
Stewardship Checklist—How Does Our Parish Measure Up? 
 
This checklist is intended for parishes interested in a serious assessment of their efforts to practice and promote 
stewardship as a way of life.  Responses will show things that the parish already does well, things that you might 
want to change or improve, and perhaps some new things to think about.   

Evaluation Legend—check the box that best fits the reality of your parish: 
5:  Got it mastered! 
4:  In place 
3:  Developing but room to grow/frequency may be an issue 
2:  Just beginning.  In the planning phase. 
1:  Thinking about it… 

 

A Welcoming Spirit 5 4 3 2 1 
Hospitality Ministers are present at every Mass      

Fellowship is provided regularly after Mass and at other parish events      

Registration for new parishioners is easily accessible      

New parishioners are offered some kind of orientation and official welcome      

A welcoming atmosphere helps both parishioners and visitors feel 
comfortable and valued 

     

Important days in people’s lives are celebrated by the parish (e.g., 
weddings, baptisms, anniversaries, etc.) 

     

Prayer & Spirituality 

This is a Christ-centered parish that provides the following opportunities for 
spiritual growth: 

     

Sunday liturgy      

Weekday liturgies      

Weekly sacrament of reconciliation      

Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA/RCIC)      

Scripture study      

Small groups for faith sharing      

Regular holy hour      

Stations of the Cross      

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament      

List other:      

The parish encourages prayer focused on asking for the grace to live as 
good stewards (prayer cards, prayer at meetings, Prayers of the Faithful, etc.) 

     

Lifelong Formation 

The message of the Gospel is spoken clearly in educational programs, 
liturgical services, and in our gatherings as people of faith 

     

Adult formation shows that a steward’s life is the Christian life lived to its 
fullness 

     

RCIA teaches stewardship as a way of life      

Stewardship is an integral part of the school and religious education 
curriculum  

     

Homilies regularly include stewardship themes      

Witness talks about stewardship are given at Mass by parishioners from all 
demographics and ethnicities 

     

  



Service & Sharing 5 4 3 2 1 

An annual renewal of time, talent & treasure takes place      

A ministry fair or other awareness activities are held      

The parish has a Ministry Guide that is updated annually      

Periodic workshops are offered so parishioners can clarify their talents and 
see how they can serve 

     

The parish issues an annual report that includes various aspects of 
stewardship 

     

The sharing of time, talent and treasure to charities outside the parish is 
recognized by the parish as an important part of stewardship 

     

The parish gives at least 5% of its ordinary income to charities outside of 
the parish (in addition to special collections) 

     

All parishioners are sent offertory envelopes on a regular basis, unless they 
request otherwise 

     

Electronic giving is encouraged and made easily available      

Commitment reminder letters are sent to those who pledge to the parish      

Financial contributors are thanked on a regular basis      

Volunteers are thanked, shown appreciation and recognized      

Planned giving to the parish is promoted regularly      

Communication 

The weekly bulletin includes a stewardship column or note      

The parish newsletter regularly contains information about stewardship as 
a way of life 

     

The parish utilizes social media and electronic messaging to engage all 
parish members 

     

The parish website refers to various aspects of stewardship ministry      

Leadership & Organization 

The parish mission statement indicates a mature understanding of 
stewardship 

     

Parish leaders demonstrate a public commitment to stewardship      

The parish is actively engaged in planning and includes fostering 
stewardship as a way of life as a vital part of its plan 

     

Parish committees and ministries represent the makeup of the parish      

Parish programs and activities welcome new members, new leaders and 
new ideas 

     

The parish has a stewardship committee that meets regularly      

Parish stewardship goals, objectives and evaluation methods are set by the 
stewardship committee in concert with the pastoral council and the pastor 

     

Parish leaders read materials about stewardship on a regular basis and 
attend diocesan/regional events for ongoing formation 

     

 
After completing the checklist, use it to determine your top priorities for future action.  Members of the 
Diocesan Stewardship Commission are available to share ideas and help with your efforts to infuse stewardship 
into all aspects of parish life.  For assistance, please contact: 

Michael Hoffman, Director of Stewardship 
Diocese of Davenport  ●  780 W. Central Park Ave.  ●  Davenport, Iowa  52804-1901 

Phone: 563-888-4252  ●  Email: hoffman@davenportdiocese.org 


