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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Marengo, IowaThe parish share

The first Catholic church building in Marengo 
dates to 1862. It was a simple 30-by-50-foot 
frame structure. In keeping with old world 
customs, a patron saint was nominated, and the 
predominantly Irish congregation chose 
St. Patrick. The present brick church was 
completed in 1882 under the leadership of 
Fr. A.F. Moynihan, and for 140 years it has 
served the parish well. The much more modern 
rectory and parish hall were built by Fr. Martin 
Manning and dedicated in 1971. Over the 
parish’s long history, more than two dozen 
priests with Irish names like Shannahan, Kelly, 
Horan, Manning and Gannon have served the 
Catholic population in and around Marengo.

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built 
and left us inspires us to leave for the next 
generation a parish community for which they 
can feel equally blessed. 

Today, this inspiration moves us to meet 
the challenges we face in maintaining and 
improving our spiritual home. The Upon This 
Rock Campaign gives us an avenue to honor our 
past while brightening the future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable 
us to maximize the positive effects of our 
fundraising:
• First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up 

to our goal, which is $116,000. 
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $116,000. 
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Davenport is paying those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests 
and seminarians while also undertaking 
important parish projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO
Parish goal  |  $116,000
• For priests’ retirement, health care: $69,600
•  For seminarians’ education: $23,200
•  For parish projects and cemetery maintenance: 

$23,200

See the back of this page for more details about the 
parish needs that we hope to address through the 
Upon This Rock Campaign.

“As a Catholic community of faith, it is 
very important that St. Patrick Parish fully 
supports the Upon This Rock Campaign to 

support our retired priests and to educate our 
seminarians. In addition, our support of this 
campaign will directly impact our own local 

needs. May we respond in gratitude for all 
that God has given us.”

Fr. David Wilkening,    
Pastor of St. Patrick  



Parish Cemetery Maintenance
Our cemetery is holy consecrated ground 
where our loved ones are buried and where 
many of us will be laid to rest. Second only 
to the church building itself, our cemetery 
should have a special place in our Catholic 
hearts. It is vitally important that it be cared 
for properly. Unfortunately, our parish 
cemetery is badly in need of funds. Each 
time that its grounds are mowed it costs 
$240. With minimal savings, the cemetery 
will eventually deplete its funds. Campaign 
gifts will allow us to lovingly maintain our 
cemetery for years to come. 
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Ongoing Building and Maintenance Expenses
Every church has expected and unexpected maintenance 
that needs to be continually addressed. For example, our hall 
roof will need to be replaced within the next five years. The 
remaining campaign funds will be utilized to help St. Patrick 
address these costs. 
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Campaign Projects


