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§IV-249 POLICIES FOR THE USE OF THE PRE-CONCILIAR LITURGICAL RITES  

IN THE DIOCESE OF DAVENPORT 

 

REPLACING: 

POLICIES IMPLEMENTING SUMMORUM PONTIFICUM IN THE DIOCESE OF DAVENPORT 
 

Introduction 

 
In the 1980s, Pope John Paul II established a way to allow priests with special permission to celebrate Mass and the 

other sacraments using the rites that were in use before Vatican II (the 1962 Missal, also called the Missal of John XXIII 

or the Tridentine Mass). On September 14, 2007, Pope Benedict XVI loosened the restrictions on the use of the 1962 

Missal, such that the special permission of the Bishop was no longer required. This action was taken because, as 

universal shepherd, His Holiness had a heart for the unity of the Church, and saw the option of allowing a more generous 

use of the Mass of 1962 as a way to foster that unity and heal any breaches that may have occurred after Vatican II. At 

the time, the Pope was also quite clear that the Mass of 1962 was not to replace the Mass we celebrate today, which 

remained the ordinary and usual form of the liturgy. The 1962 Mass is seen as “extraordinary”—that is, an exceptional, 

form of the Mass. This also meant that any person or community that wished to make use of the provisions in the Apostolic 

Letter had to accept the validity of the Vatican II Mass—since the issue foremost in the Pope’s mind was the communion 

of the Church.  

 

The Pope’s Apostolic Letter did not give priests blanket permission to celebrate Mass and the sacraments according to 

the 1962 Missal under any circumstance desired.  

 The priest had to know how to celebrate the Mass using that Missal, including being able to pronounce the Latin 

correctly. If not, he would not be considered “qualified” (idoneus) to celebrate the Mass using the 1962 Missal. 

Those priests not qualified (SP Art. 5.4; UE Art 20) for this or other reasons were to be considered “impeded” 

according to the law (CIC 900.2).  

 While celebration of the Mass according to the Missal of 1962 could take place on weekdays, it could take place 

only once on a Sunday or feast day (SP Art 5.2). 

 The liturgical calendar in use in 1962 had to be used. The readings had to come from an approved Lectionary. All 

those who were to minister in the liturgy—deacon, reader, servers, choir, cantor—had to be properly trained.   

 A “stable” (in Latin, “stabliter existit”) community “of faithful who adhere to the earlier liturgical tradition” had 

to exist at the parish where Mass according to the 1962 Missal will be celebrated (Art. 5, § 1). 

 

Most importantly, the Holy Father made it clear that the Bishop of the diocese remained the “moderator of the liturgy” in 

his diocese, with the responsibility to ensure that the Apostolic Letter was appropriately implemented and that the 

celebration of the Eucharist was made available to as many people as possible under the ordinary form (see 20Q #10). 

 

The promulgation of the Pope’s Apostolic Letter raised numerous practical and canonical questions that were forwarded 

via the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops to Rome for resolution. Therefore, the Diocese published interim 

policies in 2007 to guide the implementation of Summorum Pontificum in our communities. With the publication of the 

Instruction, Universae Ecclesiae, updated policies were promulgated in 2012. 

 

Universae Ecclesiae respected the distinction between rubrics (24) and disciplinary laws concerning the liturgy (27-28). 

Therefore, ecclesiastical laws promulgated since 1962 remained in effect unless they were incompatible with the rubrics 

(strictly defined) of the 1962 books. There are a number of situations that the 1962 books simply did not foresee; in those 

cases, the later laws also applied. 

 

On January 17, 2019, Pope Francis suppressed the Pontifical Commission “Ecclesia Dei” and transferred its matters of 

concern to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 
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On July 16, 2021, Pope Francis issued his own Apostolic Letter Motu Proprio, Traditionis custodes, as well as an 

accompanying letter to guide its pastoral application – much as his predecessor had done. The most important aspect of 

the Motu Proprio is that it establishes exclusive competency regarding the regulation of the use of the Roman liturgy prior 

to 1970 to the diocesan Bishop, a responsibility to be exercised in accord with the guidelines of the Apostolic See (TC 2). 

The Holy Father’s Letter accompanying the Motu Proprio is an example of such guidance (cf. TCL). 

