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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. Mary Catholic Church
Pella, IowaThe parish share

St. Mary’s in Pella traces its humble origins back 
to William Welch, whose large Catholic family 
migrated to Pella from Missouri in 1843. As a newly 
established parish, circuit priests would visit two or 
three times a year to celebrate Mass and administer 
the Sacraments. In 1860, the first church was built at 
the corner of West 1st Street and Independence. In 
1978, the second church was built at 1203 Peace St., 
near the Central College campus. Due to significant 
growth to nearly 300 families, plans were made to 
build a larger church, which was dedicated in 2009.  

Today, St. Mary’s in Pella is a vibrant, young parish 
full of life and rich in diversity. With a vibrant music 
ministry, warm hospitality and many opportunities 
to serve, St. Mary’s is excited for the future and 
continued growth. The Upon This Rock Campaign 
gives us an avenue to further brighten the future of 
our parish and diocese.

Special features of the campaign will enable us to 
maximize the positive effects of our fundraising:
•  First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up to 

our goal, which is $555,000.  
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $555,000.  
• There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Davenport is paying those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests and 
seminarians while also undertaking important 
parish projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $555,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $333,000
•  For seminarians’ education: $111,000
• For parish projects: $111,000

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECT
Renovation of the Faith Formation Wing  |  $110,000
The campaign will allow St. Mary to plan for 
the future. When it was built in 2009, the Faith 
Formation wing served the needs of our parish’s 
Faith Formation program. At present, however, 
we are using the available space to its maximum 
capacity. With growing class sizes, we need to find 
ways to maximize the use of our available space. 
The parish share of the Upon This Rock Campaign 
will fund the renovation and refurnishing of the 
Faith Formation wing to best utilize the space while 
supplying furnishing appropriate for the age groups 
being served.  

“Giving to meet the needs of me, my brother priests 
and our seminarians is a blessing, of course, and 
the Upon This Rock Campaign offers a valuable 
opportunity to address our parish’s needs, too. 
Even more important is our own need to give as 
a part of our faith journey. May we respond in 

gratitude for all that God has given us.”

Fr. Troy Richmond,   
Pastor of St. Mary  

PARISH CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP 
Travis Eisenbarth and Mark Larson 


