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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church
Iowa City, IowaThe parish share

What a history we have at St. Mary! The first Mass 
in Iowa City was celebrated in 1840 by a frontier 
missionary, Fr. Samuel Charles Mazzuchelli, who 
then established St. Mary the following year. In the 
years that followed, Catholic education expanded, 
as did the number of our parishioners. The 
continued growth resulted in a larger church being 
built over several years and then dedicated in 1869. 
Since then, the parish has always addressed the 
needs of the church, from excavating the basement 
in 1908, adding our present pews in 1941 and 
building the parish hall in the church basement in 
1982, to name a few. 

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built and 
left us inspires us to leave for the next generation a 
parish community for which they can feel equally 
blessed. The Upon This Rock Campaign gives us an 
avenue to honor our past while brightening the 
future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable us to 
maximize the positive effects of our fundraising:
• First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up to 

our goal, which is just over $1.3 million. 
• We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $1.3 million. 
• There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Davenport is paying those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests and 
seminarians while also undertaking important 
parish projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $1,343,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $805,800
•  For seminarians’ education: $268,600
• For parish projects: $268,600

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECT
Paint the church interior
The inside of our church is in desperate need 
of some TLC! Since the interior has not been 
touched since 1984, repainting will freshen up the 
church and create a better worship space for our 
parishioners and visitors. 

PARISH CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP
Colin & Sue Derdeyn, Jimmy & Mireille Miluala, 
Brian & Tracey Mulcahey, Mike & Kathy Shey, 
Deacon Ward & Gwen Thompson 

“Giving to meet the needs of my 
brother priests, our seminarians 

and myself is a blessing, of course, 
and the Upon This Rock Campaign 

offers a valuable opportunity to 
address our parish’s needs, too. Even 

more important is our own need to give as 
a part of our faith journey. May we respond in 

gratitude for all that God has given us.”

Fr. Steve Witt, Pastor of St. Mary 