 

Relevant to life in this diocese, in regards to groups that celebrate the pre-conciliar liturgy, the Bishop is to: 

 Determine that these groups do not deny the validity or legitimacy of the liturgical reform (TC 3.1) 

 Designate the location(s) where the faithful adherents of these groups may gather for the eucharistic celebration, 

not however in parochial churches and without the erection of new personal parishes (TC 3.2).  

 Establish the days when the Roman Missal of 1962 may be used at these sites (TC 3.3) 

o “In these celebrations the readings are proclaimed in the vernacular language, using translations of the 

Sacred Scripture approved for liturgical use by the respective Episcopal Conferences.” 

 Appoint a priest to serve as his delegate, entrusting him “with these celebrations and the pastoral care of these 

groups of the faithful” (TC 3.4) 

 

“Priests who already celebrate according to the Missale Romanum of 1962 should request from the diocesan Bishop the 

authorization to continue to enjoy this faculty” (TC 5). Priests ordained after the publication of the present Motu Proprio, 

who wish to celebrate using the Missale Romanum of 1962, should submit a formal request to the diocesan Bishop who 

shall consult the Apostolic See before granting this authorization” (TC 4; cf. RaD). 

 

Pope Francis also reminded the Church that the liturgical books promulgated after the Second Vatican Council are the 

ordinary (SP 1) and unique (TC 1) expression of the Church’s law of prayer (lex orandi). Thus, the Roman Missal of 

1970, now in its third edition, is to be the common form of celebrating Mass in parishes—in keeping with the teaching of 

the Fathers of Vatican II (cf. Sacrosanctum concilium; TCL). If the primary aim of the Holy Father is to promote ecclesial 

communion, the instrument of that unity is the reformed liturgy—the “irreversible” direction set by the Council (RaD).    

 

The Holy Father’s intervention, taken after consultation with the world’s Bishops and the Congregation for the Doctrine 

of the Faith, was prompted by a desire “to press on ever more in the constant search for ecclesial communion” (TC). In 

his Letter, Pope Francis laments: 

 

Regrettably, the pastoral objective of my Predecessors, who had intended “to do everything possible to 

ensure that all those who truly possessed the desire for unity would find it possible to remain in this unity 

or to rediscover it anew”, has often been seriously disregarded. An opportunity offered by St. John Paul 

II and, with even greater magnanimity, by Benedict XVI, intended to recover the unity of an ecclesial 

body with diverse liturgical sensibilities, was exploited to widen the gaps, reinforce the divergences, and 

encourage disagreements that injure the Church, block her path, and expose her to the peril of division. 

 

In addition, he notes that: 

 

….ever more plain in the words and attitudes of many is the close connection between the choice of 

celebrations according to the liturgical books prior to Vatican Council II and the rejection of the Church 

and her institutions in the name of what is called the “true Church.” One is dealing here with 

comportment that contradicts communion and nurtures the divisive tendency…. 

 

Therefore, he took “the firm decision to abrogate all the norms, instructions, permissions and customs that precede the 

present Motu Proprio, and declare that the liturgical books promulgated by the saintly Pontiffs Paul VI and John Paul II, 

in conformity with the decrees of Vatican Council II, constitute the unique expression of the lex orandi of the Roman Rite” 

(TCL; cf. TC 1).  

 

The Pope instructs the Bishops that, in applying the Apostolic Letter, they are to keep two principles in mind. First, the 

Bishops are to “provide for the good” of those individuals and communities that celebrate the pre-conciliar Mass. At the 
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same time, they are to work for the day when these individual and communities “return in due time to the Roman Rite 

promulgated by Saints Paul VI and John Paul II” (TCL). To that end, new personal parishes are not to be established and 

“[s]eminarians and new priests should be formed in the faithful observance of the prescriptions of the Missal and 

liturgical books, in which is reflected the liturgical reform willed by Vatican Council II” (TCL). 

 

The promulgation of Traditionis custodes was followed by the publication of Responsa ad dubia by the Congregation for 

Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments on December 4, 2021 – notably the 58th anniversary of the 

promulgation of the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium. 

 

It is with the end of ecclesial communion cum Petro et sub Petro in mind that these new Policies implementing Summorum 

Pontificum (as informed by Universae Ecclesiae and other subsequent documents) and Traditionis custodes (as informed 

by the Responsa ad dubia) are promulgated. 

