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Our Lady of the 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church

Toronto and Lost Nation, Iowa
THE PARISH SHARE
Even though Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Parish is relatively 
new, we have a strong history that has connected our 
communities with the Catholic faith. Our story begins in 1870 
with the establishment of St. James in Toronto by Fr. Scallon. 
The current building was built in 1883 and remains as one 
of two worship centers for Our Lady of the Holy Rosary. 
Sacred Heart in Lost Nation was built in 1895, and Fr. Patrick 
McNamara served both parishes until 1912. A new Sacred 
Heart church was constructed in 1966 and now serves as the 
second worship center for Our Lady of the Holy Rosary. 

In 1966, Sacred Heart and St. James formed a tri-parish 
cluster with Sacred Heart of Oxford Junction. Ss. Philip & 
James of Grand Mound joined the cluster in 2012. In 2015, 
Sacred Heart in Lost Nation and St. James in Toronto were 
merged and became Our Lady of the Holy Rosary to keep 
Catholic roots in each community while becoming a single, 
stronger parish. We gladly serve Lost Nation and Toronto, as 
well as many other communities in our area.

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built and left 
us inspires us to leave for the next generation a parish 
community for which they can feel equally blessed. The 
Upon This Rock Campaign gives us an avenue to honor our 
past while looking forward to the future of the parish.

Special features of the campaign will enable us to maximize 
the positive effects of our fundraising:
•  First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up to our goal, 

which is $94,000.
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise beyond 

$94,000.
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for the campaign. 

The Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of Davenport is 
paying those costs.

This is an opportunity to support our priests and seminarians 
while also undertaking important parish projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $94,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $56,400
•  For seminarians’ education: $18,800
•  For parish projects: $18,800

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECT
Repaint the exterior of our Lost Nation worship center 
It has been many years since the exterior of our church has 
been painted. Campaign funds will allow us to complete this 
much needed project and spruce up our church! 
 
Install a bathroom in our Toronto Church 
Using a bathroom at our Toronto church today requires a 
trip to the rectory. Adding a bathroom to our church will be 
more convenient for parishioners and allow us to eventually 
tear down the rectory. 

Current parishioners, as well as future parishioners, will 
benefit from these updates to each location. 

“Giving to meet the needs of our priests and 
seminarians is a blessing for our diocese, and 
as Bishop Zinkula tells us, ‘We are all in this 

together.’ This Upon This Rock Campaign also 
offers us a valuable opportunity to address our 

parish’s needs as well. Even more important 
is our own need to give as a part of our faith 

journey. May we respond in gratitude for all the 
blessings God has given us.”

Fr. Robert Cloos,
Pastor of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary


