46ccf5145482a4dc3e0&id=27c7d814cf&e=74a5a20b9a
https://nacflm.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c306d46ccf5145482a4dc3e0&id=614335c210&e=74a5a20b9a
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1613185173935169281
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marriage in the diocese. Couples should contact Marianne Agnoli by email or at 563-676-9745 if they are interested 

in registering for a free live online instruction.  

 
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 
To report child abuse call the Iowa Attorney General Clergy Abuse hotline at 855-620-7000 (M-F, 8 am.-4:30 

pm.) to speak with a trained advocate or the Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-

2178.  If it involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, Victim Assistance Coordinator: 563-349-

5002, vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 52722-0004. 

 

EAGLES’ WINGS, DAVENPORT 
To register or for more information contact marcia@eagleswings.ws, 563-324-7263 (leave a message). 5816 

Telegraph Rd., Davenport 52804. 

 
Though our office is closed, counseling and spiritual direction are still available at Eagles’ Wings.  Currently 

these appointments are being done via Zoom, Duo or phone. 

 

Outdoor Stations of the Cross are available 24/7 at Eagles’ Wings and people are welcome to pray.  

 
OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE RETREAT, WHEATLAND 
To register contact: 563-336-8414 or olpretreat@gmail.com.  To learn more about these programs and Our Lady of 

the Prairie Retreat visit prairieretreat.org.  All programs include a delicious homemade meal prepared with local and 

organic ingredients.  
 

The Congregation of the Humility of Mary is practicing safe guidelines therefore, no visitors to Humility of 

Mary Center or Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat at this time. 

 

As a way to stay connected and lift spirits The Prairie Retreat is creating beautiful and uplifting short videos 

that we invite you to watch.  They can be accessed HERE. 

 

The Congregation of the Humility of Mary offers up prayers each morning and evening in the Magnificat 

Chapel – If you would like to request a prayer visit www.chmiowa.org where you can submit your prayer 

through an on-line form. 

 

BENET HOUSE RETREAT CENTER, ROCK ISLAND, IL 
Contact Sr. Jackie Walsh, OSB at 309-283-2108, retreats@smmsisters.org or Sr. Stefanie MacDonald, OSB at 309-

283-2300 or online at http://www.smmsisters.org/retreats/retreats-and-programs to register. 
 

All scheduled events in May have been cancelled.  Please call with questions. 
 

 
To support the ministry of your parish, school and the diocese these groups automatically receive the Mini-Messenger: 

Deacons  Diocesan Corporate Board  Youth Ministers Pastoral Associates  Directors/Coordinators of Faith Formation  

Parishes  Catholic Foundation Board Sisters   RCIA Parish Contacts Diocesan Liturgical Commission 
Priests Parish Lay Directors Bookkeepers  Diocesan Board of Education   

Seminarians  Diocesan Pastoral Council  Principals  Parish Life Coordinators 

Other interested persons are welcome to subscribe. If you have questions regarding your subscription contact Laurie Hoefling, hoefling@davenportdiocese.org. 

mailto:agnolim@davenportdiocese.org
mailto:vac@diodav.org
mailto:marcia@eagleswings.ws
mailto:olpretreat@gmail.com
http://prairieretreat.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpHQ5oOB0xLcCs6kX_PFvZUhLRQm1VYgH
http://www.chmiowa.org/
mailto:retreats@smmsisters.org
http://www.smmsisters.org/retreats/retreats-and-programs
mailto:hoefling@davenportdiocese.org


 

Virtual Gatherings during COVID-19 
by Liturgy Training Publications 

 

 
 
 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 
 
 
 

 

HOW DEEP THE MYSTERY  
AN ENLIVENING LOOK AT MASS 

 

Thursdays in May 
4-5pm ET  1-2pm PT 

 

Cost: Free 

 
 
 

              We invite you to register for all four sessions --  
• Thursday, May 7    Part I  Mass is a Celebration of Resurrection 
• Thursday, May 14    Part II Mass is a Sacrament of Reconciliation 
• Thursday, May 21    Part III Mass Extends Beyond the Church Building 
• Thursday, May 28    Part IV The Blessing of Embracing Silence 

 
 

These four sessions are directed to deepening our everyday living of our Eucharistic celebrations.  
Each session will include a reflection by Sr. Joyce Ann Zimmerman, CPPS followed by an opportunity for 
questions by the participants. After the live-streamed session, participants will have an opportunity  
to download some reflection materials based on two books published by Liturgy Training Publications:  
How Deep the Mystery: Meditating on the Words of the Mass and Silence: Everyday Living and Praying.  
While the books are not needed for these sessions, you can purchase them together and save 20%. Make sure 
to purchase by Monday, April 27th to receive before May 7th. Call 800-933-1800 and mention the code HDMP 
to receive your discounted rate.  
 

Sessions will be conducted on the interactive virtual platform Adobe Connect. 
 
 
 

 

Presented by: 
Joyce Ann Zimmerman, CPPS, PHD, STD is the director of 
the Institute for Liturgical Ministry in Dayton, Ohio; the 
founding editor (1992) and columnist for Liturgical 
Ministry; adjunct professor of liturgy at the Athenaeum of 
Ohio; a liturgical consultant; frequent speaker and 
facilitator of workshops on liturgy, spirituality, and other 
related topics; and an award-winning author of numerous 
books and articles on liturgy and spirituality. 

 To register for these  
free virtual sessions, visit: 

https://www.ltp.org/s/gatherings 
 

If you have any questions,  
please contact us at TRAINING@LTP.org. 

 

https://www.ltp.org/s/gatherings
mailto:TRAINING@LTP.org
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