 

A note on terminology: 

 The terms “ordinary” and “extraordinary” forms of the Roman Rite are no longer preferred, and were not used by 

the Holy Father in Traditionis custodes. Therefore, in the Diocese of Davenport and in the policies that follow, the 

following terminology will be used for the sake of clarity: 

 In regards to what had been termed the “extraordinary” form of the liturgy, the terms “pre-conciliar” or “pre-

1970” liturgy or rites will be used, or reference will be made to a specific book (such as the 1962 Roman Missal). 

 The terms, “Latin Mass” or “Traditional Latin Mass” will not be used. First, other forms of the liturgy may be 

celebrated in Latin. Second, the Tradition includes the Missals subsequent to 1962.  

 In regards to what had been termed the “ordinary” form of the liturgy, the terms “post-conciliar” or “Vatican II” 

liturgy or rites will be used, or reference will be made to a specific book (such as the 2010 Roman Missal). 

 

Abbreviations/Conventions/Resources used: 

1962 Missal The Missal promulgated by Pope Saint John XXIII in 1962. Also known as the “Tridentine Mass” 

or the Missal of John XXIII. The Pre-Conciliar Mass or Liturgy. 

1970 Missal The Missal promulgated by Pope Saint Paul VI in 1970 and subsequently revised by Pope Saint 

John Paul II in 1985 and 2001. Also known as the “Vatican II Mass” or the Missal of Paul VI or 

even the Missal of John Paul II. The Post-Conciliar Mass or Liturgy. 

9Q “Nine Questions on the Ordinary and Extraordinary Forms of the Missale Romanum” (USCCB 

Secretariat for the Liturgy, 2007; see the May/June 2007 BCL NewsLetter) 

20Q “Twenty Questions on the Apostolic Letter Summorum Pontificum” (USCCB Secretariat for the 

Liturgy, 2007, revised; see the May/June 2007 BCL NewsLetter) 

c. / cc.  canon(s) 

CDWDS  Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 

CIC  Codex Iuris Canonici (Code of Canon Law, 1983) 

CS   Decree, Cum sanctissima (CDF, 2020) 

GIRM  General Instruction of the Roman Missal, editio typica tertia, 2002 (retranslated, 2011) 

Letter  Letter of Pope Benedict XVI accompanying Summorum Pontificum 

QMA Decree, Quo magis altera (CDF, 2020) 

RaD Responsa ad dubia of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 

on some provisions of the Apostolic Letter issued Motu Proprio Traditionis Custodes of the 

Supreme Pontiff Francis (December 4, 2021) 

RS Redemptionis sacramentum (Instruction on the Eucharist, Congregation for Divine Worship and 

the Discipline of the Sacraments, 2004) 

SC   Sacrosanctum concilium (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Vatican II, 1963) 

SP   Summorum Pontificum (Apostolic Letter motu proprio, Pope Benedict XVI, 2007) 

TC   Traditionis custodes (Apostolic Letter motu proprio, Pope Francis, 2021) 

TCL  Letter accompanying Traditionis custodes (Pope Francis, 2021) 

UE   Universae Ecclesiae (Instruction implementing Summorum Pontificum, 2011) 
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§IV-249.1 The Role of the Bishop 

 
Pope Francis states that, “It belongs to the diocesan Bishop, as moderator, promoter, and guardian of the whole 

liturgical life of the particular Church entrusted to him, [SC 4] to regulate the liturgical celebrations of his diocese [CIC 

cc.375, §1, 392]. Therefore, it is his exclusive competence to authorize the use of the 1962 Roman Missal in his diocese, 

according to the guidelines of the Apostolic See. The Bishop is charged with overseeing and regulating all aspects of the 

liturgical life of the diocesan Church, and assigning ministries according to need and to the well-being of the flock in his 

charge (RS 19, 160; CIC c.838, §4).  

 

Procedures 

1. Without the permission of the diocesan Bishop, a priest may not celebrate the Roman Missal of 1962 in a public 

manner (e.g. publicly advertising the date and time of the celebration, or making it known to others in some other 

way) (TC 4, 5). The use of the 1962 Missal must come at the request of a stable (“stabiliter existens” – meaning 

that the group has had some history of adhering to the former liturgical tradition) group of the faithful who adhere 

to the older usage (SP 5, §1; UE 15; cf. TC 3).  

