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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

Our Lady of the River Church
LeClaire, IowaThe parish share

What a history we have at Our Lady of the River! In 
1969 St. James Mission in Princeton, Iowa merged 
with St. Henry Mission in LeClaire, Iowa to form 
Our Lady of the River Church. Father Anthony 
Conrad was it’s first pastor. A new parish center was 
then built in 1973 between LeClaire and Princeton. 
When the new church was dedicated in 1980 by 
Bishop Gerald O’Keefe, Father James Conroy stated 
“The cornerstone (of our church) Jesus, expresses 
the real purpose and meaning of Our Lady of the 
River Church. Our lives, like this church, must be 
built on Jesus.”

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built and 
left us inspires us to leave for the next generation a 
parish community for which they can feel equally 
blessed. 

Today, this inspiration moves us to meet the 
challenges we face in maintaining and improving 
our spiritual home. The Upon This Rock Campaign 
gives us an avenue to honor our past while 
brightening the future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable us to 
maximize the positive effects of our fundraising:
•  First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up to 

our goal, which is $382,000.  
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $382,000.  
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Davenport is paying those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests and 
seminarians while also undertaking important 
parish projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $382,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $229,200
•  For seminarians’ education: $76,400
• For parish projects: $76,400

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECT
Replace church sound system
Our sound system is extremely outdated and in 
need of replacement. It crackles noticeably! Hearing 
the Word of God proclaimed and our music are 
essential to participation in Mass. 

General church maintenance
Campaign funds will also be utilized for future 
parish expenses and general-purpose parish 
projects, such as recovering our pews. 

“The Upon This Rock campaign is a 
good opportunity for our diocese to 

provide for our future. For my brother 
priests and I, who have served our 

diocese tirelessly; our seminarians, the 
future priests that will serve our diocese; 
and to respond to the needs of our own 

parish. Let us respond generously.”

Fr. Apo Mpanda,    
Pastor of Our Lady of the River 

PARISH CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP 
Deacon Matt Levy
Roberta Pegorick
Jim Schmertmann


