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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. Alphonsus Catholic Church
Mount Pleasant, IowaThe parish share

The history of St. Alphonsus Parish goes back 
more than 160 years! The first Mass in our first 
church was celebrated in 1862, even before the 
Diocese of Davenport was formed. Our current 
church opened in 2005.

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors 
built and left us – whether in buildings or in 
community spirit – inspires us to leave for the 
next generation a parish community for which 
they can feel equally blessed. The Upon This Rock 
Campaign gives us an avenue to honor our past 
while brightening the future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable 
us to maximize the positive effects of our 
fundraising:
• First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up 

to our goal, which is $520,000.
• We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $520,000.
• There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Davenport is paying those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests and 
seminarians while also undertaking important 
parish projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $520,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $312,000
• For seminarians’ education: $104,000
• For parish projects: $104,000

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECT
Build maintenance contingency fund
Thankfully, St. Alphonsus Parish is on solid 
financial footing. That said, there are a number 
of projects on the horizon for which the need 
is not entirely clear and the costs uncertain. 
The parish funds from the campaign will give 
us the flexibility to prioritize these projects 
as the needs and costs 
become more clear – call 
it a contingency fund for 
parish maintenance. These 
projects include items 
such as an upgrade to 
our church sound system, 
repairs to our pipe organ 
and costs associated 
with tearing down or 
revitalizing the old rectory. 

“Thank you in advance for the generous gifts that 
I know that you will make to the Upon This Rock 
Campaign! Your sacrificial gifts will help meet the 

needs of the retired priests who have faithfully 
served our Diocese. It will also help pay for the 

education for our seminarians, who are desperately 
needed. It will also help our Parish meet our current 
and future needs. Even more important is our own 
need to give as a part of our faith journey. May we 
respond in gratitude for all that God has given us.”

Fr. Paul Connolly, 
Pastor of St. Alphonsus

PARISH CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP
Tom Bainbridge, Jerry and Jacki Holtkamp, Greg Peck 
and Stephen Slobodnik