2. The diocesan Bishop is to designate the locations and times at which Mass according to the Roman Missal of 

1962 may be celebrated (TC 3, §2; 3, §3). 

3. The diocesan Bishop is to appoint a priest delegate, and entrust him “with these celebrations and with the pastoral 

care of these groups of the faithful” (TC 3, §4). In what follows, this individual is referred to as the “Delegate.” 

 

§IV-249.2 Faculties and Permissions 
  
Only those priests, deacons, and instituted ministers who are “qualified” (“idoneus” – see Introduction above) may 

celebrate or minister at the Mass and other rites according to the pre-conciliar usage (SP 5, §4; UE 20; 20Q #7; RaD).  

 

Procedures 

1. The priest who celebrates the Mass according to the Roman Missal of 1962 must be “qualified to do so and not 

juridically impeded” (SP 5, §4). In other words, the priest must be able to competently celebrate the liturgy (be 

able to sufficiently understand the Latin and the rubrics of the rite being celebrated), adhere to the Church and 

Church Teaching, and be free of any irregularity or censure to exercise sacramental ministry. 

2. Faculty: 

a. Every Catholic priest who is not impeded by Canon Law [c. 900, §2] is to be considered “qualified” to 

celebrate the extraordinary form of the Mass (UE 20a). 

b. Regarding the use of Latin: priests should be able to pronounce the words correctly and understand their 

meaning (UE 20b). 

c. Regarding knowledge of how to execute the Rite: qualification is presumed if priests spontaneously 

present themselves to celebrate the Rite and have done so previously (UE 20c). 

 

IV-249.2 Policy 

In order to celebrate Mass according to the Roman Missal of 1962 publicly, the permission of the diocesan Bishop is 

required (TC 4 & 5; see above). The faculty may be granted ad tempus, that is, for a specific period of time (RaD).  

 

 

 

IV-249.1 Policy 

As the “moderator, promoter, and guardian of the whole liturgical life of the particular Church entrusted to him” (TC 

2), the Bishop of Davenport is responsible for overseeing and regulating the use of the pre-conciliar liturgy and rites in 

his diocese, including the proper implementation of Summorum Pontificum, Universae Ecclesiae, and Traditionis 

custodes. As such, he may promulgate appropriate norms to be followed.  

 

In what immediately follows, the focus will be in the use of the 1962 Roman Missal. The celebration of the sacraments 

and other rites in accord with the pre-conciliar liturgical books will be addressed in §IV-249.6. 



§IV-249 Policies for the Use of the Pre-Conciliar Liturgical Rites in the Diocese of Davenport 

5 

3. Permission: 

a. A priest who already celebrates according to the Roman Missal of 1962 and wishes to continue to use this 

faculty must submit a request for the permission to do so in writing to the diocesan Bishop (TC 5). 

b. “Priests ordained after the publication of the present Motu Proprio, who wish to celebrate using the 

Roman Missal of 1962, should submit a formal request to the diocesan Bishop who shall consult the 

Apostolic See before granting this authorization” (TC 4, RaD). 

c. If a priest who has been granted the use of the Missale Romanum of 1962 does not recognize the validity 

and legitimacy of concelebration – refusing to concelebrate, in particular, at the Chrism Mass – he can no 

longer continue to benefit from this concession (RaD). 

d. The faculty granted by the diocesan Bishop to celebrate using the Missale Romanum of 1962 only applies 

to the territory of his own diocese (RaD). 

e. If the authorized priest is absent or unable to attend, the priest replacing him must also have formal 

authorization from the Bishop (RaD). 

f. The same requirements and restrictions apply to deacons and instituted ministers (RaD). 

4. Regarding bination or trination (RaD): 

a. A priest may not celebrate the Mass according to the Roman Missal of 1962 more than once per day, 

publically or privately. 

b. Bination on a weekday involving the Roman Missal of 1962 is not permitted. 

c. On a Sunday, a priest may binate or trinate, in accord with c.905 and diocesan faculties, but only one of 

those Masses may be celebrated according to the 1962 Missal.  

d. It may be that in some rare circumstances there is a just cause for which the Bishop may dispense from 

this law and grant a priest the favor of celebrating the pre-conciliar Mass twice on a Sunday. 

