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A CELEBRATION OF EVENING PRAYER (VESPERS) 
This celebration may take place in the church, a meeting room, or classroom. It may take place at the 
start of a synodal listening session, to help establish an attitude of prayer, or may be part of a faith 
formation or other prayer activity. The space may be prepared with a stand or table on which the Book 
of the Gospels may be enthroned, as well as a Marian icon if desired. The Paschal Candle may be 
displayed and lit. This rite may be incorporated into a period of Eucharistic Exposition and Adoration, 
observing the proper norms. Taking into account the traditions and sensibilities of the participants, this 
may also be suitable for ecumenical gatherings 
 
Introductory Rites (stand) 
 
Introductory Verse 
While making the Sign of the Cross: 
 
Leader:  +God, come to my assistance. 
All:  Lord, make haste to help me. 
 
Leader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
All:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

(in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
Hymn 
 
If allowed by COVID protocols, an opening hymn may be sung. A hymn invoking the Holy Spirit or 
recalling baptism would be appropriate. The traditional hymn for Vespers – the Phos Hilaron – is also 
recommended.  
 
Psalmody (seated) 
 
The psalms and canticle are taken from Evening Prayer II, Common of the Dedication of a Church. 
 
Psalm 46 
 
Leader:  This is God’s dwelling place and he has made it holy; it will stand forever firm. 
  (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
All:  This is God’s dwelling place and he has made it holy; it will stand forever firm. 

(in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
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Side 1:  God is for us a refuge and strength, 
 a helper close at hand, in time of distress: 
so we shall not fear though the earth should rock, 
 though the mountains fall into the depths of the sea; 
even though its waters rage and foam, 
 even though the mountains be shaken by its waves. 

 
Side 2:  The LORD of hosts is with us: 

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
Side 1:  The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, 

 the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
God is within, it cannot be shaken; 
 God will help it at the dawning of the day. 
Nations are in tumult, kingdoms are shaken: 
 he lifts his voice, the earth shrinks away. 

 
Side 2:  The LORD of hosts is with us: 

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
Side 1:  Come, consider the works of the Lord, 

 the redoubtable deeds he has done on the earth. 
He puts an end to wars over all the earth; 
 the bow he breaks, the spear he snaps. 
He burns the shields with fire. 
“Be still and know that I am God, 
 supreme among the nations, supreme on the earth!” 

 
Side 2:  The LORD of hosts is with us: 

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
Side 1:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Side 2:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
All:  This is God’s dwelling place and he has made it holy; it will stand forever firm. 

(in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
Psalm 122 
 
Leader:  Let us go up with rejoicing to the house of the Lord. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
All:  Let us go up with rejoicing to the house of the Lord. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
Side 1:  I was glad when they said to me, 

   ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’ 
Our feet are standing 

     within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
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Side 2:  Jerusalem—built as a city 
   that is bound firmly together. 
To it the tribes go up, 
   the tribes of the Lord, 
as was decreed for Israel, 
   to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
For there the thrones for judgement were set up, 
   the thrones of the house of David. 

 
Side 1:  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

   ‘May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls, 
   and security within your towers.’ 
For the sake of my relatives and friends 
   I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’ 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
   I will seek your good. 

 
Side 2:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Side 1:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
All:  Let us go up with rejoicing to the house of the Lord. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
New Testament Canticle Outside Lent (Rev 19:1-7) 
 
Leader:  All you his saints, sing out the praises of our God. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
All:  All you his saints, sing out the praises of our God. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
Side 1:  Alleluia. 
  Salvation, glory, and power to our God: 
  His judgments are honest and true. 
  Alleluia. 
 
Side 2:  Alleluia. 
  Sing praise to our God, all you his servants, 
  all who worship him reverently, great and small. 
  Alleluia. 
 
Side 1:  Alleluia. 

The Lord our all-powerful God is King; 
  let us rejoice, sing praise, and give him glory. 
  Alleluia. 
 
Side 2:  Alleluia. 
  The wedding feast of the Lamb has begun, 
  and his bride is prepared to welcome him. 
  Alleluia. 
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Side 1:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Side 2:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
All:  All you his saints, sing out the praises of our God. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
New Testament Canticle During Lent (Rev 15:3b-4) 
 
Leader:  People of every nation shall come and worship you, O Lord. 
 
All:  People of every nation shall come and worship you, O Lord. 
 
Side 1:  Mighty and wonderful are your works,  

 Lord God Almighty! 
  Righteous and true are your ways, 
   O King of the nations! 
 
Side 2:  Who would dare refuse you honor, 
   or the glory due your name, O Lord? 
 
Side 1:  Since you alone are holy, 
   all nations shall come  
   and worship in your presence. 
  Your mighty deeds are clearly seen. 
 
Side 2:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Side 1:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
All:  People of every nation shall come and worship you, O Lord 
 
Proclamation of the Word (seated) 
 
During Evening Prayer, the reading is usually taken from the New Testament. The Gospels are not used. 
 
