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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. Mary Catholic Church
Williamsburg, IowaThe parish share

In this area of central Iowa there were originally three separate 
Catholic parishes: St. Michael in Holbrook, St. Joseph in Parnell, 
and St. Mary in Williamsburg. The Holbrook and Parnell 
parishes have closed, but St. Mary in Williamsburg has continued 
to proclaim the faith in this area, bolstered by the former 
parishioners of the two other parishes. The present church was 
built in 1921 under the leadership of Fr. John Glenn and boasts 
of some of the most beautiful stained-glass windows in the 
diocese. During the time of Fr. Tony Conrad in the 1990s, the 
St. Mary Community Center was added to the parish facilities 
and provided much needed room for religious education and 
other parish activities.

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built and left us inspires 
us to leave for the next generation a parish community for which 
they can feel equally blessed. 

Today, this inspiration moves us to meet the challenges we face 
in maintaining and improving our spiritual home. The Upon 
This Rock Campaign gives us an avenue to honor our past while 
brightening the future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable us to maximize the 
positive effects of our fundraising:
• First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up to our goal, which 

is $290,000.  
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise beyond $290,000.  
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for the campaign. The 

Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of Davenport is paying 
those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests and seminarians 
while also undertaking important parish projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $290,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $174,000
•  For seminarians’ education: $58,000
•  For parish projects: $58,000

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECTS
Church Renovations  |  Given the number of steps leading up to 
the front doors, our church isn’t very accessible, and in the 
winter coming to Mass can be downright dangerous. We have 
hired an architect to help us best determine how to rectify our 
accessibility concerns. 

In addition, the church entrance is cramped and doesn’t allow 
for some of the amenities that are needed in churches today, such 
as a gathering space with an elevator, office space and meeting 
rooms. As we face increasing challenges, we need to make our 
facilities accessible for everyone and as updated as possible. 

Of course, executing our vision won’t be easy and it won’t be 
cheap. However, the Upon This Rock Campaign is the perfect 
time to begin our work and raise considerable monies toward 
our goals. 

“As a Catholic community of faith, it is 
very important that St. Mary Parish fully 
supports the Upon This Rock Campaign to 

support our retired priests and to educate our 
seminarians. In addition, our support of this 
campaign will directly impact our own local 

needs. May we respond in gratitude for all 
that God has given us.”

Fr. David Wilkening,    
Pastor of St. Mary 

PARISH CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP 
Mark and Anna Armstrong

Keith and Lori Stecker