 

§IV-249.3 Locations where the Pre-Conciliar Liturgy may be Celebrated 

 
According to TC Article 3, §2, the diocesan Bishop is to “is to designate one or more locations where the faithful 

adherents of these groups may gather for the eucharistic celebration (not however in the parochial churches and without 

the erection of new personal parishes).” “The exclusion of the parish church is intended to affirm that the celebration of 

the Eucharist according to the previous rite, being a concession limited to these groups, is not part of the ordinary life of 

the parish community” (RaD). While it is within the competence of the CDWDS to grant dispensations from this 

requirement, the diocesan Bishop, in accord with the provisions of canon law, may also do so (cc. 85; 87, §1; 381, §1). 

Such a dispensation (a “wounding” of the law) is not granted lightly, but for the spiritual good of the faithful. 

Procedures 

1. Pastors, and the Delegate, are to ensure that the good of those faithful requesting the use of the Missal 

“harmonizes with the ordinary pastoral care of the parish” while “avoiding discord and favoring the unity of the 

whole Church” (SP 5, § 1; see also UE 8c). 
a. The celebration of the Mass according to the 1962 Missal should not be included in the parish Mass 

schedule and should not be held at the same time as the pastoral activities of the parish community (RaD). 

2. Pastors, and the Delegate, are to ensure that the groups who adhere to the Roman Missal of 1962 “do not deny the 

validity and the legitimacy of the liturgical reform, dictated by Vatican Council II and the Magisterium of the 

Supreme Pontiffs” (TC 3.1). If this is not the case, the pastor, Delegate, or other priest celebrating according to 

IV-249.3.1 Policy 

In accord with TC 3, §2, the Bishop is to designate by Decree the locations where the pre-conciliar rites may be 

celebrated by established groups of the faithful. In so doing, and in accord with canon 87, §1 of the CIC, the 

requirement that the Roman Missal of 1962 not be celebrated in a parochial church is dispensed, keeping in mind the 

cautions expressed in the Responsa ad dubia of December 4, 2021.  

 

 IV-249.3.2 Policy 

In the Diocese of Davenport, no (new) personal parishes shall be erected for the celebration of the pre-conciliar 

liturgy (TC 3, §2, §6). 
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the 1962 Missal must correct the error of those who claim otherwise (see UE 19). 

3. The parishes at which the pre-conciliar Mass is celebrated must: 

a. Provide on Sundays a full schedule of Masses celebrated in the vernacular using the post-conciliar 

liturgical books sufficient to meet the needs of the community, and 

b. Provide on those weekdays on which the pre-conciliar Mass is celebrated at least one Mass in the 

vernacular celebrated according to the post-conciliar books.  

4. The requirements for celebrating the Mass as detailed in §IV-249.4 through §IV-249.5 are to be followed. 

 

§IV-249.4 The Calendar and Times when the Pre-Conciliar Liturgy and Rites may be Celebrated 

 
According to TC Article 3, §3, the diocesan Bishop is to “establish at the designated locations the days on which 

eucharistic celebrations are permitted using” the 1962 Roman Missal. Celebration according to this Missal may take 

place on weekdays, while on Sundays and feast days only one such Mass may be celebrated (SP 5, §2). It cannot replace 

the celebration of the Mass according to the 2010 Missal for the wider community. 

 

Procedures 

1. The calendar of 1962 is used.  

a. The feast days of Saints canonized since 1962 may be celebrated in accord with the Decree, Cum 

sanctissima (CDF, 2020).  

2. Holy Days of Obligation are held in common. Therefore, for those feasts which are transferred to or celebrated on 

Sunday in the Dubuque Province (such as Epiphany, Ascension, Corpus Christi), when the Mass is celebrated 

using the 1962 Roman Missal: 

a. The Mass of the feast (“external solemnity”) is to be celebrated on the Sunday assigned in the proper 

calendar of the diocese. 

b. Each local community, depending on the availability of a priest, may, in addition, celebrate the feast on 

the day assigned on the 1962 calendar. But the obligation to assist at Mass on that day is dispensed. 

