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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

Church of the Visitation Catholic Church
Camanche, IowaThe parish share

What a history we have at Church of the Visitation! 
Our past dates to 1966, when Camanche Catholics first 
petitioned the bishop for our own church. Masses in 
those early years were celebrated at Garner Hall while 
plans to build our church began to take shape. Nearly 
all of the work to build our church, rectory and garage 
was completed by parishioners, who dedicated their time 
and talents in the evenings and weekends. After years of 
effort, the first Mass at the Church of the Visitation was 
celebrated in August 1969. Since that time, parishioners 
have continued to do what’s necessary for our parish, 
including constructing an addition to the church and later 
adding our Parish Hall.  

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built and left 
us inspires us to leave for the next generation a parish 
community for which they can feel equally blessed. 

Today, this inspiration moves us to meet the challenges we 
face in maintaining and improving our spiritual home. The 
Upon This Rock Campaign gives us an avenue to honor our 
past while brightening the future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable us to 
maximize the positive effects of our fundraising:
•  First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up to our goal, 

which is $220,000.  
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise beyond 

$220,000.  
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for the 

campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of 
Davenport is paying those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests and seminarians 
while also undertaking important parish projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $220,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $132,000
•  For seminarians’ education: $44,000
• For parish projects: $44,000

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECT
Enhance church sound system: Funds from the campaign 
can be utilized to improve our church’s sound system. 
Enhancing our sound system will allow parishioners and 
visitors to better hear the word of God! 

Cover the church entryway: A goal of the parish for 
many years has been to cover our entryway. Currently 
the elements can make entering our church difficult. A 
covered entryway will be safer and more convenient for 
parishioners and visitors alike. Campaign funds will 
contribute much needed “seed” money to get this project 
off to a good start! 

“The Upon This Rock Campaign is 
a good opportunity for our diocese 

to provide for our future. For myself 
and my brother priests, who have 

served our diocese tirelessly; for our 
seminarians, the future priests that 

will serve our diocese; and to respond 
to the needs of our own parish. Let us 

respond generously.”

Fr. Apo Mpanda,    
Pastor of Church of the Visitation
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