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A CELEBRATION OF THE WORD  
 
“In this light, the objective of the current Synod is to listen, as the entire People of God, to what the Holy 
Spirit is saying to the Church. We do so by listening together to the Word of God in Scripture and the 
living Tradition of the Church, and then by listening to one another, and especially to those at the 
margins, discerning the signs of the times.” (Vademecum, 1.3) 
 
This celebration may take place in the church, a meeting room, or classroom. It may take place at the 
start of a synodal listening session, to help establish an attitude of prayer, or may be part of a faith 
formation or other prayer activity. It is especially suitable for ecumenical gatherings.  
 
It may be adapted as needed. It is based on the rite given in: 
https://www.synod.va/content/dam/synod/document/common/phases/liturgy/EN_Liturgia_171.pdf  
 
The space may be prepared with a stand or table on which the Book of the Gospels may be enthroned. 
Taking into consideration whether or not ecumenical guests might be present, and what their religious 
tradition might be, a Marian icon may also be used.   
 
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation (ICEL); excerpts from the English translation of The Book of Blessings © 1989, ICEL; excerpts 
from the Order of Baptism of Children © 2020. All rights reserved. 

 
Introductory Rites 
 
The rite may begin at the baptismal font (if in church) or around a vessel with holy water (if in another 
space). 
 
If allowed by COVID protocols, an opening hymn may be sung. A hymn invoking the Holy Spirit or 
recalling baptism would be appropriate. 
 
Sign of the Cross & Greeting 
Leader:  +In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 
An ordained minister says: 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit 
 

https://www.synod.va/content/dam/synod/document/common/phases/liturgy/EN_Liturgia_171.pdf
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A lay leader of prayer says: 
Leader:  Let us praise the God of wisdom, knowledge and grace. Blessed be God forever. 
All:  Blessed be God forever. 
 

 
Renewal of Baptismal Promises (or Apostle’s Creed) 
 
If the prayer is being led by an ordained minister: 
 
Leader:  (As we prepare to listen together to the Holy Spirit,) Let us renew our baptismal faith: 
 
Leader:  Do you renounce Satan? 
All:   I do. 
 
Leader:  And all his works? 
All:   I do. 
 
Leader:  And all his empty show? 
All:   I do. 
 
Leader:   Do you believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth? 

All:   I do. 
 
Leader:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered death and was buried, 
rose again from the dead 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 

All:   I do. 
 
Leader:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting? 

All:   I do. 
 
Leader:  This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. 
  We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
All:  Amen. 
 
At the end of the renewal, the cleric may sprinkle the assembly with holy water or the faithful may 
approach the font (or vessel) and bless themselves with the water. 
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If the prayer is being led by a lay minister: 
 
Leader:   (As we prepare to listen together to the Holy Spirit,) Let us profess our baptismal 
                             faith: 
 
All:  I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
At the end of the profession of baptismal faith, the faithful may approach the font (or vessel) and bless 
themselves with the water. 

 
Procession 
If the rite began at the font, the procession forms, led by a minister with the Book of the Gospels. If 
desired, a Marian icon is carried in the procession after the Book of the Gospels. The Litany of the Saints 
may be sung during the procession (the name of the parish or school or community’s patron should be 
added). The Book is placed on the altar and the icon is placed next to the altar. If desired, the icon and 
Book may be incensed. 
 
Collect (Opening Prayer) 
 
Leader:  O Lord, ruler and guardian of your Church, 

pour out, we pray, upon your servants 
a spirit of truth, understanding and peace, 
that they may strive with all their heart 
to know what is pleasing to you 
and then pursue it with all their strength. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

All:  Amen. 
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Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading:   Acts 10:1-48; or Acts 2:1-11 
Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; or Ps 33:10-15 
Second Reading:  Gal 5:1-24; or 1 Cor 12:4-11; or 1 Cor 12:12-26; or 1 Cor 12:27-31 
Gospel Acclamation 
Gospel:   Lk 24:13-35; or Mt 5:13-16; or Jn 16:12-15; or Lk 8:4-15; or Lk 8:16-18a, 19-21 
 
Alternatively, the readings for the Mass for a Council or Synod (LM 838-842) or for the Votive Mass of the 
Holy Spirit (LM 62-63 [Pentecost] or LM 764-768 [Confirmation]) may be used. 
 
A priest or deacon may preach a homily. A deputed lay preacher may offer a reflection.  
 
Letting the Word of God Resonate 
 
Some possible suggestions: 

 Short testimonies can be delivered here by different members of the People of God. After each 
testimony, a candle is placed in front of the Marian icon.  

 Between each testimony, a short acclamation to the Holy Spirit can be sung. At the end, the Veni 
Creator Spiritus can be sung and/or the Adsumus Sancte Spiritus prayer can be said.  

 The testimonies could also be substituted for a brief time for prayerful sharing on the Word of 
God that has been proclaimed, in small groups of 2-5 persons. 

 
The Prayer of the Faithful 
 
Other intercessions may be added as appropriate for the community. 
 
Leader: As we await with longing the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us seek his mercy and 

pray for all those in need: 
 
Minister: For the Church, gathered in Synod: that by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit this journey 

will be marked by humble listening, courageous speech, and lively hope. Let us pray to 
the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

For ourselves, gathered here (in the parish/school of X, as part of X community, etc.), 
and for the People of God in the Diocese of Davenport: That this Synodal Process may 
lead us ever deeper into the communion of the Church, foster our participation in it, and 
equip us to go out on mission. Let us pray to the Lord: (Lord, hear our prayer.) 
 
For all civil and public authorities: That they may always seek the common good, acting 
with justice and integrity. Let us pray to the Lord: (Lord, hear our prayer.) 

 
For the sick, the lonely, the oppressed, and the suffering, especially in this time of 
pandemic: That they may never be discarded, but rather treasured and cared for as the 
face of Christ in a suffering world. Let us pray to the Lord: (Lord, hear our prayer.) 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Leader:  We are made one in our baptism. And so we pray with one voice as Jesus taught us: 
 
All:  Our Father…. 
 
Concluding Rite 
 
If the leader is ordained: 
 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Leader:  May almighty God bless you, 

the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. [OR Go in peace.]  
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

If the leader is a layperson: 
While making the sign of the cross on themselves: 
 
Leader:  May the Lord bless us, protects us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. [OR Go in peace.] 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus 
 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,  
     as we gather together in Your name.  
With You alone to guide us,  
     make Yourself at home in our hearts;  
Teach us the way we must go  
     and how we are to pursue it.  
We are weak and sinful;  
     do not let us promote disorder.  
     Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path  
     nor partiality influence our actions.  
Let us find in You our unity  
     so that we may journey together to eternal life  
     and not stray from the way of truth  
     and what is right.  
All this we ask of You,  
     who are at work in every place and time,  
     in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
      forever and ever. Amen. 

 