 

§IV-249.5 Requirements for the Celebration of Mass  
 

The Mass according to the 1962 Missal has its own structure and logic. The rubrics of the 1962 and 2010 Missals are not 

to be combined in any way.  At the same time, it is important to note that there is a distinction between the rubrics of the 

1962 Missal (and the 1965 Rites listed below intended for use with the 1962 Missal) and liturgical laws that govern 

matters of external discipline. Many of the laws in this latter category that were in force in 1962 have since been 

abrogated or modified. The faithful may choose to observe the former, more rigorous disciplines, but cannot be required 

to do so. The full, conscious, and active participation of the faithful, as called for by the Second Vatican Council, remains 

normative. 

IV-249.4.2 Policy 

The Paschal Triduum is the heart and high point of the liturgical year. The tradition of the Church is that, barring 

exceptional circumstances, only a single liturgy is celebrated at a parish on each day of the Triduum—so important it 

is for the entire community to gather together for this singular feast. In considering whether or not the Triduum may 

be celebrated according to the Roman Missal of 1962, the requirement that such celebrations must be in harmony with 

the ordinary pastoral care of the parish must be kept in mind (SP 5, §1). Therefore, in the Diocese of Davenport, the 

Paschal Triduum and Easter Sunday are to be celebrated using only the post-conciliar liturgical books currently in 

force. The intention of this requirement is to foster and make manifest the unity of this local Church, as well as to 

provide all Catholics in the Diocese an opportunity to offer a concrete manifestation of the acceptance of the teaching 

of the Second Vatican Council and its liturgical books. These celebrations are always in the vernacular.  

IV-249.4.1 Policy 

The Bishop is to determine and announce by Decree the days on which the pre-conciliar liturgy may be celebrated in 

those locations established in accord with Policy IV-249.3.1. 
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IV-249.5 Policy 

1. The 1962 Missal must be used as it is; the celebrant must know the pertinent rubrics and is obliged to follow 

them correctly. There is to be no combining of the rites and texts of the pre- and post-conciliar liturgies 

(Ecclesia Dei, 1991; UE 24). 

a. With the Decree Quo magis altera (CDF, 2020) 7 new Prefaces for the Eucharistic Prayer were 

approved for use when the pre-conciliar liturgy is celebrated. These are “to be used for particular 

occasions such as feasts of Saints, votive Masses or ad hoc celebrations, without making any changes 

to the celebration of the temporal cycle,” in accordance with the relevant rubrics. 

b. The Prefaces are available on-line at: 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20200222_

decreto-quo-magis_la.html#ADNEXUS_DECRETO_DIEI_XXII_FEBRUARII_MMXX    

2. Celebrations may take place in the afternoon; the current discipline of fasting for one hour before communion 

(rather than the previous discipline of fasting for three hours) is to be observed (c. 919). 

3. Presuming that all priests desiring to do so are “qualified” (idoneus) as explained above, concelebration may 

take place according to the rubrics of the 1965 Rite of Concelebration at Mass.  

a. Current discipline regarding concelebration is found chiefly in c.902 and GIRM 199-203.  

b. “Where it happens that some of the Priests who are present do not know the language of the 

celebration and therefore are not capable of pronouncing the parts of the Eucharistic Prayer proper to 

them, they should not concelebrate, but instead should attend the celebration in choral dress [N.B.  

wearing cassock, surplice, and biretta] in accordance with the norms” (RS 113).   

4. Current discipline regarding distribution of Communion under both species is found in c. 925 and GIRM 281-

283. Therefore:  

a. Communion may be distributed under both species according to the rubrics of the 1965 Rite of 

Communion Under Both Kinds.  

b. If a person can receive Communion only from the chalice (e.g., he or she suffers from celiac sprue 

disease and can ingest no gluten), then they have the right to receive Communion from the chalice 

only (cc. 213; 843, §1; and 920, §1). 

c. Communion may be distributed in the hand and the faithful may receive Communion standing (see 

RS 91). Anyone who presents themselves for Communion standing or requests Communion on the 

hand is not to be denied.  

d. Properly prepared and commissioned Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (c. 910), men or 

women, may be utilized if necessary.  

5. Any deacon may exercise his liturgical ministry under the 1962 Missal, provided that, like the priest, he is 

competent in the rubrics and language (see §IV-249.2 above). 

a. There is no provision for a deacon at a low or sung Mass in the 1962 Missal; it is not permitted to 

fabricate a role for the deacon at these rites. 

b. There is a role for a deacon (and subdeacon) at a solemn high Mass. A priest may serve in this role, 

vested as a deacon. 

c. A priest or deacon, vested as a subdeacon, would serve in the ministry of subdeacon at a solemn high 

Mass; an instituted acolyte may also serve in this capacity—but wears only an alb (and not the tunic). 

