
 
ELECTRONIC MEETING OPTIONS 

Groups should always keep social distancing in mind when gathering.  It will likely be best, at least for the time being, for 
groups to meet electronically.  This may be intimidating for some who are not as technologically advanced.  Please find a 
platform that everyone is comfortable with and help each other through the process of setup.  Below are several options 
for video conferencing with your group. 

• Zoom 
Anyone can attend a Zoom meeting without an account.  At least one user does need a Zoom account to host a 
meeting. One person would need to schedule the meeting and invite the others.   
 
While Zoom is free, the free pricing only allows for a 40-minute call before the conversation ends. You can stop at 40 
minutes and re-sign on for the additional time by setting up two different meetings.  If one member in the group has 
a paid membership, you should have them host the meeting so you won’t have to sign on and off.   
 
The Zoom app can be downloaded from the Google Play store, Apple App Store onto your Android or iPhone.  You 
can also use Zoom on a computer with a built-in video camera.  
 
Follow this link to download the Zoom software for a laptop or desktop computer:  https://zoom.us/download 
 
Here are some video tutorials on how to set up your Zoom meeting:   
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials 

 

• FaceTime 
FaceTime is a great option if everyone has Apple devices.  This works only on iPad, iPhone and Macs.  The software 
is built into all of those devices, so there’s nothing to add. 

Here is a link to instructions on how to administer a group FaceTime call: 
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT204380 

 

• Skype 
Skype can be used for free, but users will need to sign up for a free account.  Skype can be downloaded from the 
Google Play store, Apple App Store onto your Android or iPhone or used in a desktop browser.   
 
Follow this link to download the Skype software for a laptop or desktop computer 
https://www.skype.com/en/features/group-video-chat/ 
 
Here is a series of tutorials on how to set up a Skype conference call from various devices: 
https://www.digitalcitizen.life/skype-group-call  
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• Google Hangouts 
This option works great if everyone has a Google account. If not, it is pretty easy to sign up for one.  
Learn how to make a Google account:  https://support.google.com/mail/answer/56256?hl=en 
 
Google Hangouts can be downloaded from the Google Play store, Apple App Store onto your Android or iPhone or 
used in a desktop browser.  Here is the link to Google Hangouts for browsers:  https://hangouts.google.com/ 
 
Here are instructions for how to start a Google Hangout session:  
https://support.google.com/hangouts/answer/3115553? 

 

• Houseparty 
 
Houseparty is a free app for video conferencing.  Users will need to create an account through the app, and add 
other users through their username, Facebook, or phone contacts. 
 
Once the app is set up, you’ll be able to see which of your friends are online and ready to chat — and your friends 
will be notified when you’re online too. 
 
The Houseparty app can be downloaded from the Google Play store or Apple App Store onto your Android or 
iPhone.  You can also use Houseparty on a computer with a built-in video camera.  
 
Here is a link to the Houseparty extension for Google Chrome browser or a Mac:  https://houseparty.com/ 
 
Here is a link to a tutorial on how to use Houseparty: 
https://www.techradar.com/how-to/how-to-use-houseparty 
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