Options: Acts 10:1-48; Acts 2:1-11; Gal 5:1-24; 1 Cor 12:4-11; 1 Cor 12:12-26; 1 Cor 12:27-31 
 
Alternatively, the any of the New Testament readings for the Mass for a Council or Synod (LM 839) or for 
the Votive Mass of the Holy Spirit (LM 62-63 [Pentecost] or LM 765 [Confirmation]) may be used. 
 
Response to the Reading 
 
A simple responsory may be used: 
 
Reader:  Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia, alleluia) 
All:  Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia, alleluia) 
 
Reader:  They will praise you forever. 
All:  In your house, O Lord. (in Eastertime, replace with: alleluia, alleluia) 
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Reader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
All:  Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia, alleluia) 
 
AND/OR: A priest or deacon may preach a homily. A deputed lay preacher may offer a reflection. If 
desired, a more interactive conversation around the word may also take place. Some possible 
suggestions: 

 Short testimonies can be delivered here by different members of the People of God. After each 
testimony, a candle is placed in front of the Marian icon.  

 Between each testimony, a short acclamation to the Holy Spirit can be sung. At the end, the Veni 
Creator Spiritus can be sung and/or the Adsumus Sancte Spiritus prayer can be said.  

 The testimonies could also be substituted for a brief time for prayerful sharing on the Word of 
God that has been proclaimed, in small groups of 2-5 persons. 

 
Canticle of Mary (stand) 
 
During the praying of the Magnificat, the altar, Paschal Candle, Marian Icon, and the people may be 
honored with incense, if desired. 
 
Leader: This is God’s dwelling place and he has made it holy; here we call on his name, for 

Scripture says: There you will find me. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
All: This is God’s dwelling place and he has made it holy; here we call on his name, for 

Scripture says: There you will find me. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
Making the Sign of the Cross: 
 
All:  +My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
  my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 
  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  
   
  From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
  the Almighty has done great things for me,  
  and holy is his Name. 
   
  He has mercy on those who fear him 
  in every generation.  
 
  He has shown the strength of his arm,  
  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 
  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
  and has lifted up the lowly.  
 
  He has filled the hungry with good things,  
  and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 
  He has come to the help of his servant Israel 
  for he remembered his promise of mercy,  
  the promise he made to our fathers,  
  to Abraham and his children forever. 
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All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
  and to the Holy Spirit. 
  As it was in the beginning,  
  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
All: This is God’s dwelling place and he has made it holy; here we call on his name, for 

Scripture says: There you will find me. (in Eastertime, add: alleluia) 
 
Intercessions (stand) 
 
Other intercessions may be added as appropriate for the community. 
 
Leader: As we await with longing the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us seek his mercy and 

pray for all those in need: 
 
Minister: For the Church, gathered in Synod: that by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit this journey 

will be marked by humble listening, courageous speech, and lively hope. Let us pray to 
the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

For ourselves, gathered here (in the parish/school of X, as part of X community, etc.), 
and for the People of God in the Diocese of Davenport: That this Synodal Process may 
lead us ever deeper into the communion of the Church, foster our participation in it, and 
equip us to go out on mission. Let us pray to the Lord: (Lord, hear our prayer.) 
 
For all civil and public authorities: That they may always seek the common good, acting 
with justice and integrity. Let us pray to the Lord: (Lord, hear our prayer.) 

 
For the sick, the lonely, the oppressed, and the suffering, especially in this time of 
pandemic: That they may never be discarded, but rather treasured and cared for as the 
face of Christ in a suffering world. Let us pray to the Lord: (Lord, hear our prayer.) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Leader:  We are made one in our baptism. And so we pray with one voice as Jesus taught us: 
All:  Our Father…. 
 
Concluding Rite (stand) 
 
Collect 
Leader:  O Lord, ruler and guardian of your Church, 

pour out, we pray, upon your servants 
a spirit of truth, understanding and peace, 
that they may strive with all their heart 
to know what is pleasing to you 
and then pursue it with all their strength. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

All:  Amen. 
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Blessing/Dismissal 
 
If the leader is ordained: 
 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Leader:  May almighty God bless you, 

the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. OR Go in peace.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

If the leader is a layperson: 
 
While making the sign of the cross on themselves: 
 
Leader:  May the Lord bless us, protects us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. OR Go in peace. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus 
 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,  
     as we gather together in Your name.  
With You alone to guide us,  
     make Yourself at home in our hearts;  
Teach us the way we must go  
     and how we are to pursue it.  
We are weak and sinful;  
     do not let us promote disorder.  
     Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path  
     nor partiality influence our actions.  
Let us find in You our unity  
     so that we may journey together to eternal life  
     and not stray from the way of truth  
     and what is right.  
All this we ask of You,  
     who are at work in every place and time,  
     in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
      forever and ever. Amen. 
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