6. Lay persons (male or female) may exercise the ministries of server and reader, if competent to do so. The 

issues of female altar servers and lay readers are disciplinary matters (c.230); therefore UE 27 applies. 

7. The rubrics of the 1962 Missal assume the universal availability of numerous liturgical items. Those which 

affect the essence of the celebration are required if the 1962 Missal is to be used. See Procedures below. 

8. The Lectionary of the 1962 Missal is to be followed. The readings are always proclaimed in the vernacular.   

a. The readings may be proclaimed in Latin followed by the vernacular, or in Low Masses, solely in the 

vernacular (UE 26), but never in Latin alone (TC 3, §3). A vernacular translation of the readings 

approved for liturgical by the Episcopal Conference must be used (TC 3, §3). 

9. The faithful should be able to pray their parts in Latin and sing at least the more basic Gregorian chants). 

 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20200222_decreto-quo-magis_la.html#ADNEXUS_DECRETO_DIEI_XXII_FEBRUARII_MMXX
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20200222_decreto-quo-magis_la.html#ADNEXUS_DECRETO_DIEI_XXII_FEBRUARII_MMXX
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Procedures 

1. Those celebrating the Mass according to the 1962 Missal should attempt insofar as is possible to meet the 

liturgical requirement for celebrating the Mass according to that Missal.  

2. If any of the requirements cannot be followed, the priest is to contact the Delegate. In consultation with the 

Bishop and the Director of Liturgy, the Delegate will determine whether the omission of said requirements could 

be tolerated “in accordance with sound principles including fidelity to tradition and openness to sound 

development” (The Ceremonies of the Roman Rite Described, p. 20). While allowances may be made for the less 

visible items, those items which are visible and the absence of which would be distracting to the faithful (for 

example, candle sticks, altar crucifix, bells, proper vestments, etc.) must be restored. Those items which do not 

affect the essence of the celebration (for example, the maniple and burse) may be omitted out of physical 

impossibility. 

3. Regarding the vernacular translation to be used (see IV-249.5 #8), the only translation of the Bible approved for 

liturgical use in the United States is the (modified) New American Bible. However, it does not exist in a 

lectionary form in accord with the 1962 Missal. In addition, the USCCB’s Committee on Canonical Affairs and 

Church Governance is looking into this question. Therefore, until more specific guidance is received, the 

following vernacular translations may be used: 

a. The assigned periscopes taken directly from the New American Bible, Revised Edition (RaD). 

b. The readings found in the 1965 Roman Missal (the solution used in other dioceses) 

c. The same readings as found in the current edition of the Lectionary (as applicable), especially for Masses 

commemorating Saints added after 1962 (see §IV-249.4), 

d. The readings as found in any Latin/English hand-missal from 1962. 

4. The homily is to reflect the norms and directions for preaching indicated by the Council and post conciliar 

documents. 

 

§IV-249.6 The Celebration of the other Sacraments and Rites 

 
In addition to allowing the celebration of Mass according to the 1962 Missal, Pope Benedict XVI granted pastors the 

right to allow for the use of other rites according to the 1962 Missal if so requested by the faithful. These permissions 

have been modified by the CDWDS, with the approval of Pope Francis.  

 

First, there is no longer blanket permission to use the other pre-conciliar rites. As the CDWDS stated in the RaD: 

 

This Congregation, exercising the authority of the Holy See in matters within its competence (cf. 

Traditionis custodes, n. 7), affirms that, in order to make progress in the direction indicated by the Motu 

Proprio, it should not grant permission to use the Rituale Romanum and the Pontificale Romanum which 

predate the liturgical reform, these are liturgical books which, like all previous norms, instructions, 

concessions and customs, have been abrogated (cf. Traditionis custodes, n. 8). 

 

Second, under very specific conditions, the diocesan Bishop may permit the celebration of certain rites (RaD; underlining 

added): 

 

The diocesan Bishop is authorized to grant permission to use only the Rituale Romanum (last editio 

typica 1952) and not the Pontificale Romanum which predate the liturgical reform of the Second Vatican 

Council. He may grant this permission only to those canonically erected personal parishes which, 

according to the provisions of the Motu Proprio Traditionis custodes, celebrate using the Missale 

Romanum of 1962. 
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Procedures 

1. Given that there are no canonically erected personal parishes in the Diocese of Davenport, the rites contained in 

the pre-conciliar Rituale Romanum may not be celebrated publicly or privately. 

2. For those adults seeking baptism or full communion with the Catholic Church, the Rite (Order) of Christian 

Initiation of Adults (RCIA/OCIA) is to be used. 

3. Without prejudice to emergency situations foreseen by universal law allowing for extra-parochial celebration of 

the sacraments in exceptional circumstances, the sacraments are normally to be celebrated in the parish of the 

individual or family. If the sacraments are to be celebrated outside the parish of an individual, or by an individual 

other than the proper pastor, then the written consent of the proper pastor or an Ordinary of the individual or 

family must be obtained since the proper pastor has the right to administer the sacraments to his parishioners (cf. 

CIC c.530; 1003, §2, etc.). 

4. The Bishop will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation using the post-conciliar rite. Members of groups that 

celebrate the pre-conciliar liturgy ought to be Confirmed as part of the usual parish celebration of that Sacrament.  

5. All requirements which the parish and diocese have in place regarding sacramental preparation for the requested 

sacrament must be fulfilled. 

6. All records of the sacramental celebration are to be entered and maintained in the parish where the sacrament was 

celebrated. 

7. “In implementing these provisions, care should be taken to accompany all those rooted in the previous form of 

celebration towards a full understanding of the value of the celebration in the ritual form given to us by the reform 

of the Second Vatican Council. This should take place through an appropriate formation that makes it possible to 

discover how the reformed liturgy is the witness to an unchanged faith, the expression of a renewed ecclesiology, 

and the primary source of spirituality for Christian life.” (RaD) 

 

§IV-249.7 Other Matters 

 
The Holy Father is concerned with  fostering ecclesial unity grounded in the “[t]he liturgical books promulgated by Saint 

Paul VI and Saint John Paul II, in conformity with the decrees of Vatican Council II,” which he calls the “unique 

expression of the lex orandi of the Roman Rite” (TC 1). He holds that those currently “rooted in the previous form of 

celebration…need to return in due time to the Roman Rite promulgated by Saints Paul VI and John Paul II” (TCL). 

 

 

IV-249.7.1 Policy 

The Delegate, Pastors, and other priests are to ensure that members of those groups who celebrate the pre-conciliar 

liturgical rites are to participate in normal parish life, including but not limited to governance structures (such as 

councils and committees), formation programs, works of charity and justice, and social life.  

 

 

IV-249.6.1 Policy 

According to the CDWDS (RaD), “[a]fter discernment the diocesan Bishop is authorized to grant permission to use 

only the Rituale Romanum (last editio typica 1952) and not the Pontificale Romanum which predate the liturgical 

reform of the Second Vatican Council. This permission is to be granted only to canonically erected personal parishes 

which, according to the provisions of the Motu Proprio Traditionis custodes, celebrate with the Missale Romanum of 

1962. 

 

 
IV-249.6.2 Policy 

The Bishop reserves the celebration of Confirmation of those of usual Confirmation age in the Diocese of Davenport 

to himself. “It should be remembered that the formula for the Sacrament of Confirmation was changed for the entire 

Latin Church by Saint Paul VI with the Apostolic Constitution Divinæ consortium naturæ (15 August 1971) (RaD). 

Therefore, the pre-conciliar rite may not be used.  
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Procedures 

1. Only formation material approved for use in the Diocese of Davenport may be used. 

2. If parishes wish to use other materials, approval must be obtained from the diocesan Bishop. 
3. All liturgies using the post-Conciliar books are to be celebrated versus populum, even if celebrated in Latin.  

IV-249.7.2 Policy 

While parishes may make the community aware of the times and places when the pre-conciliar liturgy is being 

celebrated, though not as part of the parish Mass schedule, they are not to promote (see RaD) the pre-conciliar liturgy 

or present it as superior to the post-conciliar liturgy or as a more faithful expression of the tradition of the Church, 

refer to the post-conciliar liturgy as in any way invalid or defective, or present the teachings of Vatican II and their 

implementation by subsequent Pontiffs as illegitimate or in error.  

 


